2009 Terrapin Invitational Tournament XXIII

Strip Russian Roulette – the Naked or the Dead

Packet by Harvard (Andy Watkins, Brenda Lin) 

Edited by Chris Ray, Jeremy Eaton, and Jeff Amoros. 

1. A minister's son and his chaffuer Ambrosio meet at a dog pound and end up conversing at the titular bar in one of his works, while novel by this author of the memoir A Fish in the Water tells the stories of characters like the Turk, who turns himself in only to be tortured and executed by Ramfis, and a girl whose father was complicit in her rape by the title character; that work begins as Urania Cabral returns home to (*) Santo Domingo. In addition to The Feast of the Goat, he wrote about “the Circle,” a group composed of four cadets at the Leoncio Prado Academy, and another novel in which one title character eats little more than eggs and mint-and-verbena tea as he produces a staggering number of half-hour serials, though Pedro Camacho decides to kill off his characters at the end of each one. FTP, identify this Peruvian author who wrote The Time of the Hero and Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter.

ANSWER: Jorge Mario Pedro Vargas Llosa

2. The greatest king of this polity became so paranoid about assassination that he accidentally killed off all potential male heirs, spoiling an impressive legacy that saw him reorganize the army under English advisors Robert and Anthony Sherley and expel the Portuguese from Bahrain.  Its first leader took advantage of a revolt led by Shah Kulu to invade a neighbor, defeating the “White Sheep” and Sinan Pasha with his (*) Qizilbash force, having, earlier established a capital at Tabriz, and claimed the title Shah of Azerbaijan. This polity signed a treaty at Qasr-i Shirin after a defeat at the hands of Murad IV and fought a war against the Uzbeks under Shah Abbas. Wary of the spread of its Shia faith, Selim I attacked this dynasty, defeating Ismail I at Chaldiran. FTP, identify this dynasty that ruled Persia until 1722. 

ANSWER: Safavid Dynasty 

3. This piece was created following a friendly rivalry over the composer's Morning Papers and another man's Evening Papers, and draws inspiration from the German farce Das Gefangnis and vaudeville Le Reveillon.  A key scene in this work revolves around the theft of a pocket watch by a character (*) dressed as a Hungarian countess, who had earlier been serenaded with “dove that has escaped” by Alfred.  The source of the various plots in this work is revealed through the terzette “a strange adventure,” sung by Alfred, Rosalinde, and Eisenstein.  Prince Orlofsky, the host of the central ball, has helped organize an elaborate revenge plot by Falke, who was left drunk in the city square dressed as the title creature.  FTP, name this operetta by Johann Strauss, named for a flying mammal.

ANSWER: Die Fledermaus or The Bat

4. Finch used this to model the diffuse reflection of X-rays by crystal lattices, while Galwey and Brown object to the overzealous application of the Arrhenius equation to solid-state reactions because it cannot always apply.  The Dulong-Petit fails at low temperatures because of a reliance on it, while the Rayleigh-Jeans law incorrectly assumed that it extended to (*) blackbody radiation.  The Sackur-Tetrode equation applies precisely when its eponymous statistics do, which are the limit of Fermi-Dirac and Bose-Einstein statistics at high temperature or low concentration. Mathematically, it describes the length of a three-vector with components are normally distributed around zero. FTP, identify this doubly-eponymous probability distribution, most often applied to the speeds of a large number of frequently colliding, non-interacting particles.

ANSWER: Maxwell-Boltzmann distribution 

5. In The Birds, this figure is selected as the envoy to beg Pisthetaerus to resume worshipping the gods. He fathered the spirit of modesty, Aidos, as well as Hellen and a son fathered with Pronoia who married Pyrrha and became the last of the Bronze race.  His mother is referred to as “neat-ankled” by Hesiod, who cites her as (*) Clymene, while his father is linked with Noah's son Japheth and is called Iapetus.  His less-intelligent brother, whose name fittingly indicates “afterthought,” joined this figure in sitting out during the Titanomachy but later married Pandora.  This father of Deucalion and brother of Epimetheus famously tricked Zeus into accepting cattle bones as a sacrifice, leading to his chaining on Mt. Caucasus and daily liver surgery conducted by a eagle.  FTP, identify this Titan who liked watching over man so much that he pissed everyone off by giving them fire.

ANSWER: Prometheus

6. A highly-charged scene in this work sees the main character deride the naked body of a man who had raged about tobacco cutting procedure, leading to a standoff that prompts Phoeby to speculate about the protagonist's murderous intentions.  Another character has some drunken brawls with Dick Sterrett and Coodemay, and promptly (*) beats the main character when Mrs. Turner's brother comes to visit.  Despite leaving in a blue satin dress with that husband, the protagonist returns in overalls after losing him to rabies during a hurricane, completing a series of ill-fated marriages to Logan Killicks, Jody Stark, and Tea  Cake.  Set centrally in the author's hometown of Eatonville, FTP, identify this story of Janie Crawford, a novel by Zora Neale Hurston.

ANSWER: Their Eyes Were Watching God

7. Given some line, a nonintersecting oriented curve constitutes this kind of meander, while in game theory, this kind of "-loop model" assumes that players cannot remember their opponents' play, and in functional analysis the Banach-Schauder theorem refers to surjective continuous linear transformations. Invariance of domain holds that any locally injective continuous function between two manifolds must be this kind of (*) map. In a metric space, this adjective applies to every set such that for all points in that set, there exists a neighborhood around that point contained in the set. Denoted for an interval with parentheses, rather than square brackets, FTP, identify this term describing a set that does not contain its boundary, also the complement of a closed set.

ANSWER: open 

8. This man's early career was marked by official charges over brutality like his mass execution of insurgents to celebrate Good Friday in the wake of the Battle of Puruaran.  This man's opposition to the Pepa Constitution was cited in a document he provoked by dissolving the congress, proclaimed at Casa Mata.  This designer of his country's modern flag led the Army of the (*) Three Guarantees, which forced the Treaty of Cordoba and was named for the principles of religion, independence, and unity developed by this man and Vicente Guerrero in the Plan of Iguala.  Later facing a rebellion led by Santa Anna, FTP, identify this one-time nobleman who, after securing independence from Spain, made the not so great choice to become Emperor of Mexico in 1822.

ANSWER: Agustin Cosme Damian de Iturbide y Aramburu

9.  One character played by this actor complains about genetic modifications made upon a Pomeranian owned by Danica Talos, who had previously made that character her “little vampire cabana boy.”  Besides playing a character whose nametag reads “Hello, my name is FUCK YOU,” Hannibal King, he appeared a surgeon in Harold and Kumar Go to White Castle, which reunited him with Kal Penn, who played Taj, the protege of this actor's (*) Van Wilder.  Roles in Blade: Trinity, Smokin Aces, and the lead in Definitely, Maybe have helped this actor atone for his role as Richard on Two Guys and a Girl and flops like The Amityville Horror and Just Friends.  FTP, identify this actor who appeared with Dane Cook in Waiting..., also noted for breaking up with Alanis Morisette before marrying Scarlett Johansson.

ANSWER: Ryan Reynolds

10. In one early example of these works, a gardener watering flowers is tricked by a young boy into pointing the hose into his own face.  In others, a crowd of photographers pours off of a ship, a man repeatedly tries to mount a horse but finally resorts to sitting sidesaddle, and a wall's destruction is played in reverse.  Particularly famous ones show a man and his wife feeding their baby breakfast and the arrival of a train at a station, which prompted the audience to panic.  Besides The Waterer Watered, (*) Horse Trick Riders, and Blacksmiths, the most famous one was made in two versions, alternately including a dog and a horse and carriage among many workers leaving the factory.  FTP, identify these works of early cinema created by two pioneering French brothers in the 1890s.

ANSWER: Films/works of the Lumiere brothers (Auguste and Louis) (accept equivalents)

11. He addressed intellectual genre mixing in an essay subtitled "The Refiguration of Social Thought," the first essay in  Local Knowledge. He distinguished between frightening, possessing, familiar, place, and guardian spirits, addressed "Curing, Sorcery, and Magic," and analyzed "The Slametan Communal Feast as a Core Ritual," in his The Religion of (*) Java.   He uses the term"superorganism" and describes how "The Moon" is eaten by a priest after its defeat by "River-Walker” in another work, whose title was derived from Bentham to indicate the stakes of the central event. Emphasizing the need for anthropologists to appreciate context in "Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight," FTP, identify this author of The Interpretation of Cultures. 

ANSWER: Clifford James Geertz 

12. Citrate synthase operates via conducting a close analogue to this reaction between acetyl-CoA and oxaloacetic acid, while this reaction occurs on glyoxylate during pyruvate metabolism, giving S-malate, thanks to the enzyme malate synthase. A derivative of succinic acid reacts via a lactone intermediate in a modification of this reaction named for (*) Stobbe. Common base catalysts include alkoxide ions, to prevent transesterification. Crossed ones commonly employ ketones or nitriles, and an intramolecular variation of this reaction is named for Dieckmann. For 10 points, identify this reaction between an ester and an ester enolate, which yields a beta-ketoester and can be contrasted with aldol condensation.

ANSWER: Claisen Condensation 

13. News of this clash led to the abandonment of a plan to attack Ninety Six by Isaac Shelby and the Over Mountain Men, who won a skirmish days after at Musgrove Hill.  A series of well-timed bayonet charges by men under Lord Rawdon against troops led by Johan de Kalb along Flat Rock Creek prevented the near-reversal of this battle, which saw the capture of seven heavy guns at the Rugeley Property by (*) Tarleton's dragoons.  It set the stage for the operations of Francis Marion and Nathaniel Green's assumption of command after the losing general foolishly arrayed his militia together on his left flank.  Following the fall of Charleston, it marked the high point for Cornwalli's campaign.  FTP, identify this 1780 British victory in South Carolina, most famous for its immediate aftermath in which Horatio Gates outran the rest of his retreating force by over one hundred miles.

ANSWER: Battle of Camden

14. The initial speaker in one of this man's poems accuses the titular character of writing verses which "give a chap the bellyache" and which are likened to "such tunes that killed the cow". The titular character then responds to his drunken friend by telling him that "ale's the stuff to drink for men whom it hurts to think" and with the story of a (*) king who builds up tolerance to poison. The narrator of another poem is told to "give guineas and rubies away, but keep your fancy free," advice to which his reaction changes during the titular phase in his life. Another titular character is carried "shoulder high" after he wins his town a race, a scene compared to when he is again carried "shoulder high" to the threshold of his home, this time at his death. FTP, identify this English poet of "Terence, This is Stupid Stuff", "When I Was One and Twenty", and "To An Athlete Dying Young," all of which come from his best known cycle of poems, A Shropshire Lad. 

ANSWER: Alfred Edward Housman

15. Crown gall disease arises when this action, enabled by the vir codon, causes affected cells to produce opines. A strain of one organism called FC40 is said to require this process due to its dependence on the genes called recA, B, and C, while Lederberg and Tatum first observed this process in another strain called K-12. This process takes place in (*) paramecium only under poor nutrient conditions. Its initiation in one typical case requires TraI, a relaxase, as well as the integrated host factor; generally, it requires an appendage called a pilus. A process beginning at the oriV and known as vegetative replication often follows this process, one canonical example of which, studied in E. coli, involves an episome called the F-factor. Contrasted with transduction and transformation, for 10 points, identify this process by which bacteria transfer genetic material through direct contact. 

ANSWER: conjugation 

16. This figure was associated with the sycamore tree, whose figs were given to the dead for food upon arrival in the underworld, and also rubbed gazelle milk into Horus's eyes, restoring his sight. Sometimes conflated with Mehturt, the son of one form of this figure was the Scarlet Lord, Mahes, while another child was Ihy, the bull of confusion. Ra once (*) complained about humanity's insubordination to this figure, leading her to transform into a more wrathful form who was only sated when Ra filled the Nile with red-dyed beer, sufficiently intoxicating her into vacating the lion form of Sekhmet. FTP, identify this Egyptian goddess, the personification of the mikly way, typically depicted as a cow. 

ANSWER: Hathor [accept Mehturt or Mehurt or Mehet-Weret or Meher-uret before mention; go ahead and prompt if someone buzzes in with Sekhmet)

17.  The major achievement of Polish diplomat Roman Dmowski occurred contemporaneously with this agreement.  Article 156 of this agreement prompted a famous stand by diplomat Wellington Koo, and prompted a call in one country for the withdrawal of the 21 demands and a solution to the Shandong Problem, eventually prompting the New Culture Movement.  In addition to provoking (*) China's May 4 movement, it created the Polish corridor and isolated East Prussia, and was later modified by plans named for Young and Dawes.  The most famous creation of this treaty was targeted by Henry Cabot Lodge, leading the US senate to vote against ratification, dooming the League of Nations.  Negotiated by Vittorio Orlando, Georges Clemenceau, David Lloyd George, and Woodrow Wilson, FTP, identify this treaty signed in the wake of World War I at a palace outside Paris.

ANSWER: Treaty of Versailles

18.  Mr. Philander observes the awkward greeting between Mr. Canler and this character, who notes the “strange earthen drums” within a natural amphitheater in which he later reburies a chest full of doubloons. He reflects on his victory over Horta in the chapter “The Fear-Phantom,” though regrets his actions after seeing his cousin William Cecil.  Before learning French from Paul D’Arnot, this figure kills Tublat and Kerchak, with the latter’s death giving him control of Kerchak's (*) tribe.  This man saves Esmerelda and another woman from Sabor’s clutches in a cabin built by his father, whose picture books had first taught this character English.  More formally known as Lord Greystroke, FTP, name this admirer of Jane Porter and creation of Edgar Rice Burroughs, a man famous for growin up in the wild “of the Apes.”

ANSWER: Tarzan of the Apes

19. Redington Pass runs between the Santa Catalina and Rincon mountains in this state, which includes the unfortunatelsy-named historical site of Homolovi.  The Mogollon Rim separates them from their Western neighbors, while its city of Two Guns lies on Diablo Canyon, which borders the Barringer Meteorite.  Cliff Dwellings abound in its Montezuma Castle and (*) Walnut Canyon parks, while Chile Formations can be seen in the Painted Desert region.   Also home to the Saguaro Petrified Forest National Parks, it is separated from Nevada by Lake Meade and Hoover Dam.  Home to cities like Glendale, Mesa, and Flagstaff, FTP, identify this Southwestern state whose cities also include Tempe and Tucson, as well as its capital, Phoenix.

ANSWER: Arizona

20. He referred to articles and prepositions as "formal words," and he treated intersubjectivity, arguing that the ego was correlative to the world in his incomplete The Crisis of the European Sciences. In one of his works he relates the natural numbers to Brentano's descriptive psychology, while the first volume of another work proposes that the categorical intuition may bridge the material and eidetic (*) spheres, allowing us to associate a state of affairs with a situation of affairs.  This author of Philosophy of Arithmetic and Ideas suggested that knowledge of essences must be attained through a first-person description via bracketing, or epoche. He attacks psychologism in Prolegomena of Pure Logic, the first volume of a work that also covers mereology and intentionality. FTP, name this author of Logical Investigations, considered the father of phenomenology. 

ANSWER: Edmund Gustav Albrecht Husserl 

TB 1. This result was found to provide an alternative to Couchman and Jesser's thermodynamic methods in a study of tiny metal particles and of water molecules trapped between lipid bilayers, both mesoscopic systems. It may be generalized by applying a Margules function, though this statement only applies specifically to situations where chemical interactions between components are equal in strength to those within a (*) component, that is, in an ideal solution. Its formulation resembles Henry's law, and azeotropes are notable exceptions to it. FTP, identify this statement of phase chemistry that holds that the vapor pressure of the components, weighted by mole fraction, give an ideal solution's vapor pressure. 

ANSWER: Raoult's law 

TB 2. This character's guilt is discovered when a journalist finds an earring and bones in the stove. While on death row, the last person to whom this character speaks is Boris Max, a lawyer from the Communist party. Max is introduced to him by Jan Erlone, who this character attempts to frame for the (*) murder of Jan's girlfriend. However, it is the protagonist who murders Mary, accidentally smothering her with a pillow and then burning her body in a moment of panic. Despite fleeing from the scene, this character finally decides that the muder has given him a purpose in life. His rape and subsequent murder of his girlfriend, Bessie, is far overshadowed by the case of Mary Dalton. For 10 points, name this violent Richard Wright character, the protagonist of the novel Native Son. 

ANSWER: Bigger Thomas

TB 3. One ritual associated with this process had an associated myth in which Sunlight Boy walks a pair of rainbows into the sky, the Navajo Waterway ritual. The kami Onamuchi and Sukunahikona determined how this act ought to be done, and the modern Shinto sect of Ten-rikyo emphasizes it. Called celestial horsemen of the sun and representative of the two Pranas, the Vedic lords of this act operate by (*) balancing the Tridoshas, and are known as Ashwins. The hands of kings could supposedly do this to scrofula, and a character known for this ability was born when the body of his mother Coronis was about to be burnt on a pyre and was himself killed by Zeus for raising the dead. For 10 points, identify this characteristic ability of Asclepius. 

ANSWER: healing [accept equivalents]

1. In this story, Bill Driscoll and Sam Howard attempt to exploit the “philoprogenitiveness” of Summit, Alabama to earn a quick two thousand dollars. FTPE:

[10] Identify this story about a pair of kidnappers who eventually pay the father to take back his own utterly aggravating son.

ANSWER: “The Ransom of Red Chief”

[10] "The Ransom of Red Chief" was written by this author, best-known for writing about some heartwarming/ horribly depressing Christmastime confusion experienced by impoverished couple Jim and Della in “the Gift of the Magi.”

ANSWER: O. Henry [or William Sydney Porter] 

[10] After falling in love with Annabel Adams, safecracker Jimmy Valentine attempts to go straight by becoming shoe salesamen Ralph Spencer in this O. Henry story from The Four Million.  Heends up revealing his identity when – what else – some children lock themselves in a bank safe.

ANSWER: A Retrieved Reformation

2. This author of Mutual Aid: A Factor of Evolution, in which he contends that animal species form partially cooperative societies to survive, also wrote The Conquest of Bread. FTPE: 

[10] Identify this Russian author of Fields, Factories, and Workshops who defined nihilism in terms of a search for individual freedom. 

ANSWER: Pieter Kropotkin 

[10] Pieter Kropotkin advocated a communist form of this political belief, forms of which were endorsed by Proudhon, Emma Goldman, and more recent writers like Noam Chomsky.  Its Greek origins suggests an absence of ruling authority.

ANSWER: Anarchism [accept word forms] 

[10] In his best known work, In Defense of Anarchism, this modern philosopher advances arguments about how there can be no de jure politically legitimate state. He also wrote The Poverty of Liberalism in support of Mill. 

ANSWER: Robert Paul Wolff 

3. This painter of Apotheosis of Penelope Boothby depicted a robed figure sittingcross-legged, head and arms drooping down in Silence. FTPE: 

[10] Identify this artist of Lady Macbeth Seizing the Daggers, Titania and Bottom, and Thor in the Boat of Hymir, also  known for Odysseus in front of Scylla and Charybdis. 

ANSWER: Henry Fuseli 

[10] Fuseli is best known for this painting, in which an incubus sits atop a sleeping woman and the disembodied, ghostly head of a horse pokes out from a curtain.

ANSWER: The Nightmare 

[10] Fuseli was influenced by time he spent with this first president of the Royal Academy, who painted Sarah Siddons as the Tragic Muse and had a rivalry with Thomas Gainsborough. 

ANSWER: Joshua Reynolds 

4. Answer these questions about the Lewis and Clark expedition, FTPE:

[10] Despite his inability to speak English and poor understanding of Hidatsa, Toussaint Charbonneau was hired by Lewis and Clark because they were interested in the abilities of this woman, his Shoshone wife.

ANSWER: Sacajawea or Sakakawea

[10] Lewis and Clark were hardly the first non-natives to trek across the continent, as both Alexander Mackenzie and this Spanish Friar reached the pacific coast.  He founded numerous missions, including the Sierra Gordo Missions, throughout California and the Southwest.

ANSWER: Juniper(o) Serra

[10] William Clark had learned the fine art of “negotiating” with American Indians as lieutenant under Anthony Wayne at the signing of this treaty in the wake of the Battle of Fallen Timbers.  As part of its provisions, the United States bought the entire Midwest for around $20,000.  

ANSWER: Treaty of Greenville

5. FTPE, name these structures in the human body with something in common:

[10] The Epsilon cells in these bodies produce ghrelin, while the Delta cells produce Somatostatin.  These hormone-producing regions of the pancreas are more famous for their Beta cells, which produce insulin as well as amylin.

ANSWER: Islets of Langerhans

[10] This structure is composed of several arteries that provide blood to the brain. It's fed blood by the internal carotid artery and the posterior cerebral artery.  It exhibits a notably high degree of anatomic variation.

ANSWER: (Arterial) Circle of Willis or Cerebral Arterial Circle or Willis Polygon

[10] This spiral-shaped component of the inner ear contains hair cells, which move due to the motion of a fluid called perilymph.  It lies below the tectorial membrane and Reissner's membrane.

ANSWER: Organ of Corti 

6. He was selected to judge a beauty contest between Hera, Athena, and Aphrodite. FTPE:

[10] Name this son of Priam who ended up kidnapping Helen of Sparta, triggering the Trojan War.  

ANSWER: Paris [or Alexander; or Alexandros]

[10] Because of a prophecy foretelling the downfall of Troy due to the birth of Paris, Priam had the baby left on this mountain to die. It is better known for containing the cave in which Zeus was reared.

ANSWER: Mount Ida
[10] After Paris was saved and brought up away from Troy, he fathered Corythus with this nymph.  After Paris was wounded in the war by Philoctetes, she refused to heal him, but promptly jumped on his funeral pyre after his death.

ANSWER: Oenone

7. It features a newspaper that prints the news before it happens, which predicts that the protagonist will give a reading of the title poem before it has been written. FTPE: 

[10] Identify this novel, in which the protagonist hears of his old friend Ipek's separation from Muhtar and visits her, hoping to get married, and investigates some suicides in the process. 

ANSWER: Snow 

[10] Snow was written by this Turkish author of The Black Book., who won the Nobel Prize in 2006 and wrote about Black, Shekure, and Elegant Effendi in My Name is Red.

ANSWER: Orhan Pamuk 

[10] Pamuk's tale of the Ottoman Hoja's kidnapping of a young Venetian is titled for a white example of one of these structures, which K. attempts to enter in a Kafka novel.  Other literary examples include Elsinore from Hamlet.

ANSWER: Castle

8. FTPE, answer some questions about the geography of Australia:

[10] Queensland and the Northern Territory both sit on this body of water, which indents Australia's northern coast, which is bounded by Slade Point, Cape Arnhem, and the Arafura sea.

ANSWER: Gulf of Carpentaria 

[10] Also to Australia's north is this strait, which separates the northernmost point in Queensland from New Guinea.  It lies west of the Coral Sea.

ANSWER: Torres Strait 

[10] Separating Australia from New Zealand is this sea, named for a Dutchman who also inspired the name of a state separated from the mainland by the Bass Strait and formerly called Van Dieman's Land.

ANSWER: Tasman Sea 

9. His works include many paintings with animal subjects, such as Foxes, Tiger, The Waterfall, and Fate of the Animals. FTPE:

[10] Identify this Expressionist painter and friend of August Macke, who joined with Kandinsky to help found a new artistic movement.

ANSWER: Franz Marc 

[10] Marc helped found this artist circle with Macke and Kandinsky based on the belief in the spirituality of a particular color.  Its name derives from a Kandinsky painting.

ANSWER: Der Blaue Reiter [or the Blue Rider]

[10] This dabbler in Der Blaue Reiter also spent a lot of time at the Bauhaus.  This Swiss painter's love for music was inserted into his painting through the series known as his "operatic paintings." Other works include "Ad Parnassum” and "Angelus Novus.”

ANSWER: Paul Klee 

10. Its work was accomplished through the Human Rights Violations, Reparation and Rehabilitation, and Amnesty Committees. FTPE:

[10] Identify this court-like organization established by Nelson Mandela after the abolition of apartheid which examined the cases of victims and perpetrators of violences alike.

ANSWER: Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

[10] This cleric chaired the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of South Africa and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his role in helping end apartheid.

ANSWER: Desmond Tutu
[10] This South African Prime Minister nicknamed "The Crocodile" led the National Party into a hate-tacular endorsement of apartheid.  After years of repressive policies, he was forced to declare a state of emergency and was succeeded by F.W. de Klerk

ANSWER: Pieter Willem Botha 

11. Its characters include the doctor Mikhail Astrov and a landowner whose face is so pockmarked that he is known to his family as “Waffles.”  FTPE:

[10] Identify this play, whose title character is in love with Yelena and attempts to shoot her husband, whom he holds responsible for his wasted life.

ANSWER: Uncle Vanya 

[10] This author of Uncle Vanya and The Cherry Orchard also wrote about Olya, Masha, and Irina in Three Sisters.

ANSWER: Anton Chekov

[10] This drama was Chekhov's first full-length play. The protagonist prepares to marry the daughter of his good friend after his first wife dies of tuberculosis, but the ceremony is interrupted by a young doctor attempting to reveal the protagonist's supposed interest in only the dowry, prompting the protagonist's offstage suicide.  Cheery.

ANSWER: Ivanov 

12. They may exist as zero, one, or a superposition of both states. FTPE:

[10] Identify these fundamental units of memory in quantum computing, whose name comes from a contraction of the term “quantum bit.”

ANSWER: qubits 

[10] Qubits can employ these structures, named for the effect they exploit, in which current flows between two superconductors separated by a very thin insulator. 

ANSWER: Josephson junctions 

[10] Qubits can exhibit quantum entanglement, which is twelve kinds of useful when it comes to making algorithms that work really well on quantum computers. Two maximally entangled qubits are a quantum state known by this name. 

ANSWER: Bell state 

13. Leading up to its launch in late 2008, it was promoted on iTunes with the release of four singles. FTPE:

[10] “You Belong with Me,” “You're Not Sorry,” “Change,” and the title track can be found on this album, also containing the single “Love Story.”

ANSWER: Fearless

[10] Fearless is the sophomore album of this country singer, better known for the crossover hit “Teardrops on My Guitar,” which can be found on her eponymous first album. 

ANSWER: Taylor Swift

[10] This first Taylor Swift single asks her love interest to think of her when he thinks of this titular country singer, known for hits like “I Like It, I Love It,” “Indian Outlaw,” and “Let's Make Love.” 

ANSWER: “Tim McGraw”

14. Answer some questions related to angels in music, FTPE: 

[10] Though The Fiery Angel is undoubtedly a kickass opera, this Russian composer is better known for Love for Three Oranges and Peter and the Wolf. 

ANSWER: Sergei Prokofiev 

[10] This avant-garde American composer of Black Angels is better known for Makrokosmos and the song cycle Ancient Voices of Children. 

ANSWER: George Crumb 

[10] One section of this man's Das himmlische Leben, a song from Wunderhorn, is entitled "What the angels tell me," though he's better known for Songs on the Death of Children and Song of Lamentation

ANSWER: Gustav Mahler 

15. This ruler's support for the Targowica Confederation led to the defeat of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. FTPE: 

[10] Identify this Russian Empress who annexed Crimea after having liberated it from the Ottoman Empire, with a little help from her lover Potemkin.

ANSWER: Catherine II [or Catherine the Great; or Yekaterina II Velikaya; or Sophia Augusta Frederica; or Sophie Friederike Auguste von Anhalt-Zerbst-Dornburg] 

[10] Catherine the Great succeeded this husband, who was overthrown by the Leib Guard after spending less time governing and more time arranging miniature artillery strikes against the mice in his bedchamber.

ANSWER: Peter III, Duke of Holstein-Gottorp [or Pyotr III Fyodorovitch] 

[10] Catherine had earlier contended with this previous Polish Confederation, named for a fortress in Podolia, which included members like Kazimierz Pulaski.  It was contemporaneous with the Koliyivschyna, a spontaneous outbreak of mass impalings in Ukraine, and helped prompt the First Partition of Poland.

ANSWER: Bar Confederation or Konfederacja Barska

16. Answer some questions about phenomena related to acceleration, FTPE: 

[10] This statement of general relativity holds that being in an accelerating reference frame feels just like being in a uniform gravitational field.  It was explored in the Eotvos experiment.

ANSWER: principle of equivalence 

[10] The Rindler coordinate system is used to represent an accelerating frame in this space, the setting of special relativity. Its norm involves squaring the energy and subtracting the squares of all the momenta. 

ANSWER: Minkowski space 

[10] This form of radiation is emitted due to particle acceleration, so it includes synchrotron radiation, but it's typically considered only for decelerating particles, and is thus named from the German for “braking radiation.”

ANSWER: bremsstrahlung 

17. Described as "a scabrous piece of racial pornography," it suggested that intelligence is a better predictor of poverty than family income. FTPE: 

[10] Name this book written by Herrnstein and Murray and named after the distribution of IQ scores. It came under fire for terrible methodology and outlandish assumptions, and also cites seventeen insane proponents of eugenics. 

ANSWER: The Bell Curve: Intelligence and Class Structure in American Life 

[10] One notable detractor of The Bell Curve was this author of The Mismeasure of Man, who updated that book to respond to The Bell Curve.  He also loves the Burgess Shale. 

ANSWER: Stephen Jay Gould 

[10] The views espoused by Gould in The Mismeasure of Man were derided by Bernard Davis as the “neo” form of the namesake philosophy of this Soviet agronomist and big fan of Stalin, who thought he could solve Russian famines using Lamarck's theories.  Spoiler alert: It did not work.

ANSWER: Trofim Denisovich Lysenko

18. FTPE, identify the following about the early years of the United Nations:

[10] This document drawn up by Winston Churchill and Franklin D. Roosevelt laid the foundations for the United Nations. Its name derived from the general location of the USS Augusta, on which it was signed.

ANSWER: Atlantic Charter

[10] Alger Hiss's chairmanship of the UNCIO talks in San Francisco was a follow-up to this meeting held at a  Washington, DC mansion, which decided key characteristics of the UN, including the security council and the veto power.

ANSWER: Dumbarton Oaks Conference

[10] This man led the American delegation to UNCIO after chairing the Dumbarton Oaks Conference.  He's probably better known for succeeding Cordell Hull as Secretary of State under Roosevelt and, later, Truman.

ANSWER: Edward Reilly Stettinius, Jr.

19. Answer some questions about the use of light in chemistry, FTPE: 

[10] Light is often used to produce these species, which add to olefins in an anti-Markovnikov fashion and also are part of the mechanism of typical polymerization reactions.  Simply, these highly reactive entities are atoms or molecules with unpaired electrons in an open shell.

ANSWER: radicals 

[10] Light, not heat, allows for [2+2] cycloaddition reactions to take place, because of this set of rules governing pericyclic reactions.  Mechanical stress may negate them in certain circumstances.

ANSWER: Woodward-Hoffman rules 

[10] Also known as the law of photoequivalence, this law of photochemistry holds that one photon of light may activate only one molecule in a chemical reaction. It is named for two physicists, one of whom is the namesake of the electrical analogue to the Zeeman effect.

ANSWER: Stark-Einstein law 

20. She sports a spyglass and hourglass, really hates Susan Nonsuch, and inadvertently prompts the death  by snakebite of her mother-in-law.  FTPE:

[10] Identify this self-proclaimed “Queen of the Night” whose desires to be “loved to madness” are frustrated by her unsatisfactory diamond merchant husband and who drowns at the end of an 1878 novel.

ANSWER: Eustacia Vye

[10] This author created Eustacia Vye and her husband Clym Yeobright in The Return of the Native.  He also wrote Far from the Madding Crowd and Jude the Obscure.

ANSWER: Thomas Hardy

[10] Eustacia eventually longs for escape with this man, who himself ultimately marries Clym's sister Thomasin.  Supposedly his position as manager of the “Quite Woman” Inn made him more interesting than Clym.

ANSWER: Damon Wildeve

21. In this book, in which God says "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me." FTPE:

[10] Identify this book of the Bible, which sees Moses get the Jews out of Egypt.

ANSWER: Exodus 

[10] This term is used to describe the worship of only one god along with the acknowledgment that other deities exist. Some scholars think the line about having no other gods before one's God is evidence for this sentiment. 

ANSWER: monolatry [or monolatrism] 

[10] God sends the Israelites manna from heaven while they're in this place and whining about how cool Egypt was. Its name might refer to a Semitic moon god. 

ANSWER: Wilderness of Sin or Desert of Sin or pretty much any area belonging to Sin

