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Questions by Bowling Green State University Edited by V. Jejjala

1.  He became a popular figure in apocalyptic literature, and medieval legends connect him with the Holy Grail and with Glastonbury, England, where his staff was believed to have taken root and grown into a thorn tree that flowered every Christmas Eve.  A rich, devout member of the Sanhedrin, he did not consent to that body's decision to put Jesus Christ to death.  FTP, name this man, who after the crucifixion asked Pontius Pilate for Jesus' body and with the assistance of Nicodemus, buried it in his own tomb.



Answer: Joseph of Arimathea
2.  Robert was U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York and district attorney of New York County.  Henry, was US Ambassador to Turkey from 1913 to 1916 and wrote an autobiography, All in a Lifetime.  His son, Henry Jr. was an early advocate of resistance to Adolf Hitler and served as Franklin Roosevelt's secretary of the treasury from 1934 to 1945.  FTP, name this family which has, for three generations been prominent in US business and public service.



Answer: Morgenthau
3. Born in 1757, he was educated at home prior to being apprenticed to the engraver James Basire.  In the early 1780s, he exhibited his first art work, married Catherine Boucher and published his first poems.  This book, Poetical Sketches, was quickly withdrawn from circulation and it was the only volume he ever published by conventional means.  His later works were produced and published using a unique method of engraving both illustration and text on copper plates.  FTP name this English poet whose works include include Milton, Jerusalem, The Book of Thel, and Songs of Innocence and Experience.



Answer: William Blake
4.  In the Pregel River an island was formed by digging a connecting channel between its two branches. In the 18th century a total of seven bridges spanned the river. According to folklore, a person could not take a round‑trip walk in which each bridge was crossed exactly once. The problem was analyzed by Euler and he found that the folklore was correct.  FTP, give the name usually given to this problem, one of the earliest problems recognized to belong to the field of topology.



Answer: Konigsberg Bridge problem (prompt on Konigsberg)

5.  After studying at Cambridge, he taught theology and was ordained as a priest.  At Henry VIII's request he went to Germany and there he married the niece of Andreas Osiander, a Lutheran theologian.  He promoted the Reformation theologically, supporting the English Bible translation of 1537‑40 and opposing Henry VIII's Six Articles in 1539.  FTP, name this man sent to his death by Mary I, who invalidated three of Henry VIII's marriages.



Answer: Thomas Cranmer
6.  A true romantic, he said "The passion between the sexes has appeared in every age to be so nearly the same, that it may always be considered, in algebraic language as a given quantity."  In the sixth edition of his most famous work he predicted that the size of the family would become a function of choice through adequacy and prevalence of contraceptive measures.  However, in a previous edition he had rejected contraception claiming that the misery of overpopulation was necessary to stimulate industry and discourage indolence.  FTP, name this "gloomy" English economist.



Answer: Thomas Robert Malthus
7.  This play was first performed around 411 BC when Greece was torn by civil war.  Written by Aristophanes, its plot was simple, its language ribald, and its situations often hilarious.  Because of the topics it deals with it has been occasionally revived by feminist or anti‑war groups in recent years.  FTP, name this play in which the women of Greece attempt to bring an end to the Peloponnesian War by refusing to have sex with the men who are fighting it.



Answer: Lysistrata
8.  Suetonius reports that he "never kissed the neck of his wife or mistress without saying, `And this beautiful throat will be cut whenever I please.'"  Assassinated by the Praetorian guard, he is said to have made a three mile long footbridge out of boats anchored in the harbor, waged war against Neptune, declared himself a god and built temples in his own honor.  FTP name this Roman Emperor, whose nickname means "little boots," who also made his horse Incitatus a senator.



Answer: Caligula or Gaius
9.  He hit at least 30 home runs in 12 straight seasons, collected 100 or more runs batted in for 13 straight seasons, and had two seasons of 400 or more total bases.  He played for the Boston Red Sox, Chicago Cubs, Philadelphia Phillies and Philadelphia A's.  In 1932 he nearly broke Babe Ruth's single‑season home run record by hitting 58.  FTP, name this player, primarily a first‑baseman, known as "Double X."



Answer: Jimmie Foxx
10.  His work The Dream been described as "a pioneering and remarkably prescient piece of science fiction."  A thinly disguied polemic on behalf of the Copernican system, the work which details a voyage to the moon also reflects the scientist's obsession with the Platonic solids.  Beginning with a visit to his teacher Tycho Brahe's observatory, The Dream also refers to the laws of planetary motion he discovered.  FTP identify this astronomer who discovered the elliptical nature of orbit trajectories.



Answer: Johannes Kepler
11.  Its members object to polygamy, slavery, religious prejudices and politicized religion.  Since the establishment of the Islamic Republic in Iran, members of this religion have been subjected to outright persecution in the land of its origin.  FTP, identify this religion which views Krishna, Buddha, Moses, Zarathustra, Jesus and Muhammad as divine manifestations, a series of prophets culminating in its founder, Bahaullah.



Answer: Baha'i
12.  They are a segment of a cell's DNA and exist in two different types.  One type is a gene that is normally in control of cell division which has mutated.  The second type normally acts to suppress or reduce the rate of cell division by has ceased to perform its function.  FTP, give the term for these genes which are involved in transforming a normal cell into a rapidly dividing cancer cell.



Answer: Oncogenes
13.  Among his compositions were Le Tombeau de Couperin, Tzigane, and Pavane pour une infante defunte.  After his death, his music was used for the ballet Beauty and the Beast.  Born in 1875 he, along with Debussy, was one of the leading exponents of Impressionism.  FTP, name this composer of Rapsodie Espagnol and Bolero.



Answer: Maurice Ravel
14.  Cities include Nyala, Kusti and Al Qadar and the Nile runs through this nation.  Bordered by eight countries and the Red Sea, its other cities include Kusti, Kassala and Takwar.  FTP, name this country surrounded by Egypt, Libya, Chad, Central African Republic, Zaire, Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia.



Answer: Sudan
15.  Little of his painting has survived, but his ideas on decoration influenced future baroque and rococo painters.  He designed the Santa Bibiana church of Rome, the Palazzo Montecitorio and the Roman Fountain of the Four Rivers.  He was invited to design the Louvre, but his designs were not accepted‑‑nevertheless, they influenced the final design.  FTP, identify this man whose sculpture masterworks include Rape of Proserpina, Apollo and Daphne, and David.



Answer: Giovanni Lorenzo Bernini
16.  A small US steamer based at Buffalo, it was used during the Canadian Rebellions of 1837 to take men and supplies to the camp of William Lyon MacKenzie.  Late December 29th, 1837, a few Canadian militiamen crossed the Niagara river, seized the vessel and set it afire.  It sank and one American life was lost.  FTP, identify this steamer, the attack upon which was much exaggerated by MacKenzie in an attempt to gain American sympathy for his rebellion.



Answer: Caroline
17.  Born in China in 1914, this American writer's works include The Wall, Blues, and My Petition for More Space.  The Call is the story of an American missionary in China through whose life is seen half a century of Chinese history and the failure of the mission movement.  He sent a book of short stories, Key West Tales, to his publisher shortly before his death in 1993.  FTP, identify this author who wrote the Pulitzer‑prize winning A Bell for Adano.



Answer: John Hersey
18.  He commanded the English forces in the victory at Poitiers and was subsequently ruler of Aquitaine, an English principality in France. In 1367 he invaded Spain and won a victory at Najera; in 1370, after a revolt of his French subjects, he sacked Limoges.  It's generally assumed that his nickname came from the armor which he wore.  FTP, name this man, son of Edward III and father of Richard II.



Answer: Edward, the Black Prince
19.  This principle is important as it allows chemists to determine heat data for reactions by indirect means when the direct method cannot be accurately employed.  This law states that in a chemical reaction the heat evolved or absorbed is the same whether the reaction occurs in a single step or proceeds through an alternate pathway taking several steps.  FTP, name this law of physical chemistry.



Answer: Hess' Law
20.  One of the earliest versions of this novel was to be called The Boy Who Killed His Mother; a later version, The Drunkard's Holiday.  The story tells of a young psychiatrist and his marriage to a schizophrenic patient. In effecting her cure, he loses her to another man and this loss leads to the psychiatrist Dick Diver's eventual decline.  FTP, identify this novel which drew heavily upon the author, F. Scott Fitzgerald's own alcoholism and his wife's mental illness.



Answer: Tender Is The Night
21.  This author fought at Shiloh and Chickamauga and was wounded at the battle of Kennesaw Mountain.  He left the army in 1865 and in 1868 became editor of the San Francisco News Letter.  He moved to England in the 1870s where his first three books were published, among them Cobwebs from an Empty Skull.  He moved back to San Francisco before again moving to Washington DC in 1896. In 1913, he went to Mexico to report on Pancho Villa's revolution.  FTP, name this writer who may have died in the siege of Ojinaga, well known for Can Such Things Be? and The Devil's Dictionary.



Answer: Ambrose Bierce
22.  Like her Semitic counterpart Ishtar, she was associated in myth and rite with a young consort, Attis, who before his death castrated himself out of devotion to her. In art, she is typically portrayed as crowned, enthroned, and attended by lions and it is chiefly from the Roman cult worshiping her that we know of her.  FTP, name this great mother goddess of ancient Anatolia.



Answer: Cybele
23. These two collections of Old Norse writings form the most authoritative source for ancient Nordic mythology.  The Elder, or Poetic, is a collection of 34 Icelandic poems with some prose among them.  The Younger, or Prose, dates from about 1220 and is the work of the poet and historian Snorri Sturluson.  FTP, give the name by which these works are collectively known.



Answer: Edda
24. The name's the same, a classical music record label which focuses on 20th century American composers and a small Greek island which according to legend floated until Zeus anchored it so that Leto could give birth to Apollo and Artemis.  FTP, give the name of this island, now home to only 16 people, but which formerly was a major commercial center and treasury to a similarly‑named league.

Answer: Delos
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1.  Name these tiny nations given clues on a 10‑5 basis.

1.  10 pts: The main language is Catalan.  Only 4% of its land is arable.  Approximately 60% of its citizens are of Spanish origin; 6% are French.

5 pts: One‑third of its citizens are descendants of an ancient tribe known in Roman times as Andosians.



Answer: Andorra
2.  10 pts: When the Gilbert Islands became independent in 1979, they took this name based on the pronunciation of "Gilberts" in the indigenous language.

5 pts: This republic straddles both the equator and the international date line.  



Answer: Kiribati
3.  10 pts : Until 1966, it was the British colony of Basutoland.

5 pts : It is entirely surrounded by the Republic of South Africa.



Answer: Lesotho
2.  Given a birthplace, date of birth, and one other fact name the American novelist for the stated number of points.

1. 5 pts: New York City, Jan. 24, 1862, as Edith Newbold Jones.



Answer: Edith Wharton
2. 10 pts : Richmond, Va., Mar. 2, 1931, he wrote The Kandy‑Kolored Tangerine‑Flake Streamline Baby.



Answer: Tom Wolfe
3. 15 pts : Newark, N.J., Nov. 1, 1871, he was the youngest child of a Methodist minister.



Answer: Stephen Crane
3.  At one time scientists believe organic compounds to be impossible to synthesize in the laboratory.  Answer these questions about organic compounds for the stated number of points.

1.  For 5 points, what organic compound was synthesized in 1828 performing a reaction upon the inorganic compound ammonium cyanate?



Answer: Urea
2.  For 10 points, what chemist performed that experiment?



Answer: Friedrich Wohler
3.  For 15 points, a famous experiment to synthesize organic compounds by modelling primordial atmospheres was conducted by what graduate student working under Harold Urey?



Answer: Stanley Miller
4.  Answer these questions about Canannite mythology FTP each.

1.  Worshipped for a while by the Canannites, he was known in the Bible as the chief god of the Philistines.  He probably as a deity associated with good weather and agricultural fertility and his consort was called Shalash.



Answer: Dagon
2.  Also worshipped by the Philistines, she was the goddess of fertility and sexual love and of war. Crops, newborn animals, and firstborn children were sacrificed to her to assure fertility.



Answer: Astarte or Ashtoreth
3. One of the chief characters mentioned in the 14th‑century BC Ugarit tablets, his death and resurrection were celebrated annually as a part of Canaanite fertility rituals.  His followers were often denounced by Old Testament prophets.



Answer: Baal
5.  Name these "war"s from American history FTP each.

1.  It was a small border conflict over the valley for which this war was named between the inhabitants of Maine and New Brunswick and the fighting was halted by Winfield Scott.



Answer: Aroostook War
2.  It was a series of violent protests by tenant farmers in New York State against the semimanorial system of land tenure on the great Hudson Valley estates.



Answer: Antirent War
3.  Occuring in 1637, it was the first major conflict between Indians and whites in New England.



Answer: Pequot War
6.  Identify these computer languages for ten points each.

1.  Devloped in Europe in the early 1960's it introduced important control structures, such as the "if" statement.



Answer: ALGOL (ALGOrithmic Language)

2. Developed by John McCarthy in the late 1950s, it is used widely among Artificial Intelligence researchers.  Its commands are comprised of "lists" and "atoms."



Answer: LISP (LISt Processing language)

3.  One of the most English‑like languages as well as one of the most widely‑used, it was developed by a team of people which included Grace Hopper.  



Answer: COBOL (COmmon Business‑Oriented Language)

7.  Given a brief description of an English novel, name it, FTP each.

1. In this Hardy novel, Bathsheeba Everdene inherits her father's farm and Gabriel Oak works for her.



Answer: Far From the Madding Crowd
2. This 1852 novel by William Thackeray tells the story fo the illegimate son of the 2rd Viscount Castlewood.



Answer: The History of Henry Esmond
3.  A stonemason is destroyed by the tension between his spiritual and physical aspirations and his failure to find either material or romantic satisfaction in this novel by Thomas Hardy.



Answer: Jude the Obscure
8.  For five points each, name the last ruler in each of these houses.

1.  House of Stuart




Answer: Anne
2.  House of Tudor




Answer: Elizabeth I
3.  House of York





Answer: Richard III
4.  House of Lancaster




Answer: Henry VI
5.  House of Plantagenet



Answer: Richard II
6.  House of Normandy




Answer: Henry I
9.  Identify the poet from lines FTP or from the poem FFP.

1.  10 pts:  "Much have I travelled in the realms of gold / And many goodly states and kingdoms seen"

5 pts: "On first looking into Chapman's Homer"



Answer: John Keats
2.  10 pts: "A boy's will is the wind's will, / And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts."

5 pts: "My Lost Youth"



Answer: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
3.  10 pts: "Thousands at His bidding speed / And post o'er land and ocean without rest: / They also serve who only stand and wait."

5 pts: "On his blindness"



Answer: John Milton
10.  For five points each, identify these film directors from titles of movies they have directed.

1.  "Amadeus", "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"
Answer: Milos Forman
2.  "Silverado", "Grand Canyon"



Answer: Lawrence Kasdan
3.  "The Milagro Beanfield War", "Ordinary People"
Answer: Robert Redford
4.  "Picnic at Hanging Rock", "Gallipoli"


Answer: Peter Weir
5.  "East of Eden", "On The Waterfront"


Answer: Elia Kazan
6.  " Deserto Rosso", "The Passenger"
Answer:Michelangelo Antonioni
11.  Given a sculpture name the artist FTP each.

1. Diskobolos





Answer: Myron
2. Doryphoros





Answer: Polykleitos
3. Hermes with the Infant Dionysos


Answer: Praxiteles
12.  Identify these world authors FTP each.

1.  This Japanese author's best‑known works such as The Woman in the Dunes explore urban life in a surrealistic fashion.  Other works include The Box Man and Beyond the Curve.



Answer: Abe Kobo
2.  This Peruvian writer's novels include The Time of the Hero, The War of the End of the World, and The Storyteller.  He ran unsuccesfully for the Peruvian presidency in 1990.

Answer : Mario Vargas Llosa
3.  This Nigerian author went 22 years without publishing a novel, between 1966's A Man of the People and 1988's Anthills of the Savannah.



Answer: Chinua Achebe
13.  Identify the gland that secretes the following hormones for 10 points each.

1. melatonin





Answer: pineal
2. prolactin, luteinizing hormone, and FSH
Answer: anterior pituitary  

3. calcitonin





Answer: thyroid

14.  30‑20‑10, name the economist.

1.  He received a Ph.D. from Yale in 1884 and taught at the University of Chicago, Stanford University, the University of Wisconsin, and the New School for Social Research.

2.  He argued that a fundamental conflict exists between the making of goods and the making of money and that the entrepreneur is a reactionary predator.

3.  He is best known for his book which introduced the concept of "conspicuous consumption."



Answer: Thorstein Veblen
15.  For five points each, identify these authors of short stories found in 1970's "Science Fiction Hall of Fame."

1.  "Nightfall"





Answer: Isaac Asimov
2.  "Mars Is Heaven!"




Answer: Ray Bradbury
3.  "Flowers for Algernon"



Answer: Daniel Keyes
4.  "The Nine Billion Names of God"


Answer: Arthur C. Clarke
5.  "The Cold Equations"



Answer: Tom Godwin
6.  "A Rose for Ecclesiastes"



Answer: Roger Zelazny
16.  Identify these German kings for fifteen points each.

1. He initially championed the cause of the princes and papacy, but once he became German king in 1106 he reverted to previous policies. Lacking an heir by his wife, Matilda of England, Henry designated his nephew Frederick of Hohenstaufen, duke of Swabia, to be his successor.



Answer: Henry V
2.  He introduced the use of the word Holy in the title Holy Roman Emperor. Burgundy came into his hands by his marriage to its heiress, Beatrix.

Answer : Frederick I or Frederick Barbarossa
17.  Given works by classical musicians, identify them on a 10‑5 basis.

1.  10 pts: Songs and Dances of Death

5 pts: Boris Gudonov




Answer: Modest Mussorgsky
2.  10 pts: The Swan of Tuonela


5 pts: Finlandia



Answer: Jean Sibelius
3.  10 pts: The Cunning Little Vixen

5 pts: Taras Bulba




Answer: Leos Janacek
18.  Identify these beings from Norse mythology for 15 points each.

1. Odin gave up one of his eyes to this sea giant in order to drink from the well at the root of Yggdrasil.



Answer: Mimir
2.  She was princess of the Nibelungs who married Siegfried after her mother gave him a magic potion that made him forget his first love, Brunhild.



Answer: Gudrun
19.  Given an important discovery name the chemist who discovered it, for 15 points.

1.  He is best known for his theory of electrolytic dissociation, or ionization.



Answer: Svante Arrhenius
2.  Among his influential papers was one which discussed the relationships among entropy, energy, temperature, pressure, and volume in thermodynamic systems.  It was unique for using a geometric approach to analyzing the problem.



Answer: Josiah Gibbs
20.  For 10 points each, given a president and a cabinet position, identify the holder of that position who later became president.

1. James Polk, Secretary of State


Answer: James Buchanan
2. Andrew Jackson, Secretary of State


Answer: Martin Van Buren
3. Teddy Roosevelt, Secretary of War


Answer: William Howard Taft
21.  Identify these random authors from works on a 10‑5 basis.

1. 10 pts: The Inspector‑General

5 pts: Dead Souls



Answer: Nikolai Gogol


2. 10 pts: Perelandra



5 pts: The Magician's Nephew



Answer: Clive Staples Lewis
3. 10 pts: Travels with Charley


5 pts: The Winter of Our Discontent



Answer: John Steinbeck
