Question Pack for VETO 2013 – Mac Alumni (Jay Misuk, Victor Ferreira, Alex Poon, Craig Moysey, Sameer Rawal)
(Editor’s note: Please be very liberal with prompts! These are generally intended to elicit descriptive answers)

Tossups
1. In 2001 a molecules of a certain type of organic compound were detected via radio signals emitted due to quantum energy state fluctuations in the region of Sagittarius B. The discovery of such a phenomenon has shown that its tautomerization is not unimolecular, as once thought. Different molecules of this type of organic compound have since been found in similar low-energy environments, and the viability of such a phenomenon has been proven at the University of Leeds, where reproduction of such a low-energy environment in the lab led to the creation of methoxy molecules 50 times faster than normal, due to quantum tunnelling. Although most of it is poisonous ethenol, FTP, one could feasibly travel to a cloud of which type of substance and get really, really drunk in a certain place off of this phenomenon?
Answer: Interstellar Alcohol (accept anything to do with alcohol in space; prompt on ‘alcohol’)
2. The ‘heresy of Modernism’ has led to this happening recently to a number of individuals according to the teachings of sedevacantists such as Francis Shuckardt and Yukio Nemoto. Hippolytus of Rome is often considered to be the first person to do this, in the 3rd century, although he was reconciled to Pontian and eventually canonized. Other examples of people who did this include Laurentius, who was supported by Byzantine emperor Anastasius the Two-Pupil against Symmachus, and “a certain Gregory” who was deposed by Holy Roman Emperor Henry II. FTP, what is this process that led to such famous titles as Clement VII and Benedict XIII, who ruled from places other than the Vatican, and without full Catholic support?
Answer: Becoming Antipope (prompt on anything to do with the Avignon Papacy)
3. The X-Files episode that featured the death of The Lone Gunman was titled after this phenomenon. The scheming slave Pseudolus engages in an ancient form of this during the chariot-chase near the end of Sondheim’s A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. In season 7 of Trailer Park Boys, Randy fails to do a variation of this involving a cheeseburger at the grand opening of the Dirty Burger. Extending this concept to politics, Rush Limbaugh claimed that Michele Bachmann might have done this after she claimed that HPV vaccine causes mental retardation. FTP, what is this concept first identified in the 5th season premiere of Happy Days, in which Fonzie proves his bravery by doing completing this action, now used as an idiom to describe when someone is desperately trying to reverse a decline in popularity?

Answer: Jumping the Shark
4. One of these works features a short bench with a wooden cross flanked by two flower pots with white carnations. Another of these works by the same artist depicts a grey and white cat amidst green foliage in an orange pot with a blue background. One of these works by an different artist is a portrait of his colleague Bernard Montgomery, which is currently hanging in the British government art collection. Yet another of these works depicts a Georgia country scene featuring a shiny bell in the foreground of a depiction of the family farm. Such works comprise part of the corpus of, FTP, which category of art, which includes a self-portrait by another artist, in which the artist is depicted brokering peace between Menachim Begin and Anwar Sadat?
Answer: Artistic Stylings of US Presidents (accept anything to do with ‘paintings done by US presidents’)
5. The League of these was founded in 1966, and grants such awards as the Pat Lowther Memorial, Gerald Lampert Memorial, and Raymond Souster Memorial Awards. One of these, who has also worked as a broadcaster, was granted a cash prize by fellow people of this kind for Wilson’s Bowl, who felt that despite being denied an award that year, her work was felt to be “beyond all awards and prizes”. Besides Phyllis Webb, another of these co-founded the journal Boundary 2 and is credited with introducing postmodernism to his country, through such works as The Criminal Intensities of Love as Paradise, and The Hornbooks of Rita K. Along with Robert Kroetsch, such figures as Susan McCaslin and Katia Grubisic belong to, FTP, this group of people which includes the author of such collections as The Journals of Susanna Moodie, and The Circle Game? 

Answer: Canadian Poets
6. This specific subject largely relies upon oral tradition up until European contact and the establishment of Spanish control in 16th and 17th centuries, and structures remaining at sites such as Leluh. Pre-colonial study of this subject on the island known in the native tongue as “upon a stone altar” is divided into three periods, Kawa, Saudeleur, and Nahnmwarki. Little is known of the Kawa period due to paucity of records, but the Saudeleur period saw a foreign invasion that established a kingdom centered at Nan Madol, which has been described as the “Venice of the Pacific”. Around 1628, the Saudeleur dynasty was ended by the semi-mythical Isokelekel, who implemented the decentralized Nahnmwarki system in place throughout subsequent occupations, first by the Spanish, then Germany from 1899, Japan from 1920, then finally by the US as a Trust Territory established by the UN in 1947. FTP, what subject describes the past of the nation comprising the modern states of Yap, Truk, Kosrae, and Pohnpei?
Answer: History of Micronesia (prompt on such answers as ‘history’, or ‘Micronesia’)
7. Like their metropolitan counterparts, these are administered by general councils headed by a prefect, and the first ones were established in the Ionian Sea. These were conquered by the Russians in 1798, and more were not created until reforms in 1848. One of these had its roots in the ‘Fly Whisk Incident’ of 1827, and remained one of these until the Evian Accords changed its status. Another one of these was technically ceded to Sweden upon being conquered by the British in 1813, but it was eventually given back and saw slavery abolished through the efforts of Victor Schoelcher in 1848. Yet another of these derives a significant amount of its income from a spaceport located near Kourou. FTP, what are these particular administrative units of a certain European country, the most recently admitted being Mayotte, in 2011?
Answer: French Overseas Departments (prompt on ‘departments’, or ‘administrative divisions of France’)
8. Defining features of this family include the use of relational nouns to indicate spatial relationships, syntactic ergativity, and a “positional” word class. This family began to split around 2200 BC, but not before acquiring loanwords from Mixe-Zoquean, although members of this family had begun to donate its own loanwords to the neighbouring Xinca and Lenca families. Current members of this family include Ch’ol, which has whistled dialects, the Mamean languages of San Marcos and Huehuetenango, and the Poqom languages of central Guatemala. The Chilam Balam and Popul Vuh were written down in, FTP, the K’iche language of which Central American language family named after the civilization that built Chichen Itza?
Answer: Mayan Languages
9. The Tokay are one of these that reside in Labrynna, largely isolated from outside contact, and are expert gardeners. The Lokomo have pointed ears and very short legs, making it hard for them to move around without assistance. The Cobble resided in pyramid like structures, although most of them have died and become ghosts. The Anouki seem to be a cross between penguins and reindeer, and reside on the Isle of Frost in the World of the Ocean King. More well-known of these include the Picori, who can only be seen by children, and the Subrosians who live under the ground and use Ore Chunks as currency. FTP, what are these entities, which also include the desert-dwelling Gerudo, water-dwelling Zora, and humanoid Hylians?
Answer: Races of The Legend of Zelda Series
10. The splitting field of the polynomial xn – 1 (“x to the n minus 1”) is a Galois extension over the rationals of degree this function evaluated for n. This function appears in the exponent of a theorem which shares a namesake with this function and which is a generalization of Fermat’s Little Theorem. It is a multiplicative function, and a cyclic group of order n has a number of generators equal to this function evaluated for n. For a prime p, this function evaluated for p is equal to p – 1 (“p minus 1”). For ten points, name this function which for a positive integer n gives the number of integers less than n which are relatively prime to n, and which is named for a Swiss mathematician and a Greek letter.

Answer: Euler’s Phi Function or Euler’s Totient Function
11. One of the people implicated in this had previously been the National Chief of the Congress of Aboriginal People, while another was born in Lebanon before immigrating to Canada. Despite accusations of the claims being exaggerated, David Tkachuk (ka-CHUK) insists that all accused parties had been given due process and the accusations are fair. Domestic violence charges have caused one of the accused to be suspended, while another previously hosted Prime Time News with Peter Mansbridge. Mac Harb and Pamela Wallin are two of the four accused, while Stephen Harper’s Chief of Staff Nigel Wright paid back expenses on Mike Duffy’s behalf. FTP, what is this scandal that is currently rocking Canada’s Upper House.

Answer: Senate Expense Scandal (or Residency Scandal or anything that mentions the senate and expenses)

12. One of the first of these was created from 1873-1910 at Garia, as a result of working conditions on Anticosti Island. The Moravian Church began to create these in the 1940’s in the process of developing Hebron and Nain, while Dr. Wilfred Grenfell created these through his work in developing St. Anthony and Charlottetown  on the Great Northern Peninsula. An official Department of Welfare program from 1954-1965 offered between $150 and $600 per family to eventually create 115 of these, although subsequent programs in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s were much more successful. In 2013, approximately 600 of these exist, including such colourfully-named places as Indian Burying Place, Ireland’s Eye, and Pushthrough. FTP, resettlement programs and the decline of the fishing and shipbuilding industries in the 20th century led to the creation of places like Muddy Hole and Woody Island, each with no human population anymore.
Answer: Abandoned Communities of Newfoundland (accept anything to do with Newfoundland ghost towns)
13. A significant event in this novel is the destruction of a Statue of the Virgin Mary, while one character avoids the draft by having his finger cut off by a granite saw. The two major characters spend most of the novel practicing “The Shot” wherein one character lifts the other to be able to dunk a basketball. Despite John Wheelwright having feelings for his cousin, his best friend is the one she ends up falling in love with. A crucial moment comes when one character hits a baseball which kills John’s mother, and the climax occurs in an Arizona airport where the main character saves the lives of several Vietnamese children. FTP, what is this novel by John Irving, poorly adapted into the movie Simon Birch?

Answer: A Prayer for Owen Meany
14. Scottish historian Lord Kinross argues that a son of Suleiman the Magnificent and his favourite Ukrainian wife earned this epithet for two reasons: the first being that he decided to invade Cyprus rather than support the Granadan Morisco Revolt, and the second being that he died from a fever he acquired upon slipping over the wet floor of an unfinished bath-house.  Another ruler who earned this epithet was deposed as King of the Germans in 1400 but continued on as Bohemian king until he died of a heart attack while hunting in 1419; he earned this epithet upon being unable to accept an invitation to a reception hosted by Charles VI of France. Besides the alternatively-named Selim the Blond and Wenceslaus the Idle, perhaps the most notorious ruler of this epithet was the Byzantine Emperor Michael the III. Despite good standing among Arab sources, later historians bestowed upon him, FTP, which epithet, perhaps in reference to his prodigious imbibement of imperial wine?
Answer: Rulers Nicknamed “Drunkard”
15. The Persian Bayan can be described as an example of this, as could The Peloponnesian War by Thucydides, and the Summa Theologica of Aquinas. Other historical examples of this material include the longest epic in the English language, The Faerie Queen, Balzac’s La Comedie Humane, and Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales. Max Brod released much of this material, contrary to a certain friend’s wishes. Also fitting this description are what has been described as the seminal work on algorithms, Knuth’s The Art of Computer Programming; the sequel to Mein Kampf, Zweites Buch; Hemingway’s The Garden of Eden, Tolkien’s The Silmarillion, and Twain’s The Mysterious Stranger. All of the aforementioned work are, FTP, what kind of writing, like Dickens’ The Mystery of Edwin Drood, in which the murderer has never been revealed due to the death of the author?
Answer: Unfinished Literature (accept anything to do with books being incomplete)
16. The first of these to take place in recorded history saw no casualties other than some livestock done in by drunken revelry, and resulted in the capital being moved to Fort Nashwaak for the next couple years. During Father Rale’s War, one of these resulted from an attempt by Richard Phillips to take back 82 New English prisoners, and was led by the fisherman Captain John Elliot. After 2 hours, the New English had the upper hand due to their use of grenades and experience with muskets. Another of these resulted in a massacre of British villagers under the command of Joseph Broussard during Father Le Loutre’s War, which would be repeated in Lawrencetown and Lunenburg. In 1776, Jonathan Eddy caused one of these at Fort Cumberland in an attempt to bring the American Revolution to the colony where, FTP, what events happened in a particular province that used to include St. John’s Island and what is now New Brunswick?
Answer: Battles in Nova Scotia (also accept Battles in Acadia)
17. Their creator has won four Grammy awards, one of which was for his work Hornsmoke. These works have been divided into three periods; the first which saw the creation of a Traumarai for solo piano and the Echo Sonata. The second period includes the Concerto for Horn and Hardart, a Peruckenstuck, the half-act opera The Stoned Guest, and a Concerto for Bassoon vs. Orchestra. In the third, known as the Contrition period, works such as the cantata Iphigenia in Brooklyn and the chamber piece Diverse Ayres on Sundrie Notions were discovered. More famous works in this collection include The Bluegrass Cantata, Erotica Variations, Trite Quintet, The Grossest Fugue, Pervertimento for Bagpipes, Bicycle, and Balloons, and the minimalist masterpiece, Prelude to Einstein on the Fritz, which was dedicated to the composer’s friend Philip Glass. FTP, such pieces comprise these works, allegedly penned by the man whom Beethoven blamed for his deafness, and apparently discovered by musicologist Peter Schickele? 
Answer: Compositions of PDQ Bach (accept anything to do with the music of Peter Schickele before mentioned)
18. Blue ribbons have been used to signify protest against the phenomenon that fuels this genre of film, which incorporates extensive use of what has been coined the “Cher effect”. One of the earliest successful examples encourages listeners to “stop having a boring life”, and features footage from an 80’s dance mix. Another example of this by the same artist features the likes of Jim Mora and Joe Namath. A more recent hit features the refrain: “My neighbour got big testicles cuz we see this dude everyday!” and features Cleveland resident Charles Ramsey. Perhaps the most-viewed example of this is a 2010 single featuring the artistic stylings of Antoine Dobson, who claims that you should hide your husband, “cuz they rapin’ everyone out here”. djsteveporter and schmoyoho are creators of, FTP, examples of what phenomenon on a popular social media website denigrated by such artists as Jay-Z and Christina Aguilera?
Answer: Use of Auto-Tune on YouTube (also accept anything to do with ‘songifying’ the news)
19. This player is a Nashville native and played collegiate golf at Vanderbilt before turning pro in 2004. In 2012, this player was ranked number one in putting strokes gained and also won the FedEx Cup. In 2007 he earned his first PGA Tour win at the Wyndham Championship and was named PGA Tour Rookie of the Year. This player has five PGA Tour wins, including the Farmers Insurance Open and the Tour Championship in 2012, but has never placed higher than third in a major, which he did at the 2008 Masters and the 2012 British Open. He shared the 54-hole lead at the 2013 Masters with Angel Cabrera, but shot 75 in the final round to finish tied for sixth. For ten points, name this current 7th ranked player in the World Golf Rankings.

Answer: Brandt Snedeker
20. An eponymous toxidrome named after this neurotransmitter can be caused by a variety of drugs such as tricyclic antidepressants, and the much more fun cocaine and MDMA. Symptoms include dilated pupils, tachycardia, tremor, and hypertension. Most of the body’s reserve of this neurotransmitter is stored in enterochromaffin cells in the digestive system, where it causes contractions. Drugs that antagonize this neurotransmitter’s receptors are used to combat nausea, especially in chemotherapy patients. Another class of drugs that increases the amount of this chemical in the brain is used as an anti-depressant. Brand name drugs such as Prozac and Zoloft do this by inhibiting it’s reuptake by the presynaptic neuron. For ten points name this neurotransmitter derived from tryptophan and modulated by SSRIs. 

Answer: Serotonin 
21. Henry VIII passed a law legalizing this practice as a form of capital punishment to be used for murderers who killed others via poison. Robert the Bruce had this done to alleged sorcerer William de Soules, and this act was reserved for rapists and coin forgers in the Holy Roman Empire. In Mongolia, defeated Khans would be subjected to this, because it would not violate the taboo against spilling the blood of a noble. This was done publicly to the 16th century inspiration for the Legend of the Mystical Ninja video game series upon failing to assassinate Toyotomi Hideoshi. Although discontinued in much of the world due to the slow and painful nature of this punishment, political dissidents in Uzbekistan have been shown by British forensic pathologists to have undergone this in the past decade. FTP, what is this practice, frequently depicted as happening upon encountering cannibals in cartoons, that may result from having done something to “land you in hot water”?
Answer: Death by Boiling (accept anything to do with execution by being boiled alive)
22. In Sumerian myth, Ea did this in the heart of Apsu after killing him and Mummu. A footprint left by Shangdi caused Jiang Yuan to do this in ancient China. In Japanese mythology, this happened to the demon-slayer Momotaro when an old woman found a giant peach floating down a river. According to the Maori, Taranga did this to Maui by throwing her topknot into the sea, which is then wrapped in seaweed by ocean spirits. Dughdova did this with a shaft of light, according to Zoroastrianism, and a rock did this in Mithraism. All of these myths share in common, FTP, which phenomenon that also happened in Mayan myth via blood spat from a skull, in Greek myth via Zeus’s thigh, and in Christianity via the Virgin Mary’s interaction with the light?
Answer: Miraculous Conception of a Son (accept anything to do with giving birth to a son by unconventional means)
23. In one story from this collection, a man lays out his furniture in his front lawn, and later the man plays records while a young couple dances in his driveway. That story is entitled “Why Don’t You Dance?”, and was the basis of a 2011 movie starring Will Ferrell. In another story from this collection, a boy is hit by a car, leading his mother to neglect to pick up a birthday cake. That story is an early version of the author’s later story “A Small, Good Thing.” The titular story sees Mel, Terri, Laura, and Nick sitting around a table, drinking gin and talking about the titular concept. For ten points, name this short story collection by Raymond Carver, whose title implies a discussion about love.
Answer: What We Talk About When We Talk About Love

24. This description can apply to Calvino’s collection The Crow Comes Last, as it can apply to entities identified under paragraphs 1.31 and 1.35 of the European Commission English Style Guide. A start codon is almost always preceded by a 5’ (prime) region of this kind in molecular genetics, while adenylate-uridylate-rich elements are located in the 3’ (prime) region. In linguistics, a calque will often require more historical analysis than other loanwords to prove its progeny. The original prequel to Earthbound, Mother, was one of these, as is Mother 3. FTP, these are what items that include, among other things, the Rongorongo tablets of Easter Island, anything written in Linear A, and most national mottoes?
Answer: Things that are Untranslated
Bonuses
1. It’s time for historical ‘Who’s your daddy?’ Identify the fathers of the following rulers, FTPE:
A. Pippin, King of the Lombards and titular character of a Stephen Schwartz musical, was the second son of this man and his wife Hildegard. Despite what the musical may indicate, Pippin was actually quite effective at helping his father subdue the Avars.

Answer: Charlemagne (also accept: Charles the Great, Carolus Magnus, Charles I)

B. Tutankhamun, the famous 18th century BC boy pharaoh, was the product of incest between this father of his and one of his aunts. His father famously established a new capital at Amarna and incurred the wrath of many when he abandoned the traditional Egyptian pantheon for a new monotheistic system that Tutankhamun quickly dismantled.
Answer: Akhenaten (also accept: Amenhotep IV)

C. Arcadius and Honorius, the first true Eastern and Western Roman emperors, were both sons of this last ruler of a unified empire. As well as defeating the usurpers Eugenius, at the Battle of Frigidus, and Magnus Maximus, this emperor made Christianity the official state religion of the empire, for which historians granted him the epithet of ‘the great’.
Answer: Theodosius I (also accept: Flavius Theodosius Augustus)
2. Adam Ewing is poisoned during a journey across the Pacific; Robert Frobisher serves as an amanuensis to composer Vyvyan Ayrs; Luisa Rey attempts to uncover a conspiracy involving a nuclear power plant; Timothy Cavendish escapes from a nursing home; Sonmi 451 attempts to incite a revolution; and Meronym observes Zachry’s tribe on Hawaii in a post-apocalyptic world. FTPE:
A. These are the six loosely intertwined storylines which compose what 2004 novel?
Answer: Cloud Atlas
B. Cloud Atlas was written by this British author. 
Answer: David Mitchell
C.  The movie adaptation of Cloud Atlas is notable for having multiple actors each playing multiple roles across the various storylines. The only actor to appear as the same character in two storylines is James D’Arcy, who portrays this character, the young love interest of Robert Frobisher and later a nuclear scientist who provides Luisa Rey with an incriminating report.
Answer: Rufus Sixsmith

3. Welcome to Chez Canada, home of fine Canadian cuisine. FTPE: 
A. Your appetizer today will consist of fresh muktuk sliced into cubes by a traditional ulu, served with soy sauce and garnished with mousefoods. Muktuk is of course this traditional Inuit raw snackfood.

Answer: Whale skin (also accept: whale blubber)
B. The main course will consist of cod tongues and scrunchions, served with maple syrup baked beans, fiddleheads, bannock, and a bowl of yellow pea soup. We would be glad to tell you that scrunchions are better known as this, to the uninitiated.

Answer: Pork rinds (also accept: deep fried pork fat, or anything to do with fried pork leftovers)

C. Dessert will consist of a sampling of Pets de soeurs, or ‘Nuns’ Farts’, Nanaimo bars, butter tarts, and a slice of this stone soup of the pie world, otherwise known as a mixed-berry pie.
Answer: Bumbleberry Pie
4. “Gee, I wonder what’s going on in Kyrgyzstan these days?” Said no one ever, except for Jay. Answer these questions about current news items in the second-poorest country in Central Asia, FTPE:
A. Apparently drunken Kyrgyz soldiers shot dead a border patrolman of this neighbouring country on Tuesday, further escalating tensions caused by recent ethnic standoffs and pressure created by uncertainty over the two countries borders concerning the Ferghana Valley.
Answer: Republic of Uzbekistan
B. The Nezavisimaya Gazeta newspaper reports that China is prepared to invest up to $500 million into modernizing the Heat and Power Plant in this largest Kyrgyz city, which only currently has 13 out of 24 boilers functioning.

Answer: Bishkek
C. Apparently tourism is on the rebound since civil unrest and revolution in 2010. PM Jantoro Satybaldiev is particularly focused on redeveloping infrastructure to, and surrounding, this large Kyrgyz lake, which will be aided by the building of a new airport at Tamchi, saving tourists the 300km drive from Bishkek. 
Answer: Lake Issyk-Kul 
5. There are a lot of scary things out there that can kill you. Some are small and hard to see. For ten points each, answer the following questions about infectious diseases.
A. This newly emerging illness is named after the region where the index case was detected. It is caused by a novel coronavirus that was first isolated from the sputum of a man in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

Answer: MERS or Middle East Respiratory Syndrome

B. Parasites of this genus first invade hepatic cells before invading your red blood cells and causing anemia, fever, and if you’re really screwed, seizures and coma.  Examples of species within this genus include falciparum, vivax, and malariae. 

Answer: Plasmodium

C.This illness is due to a namesake toxin secreted by the causative bacteria. The toxin causes increased chloride secretion from small intestinal cells, leading to a characteristic secretory diarrhea with “rice water stools”. Contrary to a popular saying, John Snow does know something about this illness. 

Answer: Cholera

6. Footage was captured of the accident which showed the plane coming in low and striking the seawall which then caused it to flip. It was also recently confirmed that one of the deceased was killed not by the crash, but by a responding emergency vehicle.

A. Asiana Airlines Flight 214 recently crashed upon landing at the airport in which major American city?

Answer: San Francisco
B. Local television station KTVU came under fire for broadcasting pilot names which turned out to be the result of a prank by an NTSB intern. For 10 points, name any 2 of the 4 names which were broadcast by KTVU

Answers: Sum Ting Wong, Wi Tu Lo, Bang Ding Ow, Ho Lee Fuk (any 2 of the 4)

C. Asiana Airlines Flight 214 was a scheduled flight which took off from which city on the Korean Peninsula?

Answer: Incheon
7. Given the flags of subnational entities or administrative regions, identify the country to which they belong, FTPE:
(see Appendix at end of pack)

A. Answer: United States of America (the flag is of Hawaii)

B. Answer: Russian Federation (the flag is of the Chechen Republic)

C. Answer: Federative Republic of Brazil (the flag is of Goias State)
8. Who doesn’t love inappropriate mythology? Identify some items from the more crude side of myth, FTPE:
A. In Hittite myth, Kumarbi struggles for the throne of the sky with his father, Anu, and only succeeds upon specifically doing this, mid-fight. How his head got down that low, and why he thought to do this is anyone’s guess.
Answer: Castrates his father with his Mouth (accept clear-knowledge equivalents to ‘bites his balls off’)

B. According to the Nez Perce, this figure pounded his penis in an effort to make it long enough to rape some women across a river. However, the oldest of the women chops it off, and apparently created a dam.
Answer: Old Man Coyote
C. In imitation of various tales of bestiality in Greco-Roman myth, according to Lucretius, many games held at Roman festivals would feature women copulating with bears and crocodiles, as well as these reptiles that would be inserted in the vagina, or used to suckle their nipples.

Answer: Snakes
9. So, just because you’ve won the Nobel Prize in Literature, you think you’re hot stuff now, eh? Try to answer these questions about some lesser-known laureates, FTPE:
A. Karl Adolph Gjellerup, whose work was inspired by “lofty ideals”, and Johannes Vilhelm Jensen, who was credited with poetic imagination that had “rare strength and fertility”, are two of the winners from this country, also home to Henrik Pontoppidan.
Answer: Kingdom of Denmark
B. This Japanese winner’s output includes a number of essays written in collaboration with his wife Yukari. He won the Akutagawa Prize in 1957 for Prize Stock, and the 1967 Tanizaki Prize for The Silent Cry.

Answer: Kenzaburo Oe
C. A poet and essayist, this 1987 winner was born in Leningrad, and appointed US Poet Laureate in 1991. His most famous works include the collections Elegy for John Donne and Other Poems, and A Part of Speech, and the 1991 play Democracy!.
Answer: Joseph Brodsky
10. Sometimes you stage a coup, sometimes you fail miserably and become a footnote in history. Answer these questions about failed coup attempts, FTPE:
A. A Venizelist coup attempt in this country in 1935 actually hastened the collapse of the Second Republic, when the popularity of General Kondylis soared due to his rapid handling of the situation.

Answer: Greece (also accept: Hellenic Republic)

B. The Kyujo Incident was a failed military coup intended to prevent this from happening, when the officers involved were unable to persuade the Eastern District Army to join their cause. Having been unsuccessful at removing the Imperial House, the disgraced officers were compelled to commit seppuku.

Answer: Surrender of Japan in WWII

C. The Mantsala rebellion failed to overthrow the Social Democrats in power in this country in 1932. The ultra-nationalist and anti-communist Lapua Movement was defused when President Svinhufvud promised that only the leaders of the coup would be punished upon surrender.

Answer: Republic of Finland (also accept: Suomi, Suomen Tasavalta, Republiken Finland)  
11. His most recent release in his native Japan is Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage while his most famous non-fiction involves interviews with survivors of the 1995 Sarin Gas Attacks. 

A. Who is this Japanese author of such works as Kafka on the Shore and Norwegian Wood?

Answer: Haruki Murakami
B. Murakami’s most recent release which has been translated to English is this novel which concerns an alternate timeline, a professional assassin and a second, malformed moon. Its title in Japanese is a play on words on a famous dystopian novel.

Answer: 1Q84 (do not accept 1984)

C. Formerly one of Murakami’s most outspoken critics, this author presented Murakami with the Yomiuri Prize for The Wind Up Bird Chronicle in 1995. Some of his works are influenced by the fact that his eldest son Hikari has severe brain damage.

Answer: Kenzaburo Oe
12. Their most notable accomplishment may have their performance in a brawl against Team Mexico. Name some of the people who represented Canada at this year’s World Baseball Classic for ten points each:
A. Undoubtedly the most prominent name on Team Canada’s roster is this Cincinnati Reds first baseman who recorded only two hits in Canada’s three round robin games.
Answer: Joey Votto
B. This pitcher and 2010 second overall draft pick for the Pittsburgh Pirates was the youngest member of Team Canada and started Canada’s final tournament game against the United States.
Answer: Jameson Taillon
C. The manager for Team Canada was this man who has managed Team Canada in all three World Baseball Classics thus far as well as the 2006 Olympic Games. He played 12 seasons for the Blue Jays between 1977 and 1989 and also served as a coach during John Gibbons’ first stint as manager of the Blue Jays.
Answer: Ernie Whitt
13. Given the opening refrain of the following works, identify the work FFPE (for 5 points each), and the composer for the remaining FPE (5 points each):
(again, refer to the appendix below)
A. Answer: Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun by Claude Debussy (also accept: Prelude a l’apres midi d’un faune)
B. Answer: Eine Kleine Nachtmusik by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (also accept: A Little Nightmusic; Serenade No. 13 for strings in G Major; K 525)

C. Answer: Also Sprach Zarathustra Op. 30, by Richard Strauss (also accept: Thus Spoke Zarathustra; Thus Spake Zarathustra)
14. What do you call the study of language in relation to various neural mechanisms? Jay’s four-year part-time degree, that’s what. Answer some things to do with neurolinguistics to show whether you can make sense of this stuff any better, FTPE:
A. Early advancements in the field were made possible by work done by this man, who in the early 20th century mapped the brain and divided it according to cytoarchitecture, known as his eponymous ‘areas’.

Answer: Korbinian Brodmann
B. The use of electroencephalography and magnetoencephalography identified this first language-relevant brain response, related to semantic issues in language comprehension.
Answer: N400

C. PET and fMRI scanning techniques provide high spatial resolution when locating a BOLD response, generated by hemodynamic activity related to brain functionality. BOLD is an acronym that stands for this 4-word type of response.

Answer: Blood Oxygen Level-Dependent response
15. When travelling overseas, it might be a good idea to know what language people are likely to be speaking. In a world of over 6800 languages, very few hold any sort of official status of any kind. Identify these countries from their major languages, FTPE:
A. English (official), Kriol (lingua franca), and Spanish (minority)

Answer: Belize

B. French (official), Lingala (national), and Munukutuba (national), which is a Kikongo-based creole
Answer: Republic of the Congo (also accept: Republic du Congo)

C. English (official), Tigrinya (official), and Arabic (official). Interesting, since very few people even understand English in this East African nation.
Answer: State of Eritrea (also accept: Hagere Ertra, Dawlat Iritriya)
16. A body which possesses this property and conforms to Hooke’s law can be referred to as “Hookean”.

A. What is this property, a materials ability to return to its original shape and size after having been deformed. 

Answer: Elasticity
B. Hooke’s Law is stated as F = kx in which F is the force needed to extend or compress a spring, x is the distance the spring is extended or compressed, and k represents this innate quality of the spring itself.

Answer: Stiffness
C. Used to measure the stiffness of an elastic material, this measure was named for a 19th Century British scientist despite being developed earlier by Euler. It is measured in units of pressure.

Answer: Young’s Modulus

17. Back in the day when there were fewer writing conventions to adhere to, one could go to town with subtitling literature. Identify these famous works from their lengthy subtitles, FTPE:
A. A Thomas Paine pamphlet: “Being an Investigation of True and Fabulous Theology”
Answer: The Age of Reason
B. An Elizabethan play: “Containing, His treacherous Plots against his brother Clarence; the pittiefull murther of his innocent nephews; his tyrannical usurpation; with the whole course of his detested life, and most desired death”

Answer: Richard III
C. A 17th century English work by this man was subtitled: “Or the Contemplative man’s Recreation, Being a Discourse of Fish and Fishing, Not unworthy the perusal of most Anglers”
Answer: Izaak Walton
18. Given the works, identify the sociologist, FTPE:
A. The Division of Labour in Society; The Elementary Forms of Religious Life; Rules of the Sociological Method.

Answer: David Emile Durkheim
B. The System of Modern Societies; Family, Socialization, and Interaction Process; The Structure of Social Action
Answer: Talcott Parsons
C. Archaeology of Knowledge; The Birth of the Clinic; Madness and Civilization
Answer: Michel Foucault
19. Try to collect as many points as you can by answering the following questions about collectathons, FTPE:
A. One of the first games to be recognized as a collectathon is this 1995 adventure platform game, where collecting all of the DK coins and Bonus coins will allow you to complete the game with 102%, although it is unnecessary for actually completing the game, and won’t unlock a secret boss.

Answer: Donkey Kong Country 2: Diddy’s Kong Quest

B. This winner of the Academy of Interactive Arts & Sciences “Console Action Game of the Year” and “Outstanding Achievement in Art/Graphics” for 1999 had players solving collecting notes to open doors in the hub world, and solving puzzles to collect Jiggies which would allow players to advance to the final battle with Gruntilda.
Answer: Banjo-Kazooie

C. A more modern collectathon that is much more challenging than the others is this game, to be released in August on all major consoles. This fifth installment in Ubisoft’s incredibly challenging and strange platforming franchise sees the titular character collecting Lums, freeing captured Teensies, and ultimately attempting to put a stop to the Bubble Dreamer’s nightmares.

Answer: Rayman Legends
20. Women can be philosophers too? Who knew! Identify some cerebral females, FTPE:
A. One of the earliest women philosophers ever identified was this priestess of Delphi, who was identified by ancient sources as the teacher of Pythagoras, and informed his moral doctrines.

Answer: Themistoclea (also accept: Theoclea)

B. Perhaps better well-known is this German-American political theorist who developed the ideas of homo faber, animal laborans, and the ‘banality of evil’. Her most famous work is probably Eichmann in Jerusalem.

Answer: Hanna Arendt
C. Probably the pre-eminent philosophress today is post-structuralist from University of California-Berkeley. Her work focuses on feminism, queer theory, rhetoric, Jewish philosophy, and seminal work is Gender Trouble.
Answer: Judith Butler
21. Who’s ready for some early Chinese literature? Anyone? No? Oh well. Here’s some questions about it FTPE anyways:
A. This father of Chinese historiography traveled widely and worked as court astrologer for Emperor Wu of Han. His Records of the Grand Historian covers more than 2000 years of general history in the jizhuanti style.

Answer: Sima Qian
B. In 1972, fragments of this man’s Art of War were found in Yinque Mountain. It was written as a military strategy guide for the State of Qi, and was written during the Warring States period, and is not to be confused with a text of the same name compiled by his distant relative Sun Tzu.
Answer: Sun Bin
C. Writing much later, but considered the founder of modern Chinese literature was this head of the League of Left-Wing Writers and sympathizer of the May Fourth Movement. His more well-known stories include “A Mad-man’s Diary” and “The True Story of Ah Q”.

Answer: Lu Xun (also accept his penname, Zhou Shouren)
22. US demand for cocaine has fuelled a decades-long conflict with drug lords and guerrilla groups in Colombia that occasionally flares up despite Dec. 2012 peace talks. FTPE:
A. This past week, 19 soldiers were killed in a skirmish with members of this left-wing guerrilla group that had captured a vacationing US soldier in El Retorno.

Answer: Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (also accept: RAFC, FARC)

B. This man, Colombia’s president since 2010, has vowed to retaliate ‘with the entire machinery of war’, while still offering to continue with peace talks on July 28.
Answer: Juan Manuel Santos Calderon

C. Besides identifying as Marxist-Leninist, Revolutionary Socialist, and Left-wing Nationalist, FARC claims to follow this ideology particularly popular in Venezuela, coined by Hugo Chavez to describe an ideology that is a combination of the thoughts of Marxist philosopher Federico Brito Figueroa and the ideals of the first president of Gran Colombia.

Answer: Bolivarianism
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