Geography Monstrosity 3

May 27, 2011

Round 3

Packet by Colin McNamara, David Madden, et al

Moderator's note: this set features 20-point superpowers (bold text before (*)) and 15-point powers (text before ► ). Some more difficult tossups are 15 (in extreme cases, 20) points all the way through. There are no minus-fives.

1. This region was the subject of a draft agreement circulated by U.S. envoy John Danforth that

sought to overturn a provision of the Machakos Protocol. The agreement then led to a 2005

commission to redraw this region’s borders, which was composed of 15 members, including five from the SPLA. Lying in the Muglad Basin, this region’s population is composed largely of two groups, the Misseriya and the (*) Dinka Ngok. Currently it has the unusual status as simultaneously being part of the states of Northern Bahr el Ghazal and South Kurdufan, though it is likely to ► eventually become part of a nation that doesn’t exist yet. For 10 points, name this region seen as a potential flashpoint due in part to its oil deposits that is disputed between Northern and Southern Sudan.

ANSWER. Abyei

2. A struggle between the Flynns and the Dorans for control here led to an 1899 gunfight. Ten casinos were located here during the Great Depression, which led Al Capone, Owney Madden and other mobsters to use it as a safe haven. This city also served as one of the first (*) spring training camps with teams staying at the Arlington Hotel. Other travelers came here to visit America’s smallest National Park. During 1862, the government of the state this city is in was also relocated here for a few months after the Battle of ► Pea Ridge. For 10 points, Bathhouse Row is in what resort town, the childhood home of Bill Clinton in central Arkansas?

ANSWER: Hot Springs, Arkansas

3. In 1115, Conrad III was appointed Duke of this region by Henry V of the Holy Roman Empire. Ansbach, Schweinfurt, and Rothenburg ob der Tauber were part of the eponymous “Circle” of this region founded in 1500. This region is bounded topographically by the Spessart in the west and the Fichtelgebirge in the east. Lower, Middle, and Upper districts with this name form three of the seven Regierungsbezirke of the German state where most of this region is located. Small parts of this region, however, are located in (*) Thuringia and Baden-Württemberg as well. For 15 points, name this region that contains the cities of Würzburg and Nuremburg and the northern third of Bavaria.

ANSWER: Franconia (or Franken)

4. As a planned 2011 expedition to this place has been postponed, SAS member Tom McClean’s record of 39 days spent here in 1985 will stand for now. In 1997 it was briefly occupied by Greenpeace, who temporarily renamed it “Waveland.” It lies near Hasselwood Rock and Helen’s Reef are near this site, which is a permanent home to no mammals but does support nesting Black Guillemots and Northern Gannets if waves don’t wash over it. This island had been annexed in 1955 in the final territorial expansion of the British Empire, but it is currently contested by three other countries: Denmark, Ireland, and Iceland. For 20 points, name this isolated islet in the North Atlantic, some 300 kilometers west of St. Kilda.

ANSWER: Rockall

[Editor's note: this is how canon expansion works. Last year GM2's tossup on St. Kilda was superpowered on the third line, so here's a tossup on the isolated rock west of St. Kilda. --JTH]

5. This polity, whose seat of government is located at Houlton, contains eight unorganized territories, including Square Lake. It also contains E Township and Big Twenty Township, which was the site of a 2002 border incident involving Michel Jalbert. Earlier this year, a World Cup Biathlon event was held in its town of Fort Kent, while a band of Mikmak Indians named for this place is centered in its town of (*) Presque Isle. Another of its major towns, Madawaska, contains the greatest percentage of French speakers in the United States and its economy is structured largely around logging and potato production. ► For 10 points, name this county, the largest in land area east of the Mississippi River, best known for being the namesake of a bloodless 19th century “war” and located in Northern Maine.

ANSWER: Aroostook County

6. This mountain was first summited in 1800 by a party led by the brothers Sepp and Martin Klotz. It lies some 30 kilometers northwest of the city of Lienz and the view from the top of it on a clear day stretches from the Ortler in the West to Triglav in the east. The Pasterze Glacier lies at its base along a heavily traveled road named for this mountain which also contains the phrase (*) “Hochalpenstrasse.” It lies in the center of the Hohe Tauern and on the border of Carinthia and Tyrol, near where both of those states border the state of Salzburg. For 15 points, name this mountain, the second most prominent in the Alps by relative height and which since 1919 has been the highest in Austria.

ANSWER: Grossglockner

7. This desert contains brackish salt flats in the Umm al Samim region and featured a high concentration of shallow lakes from about 10,000 to 5000 years ago. It has seen its fair share of British explorers, including Bertram Thomas who was the first European to cross it, and Ranulph Fiennes who discovered the lost city of (*) Iram here. Caravans used to cross this desert, but stopped around 300 AD. due to increasing desertification which disrupted the ► frankincense trade that had traversed it for centuries. More recently, the oil field of Shaybah was opened on its northern edge by Aramco in the 1990s. For 10 points, name this sand desert of the Arabian Peninsula also known as the Empty Quarter.

ANSWER: Rub al-Khali (prompt on “Empty Quarter” before it is mentioned)

8. In 2010, the Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index placed this city’s quality of life at 161 out of 162 American cities; only Huntington, West Virginia fared worse. This city features a statue at George Lucas Plaza commemorating the movie American Graffiti, which was predominantly set here. It’s home to its namesake Nuts, a minor league Colorado Rockies affiliate, as well as the largest winery in the world, the E & J Gallo. Found in Stanislaus County, this city’s major newspaper, like other (*) Central Valley cities Fresno and Sacramento is named the Bee. For 15 points, name this California city that may have been named for a personality trait of financier William Ralston when he declined to have this city named in his honor.

ANSWER: Modesto, California

9.  Among this polity's least populated areas is Tl’oo’ditsin, now known as the Becenti Chapter, located in the Checkerboard area. The Chuska Mountains run through the center of this sovereign state, and a feature whose name comes from the word tseyi, or rock wall, is carved from the Defiance Plateau. The town of (*) Chinle is located at the mouth of that canyon, Canyon de Chelly. Its largest town of Shiprock is located on the banks of the San Juan River, the only river that flows through it. ►For 10 points, name this nation with capital at Window Rock that administers Four Corners National Monument as a tribal park, the homeland of the most populous tribe in the southwestern United States.

ANSWER: Navajo Nation (accept Dinetah or Navajo Reservation)

10. A civil war battle named for a tributary of this river saw Lew Wallace hold a position on the Georgetown pike. One manmade structure paralleling this river notably had a very large Inclined Plane and still has the Paw Paw tunnel. That structure, whose aqueduct (*) Jubal Early tried to blow up, was superseded by the B&O railroad and is the C&O canal. This river crosses the fall line above Mather Gorge at Great Falls. The ► Blue Ridge has a water gap on this river where a tributary that passes through Front Royal enters this river. That tributary’s namesake valley was fought in by Phillip Sheridan and enters this river at Harpers Ferry. For ten points, the Shenandoah is the largest tributary of what river that forms the southern border of Maryland?

ANSWER: Potomac River.  

11. One structure near this route has a copy of a Sefano Maderno scultpture of St. Cecilia. That catacomb of St. Callixtus is near this route, which was notably avoided during Operation Shingle.  This route leaves one terminal city through the Porta San Sebastiano and connects that city to (*) Capua. One structure built near this route has a window through which the Tomb of Caecellia Metella can be seen. Another  building near this route contains footprints in stone and is the church of Domine Quo Vadis. A canal paralleling this route was built through the ► Pontine Marshes. For 10 points, the followers of Spartacus were crucified along what road that runs from Rome to Brindisi?

ANSWER: Appian Way

12. One book about this city discusses the Grange’s efforts to form cooperatives here and analyzes its economic dominance by looking at regional bankruptcy filings. That book by William Cronon examines civic boosters like William Ogden in discussing “Second nature” and is titled Nature’s Metropolis. Much of the white pine logged in Michigan’s Cutover district was shipped to this city, and the (*) Munn decision was based on grain elevators in this city. This city’s Packingtown was home to a institution on ► Halstead Street that dumped into Bubbly Creek, and this city’s namesake river’s flow was reversed into the Sanitary and Ship Canal. For 10 points, name this city, home to the union stockyards and a number of Louis Sullivan buildings.

ANSWER: Chicago

13. In 1924 Lewis Spence wrote that this island's blood was identical to that of the Iberians, and that a migration of Cro-Magnons from this island to Scotland had endowed Britain with “the greatest poets who ever touched the harp.”  The eastern side of this island faced Gaderius, and in its central plain a royal palace sat on a large hill, surrounded by concentric moats, which were later connected to the ocean by a canal.  This island was abundant in natural resources, including a supply of (*) orichalcum and a large population of elephants. In the center of the palace was a temple covered with silver, an ivory roof, golden pinnacles, and a large statue of six winged horses hitched to the chariot of ► Poseidon. The island of Santorini is one proposed candidate for this place. For 10 points, an impassible mud shoal existed on the site of what land destroyed by an earthquake, according to the dialogues Timaeus and Crito?

ANSWER: Atlantis

14. Two examples of this landform, Cayos de Albuquerque and Cayos Este Sudeste, are located east of Nicaragua but claimed by Colombia. The Ralik Chain contains several of these landforms, which are also the location of the Reagan (*) Test Site at Meck Island. One of these landforms used to contain Bokonijien, Aerokojlol and Nam, which were located near the Bravo Crater. Aldabra, Rennell, and Kwajalein are instances of these structures which also make up the ► Tuamotu and Caroline Islands. Charles Darwin suggested that the genesis of these structures occurs as a volcanic island sinks and coral reefs build up around it. For 10 points, name these structures consisting of coral islands surrounding a lagoon, one of which was the site of the first hydrogen bomb test.

ANSWER: atolls

15. This city's Shah-i-Zinda tomb complex is the permanent home of Shirin Beg Aga.  The monumental gate of the Aq Saray palace is near this city. Elephants were used to bring in marble for the courtyard of a building with an enormous Koran stand, the Bibil Khanum mosque. Many buildings in this city have strongly ribbed domes on very high tiled circular drums. The central square of this city, which has the (*) Ulugh Beg madrasa, is the Registan square.  Clavjio visited this city, and Nader Shah tried to steal a jade slab from this city’s most famous building; that building was excavated by Gerasimov and is the Gur-i-Amir. ► For 10 points, name this city, built as Timur’s capital and now in Uzbekistan.

ANSWER: Samarqand (or Samarkand)

16. The largest settlement in this region was founded by Nabalco at Nhulunbuy to operate a bauxite mine, in a move opposed by the Yirrkala bark petition of 1963. One river in this region is traversed by Cahill’s Crossing near the Ubirr rock art site. A national park in this region is home to the Ranger uranium mine. A river system in this region contains Twin and Jim Jim Falls; that river system is the Crocodile River. Part of (*) Kakadu National Park is in this region, and notable residents of it include the Yolngu. For 15 points, name this region of Australia's Northern Territory, a site of Aboriginal autonomy that shares its name with a Dutch city.

ANSWER: Arnhem Land

17. The highest mountains on this island are found in the Cerros del Macanao. Although not its capital, Porlamar is its chief city and Pampatar is its chief port. Among the most prominent beaches are Playa El Agua and Playa Puerto Cruz. Playa el Yaque is popular among windsurfers. In 1561, it was taken over by Lope de Aguirre, a notoriously vicious conquistador. Its defenders fought off Spanish forces in 1814, and Simon Bolivar was based here for one year in 1816 and drove off the Spanish general Pablo Morillo the next year. It is the main island of Nueva Esparta Province and has its capital at La Asuncion. For 20 points, name this island, the largest in Venezuela.

ANSWER: Isla Margarita

18. The Chola dynasty referred to this area as Timaittivu. Boa Sr, the last person who understood the local dialect Bo died in 2010. The Cleugh Passage separates Landfall Island from the "Greater" part of this location, and it is separated from a nearby nation  by the Coco Channel. Before being moved to Port Cornwallis, Chatham Island held a penal colony at what is now (*) Port Blair, its capital. Its name may be a Malay corruption of the god  ► Hanuman.  For 10 points, name this group of islands located in the Bay of Bengal, which forms a union territory of India along with the Nicobar Islands.

ANSWER: Andaman Islands

19. The Uniab River ends at one of the five ancient deltas here. The Himba people refer to a portion of this as Kaokoland, meaning "to the left" of the Kunene River. Middens provide evidence of past human activity by the Strandloper people who scavenged along its beaches. Wildlife here includes the endemic Heaviside dolphin and cape fur seals that establish colonies at Cape Cross and Cape Fria, where they can be prey for black-backed jackals or brown hyenas. The (*) Benguela current's cold water and the warm air from the desert to its east generates heavy fog that serves as the primary source of moisture in the area. For 15 points, name this area where cape cormorants build nests of seaweed in old shipwrecks on the Atlantic coast of Namibia.

ANSWER: Skeleton Coast

20. This region's native inhabitants, who ate the pitahaya cactus, were the Cochimi people. This region is comprised of four deserts: the San Felipe, the Central Coast, the Vizcaino, and the Magdalena Plain. It was discovered in 1533 by Fortún Jiménez. Its highest point is Pichado del Diablo, part of the Sierra de San Pedro Mártir. Among the towns in its southern portion are its first capital, (*) Loreto, and Santa Rosalía, which features a church designed by Gustave Eiffel. Other cities in this region include  ► Ensenada, Playas de Rosarito, and Tecate. For 10 points, name this peninsula on Mexico’s western coast with largest city Tijuana.

ANSWER: Baja California

TB. One annual event in this city is the “New Year’s by the Sea” fireworks event. Cerro Playa Ancha is the tallest of this city's hills, which are climbed by disused funicular railways. It was founded in 1536 by a conquistador under the command of Diego de (*) Almagro, Juan de Saavedra; he named it for his hometown in Spain. Its port became prominent during the California Gold Rush, declined in the 20th century, but has seen a revival from ships that are beyond Panamax standards. The city has seen many major earthquakes, including one in 1906 and another in 2010. For 15 points, name this capital and largest city of the V Region of Chile.

ANSWER: Valparaíso

