An Encounter: Packet 4

1. At one point in this novel, a corpulent duchess who reminds the protagonist of a fat lady at a fair tells him that she has heard a legend that he has founded a city ten years ago, and granted land for free to all newcomers who pledged to never smoke cigars. After Henri-Urbain tells one character about the state of affairs, she tells the protagonist to cherish her memory in his dreams and stays at the convent. Armand Nioche needs money to pay his daughter's dowry, but that daughter, a painter named Noemie, is interested in love, and causes a duel to occur in which Valentin dies. Mrs. Bread reveals to the titular character the existence of a letter that implicates Madame de Bellegarde in the death of her husband, but nevertheless, Claire de Cintre refuses to go with her love across the Atlantic. For 10 points, name this work about the search of the rich Christopher Newman for a continental wife, by Henry James. 

ANSWER: The American [2] [RL] 

2. One section of this work features several riffs on the phrase "I'm sorry," while another section focuses on a character who had "steel rods" inside her, a euphemism for abortion.  In another section of this work, Beau Willie Brown holds Crystal's children out of a window in an attempt to force her to marry him.  During the first section of this work, the primary characters dance "let your backbone slip" and play freeze tag.  One character runs away with Toussaint Jones in this work, and she chants "I found God in myself/...and I loved her fiercely" during the last section, "A laying on of hands."  Featuring the ladies in red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple, and brown, for 10 points, name this play that consists of twenty "choreopoems," a work by Ntozake Shange.

ANSWER: For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow is Enuf [AH] [3] 

3. This work’s protagonist is told an eccentric story with the moral “to the victor, the potatoes,” and later misinterprets a gift of strawberries as a love token.  The protagonist of this work gets a big head after his friend publishes a flattering account of how he saved a child from being trampled, after which he invests in the newspaper Atalaia.  Maria Benedicta and Carlos Maria get married in this work, which also sees Freitas’s funeral.  The protagonist is eventually institutionalized for his delusions of being Napoleon III, though his infatuation with Christiano Palha’s wife Sophia has waned.  The protagonist inherits a lot of money from his friend Quincas Borba, with the condition that he treat another Quincas Borba like a human.  For 10 points, name this novel in which Rubiao sometimes confuses a dead thinker for a canine, written by Machado de Assis. 

ANSWER: Philosopher or Dog? [or Quincas Borba, early] [AH] [2] 

4. This work begins with a dedication poem about Youth "singing and singing...out of the earthy dusk."  One relationship in this novel begins when a fur-clad little girl gives some of the candy from her uncle Joe to a little boy whose cat had run up a telephone pole.  One of the protagonist's brothers has a chubby daughter named Milly, whom the protagonist buys a piano.  One character in this novel has a special bond with animals and lives in an isolated cottage where he reads the Bible in Norwegian; his name is "Crazy Ivar."  The protagonist's brothers, Oscar and Lou, disapprove of her marriage.  Another character in this novel marries Angelique and dies of appendicitis while working the fields.  In addition to French immigrant Amedee, another character in this novel named Emil falls in love with Frank Shabata's wife Maria.  For 10 points, name this novel in which Carl Linstrum and Alexandra Bergson eventually marry in Nebraska, by Willa Cather.

ANSWER: O Pioneers! [AH] [1] 

5. In this work, hunters and their Berkshire hounds cause the speaker to flee and notice an omen backed by the sunset that calls up memories from the Arno-vale. Its speaker strays to the hills, where he notices "twisted chimney-stacks" and sees the "tender purple spray" on the copse and briers. The speaker laments the loss of his shepherd's pipes and remembers his companion's "rustic flute," which too quickly gained a "stormy note." The end of this poem sees the title character whisper to the speaker that "The light we sought is shining still," despite the fact that he "wander'd til [he] died." Exalting Oxford as "that sweet city with her dreaming spires," this poem uses the image of a "signal-elm" tree to represent the friendship between the title character and the speaker, Corydon. Styled after Virgil's Seventh Eclogue, for 10 points, name this Matthew Arnold elegy to Arthur Hugh Clough.
ANSWER: "Thyrsis" [2] [AH]

6. When it falls "sudden from heaven like a weeping cloud, that fosters the droop-headed flowers all, and hides the green hill in an April shroud," the poet notes that you should imprison your mistress's "soft hand, and let her rave." It has its "sov'reign shrine" "in the very temple of Delight," and its "strenuous tongue can burst Joy's grape against [its] palate fine." The titular subject of a poem that observes "she dwells with Beauty-Beauty that must die, and Joy, whose hand is ever at [its] lips," it is "a partner in your sorrow's mysteries," and "the wakeful anguish of the soul." FTP name this subject of an ode that begins "no, no, go not to Lethe," by John Keats. 

ANSWER: "Ode on Melancholy" [3] [RL]

7. Discussion over this phrase leads to the query "When did you last see your mother?" after one character claims that his mother used to say it, prompting a staredown that ends with one character's hands around another's neck while he yells "YOU FOOL!" After this phrase is invoked five times, one character "menancingly" states "What do you mean?" after its originator claims that it is "common usage," causing those two characters to "stare at each other, breathing hard." This action is first proposed after two characters receive twelve matches in an envelope sent via the play's titular conveyance.  Contrasted with a similar action undertaken with "the gas," for 10 points, name this phrase that causes tension between Ben and Gus in Harold Pinter's The Dumbwaiter.

ANSWER: "light the kettle" [accept word forms i.e. lighting the kettle, etc] [AH] [3]

8. A doctor instructs a landlady to make a pine coffin because oak coffins are too expensive after declaring that the protagonist will die in 36 hours. An obscured picture of a General is found on the snuffbox of another character, who is visited by the protagonist when his German wife is cooking fish. The protagonist does not avoid garbage being dumped out of windows, and remarks that secretaries “are an untrustworthy race,” to a character whom he later meets on his way to Karolina Ivanovna. The protagonist is accosted by thieves while returning from a tea party in honor of the title object, and goes to a “prominent personage” to seek it. For 10 points, identify this work wherein Petrovitch prepares the title object which is stolen from Akaki Akakievitch, a short story by Nikolai Gogol.

ANSWER: “The Overcoat” [1] [GK]

9. The influence of Dala paintings can be seen in this man’s poems “The Assumption of Elijah” and “Jonah and the Whale”, while a poem addressed to “Forefathers” who lived in “humbleness and peace” opens his first poetry collection Songs of Wilderness and Love. Another of his collections is divided into parts such as “From a Bachelor’s Songbook” and “From Folkare Paths” and is a semi-autobiographical depiction of an educated man who returns to his home town, and that character’s “Pleasure Garden” is the title of a subsequent poetry collection. His other collections include one addressed to the Roman gods of flowers and fruits, titled Flora and Pomona, and he also claimed that “Babbitt approaches the ideal of an American popular hero of the middle class,” in a speech titled Why Sinclair Lewis Got the Nobel Prize, in addition to writing the poetry collections Fridolin’s Songs, and Hösthorn. For 10 points, identify this Swedish poet who was posthumously awarded the Nobel Prize in 1931.
ANSWER: Erik Axel Karlfeldt [GK] [3] 

10. Thomas Gray wrote two of the most famous works in this form in English, “The Bard” and “The Progress of Poesy.”  One of these begins “Water is the finest of all” and calls gold “a lambent fire,” while another claims “The first of prizes is good fortune, the second is to be well spoken of.”  Many of the most famous are dedicated to Hieron, and deal with the lives of Ortygia, Chiron, and Perseus; these are grouped into the Pythian, Nemean, Isthmian, and Olympian groups.  Featuring alternations of strophe, antistrophe, and epode, this form was taken up by Bacchylides after its inventor, though adapted to a more somber mood by the Romans. For 10 points, name this form, later complemented by the Horatian kind, associated with a Greek poet. 

ANSWER: Pindaric ode (prompt on partial answer) [2] [DL] 

11. A political standoff in this work occurs when the Moscow II predicts the end of capitalism in 2080.  The protagonist follows an accounting superintendant who is stood up on a date, only to find that he has been strangled by his mistress.  The protagonist is told over the phone to stop asking questions by a “strangely familiar” voice that he later realizes is his own, reproduced by a computer.  The protagonist finds out in a chapter entitled “Program Card Number Two” that his colleagues Wada and Tanomogi have been working on a project that requires lots of aborted fetuses, including his own son.  For 10 points, name this novel starring Professor Katsumi, in which the Society for the Development of Submarine Colonies breeds aquans in order to allow humanity to survive a cold spell that will flood the earth, written by Kobo Abe. 

ANSWER: Inter Ice Age 4 [accept Daiyon kampyoki] [3] [AH] 

12. The protagonist of this novel gets in with a Bohemian crowd including Comrade Bobbe, Upjohn, and Waldo Tubbe, thinly veiled parodies of Lawrence, Pound, and Eliot.  The protagonist's mother took twenty-two lovers, and married the final one and moved to Australia when her husband died.  The protagonist's wife Elizabeth insisted that she marry him after she supposedly became pregnant, but when she turned out not to be, the protagonist decides to get with her best friend Fanny Welford.  The central character is stationed in M--, France, where he is badgered by a colonel and finally stands up in a trench and dies during a German barrage.  For 10 points, name this novel about George Winterbourne's experiences in World War I, by Richard Aldington.

ANSWER: Death of a Hero [4] [AH]

13. This work claims that there are “too many Cinderellas among the poets,” and in a discussion of spoudaios and phaulos accounts for why Thackeray calls Vanity Fair a novel without a hero.  This work attributes the misguided belief that “natural taste” is superior to scholarly conviction to Tolstoy and the Romantics, and that it belabors the point to justify why Milton is more rewarding that Blackmore. Originating out of his introduction to Spencer’s The Faerie Queen, it details four modes of the title concept: Historical, Ethical, Archetypal and Rhetorical.  Beginning with a “Polemical Introduction” and ending with “A Tentative Conclusion,” and written by the author, whose analysis of William Blake is contained in Fearful Symmetry, for 10 points, name this collection of four essays by Northrop Frye. 

ANSWER: Anatomy of Criticism [AR] [2] 

14. The works Sweet and Sour Milk, Sardines, and Close Sesame make up his trilogy Variations on a Theme of an African Dictatorship.  He wrote about Ebla fleeing her home village when she becomes engaged to a man forty years her senior in From a Crooked Rib, and he told of a teacher name Koschin who promises to marry an English girl in his A Naked Needle.  Another of his novels tells how Scholoongo is rejected by Kalaman but sleeps with his grandfather, Nonno, killing him.  That work, Secrets, along with Gifts, rounds out his trilogy Blood in the Sun, which begins with a novel that starts in second person and tells how Misra becomes the adoptive mother of Askar during the Ogaden War.  For 10 points, name this author of Maps, probably the best-known writer from Somalia. 

ANSWER: Nuruddin Farah [AH] [4] 
15. Nabil Matar wrote a critical essay about George Herbert, Henry Vaughan, and this action, which extensively quotes a poem from The Temple about this action that is is addressed to a "poore nation" and concludes with the speaker's wish that "your sweet sap may come again!" A work named for this action sees the protagonist repeatedly question "is it ME?" after calling a holy man a bastard, and that protagonist had earlier wished that all fifty-eight victims of a plane crash were members of his religion.  That short story sees a bunch of onlookers, including Marvin Binder and Yakov Blotnik, kneel before the synagogue-scaling Oscar Freedman and acknowledge that God can make a child without intercourse.  A refusal until this action occurs would cause the speaker's "vegetable love" to grow in Marvell's "To His Coy Mistress."  Titling a story in Philip Roth's Goodbye Columbus, for 10 points, name this action that would require about half of quizbowl to stop making latkes for Hanukkah.
ANSWER: the Conversion of the Jews [need the exact answer] [2] [AH]

