2000 Chicago Open

Tossups by Princeton (Steve Lawrie, Jeff Hoppes, and Barbara Slote)

1. This novel's protagonist is the author of books on Boito, Richard of St. Victor, and Wordsworth, and is at work on an opera based on Byron's life in Italy.  He has an affair of sorts with Bev Shaw, with whom he works at the Grahamstown Animal Welfare clinic, euthanizing dogs and driving them to the incinerator.  FTP, identify this novel, in which David Lurie is forced to resign from Cape Town University after seducing a student, a work by J. M. Coetzee that won this year's Booker Prize.


Answer: Disgrace
2. Working as a postal clerk in Stanleyville, he was inspired by the writings of Karl Marx and Jean-Paul Sartre. His entry into national politics followed his attendance at Kwame Nkrumah's 1958 All-African Peoples' Conference in Ghana.  Marred by violent clashes with the forces of Joseph Kasavubu and Moise Tshombe, his country's independence left it mired in poverty and without effective government.  FTP, identify this first prime minister of the Congo, murdered by Tshombe's Katangan supporters in 1961.


Answer: Patrice Lumumba
3. It was confirmed to a high degree of precision by the Hungarian physicist Roland Eotvos. In its Einsteinian form, it states that in free fall, general relativity reduces to special relativity, and the effect of gravity is totally abolished.  In its Newtonian form, it asserts that within a windowless laboratory freely falling in a uniform gravitational field, experimenters would be unaware that the laboratory is in a state of nonuniform motion.  FTP, identify this principle, which states that gravitational and inertial forces are of a similar nature and are often indistinguishable.


Answer: equivalence principle

4. As an old man, he named his sons Abijah and Joel his successors, but the people complained that they took bribes. The son of Elkanah and Hannah, he predicted the fall of the house of Eli as a boy.  When he was older, he inspired Israel to a great victory over the Philistines at Ebenezer, and after his death, his ghost was brought forth at the request of a man whom he was always reluctant to support.  FTP, name this judge and prophet, who, against his better judgment, anointed Saul as the first king of Israel.


Answer: Samuel
5. The preface states that "Great times call for great men" and praises this work's "modest, anonymous hero," who unlike Herostrates did not set fire to the temple of Ephesus just to get in the newspapers.  In part 1, "Behind the Lines," the hero is thrown out of a lunatic asylum and administers extreme unction, while parts 3 and 4 describe the "Glorious Licking," in which he goes to the Galician frontier, is in a transport of Russian prisoners, and finally returns to his march company.  FTP, identify this novel, left incomplete when its author died in 1923 of tuberculosis contracted in the Austrian army, a work of Jaroslav Hasek.


Answer: The Good Soldier Schweik or The Good Soldier Svejk and His Fortunes in the World War or (good luck) Osudy dobreho vojaka Svejka za svetove valky
6. In this case, the Supreme Court reversed the stance that it took in Colegrove v. Green, in which it declared the central issue of this case a “political thicket” into which the judiciary would not intrude.  The principle it established was actually first announced in Gray v. Saunders, and the dissent he wrote in this case was the last opinion issued by Frankfurter before his retirement.  FTP, identify this 1962 decision that forced the Tennessee legislature to reapportion itself on the basis of population following the "one-person, one-vote" principle.


Answer: Baker v. Carr
7. They can be made in a number of ways, such as by treating an alkyl halide with sodium or potassium cyanide, or by the dehydration of the corresponding amide with a dehydrating agent such as phosphorus pentoxide.  They are easily hydrolyzed in water, yielding the corresponding carboxylic acid or its salt, and they react with Grignard [grin–yard] reagents to give ketones after hydrolysis.  FTP, what is this class of organic molecules, which all contain a carbon atom triple bonded to a nitrogen atom?


Answer: nitrile 

8. Their name comes from C. S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity.  Composed of Sean Kelly, Justin Cary, Dale Baker, Matt Slocum, and Leigh Nash, their latest eponymous album, which contained such songs as “Easy to Ignore” and “I Can’t Catch You”, was preceded by other albums such as The Fatherless and the Widow, This Beautiful Mess, and Ticket for a Prayer Wheel.  FTP, name this musical group, whose must recently album also contains the songs “There She Goes” and “Kiss Me”.


Answer: Sixpence None the Richer
9. The first act begins at the title character’s room at the Giaretterria Inn. He is seen writing two letters, while his servants are doing nothing in particular. Following a fight, the title character realizes he has run short of money and fires his servants, Pistola and Bardolfo. This opera’s neverending series of tricks finally results in the union of Dr. Caio to Bardolfo and Fenton to Nanetta, though not the title character to Alice, aka Mrs. Ford. FTP, identify this opera modeled on Shakespeare’s Merry Wives of Windsor, a Verdi work about the titular jester.


Answer: Falstaff
10. His first work was published under the name Cleophil, a parody of romance which was subtitled "Love and Duty Reconciled."  The next year he collaborated with John Dryden on translations of Juvenal and penned an introductory poem to the work, “To Mr. Dryden.” After Incognita, he became famous for The Old Bachelor, but The Double-Dealer had less success, and he retired from the stage a decade later.  FTP, identify this English dramatist, whose best known works include Love for Love, The Mourning Bride, and The Way of the World.

Answer: William Congreve
11. His biography tells us that his earliest claim to fame was that he beat his much older brothers in a reading contest.  At the Peace of Wedmore, Guthrun the Dane divided his kingdom with this man, under whom all wealthy citizens were required to become thegns.  He was also a noted patron of the arts, and Gregory the Great's Pastoral Care, Bede's History, and Boethius were among the works he translated into the vernacular.    FTP, name this King of Wessex famous for his victories over the Danes, whose rule ended in 899 and who was nicknamed the "Great."


Answer: Alfred the Great 

12. Attempts to solve the isoperimetric problem along with attempts to find it led to the calculus of variations. Also known as the “curve of fastest descent”, it is the planar curve on which a body subjected only to the force of gravity will slide without friction between two points in the least possible time. First proposed by Galileo, finding this curve turned out to be rather complicated, leading a Swiss mathematician to offer a reward for the first person to find this curve.  Eventually, Jakob and Johann Bernoulli, as well as Leibnitz, Newton, and others, found, FTP, what curve to be a cycloid?


Answer: brachistochrone (prompt on “cycloid” before it is said)

13. He killed all the wild animals on the island of Chios out of love for Merope, the daughter of King Oenopion.  After the king and Dionysus punished him during his sleep for his attack on Merope, he kidnapped one of Hephaestos's workers and went east in search of Helios, but he met up with Artemis, who was tricked into killing him after Apollo sent a huge scorpion to attack him.  FTP, identify this unfortunate figure from Greek myth, a blinded hunter who was placed in the skies as a constellation after his death.


Answer: Orion
14. His first important commission was “The Minute Man” commemorating the Concord fight 100 years earlier.  In the next 50 years, he created a number of sculptures on American themes, such as equestrian statues of Ulysses S. Grant in Philadelphia and George Washington in Paris, as well as three pairs of bronze doors for the Boston Public Library and “Standing Lincoln” in Lincoln, Nebraska.  However, his most famous statue was not standing.  FTP, name this sculptor, also responsible for the seated Lincoln in the Lincoln Memorial.


Answer: Daniel Chester French
15. This man's last collection of poetry began with "Pod of the Milkweed" and included "Auspex" and "Our Doom to Bloom."  "Desert Places" and "Neither Out Far Nor in Deep" are in A Further Range, which had been preceded by his first collection, A Boy’s Will. His second collection, North of Boston, includes "Home Burial" and "The Death of the Hired Man."  FTP, name this American poet, more famous for works such as “Birches” and "Mending Wall."


Answer: Robert Frost
16. The leader of the group that came up with it tried to win the maid Virginia illicitly, a story told by Chaucer in The Physician's Tale.  Its major innovation, prohibition of marriage between patricians and plebeians, was rescinded by Canuleuis five years after it was enacted.  Although the rest of it was traditional, its authors, ten legislators known as the Decemvirs, had already been expelled from office for abusing their positions of power. Posted in the Forum in 450 BC, FTP, identify this legal document often considered the foundation of Roman law.


Answer:  Law of the Twelve Tables or Lex XII Tabularum
17. One hypothesis is that it is a vestige of an ancient organelle that carried out all of the oxygen metabolism in the primitive ancestors of eukaryotic cells.  All of its proteins must be imported, and it is abundant in catalase and urate oxidase, at such high concentrations that it can have a crystalline core.  Within its single membrane, it performs oxidative reactions, like  oxidation of fatty acids, and in plants it is integral to photorespiration.  FTP, identify this organelle, named for the hydrogen and oxygen compound it utilizes for catalysis.

Answer: peroxisome
18. Part Four begins with the honey sacrifice and ends with a lion and a bunch of doves visiting the title character in his cave.  Part Three had included sections on "virtue that makes small" and the "spirit of gravity," while earlier sections include "On the Tarantulas," "On Self-Overcoming," and the Night Song.  FTP, identify this philosophical work, subtitled "A Book for All and None," which features the idea of the eternal recurrence, a work by Nietzsche which is identified with an ancient religious figure.

Answer: Thus Spoke (or Spake) Zarathustra or Also Sprach Zarathustra
19. The last line of this work explains that “the spirit of truth and the spirit of freedom” are the true title objects. Its protagonist mistakenly believes that he has sent The Indian Queen to her destruction because of his desire to carry on a business deal with Vigeland, Sandstad, and Rummel. This play criticizes 19th century orthodoxy, represented by the teacher Rorlund, through the words of the recently returned Johan Tonessen and Lona Hessel. The protagonist had risen to power by blaming Johan for his own sins, but the protagonist, Karsten Bernick, admits all by the end. FTP, name this play by Henrik Ibsen. 


Answer: The Pillars of the Community or The Pillars of Society
20. A thirteen-week strike known as the "Uprising of the Twenty Thousand" tried and failed to produce better working conditions, despite the speeches of such activists as Samuel Gompers.  Among those terrible conditions were the lack of sprinklers and the locked doors that prevented most of the workers trapped inside from escaping when a fire broke out on the eight floor on March 25, 1911.  FTP, name this New York City sweatshop, where 146 women garment workers were killed in one of America's worst industrial disasters.

Answer: Triangle Shirtwaist Company
21. The book is written as the anecdotal memory of the narrator, John Wheelwright.  The title character is possibly the result of a virgin birth.  What is known for sure is that he hit the baseball that killed John’s mother.  From that point on, he saw himself as an instrument of God.  After seeing his own gravestone during a performance of A Christmas Carol, he directs his life toward that date and toward the dreams he sees of his death.  FTP, identify this novel, written by John Irving.

Answer: A Prayer for Owen Meany
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Bonuses by Princeton

1. It seems that all of the major religious figures in Tudor England were named Thomas. Try to separate them FTP each.

A. He was the cardinal and Archbishop of York who failed to obtain Henry VIII's divorce from Pope Clement VII.

Answer:  Thomas Wolsey
B. The first Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury, he made Henry's marriage to Anne Boleyn legal.

Answer:  Thomas Cranmer
C. Replacing Wolsey as Henry's secretary, this man presided over the dissolution of England's monasteries. 

Answer:  Thomas Cromwell
2. Molecular biologists have a number of blotting techniques at their disposal for separating various macromolecules.  FTP each, given a type of molecule, identify the type of blot that can be used on it.

A. Protein

Answer:
Western Blot

B. DNA

Answer:
Southern Blot

C. RNA

Answer:
Northern Blot

3. FTP each, identify these characters from Pride and Prejudice.

A. Mr. Bennet says that his girls “...are all silly and ignorant like other girls" but this girl “has something more of quickness than her sisters.”

Answer: Elizabeth Bennet

B. This third daughter is the most obnoxious. She runs off and gets married to the deceitful Wickham in an embarrassing situation for the family. 

Answer: Lydia Bennet

C. The eldest daughter Jane gets her wish and is happily married to this wealthy man.


Answer: Mr. Bingley
4. Identify these wack rap movies FTP each.

A. This 1988 rap bonanza starred Run-DMC as themselves, a trio of no-nonsense rappers out to get the drug lord who killed their friend. It features cameos by Russell Simmons and the Beastie Boys.


Answer: Tougher than Leather
B. Winslow Lowry hires the bumbling Fat Boyz to take care of his old uncle in hopes that they’ll kill him in this must see movie. 


Answer: Disorderlies
C. Black and Blue are two friends who run a cell phone scam in this movie starring Percy Miller as Black.


Answer: I Got the Hook Up
5. Identify these sources of conflict in "Bleeding Kansas" FTP each.

A. On the night of May 24, 1856, John Brown executed five pro-slavery colonists near this creek, for which the "massacre" was named.

Answer:  Pottawatomie
B. After this Senator delivered his "Crime Against Kansas" speech, he was severely beaten by the nephew of Andrew Butler.

Answer: Charles Sumner
C. This was the two-word name given to the Missourians who crossed into Kansas on election days in order to fraudulently vote in favor of slavery.

Answer: Border Ruffians
6. Identify these postulated subatomic particles from descriptions, FTP each.

A. According to supersymmetry, each boson should have a fermionic supersymmetric partner.  This particle would be such a partner for the photon.

Answer: photino
B. Just as each boson should have a fermionic supersymmetric partner, each fermion should have a bosonic supersymmetric partner.  This particle would be the bosonic partner of the electron.

Answer: selectron
C. These theorized particles would be capable of interacting with ordinary matter only through the gravitational and weak nuclear forces

Answer: WIMPs or Weakly Interacting Massive Particles 

7. Answer these questions about an American writer, FTP each.

A. His early works include the poetry collections The Pot of Earth and Streets in the Moon, while his "public" poems include America Was Promises.

Answer: Archibald MacLeish
B. Archibald MacLeish's most famous short poem may be this 1926 work, which concludes "A poem should not mean / But be."

Answer: Ars Poetica
C. This 1958 verse drama, an adaptation of a book of the Old Testament, won MacLeish his third Pulitzer Prize.

Answer: J. B.
8. Identify these works of Cecil B. DeMille from a brief description, for the stated number of points.

A. For 5 points, this biblical epic starred Charlton Heston in

what was probably his most famous role.

Answer:
The Ten Commandments
B. For 10 points, in this film, The Great Sebastian tries to one-up the trapeze artist Holly in the ring, while pursuing her on the ground.

Answer:
The Greatest Show on Earth
C. For 15 points, in this ancient Roman saga, Demille romanticizes the struggle between the Pagans and the Christians.

Answer:
The Sign of the Cross
9. Identify the following geographic features of Australia FTP each.

A. The vast treeless limestone plain that extends for hundreds of miles along the border between West Australia and South Australia.

 
Answer: Nullarbor Plain

B. The forested triangular peninsula in Queensland that makes up Australia's northernmost point.

Answer: Cape York Peninsula

C. The strait that separates Tasmania from mainland Australia.

Answer: Bass Strait

10. Identify the following about a rebellion in nineteenth-century China FTP each.

A. This name meaning "Heavenly Kingdom" was adopted by the rebels.

Answer:  Taiping
B. He was the Taipings' eccentric leader, who claimed to be the younger brother of Christ.

Answer:  Hong Xiuquan

C. This was the mercenary force led by British General Charles Gordon that helped the Imperial government suppress the Taiping Revolt.

Answer:  Ever-Victorious Army

11. Given a description of a functional group, name it FTP each.

A. -C=N, a carbon double-bonded to a nitrogen

Answer: imino
B. –COH, a carbonyl group with a hydrogen bonded to the carbon

Answer: aldehyde
C. -N3, three nitrogens bonded to a carbon

Answer: azide
12. Given a short plot description, identify the play by Euripedes, FTP each.

A. The title figures of this work are the mothers of the Argive leaders who have been killed while attacking Thebes. The bodies of their sons have been left unburied by the Thebans, and they eventually persuade the Athenians to recover them.

Answer: The Suppliants or The Suppliant Women
B. This play is set at Thebes and concerns the mutual slaughter of the two sons of Oedipus, Eteocles and Polyneices.

Answer: Phoenician Women or Phoinissai
C. When the Greek fleet is becalmed at the title city and is thus unable to convey the expeditionary force against Troy, Agamemnon learns that he must sacrifice his daughter as a means of appeasing the goddess Artemis.  

Answer: Iphigenia at Aulis
13. Given a religious text, identify the religion it belongs to, FTP each.

A. Zend-Avesta
Answer: Zoroastrianism

B. The Puranas
Answer: Hinduism

C. the Adi Granth
Answer: Sikhism

14. Given a symphony by number, name it, FTP each. 

A. Dvorak’s [dvor-zhak] 9th Symphony

Answer:
From the New World
B. Shostakovich’s 7th Symphony

Answer:
Leningrad Symphony

C. Tchaikovsky’s 1st Symphony


Answer:
Winter Dreams 

15. Given a Supreme Court Justice, name the president who appointed him, FTP each.

A. Morrison Waite

Answer: Ulysses S. Grant

B. Warren E. Burger

Answer: Richard Nixon
C. Melville W. Fuller

Answer: Grover Cleveland
16. Identify these math terms starting with c, FTP each.

A. A Hermitian matrix is one that equals its own <blank>.

Answer:
conjugate
B. A definite integral over the entire real line of the product of two functions.

Answer:
convolution
C. The cross product of the del operator with a function.

Answer:
curl
17. Identify the Shakespearean plays from characters, FTP each.

A. Claudio and Hero

Answer: Much Ado About Nothing
B. Posthumus and Iachimo

Answer: Cymbeline
C. Holofernes and Ferdinand

Answer: Love’s Labor’s Lost
18. Jean Piaget postulated that there are 4 major periods in intellectual development.  Name them, for 5 points each, with a 5 point bonus for all correct and an additional 5 points for correct order.

Answer:
sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete-operational, and formal operational
19. Let's see how much you know about the 1859 war between France and Austria for control of Northern Italy, FTP each.

A. This June 4 battle, an Austrian defeat, was fought at close quarters in the vineyards near Milan.


Answer: Magenta
B. Napoleon III agreed to an armistice with the Austrians after this bloody June 24 battle, which culminated in a bayonet charge by the French Imperial Guard.


Answer: Solferino
C. The dreadful carnage at Solferino inspired this native of Switzerland to found the International Red Cross.

Answer: Jean Henri Dunant
20. Given a recent Booker Prize winning book, give the author, FTPE.

A. Oscar and Lucinda
Answer: Peter Carey
B. The Ghost Road
Answer: Pat Barker
C. Amsterdam
Answer: Ian McEwan
