The Illinois Open 2003: Transfigured Spite

Toss-ups by Chicago A (?)

1. By killing some Teleboan warriors, this man avenged the murder of the Mycenaean princes and won the hand of the Mycenaean king Electryon’s daughter. However, his wife was seduced during this quest, leading to many legends including his association with gastronomy. In addition, his betrothed’s seduction by Zeus resulted in the birth of Hercules. For ten points, name the Theban prince and husband of Alcmena whose tale was the source for plays by Moliere and Giradoux. 

Answer: Amphitryon
2. He nursed Edna St. Vincent Millay during her penultimate illness and rumors abounded about their relationship, leading to a caricature of him as Tithonus Pidgeon in C. Wright Mills’ roman à clef The Breadbasket. He preceded Davis and Moore in his development of the theory of role allocation in public education, which went hand in hand with his meritocracy theory of schools. This followed his reading of Max Weber, whom he popularized in America. For ten points, name this American sociologist and author of Social System and The Structure of Social Action.


Answer: Talcott Parsons
3. The most damning testimony about it came from James Dursi, who implicated Paul Meadlo and one other man.  An attempted cover-up was unmasked by Ron Ridenhour and fully revealed by journalist Seymour Hersh, who had photos taken by Ronald Haeberle at his disposal.  Though several men were tried, only William Calley was convicted.  For ten points, name this incident that occurred in the namesake village in Quang Ngai in March 1968 and saw the massacre of hundreds of Vietnamese civilians.


Answer: My Lai [MEE-LIE]

4. The protagonist’s son is a sociologist named after the author of “The Culprit Fay,” Joseph Rodman Drake.  The 

protagonist’s wife left him for the doctor who amputated his leg following his debilitating bone disease.  But this novel’s protagonist is mostly interested in his grandparents, Susan Burling and Oliver Ward, who were an illustrator and mining engineer, respectively.  For ten points, name this novel in which a retired history professor writes the biography of his grandmother, a Pulitzer Prize winner by Wallace Stegner.


Answer: The Angle of Repose
5. Instead of a west façade, it has two porches attached to its flanks and is believed to have included the saltwater pool that sprang up where Poseidon threw his trident.  Its smaller porch is the famed Porch of the Maidens, and its roof is held up by six caryatids on a high parapet.  As the second major project on the site by Mnesikles, it was completed in 405 BC.  For ten points, identify this temple on the northern edge of the Akropolis, which is named for a legendary king of Athens. 

Answer: Erechtheum or Erechtheion
6. This organization was founded by Nawab Salimulla on a platform that opposed the boycott of English goods.  Opposing the British after Britain attacked Turkey in World War I, it would go on to become the principal challenger to the Congress Party during the 1930s, and this antagonism led to its leader’s repudiation of the  “democratic system of parliamentary government on the conception of a homogeneous nation…”  Another major issue of contention was the partition of Bengal.  For ten points, name this group that spearheaded the formation of Pakistan from India, led by Mohammed Ali Jinnah.


Answer: Muslim League
7. Among the literary treatments of this man is William Rowley’s All’s Lost by Lust, in which Mulymamen plots against him. He is also the subject of a Sir Walter Scott poem, subtitled “Vision of Don,” and Walter Savage Landor’s titular Count Julian takes revenge against him. That revenge is also the focus of a Robert Southey poem, in which he succumbs to the Moors. For ten points, identify the last king of the Goths who shares his name with one of the members of Poe’s “House of Usher.”

Answer: Roderick or Roderigo
8. As a result of it, the rulers of Oldenburg, Cassel, Brunswick, and Hanover were restored to their thrones.  It began eight days after the Treaty of Ried, at which Bavaria joined the alliance, while the battle proper began with an engagement at Mockern in which Marmont was defeated by Blucher.  Beginning on October 16, it ended three 

days later when the allies stormed the city.  For ten points, name this conflict also known as the “Battle of the Nations,” a key 1813 defeat for Napoleon.


Answer: Battle of Leipzig (accept the Battle of the Nations before it is mentioned)

9. He became a popular figure due to a lawsuit with Count Lablache, which contested the estate of his patron, Duverney. His first literary work to gain attention was his Memoirs, after his plays Eugenie and The Two Friends failed to make much of an impression. Subsequently, he worked on covert missions for Louis XV and XVI and sold arms to the Americans during the Revolution.  His libretto for the opera Tarare was just one of his several works that would be set to music. For ten points, name this French author, the son of a watchmaker named Caron, best known for his comedies The Barber of Seville and The Marriage of Figaro.


Answer: Pierre Auguste Caron de Beaumarchais
10. Under it, the population was registered in sections of lija, or ten households each, and information was kept by the Hubu, or Ministry of Revenue. Its end came when Li Tzu-ch’eng captured the capital, and its last emperor hung himself. The dynasty was founded by a monk named Chu Yuan-chang, who ruled as the Hongwu Emperor, and its high point was the expeditions of Cheng Ho, an eunuch who led naval expeditions as far as the Middle East. For ten points name this Chinese dynasty that supplanted the Yuan in 1368 and ruled until 1644.


Answer: Ming
11. This church’s founder first led bodies of small “bands” that shared secrets and rebuked one another as unnecessary.   Not surprisingly, early church writings include “Rules of the Band Societies” and the doctrinal “Twenty-Five Articles of Religion,” stressing stiff churchmanship and the more agreeable belief of salvation by faith alone. One of its first American societies was located in Pipe Creek, Maryland with Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke as the first American bishops, and by the mid 1800s it had more members than any other denomination. For ten points, identify this group whose name was born in ridicule of the rigid ritualism of its original Oxford leader, John Wesley.

Answer: Methodists (accept word forms)

12. Intel started the revolution of this device in 1970 with its 1103 chip, which pushed out the previously used magnetic core variant.  Harvard architecture separates this into instruction and data halves, while Von Neumann's model keeps it unified. Named types include fast page mode, Extended Data Out, Video, and Flash, and most types today use units consisting of either a capacitor-transistor pair or six transistors. For ten points, name this component of a computer used for temporary data storage.


Answer: RAM or random access memory 
13. The last two propositions in the book assert that morality and religion would be important even if we didn’t know the mind to be eternal, and that blessedness is not the reward of virtue but virtue itself.  It opens with definitions of key terms like “eternity,” “substance,” “attribute,” and “mode.”  After addressing God and the nature and origin of the mind and effects, it considers human bondage and human freedom.  For ten points, name this philosophical work that demonstrates its views in geometrical order, a work of Benedict Spinoza.


Answer: The Ethics
14. For some twenty years of his reign, he engaged in a war with Louis the Fat.  He took over Normandy after winning the battle of Tinchebray and secured popular support with the Coronation Charter, which he issued following seizure of the treasury at Winchester.  After his son drowned on the White Ship, he named his daughter heir, and from her husband descends the Plantagenet line.  However, his nephew Stephen contested Matilda’s claim to the throne.  FTP, name this English monarch nicknamed “Beauclerc,” who succeeded his brother William Rufus in 1100.


Answer: Henry I
15. For a rod of mass M and length L spinning about its center at frequency ( [“omega”], these are thought to carry away an energy per unit time equal to 2GM2L4(6/(45c5) [“two big-gee emm squared ell to the fourth omega to the sixth over forty-five cee to the fifth”].  In 1975, a system of two stars in an elliptical orbit with a maximum separation of roughly one solar radius was found by Hulse and Taylor; precision measurements of this system have shown a speed-up in orbital frequency consistent with emission of these.  For ten points, what is this form of radiation predicted by general relativity for which one needs a time-varying quadruple moment in a mass distribution, which the LIGO experiment is searching for?

Answer: gravitational waves
16. This artist married Susan Hannah MacDowell, who was an accomplished pianist, photographer, and painter at the time.  The Corcoran houses his full-length portrait The Pathetic Song, which perhaps falls behind his portraits Mary Adeline Williams and Miss Van Buren.  After his return to America, he began to employ Muybridge’s photographic researches in his paintings, which ended an early hobby that could be seen in such canvases as The Biglen Brothers Racing and Max Schmitt in a Single Scull.  FTP, name this American painter whose fascination with anatomy is best expressed in his masterpiece, The Gross Clinic. 


Answer: Thomas Eakins 

17. Faraday’s law of induction alone cannot explain its occurrence.  Causing by the presence of induced screening currents on the surface of a substance, it was discovered in 1933 when tin crystals were cooled to 3.72 Kelvin and became perfectly diamagnetic as the Earth’s magnetic field was expelled, allowing for superconductivity to be observed.  FTP, name this effect described as the falling off of the magnetic flux within a superconducting metal when cooled below the critical temperature.

Answer: Meissner effect

18. In the middle section, a pirate camp is surrounded by fauns and consumed by fire, after which the earth opens up.  Pan appears; in recognition of his intervention, the title characters later mime the story of his love for Syrinx. Dorcon, the rival of one of the title characters, is represented by a tune on the bassoons.  Based on a scenario by Mikhail Fokine, who had envisioned the music as resembling that of ancient Greece, for ten points, what is this “choreographic symphony in three parts” by Maurice Ravel?

Answer: Daphnis et Chloé 

19. This work ends with the author comparing his country to an “eagle mewing its mighty youth” and calling it a “nation not slow and dull, but of a quick, ingenious and piercing spirit.”  In attempting to make his case the author quotes the case of the imprisoned Galileo and claims that promiscuous reading is necessary to the constituting of human virtue.  It was written as an address to the “Lords and Commons of England” and attacks the recent licensing act of Parliament.  For ten points, identify this John Milton work that took its name from a site in Athens, the hill of Ares.

Answer: Areopagitica
20. A decamer of it is often used as an affinity tag for proteins, as it binds to nickel ions.  A mutant of Salmonella typhimurium unable to naturally synthesize it is a key part of the Ames test for carcinogenicity.  Higher eukaryotes are unable to perform biosynthesis of this amino acid, which in most bacteria requires 5 reactions just to form its imidazole ring side chain.  The pKa of its side chain is the closest to biological pH of any amino acid, allowing it to effect catalysis in a number of biological reactions via proton exchange.  FTP, name this amino acid whose decarboxylated derivative released by mast cells.

Answer: histidine
Overtime. Cross-cultural studies have shown that it is peculiar to Western, individualistic societies.  One of the first experiments to study it involved students reading pro-Castro or anti-Castro essays to one another. Ross, Amabile and Steinmetz later showed in 1977 that after a quiz game, both observers and contestants thought the questioner had above average general knowledge. Also known as correspondence bias, FTP, what is this psychological principle in which people over-emphasize internal dispositional factors and under-emphasize external situational ones when explaining behaviors or outcomes?

Answer: fundamental attribution error or fundamental error of attribution (accept correspondence bias before it is mentioned)

The Illinois Open 2003: Transfigured Spite

Bonuses by Chicago A (?)

1. Name these Roman monuments or emperors who commissioned them for ten points each.

A. The most important of Augustus’ monuments was this ceremonial piece voted by the Roman Senate in 13 BC and completed four years later.

Answer: Ara Pacis (accept Altar of Peace)

B. The arch of this emperor, built in 81 AD, commemorates his conquest of Jerusalem.

Answer: Titus
C. Its design is credited to Apollodorus of Damascus, the emperor’s military architect, and is distinguished by its great height, 125 feet, and by the continuous spiral band of relief that covers its surface.

Answer: Column of Trajan
2. He served as editor of the first major psychoanalytic journal Imago shortly after publishing his late manifesto Will Therapy.  For ten points each, name—

A. This psychologist.


Answer: Otto Rank
B. The concept that Rank developed, which explained the pain of the natal experience as the causative factor in the development of neuroses.


Answer: birth trauma
C. The man for whom Rank worked as a secretary starting in 1905 and whose own major works include Moses and Monotheism and The Interpretation of Dreams.


Answer: Sigmund Freud
3. Given the character’s name from an 80s sitcom, name the actress who played her and the sitcom on which she appeared, for 5 points per answer:

A. Carol Seaver


Answer: Tracey Gold and Growing Pains
B. Mallory Keaton


Answer: Justine Bateman and Family Ties
C. Jamie Powell


Answer: Nicole Eggert and Charles in Charge 

4. Name these things related to gene mapping, for ten points each:

A. Genes can be mapped without the need of identifying gene products due to base changes that alter the pattern of cuts in the DNA giving rise to these detectable variations in DNA fragment length.


Answer: restriction fragment length polymorphisms or RFLP
B. This type of restriction fragment length polymorphism, also known as a minisatellite sequence, consists of four tandem repeats of the five-nucleotide sequence, GGAAG. 


Answer: VNTR or variable-number tandem repeat
C. This type of gene mapping uses X-rays to produce chromosomal fragments that are then incorporated into a foreign genome and assayed for co-retention of markers.  The major advantage to this technique is that is does not require natural polymorphism.


Answer: radiation hybrid mapping or RH
5. Name these Byzantine rulers, for ten points each:

A. This “Paphlagonian” was the second husband of Zoe, and succeeded Romanus III in 1034.


Answer: Michael IV
B. This Cappadocian tasted defeat at the battle of Manzikert and was captured and subsequently blinded and exiled.


Answer: Romanus IV Diogenes (accept Romanus Diogenes)

C. He took the throne in 1081 and ruled for the next 37 years, a reign which saw the First Crusade pass through Constantinople.


Answer: Alexius I Comnenus (prompt on “Alexius” and “Alexias Comnenus”)

6. Name these Walt Whitman works, FTSNOP:

A. For 5 points, The first poem in the first edition of Leaves of Grass was eventually given this title by Whitman. “I celebrate myself” is the 1st line.


Answer: “Song of Myself”

B. For 10 points, This Whitman poem begins, “The bodies of men and women engirth me, and I engirth them,”


Answer: “I Sing the Body Electric”

C. For 15 points, This prose collection was first published in 1882 along with the collection entitled Collect.  It is made up of memoirs and essays from 20 years of Whitman’s life focusing on his work in Civil War hospitals, and his life in rural New Jersey after recovering from a stroke.


Answer: Specimen Days
7. Answer these questions about Czech history in the 20th century, for ten points each:

A. What man was elected the first president of Czechoslovakia in 1918, and held the position for the next 17 years?

Answer: Thomas Masaryk
B. What man served as the first foreign minister of the country and succeeded Thomas Masaryk as president in 1935.


Answer: Eduard Benes
C. What alliance began in 1920 when Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia made a treaty, and would add Romania the following year?


Answer: the Little Entente
8. This longtime editor of the Revista de Occidente wrote Man and Crisis and History as a System.  for ten points each:

A. Name this philosopher.


Answer: Jose Ortega y Gasset
B. Ortega y Gasset’s most famous essay may be this work on contemporary aesthetics, which was first published in 1925 along with “Notes on the Novel.”


Answer: “The Dehumanization of Art”

C. Ortega y Gasset’s most famous book may have been this 1930 work, which looked forward to the Spanish Civil War and argued for the need of Europe to set standards for a world beset by Fascism and Communism.


Answer: The Revolt of the Masses
9. Name these laws or equations from physical chemistry, for ten points each.

A. It defines the transmitted intensity of a sample in terms of the incident intensity, the sample’s molar concentrations, and the sample length.

Answer: Beer’s Law or Beer-Lambert Law

B. It states that for X-rays of a given wavelength, atom in planes separated by a given distance allow reflections at a specific angle of incidence. 

Answer: Bragg equation

C. This law, which works well at long wavelengths, uses the equipartition principle to calculate the average energy of radiation.  Its failure at high frequency gave rise to the ultraviolet catastrophe.

Answer: Rayleigh-Jeans Law

10. Name these Hitchcock films all adapted from novels, FTP each:

A. Alfie used a Patricia Highsmith novel as the basis for this film in which Guy Haines at first misunderstands Bruno Anthony’s proposed murder pact.  The movie includes an appearance by Hitchcock’s daughter, Patricia.


Answer: Strangers on a Train
B. Hitchcock used a Leon Uris novel about the titular French spy who passes NATO secrets to the Russians as the basis for this 1969 film.


Answer: Topaz
C. Laurence Olivier was upset that Joan Fontaine got the lead role over his then girlfriend Vivien Leigh; so he apparently tormented Fontaine on the set of this 1940 Best Picture winner based on a Daphne Du Maurier novel.


Answer: Rebecca
11. Answer these questions about the common occurrence of characters named Antonio in Shakespeare, FTSNOP:

A. For 10 points, Antonio is the brother of Leonato in which play?

Answer: Much Ado about Nothing
B. For 10 points, Which play is the only one in which Antonio is the name of the title character?

Answer: The Merchant of Venice
C. For 5 points for two and 10 for all three, Not counting Much Ado about Nothing and The Merchant of Venice, because they’re answers to the first two parts, a character named Antonio appears in three other plays.  Name them.

Answer: Twelfth Night; The Tempest; Two Gentlemen of Verona
12. Name these French explorers of North America, for ten points each:

A. He founded Biloxi, Mississippi and Mobile, Alabama as well as Fort Rosalie in what is now Natchez, Mississippi.  In 1716, he became governor of the Louisiana colony and laid out the city of New Orleans two years later.


Answer: Jean Baptiste Le Moyne, Sieur de Bienville
B.  He made his first voyage to the Saint Lawrence Valley in 1534, while his second voyage took him to what would become Montreal.


Answer: Jacques Cartier
C. He was murdered by his men in 1687, after having claimed the Mississippi Valley for France.


Answer: Rene Robert Cavalier LeSieur de La Salle
13. Name these Venetian painters, for ten points each:

A. He mastered the genre of veduta, or city view painting, with magnificent depictions of the Grand Canal, St. Mark’s, and St. Mark’s Square. He also took this technique to London from 1746 to 1755. By the way, he signed all of his paintings with the initials ACF.


Answer: Canaletto or Giovanni Antonio Canal
B. The nephew and pupil of Canaletto, he started painting in Venice, but his major work was done in depicting buildings in war-damaged Dresden and Warsaw in the mid 18th-century. His masterpiece is the 1740 View of the Tiber with Castel Sant’Angelo.


Answer: Bernardo Bellotto
C. Perhaps the most famous of all Venetian painters is this artist of Sacred and Profane Love and the Venus of Urbino.


Answer: Titian or Tiziano Vecellio
14. Some related physics stuff, FTP each:

A. This Azerbaijani physicist developed a theory of phase transitions, and is also known for his series of textbooks with Lifshitz and his studies of quantum liquids.

Answer: Lev Landau
B. In the Landau theory of phase transitions, one uses an effective version of this thermodynamic quantity, equal to E minus TS.  It is the potential in the canonical ensemble.

Answer: Helmholtz free energy
C. The Landau theory of phase transitions is closely analogous to this phenomenon in quantum field theory, exemplified by the Higgs boson, in which a vacuum state fails to respect an invariance of the theory.

Answer: spontaneous symmetry breaking 

15. Name these British writers who wrote on tumultuous British social events, for ten points each:

A. His title character, Alton Locke, is imprisoned for his role in a Chartist riot and dies on a voyage to America.

Answer: Charles Kingsley
B. His poem “The Masque of Anarchy” was “written on the occasion of Massacre of Manchester,” i.e. Peterloo.

Answer: Percy Bysshe Shelley
C. The first of his two historical novels, Barnaby Rudge, was set during the anti-property, anti-Catholic Gordon Riots of 1780.

Answer: Charles Dickens
16. Name these Confederate generals of the Civil War, for ten points each:

A. He commanded the Confederate Cherokee Mounted Rifles and was the only Native American to become a general.  When he surrendered at Doaksville on June 23, 1865, he was the last Confederate general to do so.


Answer: Stand Watie
B. He was shot by his own troops while returning from a reconnaissance mission at Chancellorsville on May 2, 1863, but not before earning a famous nickname from Barnard Bee at First Bull Run.


Answer: Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson
C. Philip Sheridan sent him running at Cedar Creek, but he is perhaps better known for failing to take Cemetery Hill on the second day at Gettysburg.  After the war, as president of the Southern Historical Society, he led the effort to blame Longstreet for the loss at Gettysburg.


Answer: Jubal Anderson Early
17. Name these councils of the Catholic Church, for ten points each:

A. Held in 787 and attended by delegates of Pope Adrian I, it attempted to resolve the iconoclastic controversy.

Answer: Council of Nicaea 

B. St. Thomas Aquinas died en route to the second council held here in 1274.  It attempted a reunion of the church and provided for the election of popes by a conclave of cardinals.

Answer: Council of Lyons
C. This 15th-century council is best known for ending the Schism by choosing Martin V as pope.

Answer: Council of Constance
18. Among his short stories is “By My Troth, Nerissa!” and his novels include Blue Voyage and the autobiographical Ushant.  For ten points each:

A. Name this 20th-century American writer.

Answer: Conrad Aiken
B. Conrad Aiken’s 1924 edition of this American’s poems brought her to the largest audience she enjoyed since her 1886 death. 

Answer: Emily Dickinson
C. Aiken won the 1929 Pulitzer in Poetry for this volume of verse.

Answer: Selected Poems (do not accept “Collected Poems”)

19. Name these types of statistical estimators, for ten points each:

A. This kind of estimator converges in probability to its parameter.  Put another way, as the amount of data increases, the amount of error decreases.

Answer: consistent estimator

B. Its expected value equals its parameter.  It is this consideration that causes the sample variance to often be calculated by dividing by n-1 with n data points.

Answer: unbiased estimator [dividing by n is a biased estimate]

C. It incorporates a prior distribution and data.  It is named for an English reverend whose theorem of conditional probability is commonly used to consider the Monty Hall paradox.

Answer: Bayes estimator

20. His major works include The Hero of the North, a dramatic trilogy about Siegfried from which Wagner drew his Ring Cycle, and the romance Aslauga’s Knight.  for ten points each:

A. Name this German romantic writer.


Answer: Friedrich Heinrich Karl de La Motte-Fouqué [foo-KWAY]

B. Fouqué is perhaps best known as the author of this short fairy tale about a water sprite who must marry a mortal. E.T.A. Hoffmann and Tchaikovsky wrote operas on the legend, while Ravel wrote a notoriously and intentionally difficult piano piece with this title.


Answer: Undine
C. Fouqué’s romance Aslauga’s Knight was first translated into English by this author of Sartor Resartus.


Answer: Thomas Carlyle
