2008 RMP Fest: Apophasis is a False God

B. Arthur and M. “Marnold” Arnold, eds.

Round 9

Tossups

1. This movement, whose historians include Carl Cornelius and Albert Henry Newman, is sometimes traced to the author of On Spiritual Warfare, Petr Chelcicky, a Czech theologian who compared the Pope to a whale who had torn the net of true faith and condemned the violence of the Hussites. Sects of this religious movement include the Children of Emlichheim and the Folk of Johan Willemsz, both of whom consisted of followers of Jan van Batenburg. The Bocholt Conference was an attempt to unify this movement, but they could not agree on the issue of polygamy. Andreas Karlstadt allowed three members of this group named Thomas Dreschel, Mark Stubner, and Nicholas Storch to come to Wittenberg, where they were known as the Zwickau Prophets before being expelled by Luther. Under the leadership of Bernhard Kipperdolling, Jan Matthys, and John of Leiden members of this movement established a short-lived theocracy at Munster, where they led a titular rebellion. One figure in this movement wrote the Prague Manifesto, which also influenced the Peasant’s War. For ten points, name this group led by Thomas Muntzer, a Protestant movement opposed to child baptism.

ANSWER: Anabaptists {BA}
2. One figure of this name was a son of Zeus and Niobe who succeeded his uncle Apis as king of Phoronea, while in an alternate myth a man of this name was a brother of Argeus and a son of Phineus and Danae. Another figures with this name was from Thespis and was described as having been alongside his most famous client in a battle with the Colchians, where he received a wound but eventually recovered. Another is mentioned by Homer as lying on a dunghill when he recognized an old friend after a twenty-year absence, at which point he died of joy. One figure with this name was the husband of Perimele and son of Chalciope. The most famous figure of this name was a son of Arestor and Mycene who slew the Echidna and whose death prompted Hera to send Bize the gadfly to annoy a lover of Zeus. For ten points give the common name shared by Jason’s master shipwright, the loyal dog of Odysseus, and a loyal servant of Hera killed by Hermes while watching over Io, whose hundred eyes now adorn the feathers of Hera’s peacock.
ANSWER:  Argos or Argus {WD, SK}

3. Among the natives of the Philippines, a phenomenon similar to this one is known as “Usog”. Among the Zoroastrians, this phenomenon is known as “Bla Band”. Peter Walcot published an extensive 1978 study of this phenomenon among the Greeks, who call it “vaskania.” This phenomenon is alluded to in Verse 5 of Sura 113, known as the al-Falaq Sura, and among the Turks the Nazar amulet is said to prevent this phenomenon. Among other Muslims, a symbol named for the daughter of Muhammad, Fatima, is used to prevent this. Among the Jews it is believed that fish are immune to this phenomenon, and some Jews seek to prevent this phenomenon by using the Hamsa symbol, also known as the Hand of Miriam. This phenomenon is believed to occur when one person is envious of another and may be involuntary. For ten points, name this alleged ability of some people to place a curse on somebody just by looking at them.

ANSWER: evil eye {BA}

4. This deity is celebrated on the First Day of Horse and at Fuigo Matsuri, also known as the Feast of Bellows. One form of this being named Httsu-no-kami is associated with kitchens. This being, whose name is given to a type of sushi with pointed corners, is sometimes conflated with the Boddisatva Dakiniten, who may be a Buddhicized form of the Hindu god Dakini. This patron kami of prostitutes and geishas can be subdivided into other deities including Omiyame, Ukanomitama, and Sarutahiko, who represent water, land, and grain. But this being, who is both male and female, is most closely associated with kitsune, the white foxes used his/her messengers. For ten points, name this Shinto kami of crops, wealth, and good fortune. 

ANSWER: Inari {BA}
5. A John Perry essay considers this man “on Demonstratives,” while Tyler Burge has written about him “and the Third Realm” and “Sinning Against” this man, a pun on the original title of his most famous essay.  That essay begins by questioning whether an identity is the a priori a-equals-a or the simplest possible case of a-equals-b. He added quantification to formal logic in his first work Concept Script, though his best-known work argues a number is neither a collection of things nor a property, part of his argument attempting to reduce the titular field to logic. Refuted by Russell, that work is his The Foundations of Arithmetic.  FTP, identify this German logician also known for his essay “On Sense and Reference.”

ANSWER: Gottlob Frege {MA}
6. A formative event for this man was working as an assistant on a glacier researching trip to Brazil led by Louis Agassiz.  Less important essays in a collection subtitled “and Other Essays in Popular Philosophy” include “Great Men and Their Environment” and more characteristic works like “The Sentiment of Rationality” and “Reflex Action and Theism.”  In another part of that collection, he argues for the value of “the crudity of experience,” a key component of his doctrine of radical empiricism. Besides that collection The Will to Believe, he discussed “healthy mindedness” in his Varieties of Religious Experience, though his best-known philosophical work uses the example of a squirrel running around a tree.  FTP, identify this American philosopher and psychologist, author of Pragmatism. 

ANSWER: William James {MA}
7. This god is sometimes called Thingsus, which refers to his role as the patron god of assemblies. The Hymiskvitha claims that this god is the son of the giant Hymir, though it also tells how this god helps Thor steal a giant kettle from Hymir. In the Lokasenna, this god defends Freyr from Loki’s accusations of incest. A patron goddess of Augsburg known as Zisa may be the consort of this god, though Loki suggests that this god’s consort cheats on him. This god’s eventual killer lives across the Gjoll river in Gnipahellir cave and has a chest covered in blood and four eyes. For ten points, name this Norse god who will fight Garm at Ragnorak, a deity of oaths and justice who facilitated the use of Gleipnir when he restrained the Fenris Wolf by giving up his hand. 

ANSWER: Tyr [accept: Tiwaz, Tiw, Ziu] {BA}
8. The snake Kematef is a combination of this god and Min. In one of his shrines, he is depicted as a black phallus, symbolizing his fertility. With his more typical wife Mut, this god adopted Montu, a war god, and Khonsu, a moon god. A large mountain in Kush became associated with this god because it was shaped like an animal sacred to him. This god was sometimes depicted as a seated human whose crown contains two tall plumes. At the Siwa Oasis, Alexander the Great visited an oracle dedicated to this god and afterwards depicted himself with ram horns, a symbol of this ram-headed god who the Greeks combined with Zeus. He was the head of the Ogdoad, and thus the chief god of Thebes. For ten points, name this Egyptian god frequently combined with Ra. 

ANSWER: Amun [accept: Amen, Amom, Amum, Atum (but not Atem)] {BA}
9. This book cites Werner Sombart, the author of Merchants and Heroes, as an example of a thinker who turned poor Germans towards fascism rather than socialism. Another chapter of this book notes that Germans lack “kindliness and good humor” and are deficient in Zivilcourage, or the ability to stand up for the weak and infirm. The last chapter of this book argues that so long as the world contains small states with nationalist sentiment, enforcing international regulations requires the use of force. This book describes an attempt to abolish the “neutrality of chess” in a chapter titled “The End of Truth”; that chapter also criticizes physicists and surgeons who apply Marxist orthodoxy to their trade. In chapters such as “Why the Worst Get on Top”, this book makes its primary argument: that human limitations necessitate that any form of economic planning would eventually lead to tyranny. For ten points, name this 1944 work of the co-winner of the 1974 Nobel Prize in Economics, Austrian economist Friedrich Hayek.

ANSWER: The Road to Serfdom {WD}
10. This man wrote that the Torah should have begun with the commandment to observe the new moon.  A legend about the birth of this man tells that his father threw a jewel into a river rather than sell it to a Bishop who wanted it for an ornamental cross.  It is claimed by some that the Tosafot are strictly expansions to a commentary by this man, and much of the Tosafot were written by this man's sons-in-law and grandsons.  He studied under Yaakov ben-Yakar in Worms before returning to his hometown of Troyes. This man’s most famous work is printed in a script named for him and can be found on the side of the page closest to the binding in the text he wrote about. For ten points, name this 11th century French rabbi who wrote a seminal early commentary on the Talmud. 

ANSWER: Rashi [accept: Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki; Rabbi Shlomo ben Yitzchak; Rabbi Shlomo bar Yitzchak; Rabban shel Yisrael; Rabbenu sheYichyeh] {EN}
11. Baumhoff and Olmsted wrote about this in relation to American Indian languages, while Fleming and Munro wrote about it with relation to the Hamito-Semitic and Sinetic language families, respectively. Sergei Starostin introduced a reformed version of this concept, while Gray and Atkinson championed the Anatolian urheimat hypothesis over the Kurgan hypothesis because of their application of this concept. David Sankoff worked on this concept in the 1970’s, analogizing it to similar practices in biology. Bergsland and Vogt criticized the methodology of this concept and showed that one of its fundamental assumptions was untrue for North Germanic languages by comparing Icelandic and Norwegian. Morris Swadesh developed the formula used by this method, which uses 0.14 as the standard rate of change. For ten points, name this method that attempts to measure the age of a language by how different it is from its relatives.  

ANSWER: Glottochronology {BA}
12. This being was once cursed by the nymph Rambha. This being was given the sword Chandrahas and composed hymns known as the Tandavstotra. After this being attempted to pick up Mount Kailash, he spent a thousand years pinned down by the little toe of Shiva. He has a younger brother named Ahi who once ruled the underworld, and an older brother named Dhanapati or Kubera, who is the god of wealth. This being owns Dhadu Morana, a glider. This being has ten tongues, ten faces, and ten necks, which symbolizes his status as one of the world’s foremost scholars, and also has twenty hands, symbolizing his greed. The sage Vedavati burned herself because of this being. He is married to Mandodari, and an underling of this being turns into a deer with a human voice as part of this being’s most famous plot, where he abducted Sita only to be defeated by Hanuman and an avatar of Vishnu. For ten points, name this evil King of Sri Lanka and chief villain of the Ramayana, the leader of the Rakshasa demons. 

ANSWER: Ravana {BA}
13. Among the San peoples of Africa, it is believed that the first humans sprang from an egg laid by one of these creatures. The Mayan god Ah Muzen Cab was associated with these creatures, and the Aztec god Ahkinshok was the protector of these creatures. The Lithuanians had two deities associated with these creatures: the god Bubilas and the goddess Austeja. The ancient Romans believed that soil from Ireland was fatal to these creatures, and in Brittany these creatures are said to have been born from the tears of Christ, while the Egyptians considered them born from the tears of Ra. An aspect of Devi known as Bhramara is associated with these creatures. The primary goddess of the Minoans was associated with this creature. According to the Greeks, this animal was first domesticated by Aristaeus, who acquired these creatures from the goddess Cyrene. Three of these animals brought Apollo the gift of prophecy, and they were associated with the goddess Merope. Zeus turned Melissa into one of these creatures, while Bernard de Mandeville wrote a “fable” about these creatures as political satire. For ten points, name this insect that can sting and produce honey. 

ANSWER: bees {BA}
14. Under the name of “Dia”, this deity was worshiped in a sacred grove at Sicyon and Philus, and the Roman equivalent of this deity was, along with Terminus, one of the two deities that opposed the consecration of the Temple of Jupiter. This deity is said by some to have been conceived parthernogenetically when another goddess ate lettuce, and one story tells of this deity’s genetalia being exposed after this deity fell down at a banquet. The Roman equivalent of this deity was offered money when a man put on his first Toga. This deity was rescued from violation at the hands of the giant Pronomus, and children of this deity include Alexiares and Anicetus. Duties of this deity included drawing baths for Ares and attaching horses to the chariot of Hera, this deity’s mother. One of this deity’s functions was transferred after this deity married a former mortal. For ten points, name this goddess who preceded Ganymede as cup-bearer on Olympus, a goddess of youth who was married to Heracles. 

ANSWER: Hebe [accept: Juventas] {SK}

15. To the Otomi and Chichimecs, the Milky Way was the body of one of these creatures named Camaxtli. Gukumatz, a Mayan deity who helps Huracan create the world, takes the form of this animal. During bloodletting rituals, Mayans would attempt to speak to this kind of creature, who might put them into contact with deceased relatives that would crawl out of this creature’s mouth. Along with the adjective “turquoise”, the name of this animal is given to the weapon of the war god Huitzilopochtli. The goddess of women who die in childbirth, Coatlicue, owns a belt made from these creatures. For ten points, name this animal that was being eaten by an eagle on a cactus at the site where Tenochtitlan was built, a type of reptile with no legs. 

ANSWER: snake [accept serpent] {BA}
16. Early in this book, the author explains the relationship between saying “bububu” and meaning “going for a walk if it doesn’t rain.” Most editions of this work use the “Big” typescript version of this work, though the “Nachlass” version of this text is preferred for academic research and is most often distributed on CD. This text claims propositional statements are said to illicit reactions of “queer” or “the most ordinary thing in the world,” the former of which ties to what this book terms “the subliming of logic.” A famous opening quotation describing various objects being gestured to and the speaker forming the words that correspond is followed by a discussion of buying “five red apples.”  That opening quotation from St. Augustine’s Confessions begins, FTP, this work best-known for discussing “language games,” one of the most-famous works of Ludwig Wittgenstein.

ANSWER: Philosophical Investigations {MA}

17. According to Strabo of Amasia, these people carried a sacred bundle of rods known as the barsom, and wore a special head dress called the padam, which reached covered their lips, though they were able to sing while wearing it. These people presided over a ceremony known as the lan. In later times, the city of Ustunawand was considered the headquarters of these people. These people are described running sacrifices where meat is left on clover leafs by Herodotus. A rabmag was a high official among these people. One of them named Gautama briefly ruled as Emperor Smerdis before being overthrown by Darius the Great. For ten points, name this caste of learned Zoroastrians from Media and Persia, three of whom visited Baby Jesus.

ANSWER: Magi [accept: Magians, Magos, Magus, Magush; prompt on “Wise Men”’; prompt on “Zoroastrians”, “Persians”, “Medeans”, or “Medes”] {BA}


18. One story about this man claims he was a traitor who murdered Loholt. This man was once ordered to behead a giant, put its head on a spear, and display it for all to behold; that took place at St. Michael’s Mount, where this knight helped rescue the Duchess of Brittany. In the poem Lancelot, Knight of the Cart, this man is defeated by Meleagant. Geoffrey of Monmouth claimed this man was killed in battle against Lucius and held the title of Duke of Anjou. This man’s deeds include slaying the cat of Anglesey and freeing Mabon in Culwch and Olwen. This man calls one visitor unfit to stay at King Arthur’s court and orders that visitor to fight the Red Knight, which Sir Perceval agrees to do. His powers include being able to hold his breath under water for nine days and changing his size at will, though he is usually tall – and boorish. For ten points, name this son of Sir Ector, the steward and foster-brother of King Arthur.

ANSWER: Sir Kay [accept Sir Cai, Sir Queux, Sir Kes, or Sir Kex from people who speak strange dialects where those are pronounced differently than “Kay”] {BA}
19. The British physicist-turned-theologian John Polkinghorne has criticized what he terms the “promissory” form of this concept. When prefaced with “eliminative”, this term describes a view put forth by Daniel Dennett, Georges Rey, and Paul Churchland that rejects folk psychology and argues that psychological concepts should be judged by how well they reduce to the biological level. A 1748 work from this school of thought was written by Julien de La Mettrie. Paul d’Holbach outlined the views of this school of thought in the 1770 work The System of Nature, and other exponents of this concept include Herbert Feigl and Ludwig Buchner. Jean Cabanis wrote an 1802 treatise on this concept, and Karl Vogt used the liver as an analogy to explain this concept. An 1866 critique and history of this concept was written by Frederich Albert Lange. When prefaced with “dialectical”, this term names Marx’s approach to historical analysis. For ten points, name this term referring to a school of thought which says that only the physical world exists. 

ANSWER: materialism {BA}
20. One thinker from this country wrote a work on the role of God in European history titled The First World Chronicle. A man from this country named Boethius was a 13th century Scholastic thinker associated with the Averroist school. One Linguist from this country deciphered the Orkhon Inscriptions, unlocking the secrets of early Turkish orthography, while another Linguist from this country discovered that certain voiceless stops were voiced in early Proto-Germanic, explaining an anomaly in Grimm’s Law. Apart from Vilhelm Thomsen and Karl Verner, this country was also home to a man who wrote Practice in Christianity and The Concept of Irony with Continual Reference to Socrates; that man also “edited” the writings of the mysterious “Anti-Climacus” about dispair, the titular condition in The Sickness Unto Death. For ten points, name this homeland of Soren Kierkegaard. 

ANSWER: Denmark [accept: Danes, Dane-land, Danemark, Danskere] {BA}

TB. Among those influenced by this school was one Diodorus Chronos, who applied its cosmological precents to time, while a man held to have been himself influence on it was a Samian philosopher and admiral who would actually probably have been very critical of such core concepts it espouses like motion. Aristotle would later criticise the lack of explanation for motion, causing Epicurus to fill in one with a concept that Lucretius would call clinamen or “swerve”. Inspired by Melissus and his concept of all reality as unbroken and uncuttable, but breaking with him in the suggestion of a void in which only certain uncuttable parts move, for 10 points name this school whose primary proponents are Leucippus and Democritus.

Answer: atomists {SK}
