Minnesota Tossups I

1. The NOVA special, "The Body Within" described these as "the body's first 

internal line of immune defense."  The two major types of these white 

cells are macrophages and neutrophils, both of which are produced in the 

bone marrow.  FTP, name these microbes which ingest and destroy invading 

organisms.

A: PHAGOCYTES

2. This director's most recent film is based upon the silly, silly premise 

that a person could further their career by being at the center of a 

star-studded murder trial.  FTP, name this director of "My Own Private 

Idaho" who has given into commercialism by directing the Nicole Kidman 

film, "To Die For".

A: Gus VAN SANT

3. The lyrics on Vanessa Daou's current album, ZIPLESS, are based on

the works of this author.  Her writing is characterized by themes of sexual

awakening.  She also has a keen sense of humor as seen on her appearances

on Bill Maher's TV show POLITICALLY INCORRECT.  FTP who is this author of

FEAR OF FLYING?

A:  Erica JONG

4. She was a painter, sculptor, and writer as well as an actress.  Her

performances were characterized by her graceful movement and the clarity

andrich tone ofher voice.  FTP what is the name of this most famous of

French actresses noted for her leading roles in Racine's tragedies?

A:  Sarah BERNHARDT

5. After he died his body was stolen by grave robbers and used in an

anatomy class at Cambridge University, his Alma Mater.  Luckily, it was

quickly recognized and and reentered.  FTP name the author of A SENTIMENTAL

JOURNEY THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY  and the classic TRISTRAM  SHANDY

A:  Laurence STERNE

6.  He was an opponent of the theologian Anselm and wrote the celebrated 

"History of My Calamities"  FQTP name this 12th cenury logician who was 

castrated for seducing his 17 year-old student, Heloise.

A:  Peter Abelard
7. The New York Times called him "perhaps the most important intellectual alive today" despite his devastating critique of bias in the media and thought-control in democracy in his book Manufacturing Consent. FTP, name this linguist whose anarchist politics have no obvious connection to his famous Syntactical Structures.

     A: Noam Chomsky

8. He took an obscure piano suite by Modest Mussorgsky and arranged it for orchestra. 

His arrangement of Pictures at an Exhibition is now known world-wide. His most famous original work consists of one long crescendo that inspired a Bo Derek love scene in a movie of the same name. FTP, identify this composer of Bolero.

     A: Maurice Ravel

9. It's the only state capital who's lst two letters are the same as its state postal code.  FTP, name this city, home to the CBA's Patroons and that wacky Petaki?

A: Albany

10. Kevin McClatchy, John Rigas, and a group from Northern Virginia have each 

attempted to purchase this baseball team which has been in the same city for the last 100 years. Each group has tried to get the Rooney family involved in the process. FTP, 

identify this team whose stars have included Lloyd Waner, Honus Wagner, Roberto 

Clemente, and Barry Bonds.

     A: Pittsburgh Pirates

11. This elementary principle was postulated by G. H. Stahl. It provided 18th century 

chemistry with a unifying principle. One theory of combustion held that this was lost by substances when they burned. FTP, identify this substance made obsolete by Lavoisier's oxygen theory of combustion.

     A: phlogiston

12. Hawaiian: Mahalo.  Ojibwe: Miigwech (Mee-GWAYCH).  Zulu:

Siyabonga.  Malay: Terima kasih.  Portuguese: Obrigado.

Arabic: Shokhran.  Vietnamese: Cam on (both syllables

equally accented).  Hebrew: Todah (Toe-DAH).  Finnish:

Kiitos (KEE-tohs), and Mandarin: Shay shay (accent on

first).  These, FTP, are all ways of saying what to the

moderator for kindly giving you ten points?

     A: THANK YOU or THANKS

13. In her recent autobiography she relates that her first husband was a cranberry products salesman named Dick Meeker.  Her first major co-star was also a Dick.  FTP, name this actress who's most bloved character was a single woman who moved to  the very city your feet are currently planted in.

A:  Mary Tyler MOORE

14. Yakutia, Mordvinia, Buryatia, Tuva, Karelia, Daghestan and Bashkortostan are among its autonomous regions, each organized around one of its over 100 ethnic groups.  FTP, identify this federation, whose best-known minorities are

the Tatars and the Chechens.

     A: RUSSIAn Federation

15. They tend to gulp down larger chunks of food than they can

easily manage, forcing them to gasp for air, at which time

their tear ducts discharge copiously.  Native to Africa,

Asia and the Caribbean region, this family has survived

unchanged for 65 million years, but now all 14 species are

either endangered or close to it.  FTP, identify these

reptiles.

     A: CROCODILEs

(HN: Alligators may also have the tear habit, but they are

native only to the Americas and China, so do not accept

after "Native to Africa.)

16. If you took the digits in the date that Nicole Brown and Ronald Goldman were murdered, and added them together you'd have this number which interestingly enough is a number very important to O.J. Simpson.  FTP, what is that jersey number?

A: 32 (6/12/1994)

17.  This minister was born in 1813 and graduated from Amherst in 1834. He 

held a position of religious, social, and political prominence, and his 

image survived an 1874 adultery trial which ultimately found him not 

guilty. He was a noted abolitionist who also incorporated evolution into 

his Christian theology before dying in 1887. FTP, who was he?

A: Henry Ward BEECHER

18. This film originally had a mediocre showing at the box office, gaining 

its greatest acclaim after the initial thrill had faded. Arthur Miller 

wrote the screenplay, John Huston directed, and Clark Gable and Marilyn 

Monroe each gave their last performances in, FTP, what 1961 film?

A: THE MISFITS

19. Peace, Wasps, Knights, Clouds and Frogs are all plays, FTP, by what 

master of ancient comedy, the only surviving comedian we have records of?

ARISTOPHANES

20. In 1745, "God Save The King" was not far from the truth, as this 

exiled Scottish nobleman and his Highlander army invaded England.  

However, he turned back unexpectedly, and his forces were beaten at 

Culloden in 1746.  FTP, name this Stuart heir to the throne.


BONNIE PRINCE CHARLIE  (ACC: Charles Edward Stuart)

21.  This Shakespeare play is also known as What You Will, and includes in 

its cast Valentine, Curio, Feste, Sebastian and Antonio.  FTP, what is 

the more popular name of this cross-dressing comedy, with Viola, Olivia, 

duke Orsino and Malvolio in the cast?


TWELFTH NIGHT

22.  The Last Command, Dark Apprentice, Truce at Bakura, Dark Force 

Rising and Heir to the Empire are all books, FTP, in what science fiction 

universe created by George Lucas?


STAR WARS

23.  Thirty-six states have towns that share this name, but with a population of 30,000 the largest is in Iowa.  FTP, what is this town name that is also the last name of a president, a vice-president and a funkadelic musician?

CLINTON

24. Interestingly enough, he is the voice of both Mr. Burns and Smithers on The Simpsons.  Talk about your sticky relationships.  FTP, name this personality who has been a troupe member on Saturday Night Live and is a founding member of Spinal Tap.

A:  Harry SHEARER

Minnesota Tossups II

1.Last name's the same: the captain of the cruiser USS Indianapolis 

that delivered the first two atomic weapons to Tinian island and was 

later torpedoed and sunk by a Japanese submarine; and the first person 

officially charged with involvement in the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing.  

FTP, give this Scottish surname.

A: MCVEIGH

2.This ship holds the record for the greatest number of people ever carried 

on a single vessel--17,000.  This occured in WWII when it was used as a 

troop carrier to shuttle Allied troops.  FTP, name this vessel, now an 

immobile museum and hotel permanently docked in Long Beach, CA.

A: r.m.s. QUEEN MARY

3. The last one ended around 10 thousand years ago, though many experts believe

it is still occurring.  It is identified with the Pleistocene Epoch.  FTP

name this glacial period.

A:  The ICE AGE

4. He founded the notorious Air America.  During WWII he commanded the

14th Air  Force.  He was a favorite of Chiang Kai-shek's who gave him the

command of the Chinese Air Force in 1937.  FTP who was this General whose

Flying Tigers, despite their best efforts, could not prevent the fall of

Burma in 1942?

A:  Clair CHENNAULT

5. He achieved fame as a general against the Germans.  While living in

self-imposed exile on the Isle of Capri, his refect of the Praetorian

guard, Sejanus, ran the Roman Empire as a dictator.  Who FTP was this Roman

Emperor at the time of Christ who succeeded Augustus?

A:  TIBERIUS Claudius Nero

6. He's been played in the movies by Dick Shawn, Derek Jacoby, Alec

Guiness, and Anthony Hopkins.  At his death he believed he had been too

kind.  He wanted to become an artist but decided to conquer the world

instead.  FTP name this Schicklegroober.

A:  Adolph HITLER

7.  He was considered the epitome of the Chivalric code, despite the rumor that 

he had had an affair with Eleanor of Aquitiane and he was the first Islamic 

leader to stop the Frankish advance into the Holy Lands.  FQTP name this first 

Ayyubid Sultan.

A: Saladin (accept Salah-al-Din)
8. T. H. Sidgwick espoused a cognitivist version of it. J.J.C. Smart updated Sidgwick's work and considered non-cognitivist meta-ethical theories. R.B. Brandt divided it into "act" and "rule" forms. FTP, identify this ethical theory first proposed by Jeremy Bentham and then defended by John Stuart Mill.

     A: Utilitarianism

9. A professor of political science at Georgetown University, she was a charter member of the conservative Coalition for a Democratic Majority, a group that advocated a tougher American foreign policy. FTP, name this US ambassador to the United Nations perhaps best known for an affair with Bill the Cat.

     A: Jeane Kirkpatrick

10.  This British band recently lost its original bass player but gained 

a significant American audience when it replaced Sinead O'Connor on the

Lollapalooza tour.  FTP, name this band, fronted by a former member of 

Suede, who scored a huge modern rock hit with their tune "Connection."


A: ELASTICA

11. "An insufficient donation given grudgingly after being

asked" is the lowest rung on his "Ladder of Giving;" the

highest is charity that leads to self-sufficiency.  An

Egyptian-based philosopher sometimes called by the acronym

Rambam, he was also a physician whose patients included the

Sultan Saladin; his most famous work was a response to

Muslim philosophy called _The Guide to the Perplexed_.  FTP,

identify this 12th-century Sephardic Jewish thinker.

     A: Moses BEN MAIMON or MAIMONIDES

(HN: Rambam stands for Rabbi Moses ben Maimon.)

12. Blues and rock guitar solos are usually built on the minor

key version of this type of scale, which is also

characteristic of the music of hunting and gathering

cultures.  Although this term can describe any scale with

the right number of notes, in Western music, it typically

refers to diatonic scales without the fourth and seventh

tones.  FTP, identify the type of scale that in the key of C

major comprises the notes C, D, E, G and A.

     A: PENTATONIC scale

13. (Note: please express answer in metric equvalencies) A ball is dropped 

from a rooftop and strikes the ground seven seconds after release. FTP 

and within ten meters, how high is the roof?


A: 240 meters (accept 230-250 M)

14. Born in 1921, this Swiss playwright used an absurdist approach to 

express concern for the future of humanity and to show his hatred of 

oppression. In his 1958 play "The Visit," he uses a metaphorical 

situation to show the poisonous nature of fascism. Other works of his 

include "The Marriage of Mr. Mississippi" and "Play Strindberg: The Dance 

of Death." FTP, who is this writer who died in 1990?


A: Friedrich DURRENMATT

15.  This planet has the second highest mean density and one of the lowest

surface gravities of any in our solar system.  For a quick ten points, name

this planet that gained its name because it has the greatest mean orbital

velocity.

ANS: _MERCURY_

16. At the age of 5 he read "The Arabian Nights", announced his conversion

to Islam, and started calling himself Abdul Alhazred, later to become the

name of the author of his most famous fictional creation.  For ten points,

name this author of the Cthulhu Mysteries and creator of the fictional

Necronomicon.

ANS: Howard Phillips _LOVECRAFT_

17.  The site of the largest U.S. Coast Guard Base will soon be up for sale,

as this New York Harbor island will be vacated by the base in 1998.  FTP, name

this 175-acre island 800 yards off of the southern tip of Manhattan.

ANS: _GOVERNOR'S_ Island

18. He has seven tongues, each with its own name, and forms an equal trinity

with Surya and Vayu.  In the Mahabharata, he devours the entire Khandava

forest, though briefly prevented by the rain-god Indra.  Sometimes called

the eldest son of Brahma, for ten points, name this Hindu god of fire.

ANS: _AGNI_

19. "Our family wishes you and yours a joyful holiday season and a new year blessed with health, happiness and peace."  You can't get a more mundane greeting than that enscription on the inside of the holiday card that went out from this family in 1994. 

At least the people who received the card will probably hang on to it, because it's not every day you get a card from Bill, Hillary, Chelsea and Socks.  FTP, name this #1 family.

A: The CLINTONS

20.  God knows they could probably afford to pay to have their name on a sports facility, but at least they could have done it in America.  FTP, name the the corporation who's monicker you'll find on the new arena where the Vancouver Grizzlies play their home games.

A: GENERAL MOTORS 

21. This novel about Jacques Cormery was released last month, more than fifty

years after the publication of the author's first novel and more than thirty

years after the discovery of this novel's manuscript in the remains of the car

wreck that killed its author in 1960. For ten points, name this

autobiographical last novel of Albert Camus.

ANS: The _FIRST MAN_

22. The westernmost country on the bulge of western Africa, this nation's flag

consists of three vertical stripes--green, yellow, red--with a green star at

the center.  FTP, what nation led by Abdou Diouf almost completely surrounds

The Gambia and has its capital at Dakar?

ANS. _SENEGAL_

23. Its architecture and its name are a synergistic tribute to Buckminster

Fuller. For ten points, what is this Disney ride whose geodesic dome

dominates the skyline of DisneyWorld's EPCOT center?

ANS: _SPACESHIP EARTH_

24. Quentin Tarantino has optioned four of this man's stories to make them

into movies, the first of which, "Kill Shot," should be out next year.  His

Hollywood lineage goes all the way back to "3:10 to Yuma" in the Forties.

FTP, name this author whose newest book-to-film voyage is "Get Shorty."

                ANS: Elmore _LEONARD_

