1996 Georgia Tech MLK Tossups by Vanderbilt
1. Born in 1808, he was a lawyer and during the 1830's defended many fugitive slaves. He was a leading antislavery
spokesman and helped found the Free Soil Party in 1848. He was elected to the Senate from Ohio in 1848 as a
Democrat but soon broke with the party. He was governor of Ohio from 1855 to 1859. FTP, name this statesman best
known as Secretary of the Treasury from 1861-64 and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from 1864-73.
Answer: Salmon P. ~
2. They cause such things as feline leukemia and bovine sarcoma, and have been linked to human cancer and AIDS.
Like some others of their kind, they contain RNA instead of DNA, but unlike these others they replicate as DNA rather
than RNA due to an enzyme they contain called RNA-directed DNA polymerase, or reverse transcriptase. FTP, by
what name are the viruses whose life cycles involve reverse transcription known?
Answer: Retroviruses
3. It rises from the Mancos and Montezuma valleys to a height of over 2000 feet above the valley floor and 8500 feet
above sea level. It receives its name from the thick forests of juniper and pinon (pin-yun) trees on its summit. Two
well known locations on it are Balcony House and Cliff Palace. FTP, what is this national park in southwestern
Colorado, which contains one of the best preserved examples of native cliff dwellings in America?
Answer: Mesa Verde National Park
4. Born in 1882, among his minor works are The Red House Mystery. a detective novel, and Mr. Pim Passes By. a
comic drama. His best known works were illustrated in pen and ink by Ernest Shepard, including a map of the
Hundred Acre Wood. He wrote two books of verse, When We Were Very Young and Now We are Six. FTP, name
this man best known for his classic children's books The House at Pooh Corner and Winnie the Pooh.
Answer: A. A. Milne
5. Collections of his essays include Flim Flam, about the movie industry, and In a Narrow Grave. Books he has
written include Some Can Whistle, Moving On, Somebody's Darling, and Anything for Billy. FTP, who is this author
who wrote The Last Picture Show and Terms of Endearment and won the 1986 Pulitzer Prize for Lonesome Dove?
Answer: Larry McMurtry
6. He became king of Epirus in 307 BC. He fought wars against Sparta and Macedonia, at times holding large
portions of the latter. In 280, to help Greeks revolting against the Romans, he went to Tarentum with 25,000 men and
twenty elephants. He beat the Romans at Heraclea, but his losses were so great that after battles at Asculum and
Benaventum, he returned with just a third of his original force. FTP, who was this general whose name has come to
denote a victory at too high a cost?
Answer: Pyrrhus
7. Born in 1880, he went to Bucknell, where he was a star football player, but baseball was his destiny. Known as
"Big Six," he won more than 20 games for twelve straight years, finishing his career with 373 wins. In 1905, he
pitched three shutouts in the World Series to help his Giants win it. FTP, name this pitcher who was one of the Five
Immortals elected to Cooperstown in 1936.
Answer: Christy Mathewson
8. Born in 1590, he was interested in geodetics, particularly in the determination of the length of the meridian. Credit
for his best known accomplishment, in 1621, originally went to Descartes because he did not publish the results of his
experiments. FTP, name this Dutch scientist who stated that the product of the sine of the angle of incidence and the
refractive index is equal in two successive mediums.
Answer: Willibrord Snell
9. In Greek mythology, one was a Thracian king and owner of the man-eating horses killed by Hercules. The other
was the son of Tydeus and the King of Argos, one of the outstanding Greek heroes of the Trojan War. In a later
legend he was the object of Cressida's desire to whom she betrayed Troilus. FTP, name this friend of Odysseus who
went with him on an important night mission, and who with the help of Athena wounded Ares and Aphrodite.
Answer: Diomedes
10. One of his close friends described his hand as "a handkerchief tied to the top of a cane," which may help explain
his virtuosity. Among his compositions were thirty-six sonatas, six concertos, and the variations "La Streghe." His best
known composition was dedicated "To The Artists." FTP, who was this man known for double stop harmonics,
ricochet bowing, and left-hand pizzicato whose best known work is 24 Caprices for solo violin?
Answer: Nicolo Paganini

11. They were conducted in the wake of the unsuccessful 1685 rebellion led by James Scott, duke of Monmouth, a
claimant to the English throne. Lord Chief Justice George Jeffreys was called in to conduct a series of treason trials,
which he did with a ruthless disregard for the rights of the defendants. FTP, what name is given to this series of trials
in which Jeffreys sentenced 300 to death and 800 to penal transportation to America?
Answer: Bloody Assizes
12. Born in 1716, he was associated with, but not a member of, the Graveyard Poets, and was a friend of Horace
Walpole. In 1757 he refused an appointment as poet laureate. FTP, name this poet who wrote "Sonnet on the Death
of Richard West," "Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton College," and "Ode on the Death of a Favorite Cat, Drowned in
a Tub of Goldfishes," but is best known for "Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard. "
Answer: Thomas Grn¥
13. A grand expression of classical style, it was commissioned by Pope Julius II for the Stanza della Segnatura in the
Vatican Palace in 1508. Other frescoes in the room with it include Giving of the Law, Disputa and Parnassus.
Beneath the personification of Philosophy, it depicts the artist and Michelangelo among Plato, Aristotle, and other
ancient philosophers. FTP, what is this fresco, one of the masterpieces of Raphael?
Answer: The School of Athens
14. Born around 1480, in 1506 he participated in military and exploratory expeditions in the Spice Islands. In 1513 he
was stationed in Morocco, where he received wounds which left him lame. In 1517, angered by indifference from the
king of Portugal, he renounced his Portuguese nationality and offered his services to Spain for his most famous
expedition. FTP, who was this man who died in the East Indies and whose ship Victoria circumnavigated the globe?
Answer: Ferdinand Magellan
15. First appearing in Harper's Bazaar in 1943, it is a story of a woman who rejects her husband and lives alone until
visited by her dwarf cousin. The husband, Marvin, returns, and Lymon, the dwarf, falls in love with him and helps him
torment the woman, Amelia Evans, who in Marvin's absence has turned her store into a small restaurant. FTP, what
is this work turned into a play by Edward Albee, a novella by Carson McCullers?
Answer: The Ballad of the Sad Cafe
16. One was first described in the Strait of Messina, Italy, and others occur across Toyama Bay, Japan, and Lake
Geneva, Switzerland. It is a combination of an inferior mirage which appears below the true position and a superior
mirage which is a double image, one inverted below the other. FTP, what is this type of mirage which causes distant
coastlines or buildings to appear as castles in the sky, which is named for a sorceress of Arthurian legend?
Answer: fata morgana
17. Born in Ephesus around 540 BC, his ideas stem from the Ionian School of philosophy. He believed fire was the
primal substance which creates the phenomena of the sensible world . He also believed in the idea of change, even in
the most stable seeming things. Only one work, On Nature, is definitely his. FTP, name this philosopher who because
of his lonely life and misanthropic philosophy was known as the "Dark" or "Weeping Philosopher."
Answer: Heraclitus
18. Born in 1853 in Iroquois County, Illinois, he went through the usual phases as an army scout and buffalo hunter
as well as being a sportswriter for the New York Morning Telegraph. In 1877 he became sheriff of Ford County,
Kansas, and in Dodge City helped Marshal Wyatt Earp, helping Earp again later in Deadwood and, by some
accounts, in Tombstone. FTP, who was this lawman famous for his speed with a pistol, who had a mammalian
nickname?
Answer: Bat Masterson
19. Discovered in 1932, it has its boiling point at -249.49 degrees Celsius. One of the most effective methods of
isolating this, the first isotope separated in pure form from an element, is the fractional distillation of water. In
compounds with oxygen or lithium it is an essential component of nuclear fusion weapons. FTP, name this isotope
discovered by Harold Urey, a component of heavy water, which is a hydrogen atom containing one neutron.
Answer: deuterium
20. Born in 1842, he taught English in Paris and translated works from English, including the poems of Edgar Allan
Poe. His own poetry contained musical quality and thought refined to the point of obscurity. Among his works were
Vers et Prose, Divagations (Ramblings), and "A Throw of the Dice will Never Eliminate Chance." FTP, name this
French Symbolist poet who is best known for "Herodiade" and "The Afternoon of a Faun."
Answer: Stephane Mallarme

21. It was based on astrological ideas of the day, not the my1hology or astronomy that later generations have
attached to it. A patriotic hymn to England called "I Vow to Thee, My Country", was taken from it. It contains a Mystic,
a Magician, a Bringer of Jollity, and a Bringer of War, but it does not contain Pluto or Earth. FTP, name this orchestral
suite about the solar system by Gustav Holst.
Answer: The ~
22. Born in 1812, he was a quality painter who illustrated The Family of the Psitticidae and wrote Illustrated Journal of
a Landscape Painter. These works were overshadowed by his verse. He is credited with giving the limerick its
modern form. His works include Laughable Lyrics and Nonsense Songs, and a series of poems beginning with "There
Was an Old Man." FTP, name this British poet best known for the whimsical poem "The Owl and the Pussycat."
Answer: Edward Lear
23. From the Arabic for "poor man," it is used to describe a member of one of the Hindu or Muslim mendicant orders,
and in the Muslim orders it is synonymous with dervish. Many of them live as itinerant preachers and beggars, while
others devote themselves to praying and meditating. FTP, what word describes these people who in some regions
are held to be unequaled in magic and juggling and are often seen lying on beds of nails?
Answer: fakirs
.
24. He was born in 1594, the son of Charles IX. He reached peace with Denmark and waged successful wars against
Russia and Poland. Due to worries about the Holy Roman Empire, he became a leader of the Protestant forces in the
Thirty Years' War, and won important battles at Breitenfeld and Lutzen, where he was mortally wounded. FTP, who
was this king of Sweden who was known as the Lion of the North?
Answer: Gustavus Adolphus or Gustav II Adolph
25. It is located near Fussen in the Bavarian Alps. Its design is dedicated to Lohengrin, Parsifal, and Tannhauser
because its builder, a young king, was an immense admirer of Wagner. FTP, what is this palace, the masterpiece of
Ludwig the Mad of Bavaria and one of the most photographed buildings in the world?
Answer: Schloss Neuschwanstein
26. Born in 1743, he developed new quantitative methods of mineral analysis, and did pioneering work in applying
chemical analysis to archaeology. He became the first chemistry professor at the University of Berlin when it opened
in 1810. Sometimes called the father of analy1ical chemistry, he is known for discovering zirconium and cerium. FTP,
who is this German chemist who discovered uranium?
Answer: Martin Klaproth
27. Born in the late 1790's in Kentucky or Georgia, he settled in Texas and became a naturalized Mexican citizen in
1828. Among other things, he has a county and a town in Texas named after him. He participated in the revolt
against Mexico and was made a colonel. Though stricken with typhoid and pneumonia, he died trying to defend the
Alamo. FTP, who was this pioneer who has a type of knife named after him?
Answer: Jim Bowie
28. It was founded in 1983 by French mathematician Philippe Kahn. Its strategy has been to design software around
a common database which provides easy access to different elements, and it has had a particular interest in
object-oriented programming technology. FTP, name this software company based in Scotts Valley, California whose
products include Turbo Pascal, Turbo C++, dBase, Quattro Pro, and Paradox.
Answer: Borland International, Inc.

1996 MLK Weekend Tournament Questions by Vanderbilt
1. Name the Roman emperor given a description of his death for 10 points or from other clues for 5 points.
1. 10: Reputedly poisoned by Agrippina II.
5: Uncle of and successor to Caligula, subject of a famous work by Robert Graves.
Answer: Claudius
2. 10: He demanded that he be worshiped as a personification of Hercules; his advisors had him strangled to death
by a wrestler named Narcissus.
Answer: Commodus
5: Emperor from 180 to 192 and the son of Marcus Aurelius.
3. 10: After several unsuccessful attempts on his life, he was murdered in 96 by assassins in the pay of his wife.
5: Son of Vespasian and younger brother of Titus who assumed power in 81 .
Answer: Domitian
2. Name the Romantic composers of the following symphonies for 5 points each.
1. Symphony From the New World
Answer: Antonin Dvorak
2. Organ Symphony
Answer: Camille Saint-Saens
3. Symphony Pathetique
Answer: Peter Tchaikovsky
4. Rhenish Symphony
Answer: Robert Schumann
5. Dante Symphony
Answer: Franz Liszt
6. Romantic Symphony
Answer: Anton Bruckner
3. Answer the following about names in Robert Louis Stevenson's Treasure Island for the stated number of points.
1. 5: Name both the young protagonist and the pirate leader who is his friend and nemesis.
Answer: Jim Hawkins and Long John Silver
2. 5: What is the name of the ship on which Jim Hawkins, Long John Silver, and the others travel?
Answer: the Hispaniola
3. 10: What is the name of the captain of the Hispaniola?
Answer: Captain Smollett
4. 10: What is the name of the eccentric marooned pirate who befriends Jim?
Answer: Ben Gunn
4. Name the scientist from clues on a 30-20-10 basis.
30: He was master of Trinity College at Cambridge from 1915 to 1940.
20: His research showed that neon gas was made up of a combination of two different types of ions, each with a
different charge or mass.
10: He advanced a "plum pudding" model of the atom, and in 1906 he won the Nobel Prize in physics for his work on
the conduction of electricity in gases.
Answer: J. J. Thomson
5. Answer the following about medieval devil worshiping ceremonies for the stated number of points.
1. 5: The general name for a gathering of witches, presided over by a man dressed like a goat, where new witches
were initiated and there were frenzied orgies.
Answer: witches' sabbath or sabbat
2. 10: The ceremony during a sabbat which mocked Roman Catholic practices, where participants hung crucifixes
upside down, recited prayers backwards, and often sacrificed animals.
Answer: Black Mass
3. 15: The most important witches sabbat besides that on Halloween was said to be on this night, April 30, which is
named for a saint. The name of the night was used in a musical work by Mendelssohn.
Answer: Walpurgis Night
6. Name the poems from their final lines for 10 points or from their authors for 5 points.
1. 10: "They also serve who only stand and wait."
5: John Milton
Answer: When I Consider How My Light is Spent
2. 10: "The lone and level sands stretch far away."
5: Percy Shelley
Answer: Ozymandias
3. 10: "And, one calm summer night / Went home and put a bullet through his head."
5: Edwin Arlington Robinson
Answer: Richard Cory
7. For 5 points each, name the artists of the following paintings. All of their names begin with the letter "d".
1. Nude Descending a Staircase
Answer: Marcel Duchamp
2. St. Jerome in his Study
Answer: Albrecht Durer
3. The Death of Marat
Answer: Jacques Louis David
4. Metamorphosis of Narcissus
Answer: Salvador Dali
5. Massacre at Chios
Answer: Eugene Delacroix
6. Woman
Answer: Willem de Kooning

8. For the stated number of points, identify the Ernest Hemingway work from a brief description.
1. Tells of the love of Frederic Henry, a U.S. ambulance driver in World War I, for his British nurse Catherine. The pair
flees to Switzerland, but Catherine dies during childbirth.
Answer: A Farewell to Arms
2. Published in 1970, the same year Hemingway committed suicide, it is a three part sea novel concentrating on
Bimini and Cuba.
Answer: Islands in the Stream
3. This 1927 collection of stories featured the character Nick Adams from the earlier "In Our Time" collection and
included the famous story "The Killers."
Answer: Men Without Women
9. Name the British Prime Ministers from their years in office for 10 points each or from other clues for 5 points each.
1. 10: 1828-30
5: Defeated Napoleon at Waterloo.
Answer: Arthur Wellesley, or the Duke of Wellington
2.10: 1924, 1929-35
5: Led Britain's first Labour government.
Answer: James Ramsay MacDonald
3. 10: 1783-1801, 1804-6
5: An enemy of George IV who was given his moniker to distinguish him from the Earl of Chatham.
Answer: William Pitt the Younger
10. Name the following Revolutionary War battles from clues for the stated number of points.
1. 5: On Christmas night, 1776, George Washington crossed the Delaware River and surprised Hessian mercenaries.
Answer: Battle of Trenton
2. 10: This 1778 battle fought in New Jersey was an indecisive conflict between George Washington and Henry
Clinton. It was also the battle that gave rise to the legend of Molly Pitcher.
Answer: Battle of Monmouth
3. 15: This 1777 battle came soon after the British win at Brandywine Creek. Although the result was somewhat in
favor of the British, this battle helped convince the French to make an alliance with the colonists.
Answer: Battle of Germantown
11. Name the dinosaurs from descriptions, for 10 points each.
1. Meaning "terrible claw," it was a genus of small, carnivorous dinosaurs whose second toe bore a five-inch-Iong,
sickle-shaped claw, similar to the "raptors" of Jurassic Park.
Answer: Deinonychus
2. A genus of large herbivores of the suborder Ornithopoda, which had a bony, spike-shaped thumb, possibly used
for defense.
Answer: Iguanodon
3. Although it shared many characteristics of small Jurassic carnivores, it had feathers and is regarded as the first
bird.
Answer: Archaeopteryx
12. Answer the following about the three Greek goddesses known as the Erinyes for the stated number of points.
1. 5: What is the better known name of these three gorgon-like sisters with bloody eyes and snakes for hair?
Answer: the Furies
2. 10: According to the legend, the Furies were no longer vengeful after showing mercy to what man whom they
pursued for killing his mother?
Answer: Orestes
3. 15: By what name, meaning "the reverend ones," were the Furies known after they became merciful?
Answer: the Eumenides
13. Since you probably know the five composers who were in the so-called Mighty Handful, this bonus will instead
ask questions about composers associated with, but not members of, the Five.
1. 5: He worked closely with the group, and was known as the Sixth Member of the Five. He wrote the Romeo and
Juliet Fantasy Overture at the instigation of Balakirev.
Answer: Peter Tchaikovsky
2. 10: He was a pupil of Rimsky-Korsakov, and was influenced by him in writing Petrushka and some of his other
early ballets.
Answer: Igor Stravinsky
3. 15: He was the predecessor of the Five who inspired them to form. He is best known for the operas Russian and
Ludmilla and A Life for the Tsar.
Answer: Mikhail Glinka

14. Name the following people associated with the Black Sox scandal of 1919, for 5 points each.
1. This owner of the White Sox drove them to throw the series with his penny-pinching ways .
Answer: Charles Comiskey
2. When Comiskey came to him with his suspicions of a fix, this American League president said it was "the bark of a
wounded cur," and refused to investigate.
Answer: Ban Johnson
3. Even though this great left fielder batted .375 and hit the only home run of the World Series, he admitted being
involved with the fix and was banned from baseball.
Answer: Joe Jackson
4. This pitcher, who won 29 games during the regular season, hit the first batter to signal that the fix was on.
Answer: Eddie Cicotte
5. This third baseman took no money from the gamblers and hit over .300 for the series, but because he had known
about the fix he was banned as well.
Answer: Buck Weaver
6. This Chicago gangland gambler was the mastermind behind the fix.
Answer: Arnold Rothstein
15. For the stated number of points, given a brief description of one of Gregor Mendel's laws of heredity, give the
common name of that law.
1. 5: In situations involving two characteristics, one characteristic is precedent over the other.
Answer: law of dominance
2. 10: At the time of sex cell formation, the hereditary factors of a pair separate equally into the gametes.
Answer: law of segregation
3. 15: Hereditary factors for different traits separate individually of each other at gamete formation.
Answer: law of independent assortment
16. Name the following people who were vice presidents of the United States, for 10 points each.
1. He was a presidential candidate for the Progressive Party in 1948 and developed a hybrid species of corn for
feeding pigs.
Answer: Henry Agard Wallace
2. Vice president from 1905-09, he helped settle boundary disputes between the U.S. and Canada, especially in
Alaska.
Answer: Charles Fairbanks
3. Vice president from 1856-60, he later joined the Confederate Army after his unsuccessful bid for U.S. president.
Answer: John Breckinridge
17. Name the African authors of the following works for 10 points each.
1. Midocq Alley
Answer: Naguib Mahfouz
2. A Man of the People
Answer: Chinua Achebe
Answer: Nadine Gordimer
3. My Son's Story
18. Given clues about otherwise unrelated people, all of whom died of tuberculosis, name them for 10 points each.
1. English artist famous for illustrating works such as Salome and Morte d'Arthur.
Answer: Aubrey Beardsley
2. Romantic composer known for composing mazurkas, etudes, and nocturnes for the piano.
Answer: Frederic Chopin
3. According to official reports, he died of tuberculosis while a prisoner of the Republican government in Paris, but
there were many rumors that he had escaped.
Answer: Louis XVII or the Lost Dauphin
19.
30:
the
20:
10:

Name the chemical compound from clues, 30-20-10.
In ancient times it was produced by distillation of camel dung, and in the Middle Ages it was obtained by heating
horns and hooves of oxen and was known as spirits of hart's horn.
It has a boiling point of -28 degrees F. Its composition was determined by Claude Berthollet in 1777.
It is an important refrigerant, and is used in the manufacture of fertilizer, nitric acid, and explosives.
Answer: ammonia

20. Identify the author from works on a 30-20-10 basis.
30: ~ and The Spanish Gypsy
20: Scenes from Clerical Life and Romola
10: The Mill on the Floss
Answer: George Eliot

21. Name the poets of the following works with "death" in the title for 10 points each.
1. "The Death of the Hired Man"
Answer: Robert Frost
2. "Lament for the Death of a Bullfighter" and "Gacela of the Dark Death"
Answer: Federico Garcia Lorca
3. Overture to Death
Answer: Cecil Day Lewis
22. Name the historical figure from clues 30-20-10.
30: He was canonized locally in 1380 and by a major church in 1547. His feast day is September 12.
20: He gained his surname from a battle he won against the Swedes in 1240.
10: His 1242 victory leading the army of Novgorod on Lake Peipus against the Teutonic Knights was made into one
of the most memorable movie scenes ever by Sergei Eisenstein.
Answer: Alexander ~
23. Identify the philosopher from quotes on a 30-20-10 basis.
30: "Words are wise men's counters, they do but reckon with them , but they are the money of fools. "
20: "No arts; no letters; no society; and which is worst of all, continual fear and danger of violent death; "
10: "and the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short."
Answer: Thomas Hobbes
24. For the stated number of points, name the second longest rivers on the following continents.
1. 5: Europe
Answer: Danube
2. 10: Asia
Answer: Yenisey
3. 15: Australia
Answer: Murrumbidgee
25. On a 30-20-10 basis identify the year from clues in American history.
30: "When the Saints Go Marching In" is written and Miami is incorporated.
20: Utah becomes a state.
10: The Supreme Court case of Plessy v. Ferguson is decided.
Answer: 1896
26. For 5 points each, identify the brightest star in the following constellations.
1. Perseus
Answer: Algol
2. Cygnus
Answer: Deneb
3. Leo
Answer: Regulus
4. Taurus
Answer: Aldebaran
5. Lyra
Answer: Vega
6. Virgo
Answer: ~
27. For 10 points each identify these scientists, all of whose names start with "R".
1. He identified alpha, beta, and gamma rays, and won the Nobel Prize in chemistry in 1908.
Answer: Ernest Rutherford
2. He researched the molecular scattering of light and won the 1930 Nobel Prize in physics.
Answer: Chandrasekhara Raman
3. This American determined the cause of yellow fever.
Answer: Walter ~

