Geography Monstrosity

Finals Packet by George Stevens
1. This region’s Ibera Wetlands, or Esteros, are the second largest in the world after Brazil’s Pantanal, and its El Palmar National Park lies on its eastern border, between the cities of Colon and Concordia. Francisco Ramirez was elected the first leader of a short-lived republic here in 1820, and another man from this region, Jose de Urquiza, won a victory at the Battle of Caseros which secured his overthrow of Juan Manuel de Rosas. Consisting of the Corrientes, Misiones and Entre Rios provinces, this region also contains the ► Iguazu National Park. For 10 points, name this subtropical region of Argentina between the Parana and Uruguay Rivers which shares its name with a similar feature in Iraq.
ANSWER: La Mesopotamia [or Region Mesopotamica; or Litoral; accept Corrientes Province before “El Palmar”]
2. Homer’s Alcinous ruled the Phaiakians on the island of Scheria, which many modern scholars identify as this island, and its Achilleion Palace was built by Sissi after the death of her son in the Mayerling Affair. This island’s namesake strait is connected to Lake Butrint by the Vivari Channel, and it lies only two nautical miles off the coast of Sarande. Although it was transferred to France in the Treaty of Campo Formio, under Venetian control this island was never captured by the Ottomans, due in large part to the tactics of Johann Mathias von der Schulenburg, and the defenses of the Angelokastro. This island is the namesake of two ► international incidents, one of which involved the murder of an Italian general in 1923, while the other involved the Royal Navy engaging Albanians on three separate occasions in 1946, an early part of the Cold War. The namesake of a prefecture which includes the islands of Mathraki, Othonoi and Paxos, for 10 points, name this second largest of the Greek Ionian Islands.

ANSWER: Corfu [or Kerkyra; or Corcyra]
3. This country’s city of Albreda was once a French enclave, and an attempt to colonize it was made by Jacob Kettler, the Duke of Courland, in the 17th century. In 2008, the president of this nation gave a final ultimatum to homosexuals in his country in a speech at Tallinding, saying that if they stayed, he would cut off their heads. That dictator, Yahya Jammeh, has ruled this nation since 1994, and its capital was once named after the man who succeeded George Canning in his first term as Foreign Secretary, Henry Bathurst. This country’s namesake river flows through Niokolo-Koba National Park before entering it at Fatoto, and the river begins in the Fouta Djallon. With largest city at ► Serrekunda, for 10 points, name this phallic-shaped country of Western Africa surrounded by Senegal, whose capital is Banjul.

ANSWER: Republic of The Gambia
4. Friar Inigo Abbad wrote the first history of the people of this island, whose first inhabitants were the Ortoiroid peoples. This island’s Anasco River was the site of the drowning of Diego Salcedo by Urayoan and Agueybana, two local caciques who wanted to prove that the Spaniards were not gods. Milwaukee Deep is the deepest part of its namesake trench, and the El Toro Wilderness is contained within its El Yunque National Forest. His organization of the Grito de Lares and years spent fighting for its independence resulted in Ramon Betances gaining the title “Father” of this place, and it was industrialized by Operation Bootstrap following World War Two. The subject of the Jones and ► Foraker acts, this territory’s island of Vieques was once used as a bombing range. With cities like Mayaguez and Arecibo, for 10 points, name this Caribbean island territory of the United States east of Hispaniola whose capital is San Juan.

ANSWER: Commonwealth of Puerto Rico [or Boriken]
5. Against the wishes of Ernest Bevin, it was agreed that this feature would not pass through the towns of Sagan and Lauban along the Kwisa and Bober rivers, and it was also unsuccessfully proposed that this feature should be moved westward to include the city of Bautzen, the center of the Sorbs. A treaty officially recognizing this feature was agreed upon in the cities of Zgorzelec and Gorlitz, and it was referred to as “political dynamite” by Harry Hopkins. Two towns named Gubin, one spelled with an “e”, the other with an “i”, are located on opposite sides of this feature, and the Battle of Seelow Heights is usually incorporated into a larger offensive which shares its name with this. Upon the agreement on this feature, one nation received Stettin and ► Gdansk, but Konigsberg was given to their eastern neighbor. Finally agreed upon at the Potsdam Conference, for 10 points, name this line which forms the border between Poland and Germany, named after a major river and its tributary.
ANSWER: Oder-Neisse Line [accept Germany/Poland border or equivalents until “treaty” is read]
6. Operation Cherry Blossom took place in this island’s Empress Augusta Bay, and this island was one of the main objectives of Operation Cartwheel. A secessionist movement here protested the copper mines at Panguna, which were operated by a subsidiary company of Rio Tonto, and in putting it down, the government enlisted the help of a mercenary company called Sandline International. The leader of that rebellion, Francis Ona, proclaimed himself the King of Meekamui shortly before his death in 2005. Mount Balbi is the highest point of its Emperor Range, and its namesake province includes the Carteret Islands and Buka. With capital at Arawa, for 10 points, name this island owned by Papua New Guinea, the largest of the Solomons, which is named after a French explorer of the Pacific.
ANSWER: Bougainville Island
7. Endangered species such as the Great Indian Bustard and Siberian Crane can be found in this state’s Keoladeo National Park while its Ranthambore and Sariska parks serve as tiger reserves. The Luni River begins in the Aravalli Range of this state, which also contains its highest peak, Mount Abu, whose Dilwara Temples are a sight of pilgrimage for Jains. This state contains the western half of the Kathiarbar-Gir dry deciduous forest, and its city of its city of Kalibangan along the Ghaggar River was the site of the world’s first ploughed field. Its ruler Rana Sanga was defeated by Babur at the Battle of Khanwa, and that outcome was repeated at the Battle of Haldighati in which one of Akbar’s general’s defeated Pratap Singh, a ruler of this state’s Mewar region. One of the cities in this state contains a palace on Lake Pichola which was prominently featured in Octopussy, and this state’s Amber Fort overlooks a city in which lies a structure representing the crown of Krishna, the Hawa Mahal or “Palace of Winds”. With cities including Udaipur, Jodhpur and the capital ► Jaipur, for 10 points, identify this largest state of India, whose Thar Desert extends into Gujarat and Pakistan.
ANSWER: Rajasthan
8. Jean Clottes claims that the valley of this river’s tributary, the Coa, contains Europe’s largest open air site of Paleolithic art, and its Maria Pia Bridge was built by Gustave Eiffel. A tributary of this river gives its name to the aristocratic family which was accused of attempting to assassinate King Joseph I in the 1750s, and its Pisuerga River tributary flows through Valladolid. The main industry of lands around this river was devastated by the influx of Phylloxera and Powdery mildew in the 19th century, although that industry was helped by the earlier Methuen Treaty. Among the historically important names associated with this river are the aforementioned tributary, the Tavora, and the cities of Braganza and Tordesillas which lie on it. Beginning in the Soria Province, this river flows through the meseta plateau region before flowing through Vila Nova de Gaia and ► another city at its mouth. For 10 points, name this Iberian river which begins in Spain and reaches the Atlantic at Porto.
ANSWER: Douro River [or Durius]
9. Dendrosenecio adnivalis as well as erici-rosenii can be found in this range’s Bigo Bog, and its namesake national park lies in the Bundibugyo, Kabarole and Kasese districts. Luigi Amedeo, the Duke of Abruzzi, led a 1906 expedition to this mountain range which scaled 16 of its peaks, one of which now bears his name, and the Mitumba and Virunga Mountains are adjacent to this range. The Bujuku Valley is created by this mountain range’s three highest peaks, which include Baker, Speke and Stanley. A section of the Great Rift Valley, for 20 points, name this African mountain range on the border of Uganda and DRC.
ANSWER: Ruwenzori Mountains
10. The Chalcalburnus tarichi or Pearl Mullet are the only fish known to inhabit this body of water, and its namesake breed of cat is often odd eyed. The Ktuts monastery once stood on its Carpanak Island, and the Cathedral of the Holy Cross was built by King Gagik I Artsruni on its Akdamar Island. The city of Tushpa, which served as the capital of Urartu, lies on the banks of this body of water, and the Ahlatshahs had their namesake capital on its shores. This lake has no outlet to the sea because of the eruption of Mount Nemrut, and its northern edge is dominated by Mount Suphan. With Urmia and Sevan, this lake once formed one of the “three seas of Armenia”. For 20 points, name this endorheic saline body of water, the largest lake in Turkey.

ANSWER: Lake Van [or Behra Wane]
11. John Gabriel Stedman wrote an account of his five year experience in this place, and a massacre occurred in this nation at the village of Moiwana in 1986 between the Junglecommandos of Ronnie Brunswick and the forces of Desi Bouterse. The Aluku and Kwinti peoples of this nation speak dialects of the creole language Ndyuka, and the Tumuk Humak Mountains stretch across its southeast. Francis Willoughby was the first European to establish a colony here, although its capture by Abraham Crijnssen resulted in it being transferred to another nation through the Treaty of Breda. The river which forms most of this nation’s western border begins in the Acarai Mountains and creates King George VI Falls, while the Litani is a tributary of the river which forms its eastern border. Nestled between the Courantyne River on the west and the Maroni on the east, this nation’s center is defined by its largest lake, the Brokopondo Reservoir or Professor ► van Blommestein Meer. Inhabited mainly by the descendants of South Asians and Maroons, for 10 points, identify this South American nation, a former colony of the Netherlands located between Guyana and French Guiana, with capital at Paramaraibo.
ANSWER: Republic of Suriname
12. The original site of this town, Djoboro, has been subject to excavations by Susan and Roderick McIntosh. Al-Sadi’s History of the Sudan claims that this city withstood ninety-nine sieges without falling to the attackers, although it did fall to Umar Tal centuries later. A replica of one of this site’s buildings has been erected in the birthplace of Abbe Sieyes, Frejus, and in the late 19th century, the Toucouleur Empire which controlled this city was toppled by French forces under Louis Archinard. The first mosque at this site was supposedly built by Sultan Kunburu who tore town his own palace to build it, but that structure was replaced by Seku Amadu, a leader of the Fulani. Today a part of the Mopti Region, this city becomes an island when the nearby Bani River floods, and its Great Mosque is the largest mud structure in the world. Located in the Inland Delta of the Niger River, for 15 points, name this ancient city of Mali, which is not to be confused with supernatural beings which dwell in lamps and grant three wishes.
ANSWER: Djenne [or Dienne; or Jenne]

13. This province’s Shehy Mountains contain a monastery built by Saint Finbarr near Gougane Barra, and its Galtee Mountains border pastureland known as the Golden Vale. This region’s island of Haulbowline is now the headquarters of its navy, and at one time, this consisted of the kingdoms of Ormond and Desmond. The English Pale included most of this region, with the exception of lands owned by the Mac Carthy Mor and O’Brien clans, the latter of which had its capital at Ennis and was known as the Kingdom of Thomond. This region’s Dingle Peninsula is the westernmost point in its nation, and the cities of Tralee and Killarney lie in its County Kerry. The River Lee flows through this region’s capital, which has the largest natural harbor in Europe, and the River Shannon flows through its city of ► Limerick. With capital at Cork, for 10 points, name this southernmost province of Ireland, which is one of the island’s four historical regions along with Leinster, Connacht and Ulster.

ANSWER: Munster [or An Mhumhain; or Cuige Mumhan]
14. A natural southern boundary of this formation is formed by Lake Minto and the Melezes or Larch River, and its largest village is Kuujjuaq. Smith Island forms the northern boundary of Mosquito Bay on the west of this formation, and Digges Islands lie off its Cape Wolstenholme, the northernmost point of this peninsula. Akpatok Island lies in its namesake bay, and the islands of Nottingham, Salsibury and Mansel lie just offshore of it. The Hudson Strait separates this from Baffin Island, while to its west lies Hudson Bay, for 20 points, name this peninsula of northern Quebec.
ANSWER: Ungava Peninsula
15. The Duncan Passage separates this archipelago’s main islands, while the Ten Degree Channel separates it from another archipelago. Until his death in 1729, Kanhoji Angre was undefeated in his fight against British and Portuguese merchants from a base on one of these islands, and explorer Niccolo de Conti called these the Islands of Gold. Ross Island served as the administrative center of this archipelago until a 1941 earthquake when it was moved to Port Blair. During World War Two, this archipelago was the raising of the first flag of independence for one nation, as the Japanese allowed Subash Chandra Bose to govern it. For 15 points, name this archipelago between its namesake sea and the Bay of Bengal which forms a Union Territory of India with the Nicobar Islands.

ANSWER: Andaman Islands
16. The Stavelot Triptych is a fine example of Mosan art produced here in the Middle Ages, and on the advice of Louis de Geer, many of its people moved to Sweden during the 17th century. Baldwin, the first emperor of the Latin Empire in Constantinople, and Edward III’s wife Philippa were from a part of this region called Hainault. Renardism was a chief principle of the independence movement in this region, which had strong support in its largest city of Charleroi. In Industrial Revolution, Jean-Pierre Rioux writes that this region was the world’s second industrial power, with its backbone along the Sambre and Meuse rivers stretching from Mons to Liege. With capital at Namur, for 15 points, name this French-speaking region of Belgium, as opposed to the Dutch-speaking Flanders.
ANSWER: Wallonia [prompt on “Belgium” or Low “Countries” until Renardism]
17. The Mizmar, a dance which involves whirling bamboo poles to drums, is native to this region, and Juris Zarins believes this region may have been the site of the dried up Pishon River, as well as Havilah. The Mahd adh Dhahab, or Cradle of Gold, was the main source of income in this region for centuries, and the city of Yanbu is one of its chief ports. The Chaldeans maintained a summer capital at its city of Tayma, and because of its location in the Sarawat Mountains, its city of Ta’if serves as the summer capital of its nation’s government. The Ottomans built a railroad to this region from Damascus, although it was destroyed by Hussein bin Ali, who was himself replaced by a man who united this province with Al-Hasa, Qatif and Nejd. Although its largest city is Jeddah, it is more notable for a city which is home to the ► Well of Zamzam and the Kaaba. For 10 points, name this region of Saudi Arabia lying on the Red Sea which includes Mecca and Medina.
ANSWER: al-Hejaz [or Hedjaz]
18. Cape Cosiguina borders the entrance to this body of water, on whose shore the volcano Conchagua rises. Puerto Morazan lies on this body of water at the mouth of the Estero Real River, and other tributaries of this include the Negro, Goascoran and Choluteca rivers. Meanguera Island, part of the La Union department, lies in this body of water, and the city of Amapala lies on its Tiger Island. Although it is not Lake Nicaragua, E. G. Squier negotiated an 1849 treaty for the US to build a canal through this body of water which never came to fruition. For 20 points, name this inlet of the Pacific Ocean bordered by Nicaragua, Honduras and El Salvador.
ANSWER: Gulf of Fonseca [or Golfo de Fonseca]
19. This city was the site of a 1650 uprising over rising bread prices, after which many of the insurgents were exiled to Terek, and the Norse sagas claim that this city was the capital of Gardariki. One painting depicts a legendary figure from this city surrounded by mermaids and fish, Ilya Repin’s Sadko in the Underwater Kingdom. During the Time of Troubles, Jacob De la Gardie captured this city, although it was returned in the Treaty of Stolbovo, and this city’s Saint Olaf’s Church was built to commemorate Scandinavian monarchs who took refuge there. This city’s Kremlin is known as the Detinets, and it was ruled by a mayor called the Posadnik and a legislature known as the Veche during its time as a ► republic. This city’s Yuriev Monastery and Saint Sophia Cathedral were built by Yaroslav the Wise, and its ruler Oleg, the son of Rurik, moved his capital from this city after capturing Kiev. Lying near where Lake Ilmen empties into the Volkhov River, for 10 points, name this important historic city of Russia, not to be confused with the nation’s current fourth largest city, Nizhny Novgorod.

ANSWER: Veliky Novgorod [accept Novgorod until “Nizhny” is read]
20. Residents of this place include one who journeyed here in the nineteenth century, and Martin, who disappears with a bunch of signed bank notes. One resident of this place refuses to eat anything but grass and must be buried by a retired military officer that resides here near the end of one story set here. This place experiences a rain of flowers after the death of one of its inhabitants, and Don Crespi arrives to teach the inhabitants of this place how to view a cinema. More well-known residents of this town include one that was born with the tail of a pig, one that creates small ► golden fish, and a Gypsy visitor who dies of loneliness, but returns. For ten points, identify this fictional town populated by people like the Buendia family, which is the setting for Leaf Storm and One Hundred Years of Solitude.
ANSWER: Macondo
