Geography Monstrosity 3

May 27, 2011

Round 2

Packet by Dallas Simons

Moderator's note: this set features 20-point superpowers (bold text before (*)) and 15-point powers (text before ► ). Some more difficult tossups are 15 (in extreme cases, 20) points all the way through. There are no minus-fives.

1. The semi-precious mineral Blue John is only found in this mountain range's Blue John cavern and Treak Cliff Cavern near the city of Castleton. One national park in this range is thought to be the world's second most visited after Mount Fuji. That park contains Dark Peak in its north and White Peak in its South and contains a feature called Thor's Cave in its Manifold Valley. The (*) Cheviot Hills is a northern extension of this mountain range, which in other areas transitions into the Rossendale and Bowland Fells. This range is home to a namesake trail that extends from Edale to the city of Kirk Yetholm south of the Firth of Forth. The ► Peak District National Park in Derbyshire is the southern terminus of, for 10 points, what mountain range that forms the backbone of England? 

ANSWER: Pennines

2. Architect Carlos Ott designed the tower for the ANTEL corporation headquartered in this city. This city's namesake obelisk is located in a park renamed for former president Jose Batlle y Ordonez which also contains a sculpture of oxen pulling a wagon called La Carreta. Neighborhoods of this city include Pocitos and Buceo, and the Cabildo and the Palacio Salvo are buildings located in the Ciudad Viejo of this city. That area also contains its nation's oldest theatre, the Teatro Solis, which contains streets called (*) 18 de Julio Avenue and Artigas Boulevard. The first World Cup Final took place in this city's Estadio Centario, and this city was supposedly named when explorers shouted “I  ► see a mountain.” For 10 points, identify this city located across the Rio de la Plata from Buenos Aires, the capital city of Uruguay.

ANSWER: Montevideo

3. Accounts of life on this island were made by the Scot J. Alan Thompson, whose three accounts included “Only the Sun Remembers.” The political party LALIT was formed in protest of foreign control over this island. This island encloses Eclipse Bay and Rambler Bay, and many native inhabitants of this island were deported to nearby Peros Banhos in the early 1970s. Along with Speakers Bank and the Egmont Islands, this island is part of the (*) Chagos Archipelago, which itself is of the same geologic formation as the Lakshadweep Islands. This island was discovered by Pedro Mascarenhas and received its name by mistake from a similarly named Portuguese traveler. Used as a stop off between the nearby ► Maldives and Mauritius, for 10 points, identify this island in the British Indian Ocean Territory that is the site of a joint U.S. and U.K. military base.

ANSWER: Diego Garcia [accept Chagos Islands early]

4. A paper by Thomas L. Platt suggests that this region is 64,000 years old based on uplift from the Tiptonville Dome in Lake County and motions of the Blytheville Arch and Crowley's Ridge. It is speculated that the edge of the Farallon plate is currently located below this region. Arch Johnston is a leader in the study of this region, and he analyzed three separate events in this region that took place in the span of six weeks in (*) 1811 and 1812. That incident was responsible for the creation of Reelfoot Lake and forced the Mississippi to run backward. This area is southeast of a similar type of region in the Wabash Valley and is bounded by Marked Tree, Cairo, and its namesake city. Most recently responsible for activity in Greenbrier, Arkansas, for 15 points, identify this region located in eastern Missouri and Arkansas and Western Tennessee whose seismic activity threatens the city of Memphis.

ANSWER: New Madrid Seismic Zone

5. The island of Caprera is located off the northern coast of this island and is accessible from the city of Palau, located near the resort tow of Porto Rotondo. Archeological sites on this island include Tharros, and a type of burial site called a “Giants' grave” can be found on this island and is attributed to its Bronze Age (*) Nuragic culture. This island northern shore contains the glitzy Emerald Coast, and this island's central Gennargentu Range contains its highest peak, Punta La Marmora. Cities on this island include Olbia and its capital on a namesake gulf called the Gulf of the Angels and was known to the Romans as Caralis. Containing the Tirso River, this island is located south of the Strait of  ► Bonifacio and its capital is located at Cagliari. For 10 points, name this second largest island in the Mediterranean after nearby Sicily.

ANSWER: Sardinia

6. One early ruler of this territory was helped in a war against the Iban people by the British adventurer James Brooke. A 1962 uprising in this nation targeted oil resources in its city of Seria. This nation's only port city is Muara, and the city of Bangar is the capital of this nation's Temburong District. This nation's state ideology is the pro-Islam Melayu Islam Beraja, and this nation's seat of government is the Istana Nurul Iman, the world's largest (*) palace. This nation claims ownership over part of the Spratly Islands and it is split in two by the province of Limbang. It has been ruled since 1967 by its wealthy ► sultan Hassanal Bolkiah. For 10 points, identify this nation completely surrounded by the province of Sarawak in Malaysia, one of three countries on Borneo that has its capital at Bandar Seri Begawan.

ANSWER: Brunei

7. One location with this name is in an archipelago surrounding Manan Island but was left out of an 1817 catalogue of islands in Passamoquoddy Bay. That omission led to an ongoing dispute between the United States and Canada over that island in the Gulf of Maine. Another location with this name is located in (*) False Bay and served as a communications outpost during World War II. That island is known for the high density of Great White Sharks in its surrounding waters. The Dutch name of Robben Island in Table Bay means “island of” these  ► creatures. For 10 points, identify this name associated with Machias Island, an island near Cape Town, and La Jolla beach, a type of pinniped from the family Otariidae which was featured in the 1994 children's movie Andre.

ANSWER: seals [accept Machias Island early]

8. Cities in this region include the coastal resort towns of Dahab, Nuweiba, and Taba. This region's northern portion contains the cities of Kakhl and Arish, and strategically important areas in this region include the Mitla Pass and the Gidi pass. The northwest corner of this area contains the Great (*) Bitter Lake. One location in this region for named for a Christian martyr who was condemned to death on a wheel but was instead beheaded. Her head and hand are still present in this region's Saint  ► Catherine monastery. The southern portion of this region borders the Straits of Tiran and Gubal and contains the resort city of Sharm el Sheikh. Bordering the Gulf of Aqaba and the Gulf of Suez, for 10 points, identify this triangle-shaped peninsula controlled by Egypt.

ANSWER: Sinai Peninsula

9. The resort towns of Langstrand and Dolfynstrand are located just north of this city. Attractions in this city include Sandwich Harbor and the offshore  Guano Platform. The city is inhabited by ethnic Topnaars who lived in the Kuiseb River Delta, terminating in this coastal city which serves as an access point for Naukluft Park. The central dune belt near this city is home to Dune 7, a popular sandboarding location. This city was originally controlled by Britain during the scramble for Africa, and this city remained an (*) enclave until 1994 after its nation gained independence in 1990 when it was governed by the Cape province instead of South-West Africa. For 15 points, identify this Namibian city formerly administered by South Africa whose name is Afrikaans for “Whale Bay.”

ANSWER: Walvis Bay

10. One recent occurrence of this type affected the Krossa and Hruna Rivers and was first spotted on a path from the city of Skogar. Recent activity near the city of Vik has brought concerns of this activity occuring at (*) Katla. Immediately after an incident in which the Coast Guard ship Aegir cut the nets of British trawlers, one of these occurrences happened at Eldfell on the island of Heimaey in the Westman Island group. Another one of these events at Laki in 1783 caused six million deaths worldwide and led to famines in Europe and Japan. One of these beginning in 1963 formed the islands of Jolnir and  ► Surtsey. For 10 points, name this type of event, the most recent occurrences of which at Grimsvotn and Eyjafjallajoekull have stymied European air traffic. 

ANSWER: Icelandic Volcanic Eruptions [accept Volcanism in Iceland or close equivalents, prompt on Iceland or Volcanic Eruptions]

11. The “nerdiest” slum in this city is called Hell's Laboratory, and other sections of this city include Little Bitaly.  This city is home to Ed's Hiking Supplies which sells Sherpas as well as Malfunctioning Eddie's Rocket Car Emporium. This city is administered from the cube-shaped Central Bureaucracy, and its public transportation system has stops at South Street and Fishy Joe's restaurant. A monster called El Chupanibre terrorizes the (*) sewers of this city, which contains Lake Mutagenic and a group of mutants. Home to the immigrant neighborhood of Little Neptune and the performance center Madison Cube Garden, ► for 10 points, identify this city built on top of a former city with five boroughs in the television series Futurama

ANSWER: New New York [prompt on New York]

12. This polity lost territory to the British in the Treaty of Sinchula after losing the Duar War, and this polity had governors called “ponlops” and a regent known as the Druk Desi. One ruler of this nation conquered the Lhapa kingdom and was referred to by the title “Shabdrung.” That ruler received Portuguese Jesuit missionaries and unified this nation with his victory at the Battle of Five (*) Lamas. Unified by Ngawang Namgyal, this nation's first king, Ugyen, signed a treaty in its city of Punakha, and the monarchs of this nation took a title meaning  ► “Dragon King” and have all belonged to the Wangchuk royal family. For 10 points, identify this nation which speaks a language called Dzongkha, a Buddhist kingdom located in the Himalayas with capital at Thimpu.

ANSWER: Bhutan

13. According to the legend of the white hairpin, a woman whose husband had died decided to leap into this body of water rather than marry the emperor. This is commemorated by two black reefs past Shanhaiguan Pass. One site on this body of water is the Taoist sanctuary of Bijia Mountain connected to the mainland by the Tian Qiao and another location is the political retreat of Beidaihe. This body of water has an indentation at Laizhou Bay, and cities on its banks include Qinhuangdao in Hebei and Dalian. This body of water is enclosed by the Liaodong and Shandong Peninsulas and it contains the mouth of the Yellow River. For 20 points, identify this extension of the Yellow Sea, a gulf which stretches close to the city of Beijing.

ANSWER: Bo Hai Sea [accept Po Hai]

14. It's not in the Ukraine, but the highest peak in the central portion of this mountain range is called the Gates of Kiev. The world's largest zinc mine is the Red Dog Mine, located on the western edge of this range which serves as the source of the Chandalar River. Cities in this range include Wiseman and the truck stop Coldfoot. The village of Anaktuvuk is located in this range, which the (*) Dalton Highway crosses through Atigun Pass. The highest peak in this range is Mount Chamberlain, and the Richardson Mountains are an extension of this range into the Yukon Territory. For 15 points, identify this mountain range running across northern Alaska. 

ANSWER: Brooks Range

15. This body of water received its name after a group of cliff's were named after the “great cloak” of the explorer Tia. This body of water is located south from Huka falls, and the large manmade Kaingaroa Forest borders the Eastern shore of this body of water, which also contains the fishing hotspot Tongariro National Park. The lake sits in the caldera of a supervolcano that erupted 26,500 years ago in the Oruanui eruption, and that volcano had activity as recent as 180 AD in the Hatepe Eruption. This body of water is located in the same political region as the glowworm caves of Waitomo. Drained by its country's longest river, the Waikato, and situated in the center of North Island, for 20 points, identify this lake, New Zealand's largest.

ANSWER: Lake Taupo

16. This region is located south of an archipelago that includes the islands of Badu, Horn, and Prince of Wales. This region is the site on ongoing calls for separation into a state which would add “Far North” to the name of its current state, including a proposal to call the new region “Capricornia.” This region home to the cities of Bamaga, Coen, and Laura is said to begin north of the Bloomfield River and the city of (*) Cooktown is the gateway to this region. This region extends from Cairns in the Southeast north to the  ► Torres Strait and is located east of the Gulf of Carpentaria. For 10 points, identify this large peninsula located in Queensland.

ANSWER: Cape York Peninsula [prompt on Far North Queensland early]

17. This peak is located just south of the Traveler Mountain Range and it is the highest mountain in its state after  Sugarloaf Mountain. This peak can be accessed by the city of Caribou to the northeast, and traditionally the area around this peak was inhabited by the Abenaki Indians. The Hundred-Mile Wilderness is a stretch of trail south of this peak, which is famous for an arete called the Knife Edge and is located in (*) Baxter State Park. This peak is located on a divide which separates the West and East branches of the Penobscot River. The ► northern terminus of the Appalachian trail is located at, for 10 points, what highest peak of Maine?

ANSWER: Mount Katahdin

18. This archipelago is the site of the Million Dollar Month fishing competition as well as Pirate Week in October. This archipelago's capital is known as Hog Sty Bay, and tourist attractions in this archipelago include the picturesque Seven Mile Beach and limestone formations called Hell. This archipelago was originally named “Las (*) Tortugas” after the number of turtles seen, it is home to a notable Turtle Farm. It is also known for its stingrays, which can be viewed and touched in its Stingray City.  ► For 10 points, identify this three island archipelago that has capital at George Town, a British dependency located south of Cuba in the Caribbean Sea named for a type of alligator.

ANSWER: Cayman Islands

19. This province is the site of the Aspotogan and Chebucto Peninsulas, which bound its St. Margaret's Bay. Alexander Graham Bell Historic Park is located in this province, which contains the city of Truro at the edge of Cobequid Bay. The Digby Gut is a channel off of the Annapolis Basin that juts into this province. One island controlled by this province is separated from the mainland by the Strait of (*) Canso and contains the city of Baddeck, which is the starting and ending point of the Cabot Trail. This province is connected to the mainland through the Isthmus of Chignecto, and it includes the cities of Peggy's Cove, Yarmouth, and Sydney as well as ► Cape Breton Island. For 10 points, identify this Canadian province bordering the Bay of Fundy, formerly known as Acadia that has capital at Halifax.

ANSWER: Nova Scotia

20. The only road running through this region runs over a series of wooden bridges from Pocone to Porto Jofre, though it was planned to run to the city of Corumba. This region is bounded by the Chiquitano forests to the northwest and by the cerrado plains to the northeast. Threats to the vitality of this region include coffee plantations called fazendas and gold mining operations that would bleed mercury into the water. This region is located mostly in the state of (*) Mato Grosso do Sul, and it covers an expanse of roughly 70,000 square miles. For 15 points, identify this region shared between parts of Brazil, Bolivia, and Paraguay, the world's largest wetland. 

ANSWER: Pantanal

TB. One lake in this location is the pelican nesting site at Lake Elmenteita. Another body of water contains the soda lake fish Oreochromis and is fed by the Njoro River. That body of water attracts hundreds of flamingoes due to its high algae presence. One lake in this region has corrosive water due to high magnesium deposits and has a red color, due to the present of sodium carbonate runoff from the nearby volcano (*) Ol Doinyo Lengai. This region contains Lake ► Nakuru and Lake Natron in addition to larger bodies of water, such as. Lakes Kivu, Edward, and Albert. For 10 points, name this north-to-south running geologic formation in East Africa?

ANSWER: East African Rift Valley [accept Great Rift Valley]

