Geography Monstrosity 3

May 27, 2011

Round 4

Packet by Charles Hang et al

Moderator's note: this set features 20-point superpowers (bold text before (*)) and 15-point powers (text before ► ). Some more difficult tossups are 15 (in extreme cases, 20) points all the way through. There are no minus-fives.

1.A location similar to this one seventy five miles to the west near Carondelet was destroyed to construct the nearest major city to this location; the only remaining part of that location is named Sugarloaf. This site is home to a location where an individual was buried with thousands of discs in the shape of a falcon surrounding him, an example of this location’s “birdman” motif. In addition to that location, which also contained (*) sacrificial victims and numbered seventy-two, one site at this location is the Grand Plaza, which was originally surrounded by a stockade along with this location’s ► Monks site. That latter location at this site is also home to a site which shares a name with a similar place in England; that site is Woodhenge.  For 10 points, name this complex of mounds east of St. Louis.

ANSWER: Cahokia Mounds

2.This city lies next to the Pongo de Mainique, which is a series of rapids carved by the Urubamba River, which seperates this city from the town of Aguas Calientes. Locations in this city include the Intihuatana stone, nicknamed the (*) “Hitching Post of the Sun” as well as the zones of the Amautas and Ñustas, the latter of which has trapezoidal doorways. Those locations lie in the three zones of this city, the Sacred District, the Popular District, and the District of the Priests and Nobility. This city's first discoverer donated much of what he found to ► Yale University, which has resulted in controversy with the country in which this city lies. For 10 points, name this location discovered by Hiram Bingham, the most famous Inca city.

ANSWER: Machu Picchu

3.This archipelago was the site of the largest underground nuclear tests ever conducted the United States, which took place on Amchitka Island. This island chain contains the most diverse seabird colony in the Northern Hemisphere located on Buldir Island, and this island chain’s largest city is located in a subgroup of islands which divides this island chain’s West Census Area and East Borough. That subgroup, the (*) Fox Islands, is also home to the tallest mountain in this island chain, the Makushin Volcano. That volcano lies on Amaknak Island in this island chain, which was once known as  ► Dutch Harbor. For 10 points, name this island chain home to Attu.

ANSWER: Aleutian Islands

4.This city's New Church is the site of a mausoleum designed by the de Keyser brothers. That mausoleum in this city is the burial site of a leader killed by the Balthazar brothers, and as a result, became of the burial site of all of his descendents, including Queen Juliana and Prince Bernhard. In addition to being the site of the tomb of (*) William the Silent, this city was known for a type of tin-glazed pottery painted a namesake blue and was the predominant producer of roofing tiles in its home country in the 17th and 18th centuries. One depiction of this city shows a narrow arched doorway with a woman in a white bonnet and brown dress seated within it while in the center a woman in a red shirt and blue dress leans over a broom in another doorway. Another depiction of this city by the painter of The  ► Little Street shows boats anchored on a waterfront across a river from figures in white and black as well as a canal running through this city. For 10 points, name this city viewed in a painting by Jan Vermeer.

ANSWER: Delft

5.The Klickitat people believed that this mountain was once a maiden pursued by warriors named Wy'east and Pahto, who brought down the neighboring Bridge of the Gods in their battle. That maiden, named Loowit, was supposedly transformed into this mountain which was called that by the Sahaptin. This mountain's shape was influenced by the Kalama and Goat rocks periods and it is located in Skamania County. This mountain can be reached by the (*) Spirit Lake Memorial Highway, which has its eastern terminus at this mountain which is also the site of Crater Glacier. This mountain is west of Mount Adams, and the most famous event at this mountain claimed the life of  ► David A. Johnston. For 10 points, name this Washington state volcano which erupted in May 1980.

ANSWER: Mount St. Helens

6.This island's southwestern coast is home to a National Park which is home to Doubtful and Dusky Sounds, while offshore lie the uninhabited islands of Secretary and Resolution. That National Park, Fiordland National Park, is located on this island which is home to the World Heritage Site of Te Wahipounamu, which surrounds a glacier which is the origin of the Waiho River. In addition to being home to the Franz Josef Glacier, this island is home to Lake Matheson, which formed in a moraine left behind by the Fox Glacier. This island is home to the University of Otago, its nation's first university; that university lies in this island's city of (*) Dunedin. This island was struck by a magnitude 6.3 earthquake in ►  February 2011 near its town of Christchurch and it is bordered to the north by the Cook Strait. For 10 points, name this larger of the main islands of New Zealand.

ANSWER: South Island

7.One ethnic group in this nation is known for an initiation ritual known as Yondo. That ethnic group, the largest in this nation, is the namesake of the capital of this nation's Moyen-Chari region, which is also home to its Tupuri people. This nation which is home to the Sara people is also the site of Moundou, which lies on a river which flows northwest to meet the (*) Chari River. That confluence of the Logone River is home to this nation's capital, which is linked by a bridge to the city of Kousseri. That capital of this country is located southeast of this nation's best known feature, which is fed by the aforementioned rivers, but which has ► shrunk up to 95%. For 10 points, name this country bordered on its west by a namesake lake, with capital at N'Djamena.

ANSWER: Chad

8.One of this sea’s largest atolls contains the Bellona and Brampton Reef complexes. In addition to being home to the Chesterfield Reefs, in 2010, this sea saw the wreck of the Shen Neng 1, which resulted in a fuel oil spill which threatened Grand Keppel Island and Shoalwater Bay. This sea’s western boundary is defined by the (*) Arafura Sea and the York Peninsula of its southwestern neighbor and it is fed by the Burdekin River. To this sea’s northeast is a group of islands once under shared British and French rule with capital at  ► Port Vila. That group of islands to this sea’s northeast, the New Hebrides, is now the site of Vanuatu. For 10 points, name this sea named after the organisms which live within it in the form of polyps.

ANSWER: Coral Sea

9.One of this lake’s two ferries is a former German warship once named the Graf von Gotzen renamed the MV Liemba; that warship now travels between between Kigoma and Mpulungu on this lake’s shores. This lake’s main feeder river is home to what many consider to be the largest crocodile on its continent, a man eating monster named Gustave. That river which feeds into this lake is overlooked by the Fizi-Baraka mountains and flows into this lake via Lake (*) Kivu. This lake noted for the variety of its ►cichlid fish species is located in the Western Rift of the Great Rift Valley. For 10 points, name this second deepest lake in the world which lies between the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Tanzania.

ANSWER: Lake Tanganyika

10.One of this river’s tributaries flows past the village of Tuli as well as the gold mining town of Nyangabgwe, also known as Francistown. In addition to the Shashe River, this river’s tributaries include a river which flows through the state of Mpumalanga and passes through the Lebombo Mountains as well as a namesake gorge before draining into the ocean at Xai-xai. This river, the main tributary of which is the Olifants, is formed by the confluence of the Marico River and the Crocodile River and has its southwestern terminus in (*) Kruger National Park. It is noted for the presence of a large sandbar which prevents access by large ships except at high tide, a fact noted by this river’s discoverer, ►Vasco de Gama.  For 10 points, name this second largest African river which drains into the Indian Ocean.

ANSWER: Limpopo River

11.One UNESCO World Heritage site in this province is a set of namesake circular earthen fortresses at sites such as Hekeng and Tianluokeng built by its Hakka people; those locations are this province's tulou. This province's coasts are home to Haitan Island, while it's is bordered on its north by the Wuyi mountains. This province is home to almost all speakers of the Pu-xian variant of its most common dialect, Min, the eastern version of which is also named after this province. This province's city of Xiamen was one of the first Special Economic Zones created by the nation this province lies in and was once known as (*) Amoy, while Quemoy lies off of this province's coast. For 15 points, name this Chinese province with capital at Fuzhou, which lies across the Formosa Strait from Taiwan.

ANSWER: Fujian

12.This mountain's height was surveyed in 2004 by Damien Gildea's Omega Foundation. The first team to climb this mountain was led by Nicholas Clinch, and this mountain is part of a range which also includes Mount Shinn and Mount Tyree; that range is the Sentinal Range. This mountain is bordered by Goodge Col and the Branscob Glacier to its northwest, and it is linked to its southeast to the Craddock Massif. This mountain is also bordered by Branscomb and Crosswell Glaciers. This mountain shares its name with the (*) aircraft carrier which delivered the SEAL team which killed Osama Bin Laden; both are named after the  ► Georgia congressman known as the “Father of the Two Ocean Navy.” For 10 points, name this highest mountain in Antarctica.

ANSWER: Vinson Massif [accept Mount Vinson]

13.This city's International Riverfront includes America's only state park located in an urban area, the William G. Milliken State Park and Harbor, and this city is also the nation's largest urban area to allow casino resorts. This city's bridge connection to its southeastern neighbor is controlled by Manuel Maroun, who is currently suing in response to plans to build a second bridge parallel to his (*) Ambassador Bridge. That bridge links this city to a location in Essex County which is separated from this city by a river named after this city. That eponymous river is home to a location which contains Humbug Marsh, which borders   ►Wayne County and is part of North America's only international wildlife refuge. For 10 points, name this city nicknamed Motown, the largest in Michigan.

ANSWER: Detroit

14.This desert was the site of the wreckage of the bomber Lady Be Good, the crew of which believed they were only a few kilometers away from the sea and travelled northwest into this desert to die of thirst. This desert is the origin of a green crystalline substance used in Tutankhamun’s jewelry which is believed to be the result of meterorite impacts; that substance is this desert’s namesake “glass.” This desert’s eastern portion is known as the Western Desert and it is home to Wadi Sora, which inspired the (*) “Cave of the Swimmers” depicted in the film The English Patient, as well as basin known for its salt flats, the  ► flooding of which was, according to Bruce Arthur, proposed by the CIA. For 10 points, name this desert home to the Qattara Depression, named for the country which is the site of Misrata and Benghazi.

ANSWER: Libyan Desert (prompt on Sahara Desert)

15.This river is home to the Hemlock Gorge and Elm Bank Reservations. The Hatch Shell lies on this river's namesake Esplanade and its current river basin was created by James Storrow. One of this river's tributaries flows from Jamaica Pond through Olmstead Park and drains into the (*) Fens in addition to draining into this river, while another of this river's tributaries originates at Turtle Pond in a namesake reservation and once drained into the  ► Back Bay. Those waterways, the Muddy River and Stony Brook, are tributaries of this river which runs past the Watertown Dam and Waltham. For 10 points, name this largest river of Boston.

ANSWER: Charles River

16. This city's highest point lies in its neighborhoods of Powai and Kanheri. This city lies across a body of water from Raigad District, which is separated from this city by the Thane Creek. This city is the site of a park which originates the Dahisar, Poinsar, and Ohiwara rivers; that park once named Borivili National Park is the largest urban park in the world and is now named after (*) Sanjay Gandhi. This city lies on Saisette Island, and across the Thane Creek to its east is this city's sister city, a “new” version of this city which is the largest planned city in the world. The state this city is capital of became a province as a result of calls for a separate ► Marathi state. For 10 points, name this capital of Maharashtra province, the home of Bollywood.

ANSWER: Mumbai [or Bombay]

17.The Attali Commission supported the elimination of these administrative divisions which are led by a general council elected for six years. One location which recently became one of these entities consists of the islands of Mahoré and Pamanzi and has its capital at Mamoudzou. That example of a location which became one of these entities lies in the (*) Comoros islands and is Mayotte. In addition to Mayotte, examples of these entities include the most populous one, which has its capital in the city of Lille; that example of these entities is ► Nord. For 10 points, name these entities which have their seats of government in prefectures, administrative divisions of France which lie between the region and arrondissement levels.

ANSWER: Departments of France [accept Overseas Departments of France]

18.The two nearest cities to this mountain are Dompu and Bima, and the two main paths to reach its summit start at the villages of Doro Mboha and Pancasila. This mountain is bordered on its west by the islet of Moyo and it lies on the Sanggar Peninsula. This mountain is bordered to its south by Saleh Bay and to its north by a sea which is itself bordered by the Bali, Java, and Banda Seas; that sea is the (*) Flores Sea. The eruption of this volcano on the island of Sumbawa is the most recent meriting a 7 on the Volcano Explosivity Index. For 15 points, name this volcano, the eruption of which resulted in the “Year Without A Summer.”

ANSWER: Mount Tambora

19.This city is home to the thirty meter tall Alyosha Statue commemorating its heroism in the Second World War as well as to the Church of the Savior-on-the-Waters. This city is home to the world’s northernmost Jewish synagogue, as well as a monument to Anatoly Bredov. Along with Churchill, this city is home to one terminus of the (*)  Arctic Sea Route.  This city’s namesake administrative region is home to Severomorsk, which is home to its nation’s  Northern Fleet, and this city is home to the world’s only fleet of nuclear powered icebreakers. This city is located on the northern shores of the Kola Peninsula. For 15 points, name this largest city north of the Arctic Circle, located in Russia.

ANSWER: Murmansk

20.This river is home to the dam with the largest spillway gates in the world, the Masjed-Soleyman Dam, as well as the Gotvad Dam. A UNESCO World Heritage Site which lies on this river is the “Band-e-Kaiser,” or Caesar's Dam, which was supposedly constructed by the army of the Roman Emperor Valerian after its defeat at the hands of Shapur I. This river originates in the Zard Kuh mountains of the Zagros Range and flows through Khuzestan. Along with the Tigris, Euphrates, and Karkheh, it is believed to be one of the four rivers of Eden in the Bible, being identified with the Pishon. The city of Basra was forced to declare a state of emergency after dams built on this river raised the salinity level of the Shatt-al-Arab. For 20 points, name this only navigable river of Iran.

ANSWER: Karun River

TB. This nation's Bay Islands Department has its capital at Roatan and is the home of a group of three islands from which a namesake pirate radio station operated in the 1960s in support of the Bay of Pigs invasion and against Castro; that radio station was later renamed Radio Americas. This nation is separated from its western border by the (*) Motagua River, while its endpoint is Cape Gracia a Dios. This nation's southern shoreline includes its city of San Lorenzo, which lies on the Gulf of Fonseca, and along with its southeastern neighbor it shares the ► Mosquito Coast.  For 10 points, name this nation with capital at Tegucigalpa.

ANSWER: Honduras [accept Spanish Honduras; do not accept British Honduras]

