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Cal tech Technophobia II 

Tossups by Stanford 

1. He shared his name with a third-century Roman emperor who claimed him 
as an ancestor. A chronic pessimist, he deplored the loss of republican 
virtues in his own time. His works include a laudatory biography of his 
father-in-law Agricola and an ethnographic study of German tribes. For 
ten points, name this Roman historian of the Empire who wrote of Roman 
conquerors that "they made a desert and called it peace." 

Answer: Publius Cornelius Tacitus or Gaius Cornelius Tacitus 

2. Seyton, Menteith, Caithness, Siward, Donalbain, Graymalkin, Angus, 
Fleance, Lennox, Ross and Banquo are all characters in, for ten points, 
what Shakespeare tragedy dealing with a man who murders his way to the 
throne of Scotland? 

Answer: Macbeth 

3. Joe Dugan, Pat Collins, Mark Koenig, Bob Meusel, Earle Combs, Tony 
Lazzeri, Lou Gehrig and Babe Ruth together made up the everyday lineup 
of, for ten points, what team, often cited as the best in major league 
history? 

Answer: The 1927 New York Yankees (prompt on Murderers' Row) 

4. It is bordered by Kazakstan to the North and Uzbekistan to the South. 
It used to be fed by the Syr-Darya and Amu-Darya rivers, but because of 
irrigation projects is rapidly drying up, bringing devastation to 
neighboring areas. For ten points, name this fast-disappearing Central 
Asian lake. 

Answer: The Aral Sea 

5. Commemorated in a feast on 3 December, the day of his death, this 
Jesuit was selected by the King of Portugal to minister to the 
Christians of India after the original candidate, Ignatius Loyola, fell 
ill. He made converts in India, Mozambique, Malaysia and Japan before 
dying of fever on his way to China. For ten points, name this 
evangelist saint, not to be confused with the most famous inhabitant of 
Assisi. 

Answer: St. Francis Xavier or San Francisco Javier 

6. Born in 1775 in County Kerry, this statesman's experiences as a student 
in revolutionary France contributed to his lifelong commitment to 
non-violent action. His greatest triumph came in 1829, with the passage 
of a law granting emancipation and civil rights to Irish Catholics. He 
spent the rest of his life campaigning for Irish self-government, once 
speaking to an audience of a million at Tara. For ten points, name this 
man, called the Liberator, who gave his name to a major Dublin 
thoroughfare. 

Answer: Daniel O'Connell 

7. Characters in this dramatic play include the monk Pimen, princess 
Maria, and Grishka Otrepev, whose replicas in the second half of the 
play bear the name False Dmitri. One of the secondary characters, boyar 
Pushkin, was inserted by the author to show the nobility of his family. 
For ten points, name this play whose title character is the son-in-law 
of Ivan the Terrible whose reign instituted the Time of Troubles. 

Answer: Boris Godunov 
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8. They are called the Dragon Ladies by the US Air Force, who claims that 
they are hard but not impossible to shoot down. These single-seat 
high-altitude reconaissance and research planes are equipped with over 
two tons of sensing equipment, and they may be vulnerable to SA-2 
surface-to-air missiles. For ten points, name these planes, largely 
replaced in the mid-1960s by the SR-71 Blackbird, which Iraq has 
threatened to shoot down. 

Answer: U-2 

9. Developed in 1983 by Kary Mullis, this scientific technique quickly 
gained prominence in molecular biology and forensic analysis because it 
simplified DNA analysis. The three steps of this process, in which a 
heat-stable DNA polymerase is used to carry out replication, are 
carried out at 95, 55, and 72 degrees Celsius. For ten points, name 
this method of DNA amplification, for which Mullis won the 1993 Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry. 

Answer: _PCR_ or _Polymerase Chain Reaction 

10. Oak Grove, Mechanicsville, Gaines's Mill, Peach Orchard, Savage's 
Station, Frayser's Farm and Malvern Hill were the battles comprising, 
for ten points, what campaign in which Robert E. Lee drove George 
McClellan from the outskirts of Richmond to the mouth of the James 
River between June 25 and July 1, 1862? 

Answer: The Seven Days'_ Campaign 

11. A flute player poisons a parrot. A philosopher sings an ode to his 
overcoat before selling it. A rich Parisian is stuck with a huge 
restaurant bill by a mistress who has just left him. The heroine dies 
of tuberculosis . The arias "Che Gelida Manina," "Quando M'En Vo" and 
"Mi Chiamano Mimi" are sung. All of this takes place in, for ten 
points, what Puccini opera which, despite its name, is set in Paris 
rather than Prague? 

Answer: La Boheme 

12 . John Forsythe played the voice of Mr. Townsend on this 1970's TV show; 
included in the supporting cast were David Ogden Stiers and Tommy Lee 
Jones . For ten points, name this show, best known for the title 
characters, played at various times by Shelley Hack, Tanya Roberts, 
Cheryl Ladd, Jaclyn Smith, Kate Jackson, and Farrah Fawcett. 

Answer: _Charlie's Angels_ 

13. When hydrogen was discovered, some scientists thought it was this 
substance. Named by chemist Georg Ernst Stahl, its name comes from the 
Greek for "burned." Scientists believed that most combustible 
substances were composed of ash and this substance, and that burning 
caused its release, leaving only the ash. For ten points, name this 
substance whose existence was disproved by Lavoisier in the 1780's. 

Answer: -phlogiston_ 

14. Son of a freed slave from central Italy, he fought on the losing side 
against Antony and Octavian at Philippi in 42 BC but was able to regain 
Octavian's favor largely through his friendship with Maecenas. Once 
forgiven, he lavished praise on Octavian and Maecenas through his 
verse. For ten points, name this Roman lyric poet famous for the saying 
"carpe diem." 

Answer: Quintus Horatius Flaccus (accept _Horace_l 
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15. This former boyfriend of Joan Baez is now the 'interim CEO' of the 
company he helped found, but one of the terms of Microsoft's investment 
in it was that this man could NOT be CEO. For ten points, name this 
college dropout and former Atari employee who, when Apple Computer 
fired him back in 1985, liquidated his stock and used it to found NeXT 
Incorporated as well as Pixar. 

Answer: Steven Jobs 

16. Twisted Kites played their first gig on April 5th, 1980. Soon 
thereafter, they changed their name to the one they currently use, even 
though drummer Bill Berry left in October 1997. For ten points, give 
the current name of this now trio from Athens, Georgia, who recorded 
such modern rock hits as "South Central Rain", "Me In Honey" and 
"What's the Frequency, Kenneth?" 

Answer: R.E.M. 

17. This mathematical concept was first introduced in the 1940's by Saunder 
MacLane and Samuel Eilenberg. Formally, it consists of a collection of 
objects which have morphisms, or transformation, between those objects . 
For ten points, name this idea which has been shunned by many 
mathematicians for being too abstract. 

Answer: _category_ (accept _category_ theory) 

18. He lives among the animals and helps them to escape from traps, until 
the trapper gets a prostitute to seduce him, whereupon he loses his 
wild nature and the animals shun him. Joining the world of men, he 
travels to the city of Uruk to challenge its king to a wrestling match. 
For ten points, name this wild man, created by the Mesopotamian gods to 
humble Gilgamesh, who instead becomes Gilgamesh's best friend. 

Answer: Enkidu 

19. The change in this quantity can be related to the equilibrium constant 
of a reaction. From the Second Law of Thermodynamics it follows that, 
in order for any reaction to occur spontaneously, this quantity must 
decrease. It is measured in Joules per mole and is equal to the 
enthalpy of the reaction minus the product of the temperature and the 
entropy. For ten points, name this quantity, commonly designated by the 
letter G. 

Answer: Gibbs free energy_ (prompt on "free energy") 

20. On behalf of his patron, Philip the Good of Burgundy, he journeyed to 
Iberia to try to contract marriages with Isabella of Spain and later, 
more successfully, with Isabella of Portugal. His job was not so much 
to complete the marriage negotiations as to present the duke with a 
portrait of the intended. With his brother, Hubert, he completed the 
'Adoration of the Lamb' in 1432i this work is better known as the 
'Ghent Altarpiece.' For ten points, name this Flemish painter of 
'Giovanni Arnolfini and his Bride.' 

Answer: Jan _Van Eyck_ 

21. He transformed Sardinian society through such reforms as Statuto, the 
Sardinian constitution, and the Law on Convents, which limited the 
influence of the Roman Catholic Church . This prime minister under 
victor Emmanuel II worked with Garibaldi to see Victor Emmanuel crowned 
King of Italy. For ten points, name this editor of "11 Risorgimento" 
who died in- 1861, after unifying Italy under the House of Savoy. 
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Answer: Camillo Benso, conte di Cavour 

22. He was born as Lev Bronshtein in 1879. He was arrested in Petrograd in 
July of 1917 and, while still in jail, was formally admitted to the 
Bolshevik party. He served as the commissar of foreign affairs until 
1918 and comissar of war until 1924. He was exiled to Alma-Ata in 1928 
and banished from the USSR in 1929, and assassinated in Mexico in 1940. 
For ten points, name this Soviet leader. 

Answer: Leon _Trotsky_ 

23 . This economic theory holds that by lowering taxes on corporations, 
government can stimulate investment and consequently raise production, 
which would bring down prices and control inflation. The theory focuses 
on increasing the supply of goods, rather than stimulating the demand 
through granting subsidies to the public. For ten points , name this 
economic theory, which influenced the economic policy of Ronald Reagan. 

Answer: _supply-side_ economics 

24. "Always", "War and Peace", "Love in the Afternoon", and "Funny Face" 
are just some of this actress's movies. For a quick ten points, name 
the star of such classics as "Roman Holiday", "My Fair Lady", and 
"Breakfast at Tiffany's". 

Answer: _Audrey Hepburn_ 
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