2000 Chicago Open

Tossups by Stanford B

1. The second edition of this author's work, entitled Several Poems Compiled with a Great Variety of Wit, included such lengthy groupings as "The Four Humours" and "The Four Ages of Man."  The prologue to the first edition paid tribute to Du Bartas, while a poem dated July 10, 1666 blesses God for the burning of the author's house.  FTP, name this American poet, whose first collection appeared in London against the author's wishes under the title The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America, and who also wrote some poems to her husband.

Answer: Anne Bradstreet
2. Conceptualized first at Dartmouth and further developed at MIT, this language was based on FORTRAN and ALGOL, but has capabilities found in neither of the two.  It utilizes the quite useful notion of Lambda-expressions, and is typically thought of as the prototypical example of the functional programming paradigm.  FTP, identify this programming language used frequently for work in Artificial Intelligence, invented by John McCarthy.

Answer:  LISP
3. Two years after this country's King Carlos I was assassinated, a rebellion led to Theophilo Braga's provisional government.  Manuel Arriaga was the first elected president, but he was overthrown by General Pimenta de Castro, and a series of short-lived dictatorships was ended by the fascist National Union party, under which, in 1932, Oliveira Salazar became premier.  FTP, identify this country, whose last ruler was Manuel II, who was forced in 1910 to flee Lisbon.

Answer: Portugal
4. This deity was known as Cocijo by the Zapotecs, Chac by the Mayans, and Epcoatl by the Olmecs, meaning "Seashell Serpent." Those who died by lightning, drowning, and special diseases were granted an eternal and blissful life in his paradise. Tezcatlipoca stole his first wife, but he later married Chalchihuitlicue, the goddess of freshwater lakes and streams. In drawings, he is often pictured wearing a blue mask, with water dripping from his hands. FTP, name this Aztec god of rain.

Answer: Tlaloc
5. In the final chapter of this novel, Wilder rides his tricycle across the expressway and the narrator goes out with his wife Babette to watch the spectacular sunsets.  Previously, the narrator had shot Willie Mink in his hotel room on the advice of his friend, Murray Jay Siskind, in revenge for Mink's having slept with his wife in return for Dylar, a drug that does away with the fear of death.  FTP, identify this novel, the story of professor of Hitler studies Jack Gladney, a National Book Award winner by Don DeLillo.

Answer: White Noise
6. Like its sister compound, it contains two 9-amino acid peptides, but it possesses a leucine at the eighth position. The prophylactic syntometrine can be administered instead of this compound in a hospital setting. Along with its sister compound, it was first synthesized in 1953 by Vincent du Vigneaud, who won a Nobel in chemistry for his work. Like vasopressin it is produced in the hypothalamus and secreted by the posterior pituitary. FTP, name this hormone, whose synthetic version can cause uterine contractions and whose natural version causes the secretion of breast milk 

Answer: oxytocin or pitocin
7. When the Russian Revolution broke out, he was the organizer of a Bolshevik group in Baku, and by 1931 he had become first secretary of Georgia's Communist party.  During World War II, he served as vice-president of the State Committee for Defense, having been appointed minister for internal affairs after Nikolay Yezhov, his predecessor, was shot.  FTP, name this longtime leader of the NKVD, who was executed in 1953 after he lost the power struggle following Stalin's death.

Answer: Lavrenti Beria
8. He once used Smores Schnaaps to galvanize his troops, and also believed that he was a Vietnamese prostitute named Ming Li. He plays Wild Wild West with Artimus Clyde Frog, singing “Jiggy wiggy! Scratch! Yo, yo! Bang, bang!” and he sneaks cigarettes into juvenile hall by hiding them in his ass. Other than his recent membership in NAMBLA we know that he loves Cheezy Poofs, his mom is a slut, and he often exclaims “Respect my Authoritah!” FTP, name this “fat ass” character on South Park.


Answer: Eric Cartman
9. He copied the style of his teacher Lorenzo Costa in his St. Francis altarpiece. His mature style is evidenced by The Mystic Marriage of St. Catherine painted in 1526. This artist’s religious depictions of sotto in su, or the sky above, on the ceilings of San Paolo and San Giovanni Evangelista are in his adopted hometown of Parma. However, he is best known for the sensuality of a series of four companion mythological pieces. FTP, name this  Renaissance artist born Antonio Allegri, the painter of The Rape of Ganymede and Jupiter and Io.  


Answer: Correggio (accept early Antonio Allegri)

10. In Act I of this work, Kate takes in her sister Blanche and her two daughters, Nora and Laurie, after the death of Blanche's husband. Jack and Stanley struggle to support the extended family, while Nora dreams of leaving school and joining Broadway. All of this is seen through the eyes of 15-year-old Eugene Jerome. Set in 1937 in a wooden frame house near the coast, this play is the first of an autobiographical trilogy. FTP, name this play that is named for a Jewish community near Coney Island, a work by Neil Simon.

Answer: Brighton Beach Memoirs
11. Philipp Lenard concluded that the involved electrons were identical to those observed in cathode rays. Nu sub knot is the threshold frequency below which it cannot occur. It was actually discovered in 1887 by Heinrich Hertz, though it would be explained later. If a blue light is shined on the negative end of a pair of charged plates, a current flows, as electrons are liberated from the first and attracted to the second.  FTP, identify this phenomenon for which Albert Einstein gave the quantum explanation in 1905.

Answer:  photelectric effect. 

12. It is first mentioned in the Hamburg Church History of Adam of Bremen, but most of what we know about it comes from fourteenth-century texts.  It is said to have included such regions as Hop, named for its lagoons, Wonder Strand, and Flat-Stone Land, though the evidence for it, such as the Dighton Rock and the Kensington Stone, is considered inconclusive.  FTP, identify this region, settled by Thorfinn Karlsefni at the beginning of the eleventh century, after being found and named by Leif Ericsson for the grapes he found there.

Answer: Vinland or Wineland
13. His greatest work derives its nickname from the fact that it is divided into 14 sections, a number which corresponds to the word "Yad" or "Hand."  That work, known as "The Strong Hand" or "Repetition of the Law," built on his earlier Book of the Commandments to offer a complete synthesis of Mosaic regulations.  In his commentary on the Avot, he formulated the "Thirteen Principles of Faith," while his philosophical work reconciled Aristotle with the Bible.  FTP, name this court physician to Saladin, the author of the Guide To The Perplexed, considered the greatest Jewish thinker of the Middle Ages.

Answer: Maimonides or Moses Ben Maimon or Rambam
14. Like Maurice Ravel, this man wrote a work for Paul Wittgenstein, his Piano Concerto No. 4 in B flat. His early works like his Toccata and Sarcasms put him on the national scene, and his popularity grew with character pieces like Visions fugitives. His ballet Stone Flower and seventh and final symphony were both completed shortly before his death, on the same day as Stalin. His film score for Alexander Nevsky was famous as was his Lieutenant Kije Suite. FTP, name this Russian whose best known works are the opera Love for Three Oranges and the orchestral Peter and the Wolf.

Answer:  Sergei Prokofiev  

15. Their titles can be misleading, as "A custom of the Island of Cea" is a defense of suicide, "The story of Spurina" is about Julius Caesar, and "Upon some verses of Virgil" is about sex.  The first of them notes that "men by various ways arrive at the same end," while the last of them, "Of experience," is often considered the best.  FTP, identify this collection of writings in three books, which also includes "Of cannibals" and the "Apology for Raymond Sebond," a work which was first published at Bordeaux in 1580 by Michel de Montaigne.

Answer: the Essays of Montaigne (prompt on “Montaigne” before the end of the question) 

16. He emigrated to the United States with his wife in 1940, having been afraid of the Nazi party ever since the murder of one his professors by a Nazi student in 1933 caused him a nervous breakdown.  Once in the US, while he earned himself a chair at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton and received the National Medal of Science in 1974, he never was entirely normal, dying in 1978 of self-imposed starvation for fear of being poisoned.  He is best known for proving that within any rigidly logical mathematical system there are propositions that cannot be proved on the basis of the axioms within that system. FTP, identify this formulator of the Incompleteness Theorem. 

Answer:  Kurt Godel 

17. He began practicing law in 1800, and six years later he married the sister of Francis Scott Key.  In 1827 he was appointed attorney general of Maryland, and in 1831, attorney general of the United States.  He supported Andrew Jackson's cause against the Bank of the United States, and in 1834 his appointment as Secretary of Treasury was rejected by the Senate.  He was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1835, and became Chief Justice in 1836.  FTP, name this man, most famous for his 1857 opinion in the Dred Scott case.

Answer: Roger Taney
18. Its source is found about 15 miles south of Bielsko-Biala on the northern slopes of the Beksid Mountains.  This river consists of three sections delineated by its main tributaries, the San and Narew Rivers. Another tributary, the Bug [BOOG], links it with the waterways of Belarus, Ukraine, and Russia via the Dneiper-Bug Canal. Connected to the Oder by the Bydgoszcz [BID-gosh] canal, this river generally flows north, and enters the Baltic Sea near the port of Gdansk. FTP, name this 650-mile long river that also flows through Krakow and Warsaw.

Answer: Vistula River

19. This movement’s beginning is believed to be Samuel Bing’s opening of a shop in Hamburg, as the shop’s name gave the movement its name. Among the lesser known names associated with it are the Czech artist Alphonse Mucha and the architect Hector Guimard. Its early practitioners included Henry van de Velde and Victor Horta and the Scottish architect Charles Mackintosh. The best English example of it is the illustrations of Aubrey Beardsley. FTP, name this turn of the 20th century art movement, often associated with the glasswork of Louis Tiffany. 

Answer: Art Nouveau
20. His fighting at Mametz Wood and the Somme Offensive in July of 1916 gained him the Military Cross and the nickname Mad Jack. These war experiences contributed to such works as “On Passing the New Menin Gate” and “The Rear-Guard,” and his two major war collections are Memoirs of an Infantry Officer and its prequel Memoirs of a Fox-Hunting Man. After taking a sniper’s bullet to the chest, he was sent to an Edinburgh hospital where he met and befriended Wilfred Owen, whose work he published after Owen’s death. FTP, identify this poet best known for The Old Huntsman and Counterattack. 

Answer: Siegfried Sassoon 

21. It arose out of the fear of Zangi, the Muslim ruler of Aleppo, and a possible invasion the Sicilian king Robert II. Thus Manuel I requested help from Pope Eugenius III, who would comply after the fall of Edessa to the Turks. Eugenius’ formal crusade bull and the preaching of Bernard of Clairvaux quickly gained the support of Holy Roman Emperor Conrad III and French king Louis VII, who would lead the two participating armies. However, this campaign quickly came to an end after a disastrous defeat in Damascus during the second year. FTP, identify this failed crusade, which took place between 1147 and 1149.


Answer: Second Crusade
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1. Identify these 19th century Supreme Court cases FTP each.

A. This 1824 case involving two steamboat operators reasserted the right of the federal government to regulate interstate trade.

Answer: Gibbons v. Ogden
B. This 1884 case was the only Reconstruction decision in which the Court affirmed federal power to act against obstruction of voting rights, as it upheld the conviction of the named figure and a group of Klansmen who beat a black man from Georgia.

Answer: Ex parte Yarbrough
C.  This 1821 case involved lottery tickets sold in violation of state law, and though Marshall decided for the state, he affirmed that decisions of the state courts were liable to Supreme Court review.

Answer: Cohens v. Virginia
2. Given a Salman Rushdie plotline, identify the novel in which it appears, FTP each.  By the way, none of them are Midnight's Children or The Satanic Verses.

A. In this recent work, Ormus Cama and his lover start a rock-and-roll band.

Answer:  The Ground Beneath Her Feet 

B. A Bombay mob leader raises a boy who ages twice as fast as he should.

Answer:  The Moor's Last Sigh
C. Flapping Eagle tries to commit suicide but finds himself on an island where no one ever dies in this, Rushdie's first novel.

Answer:  Grimus
3. Identify these parts of the nephron, FTP each.

A. The cluster of capillaries used for filtering blood when it first enters the nephron.

Answer: glomerulus
B. This is the protective capsule surrounding the glomerulus.

Answer: Bowman’s capsule or renal corpuscular capsule 

C. This is the name given to the conduit portion of the nephron before it reaches the loop of Henle.


Answer: proximal convoluted tubule
4. Given villains from a Tom Clancy novel, identify the novel FTP each.

A. James Cutter, Ernesto Escobedo

Answer: Clear and Present Danger
B. Sean Miller, Kevin O'Donnell

Answer: Patriot Games
C. John Brightling, Bill Henriksen

Answer: Rainbow Six
5. Identify these people involved in the Cold War, FTP each.

A. A Soviet double agent placed in charge of MI-6 counterespionage in 1945, he fled to Russia in 1963. 

Answer: Kim Philby
B. She gave Richard Nixon the "Tricky Dick" nickname. In return, Nixon's supporters dubbed her the "Pink Lady" in the 1950 California Senate race.

Answer: Helen Douglas (prompt on Helen Gahagan)

C. He put down the Hungarian uprising of 1956 and headed the KGB from 1967 to 1982.

Answer: Yuri Andropov
6. Identify these 18th century English poems FTP each.

A. Written in 1770, this Oliver Goldsmith work portrays rural depopulation.

Answer: The Deserted Village
B. This lengthy poem by Christopher Smart wasn't published until 1939, and is best known for the lines in which the poet considers his cat Jeoffrey.

Answer: Jubilate Agno
C. This blank-verse epic in six books, including "The Sofa" and "The Winter Morning Walk," was published by William Cowper in 1785.

Answer: The Task
7. FTP each, name these bright stars. For each star, you will be given a brief description and its constellation.

A. The second brightest star in the night sky, it is named for Menelaus's helmsman and an ancient Egyptian seaport. It is located in the constellation Carina.

Answer: Canopus 

B. Despite being designated Beta Orionis, it, not Betelgeuse, is the brightest star in the constellation Orion.

Answer: Rigel 

C. This variable double star forms part of the Summer Triangle, and is found in the constellation Aquila.

Answer: Altair 

8. Identify these crappy 20th century Austrian artists FTP each.

A. This guy is actually the only cool artist of the bunch. His works worth looking at include Agony, Pregnant Woman and Death, and a pencil of himself “drawing nude before mirror.”


Answer: Egon Schiele
B. This man is probably best known for his canvas The Tempest, which depicts him ready to get down with Alma Mahler, well not really.


Answer: Oskar Kokoschka
C. This chump is best-known for his overrated 1908 work The Kiss.


Answer: Gustav Klimt
9. Answer these questions about Ravi Shankar for the stated number of points. 

A. For 10 points, Ravi collaborated with Phillip Glass to produce what ensemble work in 1990?

Answer: Passages
B. For 5 points, what instrument does Shankar play?

Answer: Sitar
C. For 15 points, Ravi studied for many years under his illustrious father-in-law, the court musician to the Maharajah of Maikar. Name him.

Answer: Baba Allaudin Khan (prompt on just last name)

10. Answer the following questions about an 1856 expedition in search of the source of the Nile FTP each.

A. The expedition was led by a British army officer and a military officer of the British East India Company.  Name these two men FTP each.

Answers:  Richard Burton and John Hanning Speke
B. Burton and Speke split up after finding Lake Tanganyika.  Speke went on alone to find, FTP, what other body of water, the source of the Nile?

Answer:  Lake Victoria
11. Identify these works by Toni Morrison, FTP each.

A. This Pulitzer Prize winner follows Sethe's life from slavery in Kentucky to freedom in Cincinnati.

Answer: Beloved
B. It deals with the friendship of Nel and the title character, who live in Medallion, Ohio.

Answer: Sula
C. In this novel set in 1976, Morrison goes back in time to the founding of Ruby, an all-black town in Oklahoma.


Answer: Paradise
12. Answer these questions from geometry, FTP each.

A. This is the sum in degrees of the external angles of any polygon.

Answer: 360 degrees

B. This circle passes through the feet of the altitudes of a triangle and through the midpoint of each side.

Answer: Nine-Point circle or Euler circle or Feuerbach circle 

C. This is the ratio of the radius of the nine-point circle to the radius of the circumcircle.

Answer:  1 to 2

13. Given a description of a holiday on the Jewish calendar, name it FTP each.

A. This holiday in the month of Sivan commemorates the giving of the Ten Commandments to the Israelites wandering in the desert.

Answer:  Shavuot
B. It commemorates the triumph of Jews being persecuted in Persia by the evil Haman. The Jews triumphed mainly through the work of Esther.

Answer:  Purim
C. It marks a day of rejoicing in the middle of the counting of the Omer, which otherwise is a period of sadness and mourning.

Answer:  Lag B'Omer
14. Identify the composers of these suites FTP each.

A. Grand Canyon Suite

Answer: Ferde Grofe
B. Lyric Suite of 1928. The numbers ten, representing the composer, and twenty-three, representing his mistress Hanna Fuchs, appear throughout the work.

 
Answer: Alban Berg
C. L’Arlesienne Suite

Answer: George Bizet
15. Identify these people from Roman history, FTP each.

A. He was serving as Roman tribune in 133 BC when, for his sponsorship of agragrian reforms, he was clubbed to death when he attempted to run for re-election.

Answer:  Tiberius Gracchus
B. This Roman general and consul won an important victory over Mithridates.  He came out victorious after a Roman civil war and became dictator in 82 BC.

Answer:  Lucius Sulla
C. When he was captured trying to assassinate Lars Porsena, he stuck his right hand into a fire rather than reveal any secrets, a legend which may derive from his name, which means "left-handed."

Answer:  Caius Marius Scaevola
16. Answer these questions about an American novelist, FTP each.

A. After graduating from the Naval Academy in 1894, he turned to writing, and his first novel, The Celebrity, appeared four years later.  

Answer: Winston Churchill
B. Winston Churchill's next novel was this work about an officer who served under John Paul Jones during the American Revolution.  It sold almost a million copies, and Churchill's next work, The Crisis, portrayed a descendant of its title character.

Answer: Richard Carvel
C. This 1904 novel about the settlers of Kentucky shares its name with the second novel in Cormac McCarthy's Border Trilogy.

Answer: The Crossing
17. Answer the following questions about a certain device FTP each.

A. This device consists of a series of thin metal plates, parallel to each other, separated by small gaps, and enclosed in a container filled with neon or another inert gas. After a voltage drop is applied as a brief pulse between the two plates, one can track the path of subatomic particles.

Answer: spark chamber 

B. The spark chamber has largely replaced this apparatus that used superheated liquid and the resultant product as the detecting medium.


Answer: bubble chamber

C. This American invented the bubble chamber. 


Answer: Donald A. Glaser
18. Answer these questions about a woman from Greek myth, FTP each.

A. When her future husband advised Tyndareus to make all of Helen's suitors swear to defend her marriage, he was so impressed that he convinced this woman's father, Icarius, to marry her off.

Answer: Penelope
B. This son of Penelope sailed off with Athena just before his father returned to Ithaca.

Answer: Telemachus
C. Some legends claimed that Penelope was the mother of this being, though he was generally considered to be the son of Dryope.

Answer: Pan
19. Identify the person associated with each of the following theorems or dilemmas from formal logic, FTP each.

A. His theorem states that the power set of a given set has a greater cardinality than that given set.

Answer: Georg Cantor
B. His paradox asks the following: "Let S be the set of all sets that are not members of themselves. Is S a member of itself?"

Answer: Bertrand Russell 

C. His paradox says, "Let the word 'heterological' be defined to mean a word which does not describe itself' (for example, 'monosyllabic').  Is the word 'heterological' a heterological word?"

Answer: Kurt Grelling
20. OK!  So you've got a great idea for a startup company. Identify these other things you'll need to deal with, thankfully for you none of which is Mike Zarren, FTP each.

A. You need to draw up one of these documents to tell your prospective investors what you're doing, and how you're going to make money.

Answer: Business Plan 

B. This is a wealthy entrepreneur or business executive who will give you $50,000 to $1 million and who will want a seat on the board of directors.

Answer: Angels

C. If you're successful, you'll get a chance to sell your company stock on the open market.  What's the name for this event, sometimes called the last round of venture financing?

Answer: Initial Public Offering

