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Tossups by Texas A&M

1. Joseph Femia explored the social significance of this phenomenon, which in one aspect can be viewed as the “manufacturing of consent.”  Seen in Weberian terms as the “myth of natural superiority,” in the context of Marxian theory it refers to the ideal representation of ruling class interests as universally desirable.  Perhaps best defined as the means of maintaining social order in capitalist societies, FTP, name this sociology concept most famously associated with Antonio Gramsci. 

Answer: hegemony 
2. The last chapter of this novel, “Relics,” deals with the central family’s attempts to cope with the protagonist’s death.  The author used his boyhood experience in creating the sprawling palace at Donnafugatta, where Tancredi effects his flirtations with the mayor’s daughter, Angelica.  Its title refers to a motif on the coat of arms of the family to which the protagonist belongs.  That protagonist, Don Fabrizio Salina, personifies the old Sicilian aristocracy in, FTP, what novel written by Giuseppe di Lampedusa? 

Answer: The Leopard (or Il Gatto Pardo)

3. It was said to have arrived on a Friday and was ritually smeared with a medicine made from the nail and hair clippings of all the royalty present.  Measuring two feet long, two feet wide, and a foot and a half tall, it was at no time allowed to touch the ground and found in 1920 by road workers.  In 1900 King Premeph I was deported in response to British governor Hodgson’s demand for it.  Said to have descended from heaven into the lap of Osei Tutu, its culture’s founder, FTP, name this golden object, sacred to the Ashanti Kingdom.

Answer: Golden Stool (accept just “stool” after “golden” is mentioned)

4. This disease is diagnosed using the El Escorial criteria. Its familial variety is most commonly associated with a defect in the superoxide dismutase gene and has been found in only 149 patients, with an endemic focus in Guam.  The drug Riluzole has been shown to delay its progression by inhibiting glutamate excitoxicity, but most patients will require a tracheotomy within two to four years as widespread motor and respiratory dysfunction progresses.  15% of sufferers will experience dementia, but cognition is often preserved intact, as in the case of a well-known Lucasian chair.  FTP, name this disease, notable victims of which include Stephen Hawking and Lou Gehrig. 

Answer: Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (Prompt on buzz of “Lou Gehrig’s disease”)

5. While on an artistic tour of Spain he undertook a study of Goya’s Third of May, which inspired his Execution of the Emperor Maximilian.  Later in life, he devoted himself exclusively to plen-air, or open-air, paintings as evinced by such canvases as Young Girl on the Threshold of the Garden at Bellevue and Le Chemin de Fer, or The Railroad. He copied Daumier for the atypical The Fifer but he pioneered his own technique of peinture clare [PEN-toor CLARE] for his last major work, 1882’s Bar at the Folies-Bergère.  FTP, name this Frenchman who also painted Olympia and Luncheon on the Grass. 

Answer: Edouard Manet
6. During its celebration Psalm 24 is read and the tashlikh, the ceremonial throwing of bread crumbs into flowing water, is performed.  Beginning at nightfall on the 29th of Elul, it is the first part of Yamim Noraim and the sweetness and bitterness of life are symbolically acknowledged with the consumption of apples and honey.  FTP, name this Jewish holiday celebrating the New Year. 

Answer: Rosh Hashanah
7. In a series of vignettes in this poem, images of swimmers, wrestlers, firemen, and laborers are presented.  In its third section, the poet celebrates an old farmer, the vigorous, calm, beautiful, and handsome father of five whom anyone would want to touch.  An early version of the poem began “Oh my children! Oh my mates!” and was later replaced with “armies of those I love.”  The third poem in the “Children of Adam” sequence in Leaves of Grass, FTP, name this Walt Whitman work that celebrates the corporeal human form. 

Answer: “I sing the body electric”
8. This family’s name translates as “Wisteria Arbour” in commemoration of the place where it and its imperial ally conspired to oust their common rival.  It was empowered by the establishment of the office of kampaku, or chancellor, and weakened when “cloistered rule” was instituted following the 1027 ascension of Go-Sanjo after the death of its greatest ally, Michinaga.  Eventually usurped by the Taira, FTP, name this medieval clan of Japan whose power coincided with the Minamoto emperors. 

Answer: Fujiwara Clan

9. One explanation for the structure of this type of astronomical object is the Lin-Shu Hypothesis in which quasi-stationary density waves are posited to differentiate it from a similar type.  They are located on the upper branch of the Hubble tuning fork diagram, and four examples of them are found in the Coma Berenices, while three can be found in the Virgo cluster.  Thought to contain a super massive black hole at their center, their interiors are populated by older Population I stars, while expanses are populated by population II stars such as our sun.  FTP, name these types of galaxies, one example of which is the Milky Way. 

Answer: spiral galaxy 

10. Its authors descended from three lordly lineages, one of which was the Greathouses, of whom we know the least.  The fourth part of this text features a trial in the House of Bats, in which one of the heroes is decapitated.  It was first recorded in the 16th-century, while being recited by an unknown native songster.  Its authors wanted to use its Oher Tzih, or “Ancient Word,” as a teaching tool, leading to an alternate title of Book of the Council.  Including such memorable sites as Xibalba and such characters as the Hero Twins, FTP, name this sacred account of the Quiche [KEE-chay] people, which has served as the primary source of Mayan myth.

Answer: Popol Vuh [POH-pol VOO]

11. The lyrics to this song, which was used in the movie Babe: Pig in the City, were written by Salvatore Cammarano and it was first sung publicly in 1853.  The scene in which appears is set at the base of the mountains of Biscaglia and it immediately precedes the aria “Stide la vampa.”  The piece begins by noting the dark and gloomy night and during its most famous section the group sings, “Chi del gitano i giorni abbella?” – loosely translated as “who makes the gypsy’s day bright?”  FTP, name this famous Verdi chorus from Il Trovatore, which employs a forging tool as an instrument. 

Answer: Anvil Chorus or “Vedi! le fosche notturne spogli”

12. His first real friend is Redfearn’s Tom, but in a fit of rage this character kills Tom after Tom rapes Hedda.  He is called the Grand Tutor of the Revised New Syllabus, and when he is rescued as a baby from the West Campus Automatic Computer’s belly by George, the only thing on his person is a card that reads “Pass All, Fail All.”  He then goes to live with Max Spielman, who raises him as one of this book’s titular animals.  FTP, name this product of computerized eugenics, the title character of a novel by John Barth.

Answer: Giles Goat-boy 

13. One of its leaders rose to power following the removal of Celophon.  After two aborted attempts to overthrow it, its members were exiled to Eleusis in the wake of defeat on the hill of Munychia by Thrasybulus.  During its rule, it limited the number of citizens allowed to carry weapons or receive a jury trial and hundreds were ordered to drink hemlock by the leader Critias.  Established in the wake of the Athenian defeat at Aegospotomai, FTP, name this harsh Athenian oligarchy composed of Tharamenes, Critias, and twenty-eight associates. 

Answer: Thirty Tyrants
14. Using a cathode to generate electrons, which are then shot through a tube containing the gas being studied, its namesakes were able to cause inelastic collisions. They deduced that energy transfer only occurs in constant intervals that correspond to a critical potential of 4.9 volts in the case of mercury. As a result Bohr’s hypothesis that atomic energy levels were quantized was confirmed.  FTP, name this 1914 physics experiment conducted by two men who would win the 1925 Nobel in Physics as a result.

Answer: Franck-Hertz Experiment 

15. During his college career he earned the nickname “Fresh Prince of Hawk Hill.”  He made a big splash his first year, winning the National Freshmen of the Year Award and teaming up with scoring wizard Melvin O’Connor to take number one seed Stanford to overtime in the second round of the NCAAs in 2001.  The highest ever drafted player produced by Phil Martelli’s program, he was picked ahead of teammate Delonte West in this year’s draft.  FTP, name this diminutive point guard who led Saint Joseph’s University to a perfect regular season this past season.


Answer: Jameer Nelson
16.  Rudolf Carnap espoused an alternative to it known as the adjudication criterion, which is by definition not applicable to tautologies. In Language, Truth, and Logic, AJ Ayer suggested that any metaphysical statement is meaningless because it is not subject to this principle, for which he distinguished between the strong and weak versions. Finally shown to be supplanted by a new principle in the Logic of Scientific Discovery, FTP, name this doctrine espoused by Logical Positivists and eclipsed by Karl Popper’s formulation of falsifiability. 

Answer: verification principle or verifiability
17. One of this novel’s characters writes 1500 publishable words an hour by “getting in touch” with his “subconscious.”  It begins with the protagonist’s train journey to the titular abode, where we learn of his plan to write a novel on love and art and where he has an affair with Anne, whose uncle owns said abode.  That uncle is writing a memorable “History of” of his estate and hosts such bizarre guests as Mr. Barbecue-Smith.  Of course that uncle, Henry Wimbush, seems equally strange to this novel’s protagonist, Denis Stone.  FTP, name this satire of Victorian living, a colorfully-titled work by Aldous Huxley.


Answer: Crome Yellow
18. Sociologist Robert Michaels first noted the concept of goal-displacement during a study of this organization.  Members who are younger than 35 are organized in Jusos.  Considering itself to have been founded in 1863, in 1932 it campaigned against Thälmann, Papen, and Hitler, but was suppressed in 1933.  It re-arose in 1946 under the leadership of Kurt Schumacher and took the chancellorship under Willy Brandt.  FTP, name this European Political Party, whose members include Gerhard Schröder, the current German Chancellor. 

Answer: German Social Democrats or SPD or Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands

19. Schauder’s Theorem predicts the existence of a fixed point for a compact operator over a bounded, closed, convex, non-empty subset of this type of space.  By definition, this construct is closed under vector addition and scalar multiplication, and every Cauchy sequence in it is convergent.  One example of this topology is the Hilbert space on which an inner product gives its norm.  FTP, name this complete normed vector space central to functional analysis and named for a Polish mathematician. 

Answer: Banach Space

20. It begins and ends with music and ballroom dancing.  This play is frequently interrupted by calls from a hospital where one of its title characters’ drunken father is being treated for his amputated leg.  It is set in George’s Park Tearoom in Port Elizabeth, and its three main characters are a waiter, a kitchen helper, and the tearoom’s white owner.  The climax occurs when the owner Hally spits in Sam the waiter’s face, but Sam reacts in a dignified manner, shaming Hally into leaving the room.  FTP, name this play about race relations in South Africa by Athol Fugard.

Answer: Master Harold and the Boys
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Bonuses by Texas A&M

1. Sometimes quizbowlers claim they are retiring only to come back and play again.  Name these European monarchs whose example fake retirees might look up to, FTP each: 

A. This son of Alberich III retired from the papacy in 1045 to get married.  A little over a year later he decided he wanted the job back and got it with the help of Holy Roman Emperor Henry III. 

Answer: Benedict IX
B. In 1724 this Spanish monarch abdicated in favor of his son Louis.  He came back within a year after his son died of smallpox. 

Answer: Philip V
C. Of course the biggest tease of them all was this Frenchman.  He originally abdicated in 1814 only to come back for an infamous hundred days that culminated at Waterloo. 

Answer: Napoleon Bonaparte

2. Name these things about a type of algorithm, FTP each: 

A. This type of algorithm is one that always takes the best immediate, or local, solution, perhaps non-optimal, while finding an answer.  Dijkstra’s algorithm is an example. 

Answer: Greedy Algorithm 

B. Dijkstra’s algorithm is a greedy solution to this problem where the programmer aims to find the closest traversal across a graph between any two vertices. 

Answer: shortest path problem (accept: All Pairs SP OR Single Pair SP or single-source SP) 

C. Another example of a greedy algorithm is this form of encoding in which characters are placed in a tree based on frequency.  The more frequently occurring character, the closer to the root it is placed. 

Answer: Huffman Encoding

3. Name these things about an American play, FTP each:

A. This Lillian Hellman drama centers on the schemes of Regina, Ben, and Oscar Hubbard who attempt to form a partnership with Mr. Marshall to bring Northern Cotton factories to the South.  

Answer: The Little Foxes
B. Perhaps the most devious member of the Hubbard family is Regina who murders this man, her own husband, by refusing to fetch his medicine when he argues against her involvement in the cotton investment.  

Answer: Horace Giddens (accept either name)

C. This prequel to The Little Foxes depicts the Hubbard family 20 years prior to the action of The Little Foxes. 

Answer: Another Part of the Forest
4. Name these figures involved with the Mesopotamian Tablets of Destiny, FTP each:

A. The supreme Sumero-Babylonian god, he was the original owner of the tablets and therefore master of the universe.

Answer: Ellil or Enlil
B. The consort of Tiamat prior to Kingu, he was Enlil’s valet and stealer of the tablets.  Ninurta later killed him for his treachery. 

Answer: Apsu or Anzu or Zu
C. After defeating Tiamat he fastened the Tablets to his chest and created the world. 

Answer:  Bel-Marduk

5. Given works, name the anthropologist, FTP each: 

A. Delight Makers, in which the author, an authority on the ancient Pueblos, explores the Koshare. 

Answer: Adolph Bandelier 
B. Interpretation of Cultures, in which the author explores the Balinese cockfight as a cultural mirror. 

Answer: Clifford Geertz
C. Tristes Tropiques, in which the authors recalls experiences among including the Caduveo, Bororo, and Nambikwara tribes of the Brazilian interior.
Answer: Claude Levi-Strauss
6. Name these things about the Irish Republican Army, FTP each: 

A. From 1919-21, the IRA was under this man’s leadership and began using guerilla tactics against the British.  He was forced into duty because both Eamon De Valera and Arthur Griffith were in prison.         

Answer: Michael Collins
B. In retaliation for an IRA attack this British auxiliary police force attacked spectators at a Gaelic football match on a day that became known as “Bloody Sunday.” 

Answer: Black and Tans

C. Following the end of the Irish War of Independence in 1921, the IRA split into two factions.  This faction under de Valera eventually capitulated to Collins in 1923. 

Answer: Irregulars
7. Name these terms from gene transcription, FTP each:

A. This is the term for the permanent inactivation of genes from either maternal or paternal DNA.  It occurs shortly after fertilization by the addition of a certain functional group.

Answer: genomic imprinting
B. This is the functional group added to maternal or paternal DNA to cause genomic imprinting.  Its formula is simply CH3

Answer: methyl
C. This “happy puppet syndrome” is caused by abnormal imprinting onto chromosome 15.  It is only expressed when inherited from the mother. 

Answer: Angelman syndrome
8. Name these novels by Ivan Turgenev, FTP each: 

A. Turgenev used the character Potugin as his mouthpiece in this novel, which centers on Grigory Litvinov. 

Answer: Smoke or Dym 

B. Turgenev’s most famous work, it centers on the nihilist Bazarov. 

Answer: Fathers and Sons or Ottsy i deti 

C. This novel’s intellectual title character, who is based on Mikhail Bakunin, is disappointed by the heroine Natalya. 

Answer: Rudin 
9. Name the following sculptures that depict a pair of mythological figures, FTP each: 

A. Currently in the Louvre, this marble Antonio Canova work depicts a mortal revived by the kiss of the god of love. 

Answer: Pysche and Cupid (accept reversal of names) OR Psyche Revived by Cupid's Kiss
B. Currently in the Galleria Borghese, this marble Bernini work depicts the god of the underworld abducting the daughter of Gaea.

Answer: Rape of Proserpina or Pluto and Proserpina
C. This Antonio Pollaiuolo bronze in the Bargello depicts the title figures wrestling. 

Answer: Hercules and Antaeus
10. Name the following forms of Buddhism, FTP each:

A. The major form of Buddhism in Indochina, this division believes in the arhat, or perfected saint, as opposed to the Bodhisattva.  It was one of the two early divisions and was in opposition to the Mahayana school.

Answer: Theravada
B. It began as a cult of the Buddha of Infinite Light, and its members believe that rebirth is guaranteed in Western Paradise for those who invoke Amitabha’s name with sincere devotion.

Answer: Pure Land
C. This school of Japanese Buddhism is named after its founder.  Its followers use the Lotus Sutra.

Answer: Nichiren
11. Name these things relating to short-lived rule and Chinese dynasties, FTP each:

A. This usurper kept the throne away from the Liu family for 14 years in the so called Xin or “new” dynasty until he was overthrown by the Red Eyebrows, resulting in a return of the Han dynasty to power. 

Answer: Wang Mang 

B. Empress Wu Zetian began a 15-year interregnum in this dynasty when she established a new incarnation of the Zhou [JO] Dynasty. 

Answer: T'ang 
C. Some historians view Shi Huang Ti’s 15-year rule of this short-lived dynasty as an interregnum of the original Zhou [JO] Dynasty.

Answer: Ch'in or Qin 

12. Name these reagents from organic chemistry:

A. For 5 points, An organometallic reagent, it is formed by reacting an organic halide with magnesium

Answer: Grignard reagent

B. For 10 points, Also an organometallic reagent, it is formed from the reaction of allkyllithium and curous iodide. 

Answer: Gilman reagent

C. For 5 points, This reagent is used in the silver mirror to help identify ketones and aldehydes

Answer: Tollen’s reagent

D. For 10 points, Many diabetes home tests use this reagent, similar to Fehling’s reagent.  It consists of copper two plus in sodium citrate.

Answer: Benedict’s reagent

13. Name these things about a Chinese author who did not win a Nobel Prize, FTP each: 

A. This author is often considered the founder of modern baihua, or vernacular, Chinese literature.  His works include the short story “The New Year’s Sacrifice” and the story collection Wandering. 

Answer: Lu Xun or Lu Hsün (or Chou Shu-jen)

B. Lu Xun’s first work, this short story introduced that form to the Chinese.  It is based on a similarly named Nikolai  Gogol story. 

Answer: “Madman's Diary” OR “Diary of a Madman” OR “Diary of a Mad Old Man”

C. Lu’s most famous work, this tale is a repudiation of the old order.  Its title character has become a term characterizing the Chinese penchant to rationalize defeat as a “spiritual victory.”

Answer: “True Story of Ah Q”  [the term is “Ah Qism”]

14. Name these movies featuring Ed Cohn’s favorite actor, Benicio del Toro, FTP each:

A. Benicio played the perpetual mumbler Fred Fenster, the long time criminal partner of Stephen Baldwin’s Michael McManus, in this film.


Answer: Usual Suspects
B. Ed’s favorite Benicio flick is this one in which Benicio plays a high-end car thief who accidentally kidnaps Alicia Silverstone.


Answer: Excess Baggage.

C. Benicio’s unwillingness to give up his uniform number to new teammate Wesley Snipes is one of the reasons he gets knifed to death by Robert De Niro in this film.


Answer: The Fan
15. Name these bodies of water connected to the Baltic Sea, FTP each:

A. The entrance to this arm contains the Åland Islands.  It receives numerous rivers and because of this its salinity is low and maintained for up to five months in the winter.   

Answer: Gulf of Bothnia 
B. Closed in by the islands Hiiumaa and Saaremaa, this gulf receives the Western Dvina.  It shares its name with a national capital that lies on its shores.

Answer: Gulf of Riga
C. Name either of the two straits that connect the Baltic with the North Sea.


Answer: Skaggerak OR Kattegat
16. Name these Supreme Court Cases that invalidated legislative acts, FTP each: 

A. This 1918 case overturned the Keating-Owen Act as an invalid regulation of local labor. 

Answer: Hammer vs. Dagenhart 

B. This 1935 case overturned the National Industrial Recovery Act.  The Court declared that Congress could not delegate its power to the president.

Answer: Schechter Poultry Corp v. U.S. or Sick Chicken Case 

C. This 1936 case invalidated the Agricultural Adjustment Act. 

Answer: Butler vs. U.S.
17. Name these things about a hypothetical concept from physics, FTP each: 

A. In 1931 Dirac showed that the existence of this particle could explain the quantization of electric charge.  None has ever been found and this fact is reflected in Maxwell’s laws. 

Answer: magnetic monopole
B. Magnetic monopoles are predicted to exist by many theories including this cosmological one that predicts that monopole density should be 1011 times that of the critical density of our universe. 

Answer: Big Bang
C. In 2003 scientists announced that appearance of this effect in a ferromagnetic crystal can only be explained by the existence of monopoles. This effect predicts the production of a potential difference across a thin sheet of conducting material whenever a magnetic field is applied. 

Answer: Hall Effect 

18. Answer the following about an English ballad, FTP each: 

A. The subject of what ballad is the lost expedition that should have brought Margaret, maid of Norway, to England?

Answer: “Sir Patrick Spens”

B. The “Ballad of Sir Patrick Spens” was included in what 1775 volume compiled by Thomas Percy? 

Answer: Reliques of Ancient English Poetry 

C. What Coleridge ode, which was originally written as a letter in verse to Sara Hutchinson, recalls the “Ballad of Sir Patrick Spens?” 

Answer: “Dejection: An Ode”

19. Answer these questions about variations in classical music, FTP each:

A. What set of 14 variations by JS Bach is the largest of all Clavier pieces published during the Baroque period?

Answer: Goldberg Variations

B. What 1819 set of variations by Beethoven was composed as a response to the request by the titular music publisher for some variations to raise money for soldiers killed in recent wars?
Answer: Diabelli Variations

C. What compatriot of Bela Bartok composed Variations on an Hungarian Folk Song?

Answer: Zoltan Kodaly

20. Answer the following about a Christian relic, FTP each: 

A. Allegedly found by the mother of Constantine, it was brought back to Constantinople where it was broken up and its pieces miraculously multiplied. 

Answer: True Cross or Jesus's Cross 

B. A relic from the true cross was carried by the Crusaders. It was taken by Saladin at this 1187 battle during the Second Crusade. 

Answer: Battle of Hittin or Horns of Hittin 
C. This artist’s masterpiece, his cycle on the Legend of the True Cross, is located at the Church of San Francesco in Arezzo. 

Answer: Piero della Francesca
