2008 RMP Fest: Apophasis is a False God

B. Arthur and M. “Marnold” Arnold, eds.

Round 2

Tossups

1. Among the Lithuanians, the demon Aitvaras is said to appear as this type of creature when he is indoors. Some early Athenian vase paintings contain images of a curious creature with the forequarters of a horse and the hindquarters of this type of creature. Ares transformed a youth into one of these creatures after that youth failed to prevented Helios from walking in on Ares sleeping with Aphrodite. In the Epic of Sundiata, the evil wizard Sumangaru can only be harmed by a body part of this animal. One of these creatures is vulnerable only to the rod Haevatein, which is owned by Loki, and has two meals and a sickle hidden under its wings. Fjalar is one of these creatures who lives among the frost giants, and the most famous one of these from Norse mythology is named for a body part of his that is made of gold. For ten points, Vidofnir and Gullinkambi are these kinds of creatures, whose crowing will signal Ragnorak. 

ANSWER: cocks [accept: roosters; prompt on “chickens”, do not accept “hens”] {BA}
2. This man described a conversation about ethics between three people who came to him in a dream in The Dialogue of a Philosopher with a Jew and a Christian. This man also wrote a treatise on Ethics that was subtitled “know yourself”. Alberic of Paris showed inconsistencies in this man’s principles of topical inference, while this man’s attack on the Petrobrusian heresy is one of only two accounts of it. His writings include Theologia Scholarium and a rational account of the Trinity in his Theologia Summi Boni and he rejected the realism of his teachers Roscelin and William of Champeaux. He more famously argued that considering the contradictions of church fathers led truth, something he accomplished by addressing 158 questions with the titular responses.  Works like Sic et Non got him condemned by the Council of Soissons and hated by Bernard of Clairvaux. FTP, identify this scholastic, father of Astrolabe, who told the History of My Calamities, which included getting his junk chopped off for banging that piece of ass Heloise. 

ANSWER: Peter Abelard [accept: Petrus Abaelardus; Pierre Abelard; Peter Abailard] {BA/MA}

3. Later authors claim that this man received ill-will from his father after he and his younger brother used a forbidden silver table and golden cup, as well as sending his father the leg of a sacrificed animal rather than the shoulder. This figure’s wife was a daughter of Amphithea, a princess of Argos named Argea, and this man’s son Thersander was killed by Telephus while king of Thebes. After this man was expelled from his home city, he enlisted the help of such figures as Capaneus, Parthenopeus, and Adrastus, and he ultimately died at his brother’s hands when they simultaneously threw spears at each other. The regent Creon prevented this man’s corpse from being touched, though it was eventually sprinkled with dust. FTP, name this son of Oedipus and Jocasta and brother of Eteocles, whose burial by his sister led to conflict in Sophocles’ Antigone.
ANSWER: Polynices {WD}

4. Penelope Fitzgerald offers a “psychological” theory of this, while Alexander Pruss offers a “reassessment” of this concept.  In one work about this subject, its author digresses to call Hegel a charlatan and claim that Hegelian “savants” have led German philosophy to be laughed at as if it were a prostitute. That work also discusses “the divine Plato,” argues against Kant’s theory of causality and discusses intuitive, perceptive, and complete empirical representations.  The other major writer about this concept used it to account for “truths of fact” as opposed to “truths of reason,” a construction adopted by Christian Wolff but rejected by Kant and the author of the work described earlier, Schopenhauer. Advocated in Section 33 of Monadology, FTP, identify this concept championed by Leibniz, mocked by Voltaire and whose “Fourfold Root” was investigated by Schopenhauer, a claim that “nothing is without a reason for its being.”

ANSWER: principle of sufficient reason
5. Along with Modality and Time, this concept forms the title of a 1980 article by Rosenkratz and Hoffman that offers three definitions of this concept. Flint. Freddoso, and Wierenga popularized the “shared histories approach” for analyzing this concept, and Peter Geach identified meanings of this concept. Rabbis Yitzchok Kirzner and Harold Kushner engaged in a debate on this concept in the 1980’s, sparked by Kushner’s argument about the limits of this concept. Charles Hartshorne argued against this concept by modifying an argument from Plato’s The Sophist which equates being with having power and adding the premise that every being has an active tendency, which, if one accepts that each being can resist every other being’s power, makes this concept impossible. A paradox named for this concept was introduced by St. Augustine and involves an infamously heavy rock. For ten points, name this attribute that is generally associated with God, the ability to do anything. 

ANSWER: omnipotence {BA}
6. These peoples believed in a goddess of immortality named Evan. Their underworld was guarded by a scissors-wielding female demon with a torch and a hammer-wielding male demon with pointy ears and snakes for arms. Apart from Culsu and Charun, they also believed in a winged female demon who guided the dead to the underworld named Vanth, while Aita was their Lord of the Underworld. Turms was the messenger of the Gods among these people. These peoples worshiped Fufluns, the god of plant matter and wine. Selvans was the god of boundaries, while Tinia and Uni were the king and queen of the gods. These peoples worshipped Nethuns, a god of the sea they borrowed from the neighboring Umbrians. Historic kings of these people include Lars Porsena and their cities include Veii. For ten points, name these non-Indo-European peoples who lived north of the Romans. 

ANSWER: Etruscans [accept: Rasenna, Rasna, Etrusci, Tusci, Tyrrhenioi, Tyrrhenians] {BA}
7. The meaning of the Gaulish personal name Epomeduos is used as evidence that the Celts practiced this ritual. Among the Romans, this ceremony was performed on the Ides of October and was dedicated to Mars. Among the Norse, this ceremony is described in the Hervarar saga, where it is performed by Blot-Sweyn, and in the Volsa Thattr, where it is practiced by phallus-worshipers. Among the Hindus, this ceremony was described in the Yajurveda, involved the ritual uttering of obscene words by a group of women, and involved the sacrifice of a goat that ceremoniously led this ceremony’s participants to its location. An Adhvaryu is a Hindu priest who performs this ceremony, which is known as the Ashvamedha. This ceremony typically involved ritual copulation with the animal in question, usually by the queen or king. The animal selected was typically chosen for its swiftness. For ten points, name this prominent feature of early Indo-European religion, which involves the ritual killing of an animal used to pull chariots that says “neigh”. 

ANSWER: Horse Sacrifice {BA}
8. The Zoroastrian deity associated with this star defeated a witch known as "Bad Crop" or Duzhyarya, thereafter coming to be known as an agricultural deity. That Zoroastrian deity of this star also worked together with Satavaisa, or Fomalhaut, to bring rains and waters to the seven continents, and famously assumed the forms of a white stallion and a deformed horse to defeat Apausha on the shores of the Varu Karta sea. Later associated with Tiri, or the planet Mercury, the god associated with this star, Tishtrya, is the subject of an entire Yasht in the Avesta. Among the Hindus, this star is associated with Shiva and known as “the deer hunter”, while among the Norse it is called “Loki’s torch”, and the Greeks associated it with an animal owned by Orion that helped him hunt. For ten points, name this star, more commonly known as the brightest star in the night sky, the alpha star of Canis Major

ANSWER: Sirius [accept Tishtrya on early buzz] {CM}
9. This man examined the development of consciousness in a 1978 Dialectica article titled “Natural Selection and the Emergence of the Mind”, while this man collaborated with Sir John Eccles on “The Self and its Brain”. Some of this man’s notes were published in 1982 as “The Open Universe”. One work by this man proposes the rule that “C.P. plus E.S. equals U.P.” and divides its titular concept into “naturalistic” and “anti-naturalistic” versions. Another of this man’s works contains a chapter titled “The High Tide of Prophecy”, which criticizes three 19th century thinkers. This man traces the lines of thought he criticizes to Heraclitus and Plato, whom this author of “Objective Knowledge” accuses of furthering the “Myth of Origin and Destiny”. For ten points, name this fan of falsifiability and critic of Fascism, a philosopher of science who wrote The Poverty of Historicism and The Open Society and its Enemies. 
ANSWER: Karl Popper {BA}
10. False texts in this genre include one which describes a snake known as “the bold”, who is said to enter  graves and strike their inhabitants; that false text is organized as a list of fifteen punishments for those who derelict their religious duties. Another false text in this genre describes rewards being given out over thirteen days to reward those who pray, and a famous false one of these involves a story about smashing cross-shaped objects. These false texts are collectively known as the “mawdu”. Rijal and Mustalah are the study of these texts, and the process of sanad involves checking the asnad of these statements. Groups of these include the sahih, the qudsi, and the sharif, which are differentiated by the credibility of their chain of transmission, and they are the second most important source for jurisprudence. For ten points, name these extra-Koranical sayings of the Prophet Muhammad.

ANSWER: Hadiths [accept: ahaadiith] {CC}
11. The major temple to this god and his wife was at Tell el-Yahudiyya, where they were worshiped as “the lion twins”. Along with three other gods, he forms Banebjedet, the ram-headed god of Mendes. According to one story, this god briefly ruled Egypt, but when he was attacked by the children of Apophis he abdicated in favor of his son, causing the other gods to hold a nine-day farewell feast in honor of this god. One story tells how this god and his wife had a fight that led to the collapse of the Old Kingdom, but then Thoth dressed as a woman and got them back together. That wife is the goddess of moisture and is named Tefnut, with whom this god produced Geb and Nut, the latter of whom this god holds up in the sky. For ten points, name this Egyptian god depicted as a single feather, the god of wind. 

ANSWER: Shu {BA}

12. The Book of Jubilees states that people who fail to obey this mitzvah are "the children of  Doom and eternal Perdition." A Sephardic tradition is to read portions of the Zohar related to this mitzvah as it is being performed. Those born during the forty years in the desert did not do this, and it was performed in mass at Gilgal. The Maccabees forcibly did this to people, and Jeremiah applies this to the states of both people's ears and their hearts. One can only be excepted from obeisance if they have had three brothers die from complications during it. For 10 points, name this covenant-fulfilling action whereby the foreskin is cut off.

ANSWER: circumcision [accept: Brit Milah] {EN}
13. Inhabitants of this realm include Hraesvelg the giant, and it contains Hvergelmir, a spring which feeds the rivers that surround this realm. In the Tricking of Gylfi, Snorri tells of the journey of Hermod the Brave to this realm, where he encountered the maiden Mothguthr. One resident of this realm killed King Dyggvi. Objects that can be found inside the hall of Eljudnir in this realm include the dish Eljuthnir and the knife Sultr. Servants in this realm include Ganglati and Ganglot. This realm also contains Blikjandabol, a curtain, and can be reached via the Pit of Stumbling. It contains Nastrond, a shore which is hope to Nidhogg the dragon. For ten points, name this part of Niflheim, an abode of the dead named for the daughter of Loki who runs it. 

ANSWER: Helheim [prompt on “Niflheim” until mentioned] {BA}
14. In 2005, one founder of this school of thought reflected on its history in the short essay Forty Good Years; that founder also wrote a 1995 “autobiography” of this idea. Another early member of this school wrote a 1979 work about leaving his social circle of New York cultural elites titled Breaking Ranks: A Political Memoir. Apart from Norman Podhoretz, one member of this school compared European and American attitudes towards the use of force, concluding that Europe’s military weakness makes it likely to favor diplomacy rather than war; that work was called Of Paradise and Power. Another member of this school authored The Unipolar Moment after the fall of the Berlin Wall. Many early members of this school were students of Leo Strauss at the University of Chicago in the 1960’s. In the 1990’s, members of this school wrote a letter to Bill Clinton which began with the sentence “American foreign policy is adrift” and went on to serve as the foundational document of PNAC. This school seeks to bring about world peace by promoting free trade and liberal democracy through the use of force and American hegemony. For ten points, name this school of thought associated with Irving Kristol, Robert Kagan, Charles Krauthammer, John Bolton, Paul Wolfowitz, and the Bush administration’s foreign policy.

ANSWER: Neoconservatism [accept Neocons; do not prompt on or accept “conservative”] {BA}
15. This god is similar to a Mayan deity of kingship known as “God K”. This god is called Tepeyollotl when he takes the form of the animal associated with him. The stars of the Great Bear constellation are the footprints left by this god as he tried to approach the polar star. In a ceremony dedicated to this deity, a young man would be treated like a god for one year and then sacrificed. During the creation of the world, this god ripped off the jaw of the monster Cipactli, whose body became the Earth, but not before that monster bit off his foot. This creator of the first dogs is married to Xilonen, the goddess of corn, and this god was depicted with black and orange stripes. He ruled the world of the first sun, but was overthrown and turned into a Jaguar. He is the god of the North and of obsidian and is sometimes nicknamed for the object in his chest. For ten points, name this Lord of the Smoking Mirror, the evil brother of Quetzalcoatl. 

ANSWER: Tezcatlipoca {BA}


16. On his birthday, this figure is offered red rice cakes in the shape of tortoise shells; that birthday is observed on the ninth day of the first lunar month. His power may come from red fruit that grows outside of his palace, which is located on a mountain near a lake. His abilities include invoking the spirits of the four seas and five sacred mountains. He has ten sons, and his daughter is associated with the star Vega and owns a magical cloak which she uses to come to Earth to bathe. That daughter is known as the weaver girl and falls in love after being kidnapped by Niu Lang, a cowherd. In his current position, he succeeded the Three Pure Ones after defeating a demon they could not. At the Mountain of Universal Light and Fragrant Rocks, this figure achieved Golden Immortality, and he later contemplated his Holy Navel for a billion eons. He resides in the Palace of Abstractions with twelve animals who represent the zodiac. For ten points, name this ruler of the heavens in Taoist and Chinese tradition, associated with a type of decorative green stone. 

ANSWER: The Jade Emperor [accept: Yu Huang, Yu Di, Tian Gong, Tien Kung] {BA}
17. According to legend, this man was executed by being tied to horses and dragged through the street, and other stories relate how he cut off his own thumb and how his body was once wrapped in pork to prevent Muslims from touching it. This man baptized the Egyptian cobbler Anianus, whom he later anointed as a bishop and as his own successor. This man is mentioned by Papias of Hierapolis as a scribe to St. Peter and in Philemon 24 he is recorded sending his greetings to the Christians of Colossae. This man, who declared St. James a “son of thunder”, was a cousin of St. Barnabas, with whom he accompanied St. Paul on some of his travels. In art, this patron saint of lawyers is depicted with a lion. This man’s body was stolen from Alexandria and taken to Venice, whose patron saint he remains. For ten points, name this man who wrote a gospel and is not Matthew, Luke, or John. 

ANSWER: St. Mark the Evangelist {BA}
18. In Law and Social Norms, the legal economist Eric Posner stated that if financial markets were perfect, poor people would borrow money in order to perform this activity. Lewis Hyde wrote a book on this activity subtitled “Imagination and the Erotic Life of Property”, which includes a section which claims that this concept “must always move”. Jean-Luc Marion published a 2002 book whose subtitle suggests moving towards a phenomenology that would encourage this activity. This term can also refer to a practice of some in the homosexual community of intentionally infecting others with HIV. Polanyi in The Great Transformation suggests this practice as an alternative economic structure to markets and describes an example of this in the Trobriand islands involving breadfruit and fish, while another theorist argued that this activity is performed in expectation of reciprocal action. For ten points, name this practice discussed by Marcel Mauss in a 1923-24 essay, which involves transferring control of something to another person without explicit compensation. 

ANSWER: gift giving [accept other clear equivalents] {WD}
19. The main account of this figure comes from the Book of Leinster. One man sent to follow this figure ended up losing his eye after a silver chess piece was thrown at him. This figure had brothers-in-law named Ardan and Ainle who were killed at the Battle of Emain Macha. This figure was raised by Leabharcham, who was once sent to spy on this figure but reported only lies. This figure went to Alba with a son of Usnach, after which they were forced to flee to a remote island. One person in the story of this figure swears oaths that force him to attend many alefests and goes to fight for Ailill and Medb after going into exile in Connacht. After Cathbad’s prophecy was fulfilled and Eogan slew Naoise, this figure was captured by Conchobar, who intended to forcibly marry this figure. The death of this figure came from leaping out of a chariot, or possibly from grief. For ten points, name this figure from the Ulster cycle, the most beautiful woman in Ireland and causer of many sorrows. 

ANSWER: Deirdre {BA}
20. Martin and Primavesi recently discovered a fragment of this thinker’s treatise On Nature. This man wrote the poem Katharmoi, but Aristotle excluded this man’s works from the Poetics because while it was written in hexameter, it does not characterize its subject matter as a representation of life. O’Brien, Wright, and Aristotle all claimed that this man adhered to a cyclical view of the universe, and this thinker also argued that human limbs once lived on their own. He wrote an autobiography known as the Purifications, in which he said that he was a vegetarian because animals contain transmigrated human souls. This man believed that all matter was once a sphere, which dissolved into the present world. He argued that neikos and philia drove the world, with strife separating substances and love bringing them together. This Sicilian is said to have died by throwing himself into Mt. Etna. For ten points, name this pre-Socratic philosopher who argued that the world was divided into four elements: water, earth, wind, and fire.  

ANSWER: Empedocles of Acragas [accept: Empedocles of Agrigentum] {BA}
TB. One leader of a sect of this group gained autonomy under the Peace of Arcoma and built a capital at the zawiyah of al-Bayda. Another sect of this group was founded by a man from Nevshehir and included Kaysuguz Abdal and Yunus Emre, who are considered its foremost poets. Ahmad ibn Ajiba was an adherent of a sect of this movement named for al-Darqawi. King Idris of Libya was an adherent of the Sanusiyya sect of this group, and another sect of these is named for Baktashi and was popular among the Janissaries. The Mevlevi order of Konya are a group of these whose unique cardioactive form of worship earned them the nickname “whirling dervishes”. For ten points, name this foremost group of Islamic mystics. 

ANSWER: Sufis {CM}
