2008 RMP Fest: Apophasis is a False God

B. Arthur and M. “Marnold” Arnold, eds.

Round 8

Tossups

1. Until its seventh edition, this book bore the designation “First Half,” a label removed after the author claimed presenting the “Second Half” would require rewriting this book.  It begins by quoting Plato’s Sophist about the use of a certain term as perplexing and the question to the meaning of that term is given “ontic” and “ontological” priority.   The method of investigation is termed phenomenological, explaining why this work is dedicated to the author’s teacher Husserl. With the second titular concept compared with “everdayness” and progression to death and first titular concept refined to “-with” and “as such” varietes among others, FTP, identify this 1927 book exploring Dasein by Martin Heidegger.

ANSWER: Being and Time or Sein und Zeit {MA}

2. He’s not Andy Watkins, but one story about this figure tells of him stripping naked in a forest and symbolically tearing out five tufts of his hair. Another story tells how the god Sangama transformed into a venomous serpent in an unsuccessful attempt to frighten this figure, who instead showed no fear. This figure, who was sometimes followed by ten disciples, may have been married to a daughter of Jitashatru named Yashoda, and he once experienced a vision while assuming a cow-milking position, causing him to become omniscent. Parshva and Rishabha are among this man’s predecessors, who number twenty-three in total. For ten points, name this most recent Tirthankara, considered the founder of our time-cycle’s Jainism.

ANSWER: Mahavira {BA}


3. When talking to this object, its owner praises it as white and free of stain. Its former owners include Jutmundus the giant and its most notable owner received it from his cousin, an enchanter. This object was made from the same material a similar object named Cortana and owned by Ogier the Dane. This object was supposedly first owned by Hector and was a gift from Malagigi. A sardonyx terrace and a dark stone cause this object to cry out during two attempts to destroy it, both of which fail, and this object is either left under a pine tree or hurled into a poison stream. Containing the tooth of St. Peter and the robe of the Virgin Mary, its owner dies at the Battle of Roncevaux Pass after being ambushed by Saracens. For ten points, name this sword of Roland. 

ANSWER: Durandal [accept: Durendal, Durlindana] {BA}
4. Dialects of this language include Mulgi, Seto, and Voro, which are spoken in the southern part of this language’s range. This language has no voiced stops and uses Latin letters designed for voiced stops to represent long unvoiced consonants. Its orthography uses an “o” with a tilde to represent a close-mid back unrounded vowel. Although this language’s direct ancestor is notable for losing palatalization, this language acquired palatalization before front vowels from its neighbors. This language has three vowel lengths: short, long, and overlong. Unlike its relatives, this language lacks vowel harmony, though like its relatives it has translative nouns, agglutination, and over a dozen noun cases. For ten points, name this Uralic language and close relative of Finnish, which you might hear Arvo Part speak in Tallinn. 

ANSWER: Estonian [accept: Eesti Keele] {BA}
5. Two answers required.  Stefan Brauer has written an essay on their theoretical disagreements. A letter by one of them bizarrely refers to the other as “Miss Giraffe” while a letter from one to the other expresses bitterness over a period of no communication and rejects the other’s request for the pseudonym “Charles de Kloes.” The work of one of them, “Montaigne and the Theory of Skepticism” and the notion of “never merely” was cited by the other in his most famous book authored alone. The fiftieth birthday of one these men inspired a work of the other subtitled “Reflections on a Damaged Life,” which includes essays on Proust and “On Oracles.” That is the aphoristic Minima Moralia. These two authors best-known collaboration came on a book arguing that man wasn’t freed but rather made more dependent on capitalism thanks to the titular time period. FTP, identify these two authors of the Frankfurt School that collaborated on Dialectic of Enlightenment.

ANSWER: Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno (accept Wiesengrund for Adorno; prompt on partial answers) {MA}
6. In Hungarian folklore, these creatures are called manok. In 1588, the Scotswoman Allison Peirson was executed for witchcraft after being accused of having conversations with these creatures. A medieval Dutch epic describes Charlemagne meeting one of these creatures, who takes the form of a black knight and exposes Eggeric as a traitor. According to the Yngling Saga, the legendary warrior Olaf Geirstad became one of these creatures after his death. Ottar is a grandson of the king of these creatures; that king may be married to either Bryngerd, the daughter of Raum, or to Svanhild the Gold-Feathered, a daughter of the sun. Skuld and Hegan each had one parent who was this kind of creature. When Frey got his first baby tooth, the realm of these creatures was given to him, and Snorri describes one group of these creatures as being brighter than the sun, while another group is dark-skinned and lives below the Earth; those are known as the "svart" variety. For ten points, name these human-like beings of Norse mythology, frequently depicted with pointy ears.

ANSWER: Elves [accept: Alfar] {BA}
7. This god is associated with the Hieroglyph for the word sesh. A minor form of this god is depicted as a male goat, and he is sometimes depicted carrying a palm leaf. In The Book of Two Ways, the dead are said to become stars and reside next to this god. In a Ptolemaic-era epic about this god, Neferkaptah and Khaemwaset seek a possession of this god, but experience tragedy when they acquire it. The sound of this god’s voice once caused the primordial god Nu, also called Nun, to give birth to additional gods. In another story, he uses magical semen to transform himself into the sun. The Greeks called him “Trismegistos”, or “the Thrice Great”. He is sometimes considered a moon god or given the head of a baboon, and his deeds include healing other gods. He participates in the judgment of the dead by recording their verdicts. For ten points, name this Ibis-headed Egyptian god of wisdom and writing. 

ANSWER: Thoth [accept: Theth, Thout, Tehuti, Djehuty] {BA}
8. In an early work, this man argued that humans reach new realms of self-consciousness when they find themselves in unconditioned moments he termed “limit situations”. This man rejected the doctrine of “de-mythologization” during a public dispute with Rodolf Bultmann over the methodology of religious studies. His concept of the cipher can be used to communicate between all metaphysical systems. He used the term “objectivized cages” to describe human world views, which he categorized in an early work. This author of The Atom Bomb and the Future of Man argued that unfettered public debate, social spheres without government planning, and national identification with basic rights was necessary to avoid totalitarianism. He argued that the emergence of political systems with many small states can lead to classes of wandering scholars and revolutionary new thinking. For ten points, name this author of The Origin and Goal of History and Reason and Existenz, a psychologist-turned philosopher who introduced the concept of the Axial Age. 

ANSWER: Karl Jaspers {BA}
9. The oldest surviving synagogue in this city is the Staranova Synagogue, which dates to 1270, while the Pinkas Synagogue in this city contains an inscription with the names of over 70,000 Jews killed during the Holocaust. This city’s Jewish cemetery is located near the Klausen synagogue. One synagogue in this city was named for Mordechai Maisel, and this city’s Jewish Quarter is known as the Josefov. During World War Two, many Jews from this city were sent to the nearby Terezin concentration camp, and Jewish scholars from this city include Yom Tov Lipmann Heller and David Ganz, who were students of Judah ben Bezalel, also known as “the Maharal” or Rabbi Loew, who allegedly protected the Jews of this city by building a clay figure and causing it to come to life. For ten points, name this city associated with the golem legend, the center of Jewish culture in Bohemia and the capital of the Czech Republic.

ANSWER: Prague [accept: Praha] {BA}
10. According to one story, this city was almost destroyed by the last king of the Himyarite Kingdom, but he was dissuaded from doing so by two local rabbis. This city was the site of the Battle of Buath between the rival Aus and Khazraj tribes, and the Qaynuqa, Qurazya, and Nadir were three tribes of Jews who lived in this city. This city, which was home to a group named the “Ansar”, contains the Quba Mosque, and another mosque in this city contains a smaller corner where, according to legend, no prayer is rejected. That mosque is the al-Nabawi mosque, where you can find the burial places of Caliph Umar, Caliph Abu Bakr, and the Prophet Muhammad. Originally known as Yathrib, this city was the target of the hijra. For ten points, name this city to which Muhammad fled after being expelled from Mecca, the second holiest city in Islam.

ANSWER: Medina {BA}
11. K.D. Sethna has argued that the word “Ranha” in Zoroastrian texts refers to this place. According to the Story of King Sagar, the Vedic sage Kapiladeva makes his abode in this place. Ucchaisrava was a white horse who emerged from this place, along with Kaustubhamani the diamond, Dhanvantari the physician of the gods, and Sura the goddess of wine. Kurma was an avatar of Vishnu whose abode was in this place. The monster Makara dwells in this place. The story of Sagar Manthan tells of Vasuki, a king of the nagas who lives in one of these places, and how a mountain was taken to one of these places in order to turn it into amrita, the immortality nectar of the gods. For ten points, Varuna is the god of this place, a large body of salt water.  

ANSWER: the sea [accept: ocean] {BA}
12. A 1990 article by Jacob Howland about Socrates and this figure is subtitled “Eros, Piety, and Politics”. In a 2006 article, Andrew Archie used decision theory to analyze this man’s appearances in Socratic dialogues. This figure crowns Socrates with a wreath at the end of one dialogue named for this figure, in which he and Socrates discuss the nature of wisdom, and which also contains the section “On Prayer.” In another dialogue named for this figure, Socrates unsuccessfully attempts to persuade this figure that he knows nothing of justice and expediency and ought therefore not dabble in politics. Those two works are known as the “minor” and “major” dialogues of this figure, and there is an academic debate over whether they can be attributed to Plato. Henrik Syse has argued that this man’s appearances in Platonic dialogues is intended to stress the importance of peace in civic affairs. In the Symposium, this figure vows love for Socrates after showing up drunk. For ten points, name this Athenian politician who masterminded the Sicilian Expedition.

ANSWER: Alcibiades {SK}
13. When introducing this doctrine, its most famous adherent warned that attempting to understand it quickly would be like entering an “inextricable labyrinth” before supporting this doctrine by citing St. Bernard’s sermons on the Song of Solomon. Romans 9 and Romans 11 are often cited to support this doctrine, but they are directly contradicted by Romans 10. The term “God behind the cross” has been coined to describe the unknowable aspects of this doctrine. Pslam 78, which contrasts the tribe of Ephraim with the tribe of Judah, has been used to support the “double” form of this doctrine. This doctrine was the subject of the Quinquarticular Controversy, during which it was defended by Franciscus Gomarus, and a dispute over this doctrine led to the Synod of Dordt, where this doctrine was attacked by Jacobus Arminius. For ten points, name this doctrine laid forth in Institutes of the Christian Religion, which states that God foreordained some to be damned and elected others to be saved, associated with orthodox Calvinism. 

ANSWER: Predestination [prompt on “Calvinism”] {BA}
14. One major work of this movement contains chapters titled A Section with no Heading and A Key to the Revelation of St. John, and some have traced this movement to a work of Solomon Spalding. One leader of this movement delivered the “Salt Sermon”, which attacked Oliver Cowdery, an early leader of this movement who had formed a splinter group, and other early leaders include Frederick Williams and Sidney Rigdon. The views of this movement are summarized in a letter to “Long John” Wentworth known as the Articles of Faith. Some have traced this movement to a work of Ethan Smith titled View of the Hebrews. Texts from this religious movement include the Book of Commandments and the Book of Abraham, which is part of the Pearl of Great Price. For ten points, name this branch of Christianity based on writings found at Cumorah on golden plates by Joseph Smith.

ANSWER: Mormonism [accept: Church of Christ of Latter-Day Saints; LDS] {BA}
15. In Book V of the Iliad, Athena causes fire to shoot from the one of these belonging to Diomedes, and one which fell from heaven along with twelve decoys were the special charge of the Salian Priests in Rome. Tzetzes’s Commentary on Lycophron states one of the most famous ones in Greek myth was made from part of the body of the giant Pallas after he tried to rape his celibate foster-daughter who usually carried it thereafter, and that it bore upon it the head of Medusa who was slain in part with the aid of a highly reflective one of these. One containing image of two cities and a dancing floor and another on which was a depiction an image of Ares engaged in battle belonged to Achilles and Heracles, respectively, the latter described in a poem by Hesiod. For ten points, name this hand-held protective device, a famous mythical example of which is the Aegis. 

Answer: Shields {WD, SK}
16. Karl Neuwerck’s involvement with this group cost him a teaching post.  Robert James Hellman wrote a history of this group titled “The Red Room and White Beer,” while one of their critics depicted them stepping on books while a secret agent reports their activities to the police. One member of this group argued that art had been replaced by philosophy, which must in turn be replaced by action, in Prolegomena to Historiosophy, while another member of this group advocated anarchy in The Ego and Its Own. The addressee of Letter to Arnold Ruge was one of them and that letter is a renunciation of this group by a member that would also attack them in The Holy Family. That former member also attacked this group with the notion of “species-being” in his On the Jewish Question. Rejected by Karl Marx, FTP, identify this group that included Bruno Bauer, David Strauss and Ludwig Feuerbach and took their name from an earlier thinker famous for writing Phenomenology of Spirit and talking about the dialetic. 

ANSWER: the Young Hegelians [accept Left Hegelians; Junghegelianer; Linkshegelianer; prompt on “Holy Family” or “Heilige Familie” until mentioned; prompt on “Hegelians”] {BA/MA}
17. This set of texts contains a book titled “The Genesis of Thoughts”, which is divided into sections on good, bad, and intermediate thoughts. That book is part of the “Enumeration of Factors”, a section of this text that deals with the phenomena that make up the human experience. Another section of this text lists the twenty-four kinds of causal conditioning, while another is called the “Points of Controversy” and recounts an old debate. A section of this text called the “Yamaka” consists of sets of questions. Another part of this text has five sets of discourses organized by length which are termed Nikayas. The Parivara is an analysis of the rules set down in the first part of this work, which applies to monks and nuns and is called the Vinaya, which along with the Sutta and the Abhidhamma make up the major parts of this collection. For ten points, name this text divided into three Pitaka or baskets, the sole authoritative text of Theravada Buddhism named for the language in which it is written.

ANSWER: Pali Canon [grudgingly accept “Abhidhamma Pitaka” until “Yamaka”] {BA}
18. This god has a relationship with the maiden Mayahuel that results in the growth of a beautiful tree when he takes the form of Ehecatl, the wind god. In one story, this god falls into a ditch after being startled by a flock of quail; earlier, he had been aided by worms and bees, who helped him make an instrument out of a conch shell. This god once brought his dwarfs with him on a journey despite knowing that they would be incinerated. This god’s rival once disguised himself as the god of war and tricked this god into consuming a magic mushroom that had been given to him in beverage form, after which this god slept with his sister. The planet Venus was associated with this god, who was the Lord of the Dawn, and he ruled Tula before being exiled on a raft of snakes. For ten points, name this feathered serpent god of the Aztecs, not to be confused with Hernando Cortes. 

ANSWER: Quetzalcoatl [accept Ehecatl until mentioned] {BA}
19. An anthropologist from this country won the 1980 Malinowski Prize and the 1981 Huxley medal; that man cooperated with Margaret Park Redfield on a 1945 study of the peasants of this country. One philosophical tradition from this country urged refinement through self-reflection on one’s past failures, a process known as “embracing”; that school had a subset known as the “School of Names”. One thinker from this country wrote the political tract “Mirror of the State”. The allegory of the three vinegar tasters is used in this country to compare some of its major schools of thought, and important works in this country include The The Great Learning and the Doctrine of the Mean. Unfortunate incidents in the intellectual history of this country include the Burying of the Scholars, which wiped out many of the Hundred Schools. For ten points, name this Asian country home to Mohism, Legalism, and Taoism. 

ANSWER: China [accept: Zhongguo; Cathay] {BA}

20. Among the Iroquois, this animal was associated with the north wind. Andarta and Artio were Celtic goddesses associated with these creatures. According to Saxo Grammaticus, the Danish hero Hialto gained strength and courage after consuming the flesh and blood of one of these creatures. In Hindu tradition, the king of these animals can be harmed only by avatars of Vishnu and is accidentally killed by Krishna; that king, Jamvuman, helps Hanuman and Rama in the Ramayana. Among Tungusic tribes, this animal is captured, kept for several years, and then sacrificed, and the sacrifice of this animal is the central religious ritual of the Ainu peoples of Japan. A nymph who was transformed into one of these creatures gave birth to Arcas after being seduced by Zeus, who was disguised as Artemis; that nymph was Callisto. For ten points, name this type of creature frequently preyed upon by Lions, Vikings, and Packers in the NFC North. 

ANSWER: bears [give 5 additional pity points to anyone who answers by singing the words to “Bear Down, Chicago Bears”] {BA}
TB. A work by this man asking 323 questions to the public is often published alongside his Word to the Wise. One of his major works begins with epigraphs from Jeremiah and Cicero and starts with an “Advertisement” before continuing onto dialogues between the title figure and interlocutors like Theages.  Another of his famous works arose from a pamphlet war with James Jurin and Jacob Walton, specifically Walton’s “Geometry no Friend to Infidelity” which correctly attacked this thinker for being a goddamn moron. Yet another of his famous works had a follow-up called “Farther Thoughts on” a key substance, which begins with a celebratory ode written in Latin and discusses the use of an unglazed vessel and the substance’s capacity for reducing fever. Those works respectively concern “a Minute philosopher,” the concept of “fluxions,” and the substance tar-water and are called Alciphron, Defence of Free-Thinking in Mathematics and Siris.  A somewhat less stupid work attacks John Locke’s materialism.  FTP, identify this author of Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous, an Irish idealist that is wrong about basically everything.
ANSWER: Bishop George Berkeley  {BA/MA} 
