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Tossups by Michigan A (Ezequiel Berdichevsky, Matt Lafer, and Leo Wolpert)

1. Its hegemony was destroyed around the 10th-century by Yodit and the subsequent ascension of the Zagwe dynasty.  The language Ge’ez marks this kingdom’s South Arabian cultural roots, that during the reign of emperors like Kaleb, saw the port city of Adulis and its namesake capital dominate the ivory trade with Sudan. Yet it is most famed for Ezana’s decision to follow Frumentius’ advice and convert to Christianity.  FTP, name this kingdom that warred with Meroe, dominated Ethiopia for six centuries, and is supposedly the resting place for the Ark of the Covenant.

Answer: Aksum or Axum
2. A key symbol in this novel is the great oak chair that sits near the fireplace and becomes the final resting place for three men.  Uncle Venner and a queer daguerreotypist, whose true identity is kept secret until the climax, become the patriarch’s only acquaintances after he returns from his 30-year prison sentence.  The work ultimately reveals that the portrait of the old Colonel hides a niche that contains the disputed Indian deeds, and that Holgrave is a direct descendant of Mathew Maule, whose curse haunted the title location for many years.  FTP, name identify this work that focuses on Hepzibah, Phoebe, and Clifford Pyncheon’s attempts to deal with their sordid past, an 1850 novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne.

Answer: The House of the Seven Gables
3. A precursor to this group of compounds is present in the endosperm of germinating seeds, and moves to the root tip after germinating to stimulate mitosis.  Working by binding to a receptor protein to the plasma membrane of a cell, Zeatin moves into the nucleus and activates several nuclear transcription factors, which produces mass quantities of mRNA.  Derived from adenine, some other functions these compounds are involved in are differentiation root tissue, differentiation of the meristem, leaf formation, and the development of chloroplasts from etioplasts.  FTP, name these plant hormones, which, unlike auxins, cause growth rather than elongation, and take their name from their role in stimulating cell division.

Answer: cytokinins

4. The gray wall that serves as the background for most of this painting bears on it a single black ring in the right hand corner, which seems to match the manacles on the floor.  As four men cover their eyes in the main chamber, three others can be seen climbing stairs through a gateway on the left side of the canvas.  The title figure, whose leg is gripped by an orange clad man sitting on a stone stool beside the centrally located bed, has his left hand raised and his index finger in the air as he reaches for a wooden goblet presumably filled with hemlock.  FTP, name this 1787 depiction of a famed philosopher’s last day by Jacques Louis David.

Answer: The Death of Socrates
5. Pius V revoked this practice, which was frequently invoked by the statement “ab omni culpa et poena.”  Prominent examples include Innocent II’s 40-day one for visiting and contributing to the adornment of the great church at Cluny, and Urban II’s complete granting of one for participation in the First Crusade.  But their most famous transaction involved a commissary for Albert, the archbishop of Mainz, whose preaching at Juterborg in Saxony enraged a famous theologian in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517.  FTP, name these partial remissions of punishment that worked through the sacrament of penance and whose most famous collector, Johann Tetzel, provoked Luther’s posting of the 95 Theses. 

Answer: indulgences
6. Published in response to “Ode: Intimations of Immortality,” it begins by citing the Ballad of Sir Patrick Spens in the prologue and in the first of its eight stanzas. Originally a long verse letter to the author’s beloved, it ends with the speaker unable to sleep as he wishes for the storm within in him to pass, and for the joy he cannot feel to “lift her spirit” and “attune her voice.” The speaker describes how the “fruits and foliage” once seemed his, but were now lost, and compares this to his ebbing poetical powers. Though not stated outright. “the viper thoughts that coil around my mind,” seem to impugn the poet’s growing dependency on opium and his growing despair at losing Sara Hutchinson.  FTP, name this depressing poem by Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 

Answer: “Dejection: An Ode”

7. The largest star in a constellation that includes Sulafat and Sheliak, its apparent magnitude of .03 makes it the fifth brightest star in the sky.  The large dust particles surrounding this star inspired Carl Sagan to place his alien listening post here in his novel Contact, and along with Deneb and Altair, it forms the Summer Triangle.  Also known as Fidis or the Harp Star, its most common name is Arabic for “swooping eagle.” FTP, name this sapphire-colored star that will become the new North Star in 10,000 years, the alpha star of the constellation Lyra.

Answer: Vega
8. Late in his life he argued that the rise of liberalism reestablished a Tory-like social order in his The Man versus the State.  Early contributions to papers such as The Zoist and The Pilot revealed his interest in mesmerism and laissez-faire social policies, which preceded the development of his “law of the persistence of force.”  Other works include The Proper Sphere of Government, The Nature and Reality of Religion and an 1855 Principles of Psychology.  However, his best known works are Social Statics and Synthetic Philosophy.  FTP, name this British philosopher who coined the term “survival of the fittest.”

Answer: Herbert Spencer
9. The most numerous ethnic groups living in this range include the Nenets, a Samoyed people of the Pay-Khoy region; the Komi & Mansi, who speak an Ugric tongue, and the most numerous indigenous group, the Bakshir, a Turkic people.  The great majority of the population, however, are concentrated in cities such as Perm, Ufa, and Yekaterinburg.  It was originally known to Europeans only in mythology and called the Riphean or Hyperborean range.  FTP, name this mountain range that extends to Novaya Zemlaya in the north and is the traditional boundary between European and Asian Russia.

Answer: Ural Mountains

10. It is currently led by Kermit W. Richardson, and Ignatius Donnely’s weekly newspaper The Anti-Monopolist grew out of this organization’s rise.  Originally founded by a government clerk from Minnesota this group was modeled on the Masonic order, but soon expanded and Oliver Hudson Kelley’s agencies soon numbered over 800,000 members.  It was involved in several Supreme Court decisions, including Munn v. Illinois.  FTP, name this agrarian political and social movement also know as the “Patrons of Husbandry.”

Answer: Granger movement (accept early buzz of Patrons of Husbandry)

11. His comedies include An Humorous Day’s Mirth, May Day, and All Fools, while his more serious works include Charles: Duke of Byron and The Blind Beggar of Alexandria.  One of his tragedies features a love triangle between Tamyra, Monsieur, and the title knight who is killed by Montsurry.  That play, Bussy’ D’Ambois, may be less well known poems like “Ovid’s Banquet of Sense.”  He is best-known for completing Marlowe’s Hero and Leander and for translating the Iliad and the Odyssey between 1611 and 1616.  FTP, name this Engish writer whose translations inspired a famous Keats ode.

Answer: George Chapman
12. His namesake points are the midpoints of the line segments that join a triangle’s vertices to its orthocenter.  His namesake squares are arrays composed of Latin Squares.  His namesake characteristic is 0 only for the Klein bottle and the torus.  Along with Lagrange, he names a differential equation involved in the calculus of variations.  In 3-dimensional space, his rotation theorem says that any rotation can be described with the matrix formulation of his namesake angles.  FTP, give this namesake of a formula that relates the vertices, edges and faces of a polyhedron and a constant equal to approximately .577, who also happens to be a Swiss mathematician.


Answer: Leonard Euler
13. D.T. Gilbert has recently published a model of this effect, which was discovered by various social psychologists during the study of behavior assessment.  It is often accompanied by the actor-observer bias in which people give more dispositional explanations for other people’s behavior than their own.  Also known as the “correspondence principle,” FTP, identify the name given to this faulty line of thinking which demonstrates that people have a general tendency to underestimate the situational causes of behavior and stress internal factors.

Answer: the fundamental attribution error (prompt on “F.A.E”)

14. Often accompanied by an “ulooka,” or owl, this deity’s fickle ways are expressed in the vastras or scanty netlike clothing that worshippers dress her image in so that she won’t leave them.  She is linked with various consorts including the demon Bali and the king of the Yakshas, Kubera, but is best known for her association with figures like Vamana and Parasurama.  All myths, however, agree on her birth, wherein she rises from the depths of the milky ocean, while holding a lotus blossom in her hand.  FTP, name this goddess of wisdom and wealth also known as Shri, whose own varied incarnations mirror those of her husband Vishnu.

Answer: Lakshmi
15. A longtime friend of Thomas Jefferson, he directed the crossing of the Yadkin and Dan rivers while serving under Nathanel Greene and later conducted a blockade of Charleston.  He rose to fame in his homeland after the Battle of Dubienka and his manifesto of Polaniec helped to spur on the struggle against Russian invaders in the face of a third partition.  Though he led bayonet charges during the defense of Warsaw, he was eventually captured and jailed by Catherine the Great’s forces. FTP, identify this Polish army officer and statesman, the namesake of Australia’s highest peak.

Answer: Tadeusz Kosciuszko
16. It is written in 60 short sections and features a carpenter who is often read as a figure of balance.  Though helped at times by the kindness of strangers like Mr. Gillespie and Vernon Tull, others take advantage of the central group, such as the drugstore owner who tries to seduce the pregnant daughter.  Another child never speaks, and is revealed to be the product of an illegitimate affair between Whitfield, a preacher, and the matriarch of the family, whose wishes prompt the journey to Jefferson.  The novel ends with Anse marrying an ugly wife and Darl being taken to an insane asylum.  FTP, name this William Faulkner novel about Dewey Dell, Vardaman, Cash, Jewel, and their struggles with the corpse of their mother, Addie Bundren.

Answer: As I Lay Dying
17. The Fermi energy in these materials lies near the middle of the band-gap and moves toward the valence band edge as acceptors such as boron and aluminum are introduced, or moves toward the conduction band edge with the introduction of donors such as phosphorus.  The continuity equation expresses the change in carrier concentration in them as a function of factors such as Auger [OH-zhay] recombination, generation-recombination, diffusion, and drift.  Having a zinc-blend or diamond crystal structure, their atoms are generally bonded to their four nearest neighbors.  Examples include cadmium telluride, indium antimonide and the most well-known non-elemental type, gallium arsenide.  FTP name these materials, including elemental germanium, that have properties of both insulators and conductors.

Answer: semiconductors
18. Section 13 of this work is the only one without a title; though a quote within it from Mendelssohn’s Calm Sea and Prosperous Voyage implies that the person was on a sea voyage.  Section 4 features a door slamming, a tribute to the composer’s friend, William Baker.  Section 5 was inspired by the nervous laughter of Richard Arnold, son of the poet Matthew.  The most famous section was inspired by a nighttime walk with the composer's best friend August Jaeger, and is titled “Nimrod.” The first represents the composer’s wife and the last represents the composer in this series of 14 vignettes. FTP, identify this set of variations for orchestra, written by Edward Elgar and so-named because of their puzzling meaning.

Answer: Enigma Variations
19. It was ended by the forces of Charles II of Navarre at Clermont-en-Beauvaisis, but began following the Battle of Poitiers when the countryside was ransacked by bands of British mercenaries whose actions were ignored by the French nobles.  This oversight, coupled with the Dauphin’s demand that his subjects rebuild the fortifications of their lords, fueled an uprising of Parisians under Etienne Marcel and country-folk under Guillaume Carle who began at Compiegne and spent two moths attacking castles and massacring the nobles.  FTP, name this insurgency that primarily took place in 1358 and whose name comes from a French pejorative for “peasant.”

Answer: Jacquerie
20. The title figure of this work’s alternate name had been imprisoned for 500 years by Kwan Yin, and is controlled by a magical hat that tightens when he does not follow instructions.  Yet he becomes a hero after defeating the three magicians in Cart-Slow kingdom, thus allowing his party, which includes Sha, a monk, and Chu Pa-Chieh, a pig, to defeat the Great King Of Miracles and to ride the turtle to the Blessed Realm.  In this way Tripitaka succeeds in his quest to obtain the three baskets of Mahayana scripture and bring them back to China.  FTP, name this 16th-century novel written by Wu Ch-eng-en that was translated as Monkey by Arthur Waley.   

Answer: Record of a Journey to the West (accept early buzz of Monkey)

21. The collection Two Stories and a Memory is the only other book of this man’s writing, whose masterpiece was championed by Giorgio Bassani and released a few months after the author’s death from cancer.  That work features the Prince of Salina’s experiences during the transfer of power from the Bourbon aristocracy to the new Kingdom of Italy during the Risorgimento. Ultimately, Don Fabrizio’s way of life is swept away and his family crest, that gives the novel its title, becomes obsolete. FTP identify this WWI veteran whose real name was Giuseppe Tomasi, but used his Princely name when writing The Leopard.

Answer: Lampedusa (accept early buzz of Tomasi)

22. According to Cicero his mistress and model, Phyrne, was once charged with impiety, but was acquitted after showing the jury her perfect breasts.  This artist’s love of the nude form found its expression in works like the The Pouring Satyr, while a copy of his Saurocton Apollo, which depicts the God as a lizard killer, can be found in the Louvre and displays the canted hip characteristic of his most famous work.  That masterpiece depicts a meeting between the messenger of the gods and a youthful god of wine.  FTP, name this Attic sculptor of Hermes with the Infant Dionysus.

Answer: Praxiteles
23. Justice Sanford’s decision included a comparison between revolutionary speech and a conflagration-starting spark, while Holmes and Brandeis dissented.  Clarence Darrow represented the petitioner, who had earlier distributed a pamphlet entitled Left Wing Manifesto, which violated a state stature prohibiting “criminal anarchy.”  FTP, name this 1925 Supreme Court case, notable for its declaration that the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment protects freedom of speech from abridgement by the states.

Answer: Gitlow v. New York
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Bonuses by Michigan A (Ezequiel Berdichevsky, Matt Lafer, and Leo Wolpert)

1. Name these things about an American novel:

A. For 10 points, Part of the author’s plan to write one vast book to be called The Legend of Duluoz, this 1957 work is divided into five parts and describes the four trips undertaken by Dean Moriarty and his companions.

Answer: On the Road
B. For 5 points, On the Road was written by this man.

Answer: Jack Kerouac
C. For 15 points, Though On the Road is filled with dysfunctional relationships, by the end of the novel, Sal Paradise, the narrator, actually cares for, and misses, this Mexican migrant worker with whom he lived for some months.

Answer: Terry
2. Identify the following about a famous colonial statesman FTP each:

A. Though forced to resign in 1795 when charges surfaced that he took money from the French in order to buoy support against Great Britain, this man’s stint as Washington’s secretary of state was largely considered a successful one.

Answer: Edmund Randolph
B. Edmund Randolph may be best known for his stint as governor of this state, which also names this influential Plan that he presented to the Constitutional Convention in 1787.

Answer: Virginia
C. A lawyer by trade, Randolph also served as attorney general, but may be best remembered for his role as senior counsel to this former vice-president, who was accused of trying to annex Louisiana.

Answer: Aaron Burr
3. Name these reactions encountered in organic chemistry for 15 points each:

A. Often catalyzed by malate synthase or citrate synthase, it is the formation of a beta-keto ester from two esters, one of which has an alpha hydrogen atom.

Answer: Claisen Condensation

B. Using an oxidation reagent of sulfuric acid or chromic acid in acetone, it is the oxidation of a primary or secondary alcohol to a ketone or an aldehyde.

Answer: Jones oxidation

4. Identify the following about a monstrous family tree in Greek myth FTP each:

A. This daughter of Phorcys and Ceto was a half-woman, half-serpent whose own progeny with Typhon and Orthus included the Sphinx, the Nemean Lion, and the Hydra.

Answer: Echidna
B. According to another myth, Echidna was the offspring of Callirrhoe and this warrior who was born from Medusa when her head was cut off and whose name means “golden sword.”

Answer: Chrysaor
C. Echidna was the mother of this creature, whose conqueror was given the hand of Jocasta in marriage.


Answer: Sphinx
5. Name these things about a philosophical work and its author FTP each:

A. This 1923 work argues for an ethic that does not simply use other people and does not consider them objects of one’s personal experience; its title refers to the purest form of this relation: the dialogue between man and God.

Answer: I and Thou or Ich und Du
B. What German thinker known wrote I and Thou.

Answer: Martin Buber
C. In 1901 Buber joined this author of The Jewish State and founder of political Zionism in editing The World.

Answer: Theodor Herzl
6. Name these novels by Honore de Balzac, FTP each:

A. Young Rastignac lives in a boarding house with the title character, who works himself to death to satisfy his two greedy daughters in this novel.

Answer: Pere Goriot or Old Goriot or Father Goriot
B. In this short story, the title character, an army officer, escapes being buried alive, overcomes amnesia and returns to Paris only to discover that his wife has remarried.

Answer: “Colonel Chabert”

C. After her uncle Victor commits suicide, her house in Saumur seems to welcome her cousin Charles, but when he declares his love for her, the father Felix forbids it and makes her marry Cruchot de Bonfons.

Answer: Eugenie Grandet
7. Identify these things about an ancient people FTP each:

A. Their expansion into Greek territory was checked by Aristodemus at Cumae in 524 BC, but at the height of their power their civilization produced lavish tombs at sites in and around modern Tuscany.

Answer: Etruscans
B. This Etruscan dynasty, which ruled Rome, became the most famous in part because one of its kings—Superbus—was violently expelled from Rome when his son Sextus raped the noblewoman Lucretia.

Answer: Tarquins
C. The eventual subjugation and interpolation of the Etruscans by the Romans may have begun with the successful siege of this city which fought for control of Latium, but was eventually sacked by Marcus Furius Camillus in 396 BC.

Answer: Veii
8. Name these constructs from the theory of computation FTP each:

A. Consisting of a read [REED] head, which can only move from left to right, and a last-in first-out stack, this machine is equivalent to a context-free grammar and one can be built to recognize any context-free language.

Answer: pushdown automaton or automata
B. More powerful than a pushdown automaton, this device consists of a tape of symbols and a head which can both read and write symbols and move either left or right. 

Answer: Turing machine
C. Equivalent to a Turing Machine in computational power, it adds a printer to the Turing Machine construction which prints out lists of strings.

Answer: enumerator

9. Name these works by Francisco de Goya, FTP each:

A. In this work, the largest of his royal portraits, completed in 1800, Goya ridicules the pomposity and vulgarity of the Spanish court.

Answer: Family of Charles IV
B..In this series of 80 etchings in aquatint Goya attacked the political and religious abuses that plagued the Spanish countryside at the turn of the 18th century.

Answer: los caprichos
C. This series of etchings with titles including With Reason or Without and Barbarians actually wasn’t published until 1863 and displayed Goya’s reaction to the horrors of the Napoleonic invasion.

Answer: desastres de la Guerra or disasters of war
10. Name these anthropological things FTP each:

A. Often combined with a hierarchized dance performance, this ceremonial distribution of property and gifts was held to celebrate major life events or as penalties for breaches of societal taboos.

Answer: the potlatch
B. The southern branch of this tribe, which resides on the shores of British Columbia , has provided scholars with the most well known examples of the potlatch.

Answer: Kwakiutl
C. The Kwakiutl were famously studied by this founder of the International Journal of Linguistics and author of the ethnological works Race, Language, and Culture and The Mind of Primitive Man.

Answer: Franz Boas
11.Identify the following about a play FTP each:

A. This 1958 work won the New York Drama Critic’s Circle Award and focuses on an African-American family’s opportunity to move to the suburbs after the grandmother, Lena, receives a ten thousand dollar life insurance policy.

Answer: A Raisin in the Sun
B. A Raisin in the Sun ends with the Younger family moving to Clybourne Street, even though this man tries to buy them off in the hopes of keeping his neighborhood all-white.

Answer: Karl Lindner (accept either name)

C. The play also features a battle for the heart of this woman, Walter Lee’s sister, who is college educated and dreams of becoming a doctor, between Joseph Asagai and George Murchison.

Answer: Beneatha
12. Name these leaders of Israel, FTPE.

A. This first native born Israeli prime minister served in that office from 1974-1977 and again from 1992-1995.

Answer: Yitzhak Rabin

B. In 1949, a special session of the Knesset declared this man the first president of Israel.

Answer: Chaim Weizmann

C. Born with the last name Green in Plonsk, Poland, he helped form the Mapai party and became Israel’s first prime minister.

Answer: David Ben-Gurion
13. Name these classes of minerals, FTP each:

A. They are divided into three classes: calcites, aragonites, and dolomites, and the only hydrous varieties are the copper compounds azurite and malachite. They can be identified using the effervescence test.

Answer: carbonates
B. The most abundant mineral group and the most important to humans, some of its members include jade, emerald, tourmaline, talc, and mica. They are composed mainly of the two most common elements found in the Earth's crust.

Answer: silicates
C. This subclass of the silicates is characterized by a crystal structure of only a single tetrahedron. Its members include garnet, olivine, andalusite, and topaz.

Answer: neosilicates

14. Former Florida State Seminoles played a big role in the Buccaneer’s Super Bowl run.

A. For 5 points, This starting quarterback is the only Florida State alum on the Bucs.

Answer: Brad Johnson

B. For 5 points, This linebacker, the NFL’s defensive player of the year, took a pick to the house during the Super Bowl.

Answer: Derrick Brooks

C. For 10 points, The Super Bowl MVP, this defensive back had two interceptions, but didn’t return either for a touchdown.

Answer: Dexter Jackson

D. For 10 points, After getting an early-game sack, this defensive end quietly picked up three solo tackles during the Super Bowl.

Answer: Greg Spires
15. Name these parts of the Five Pillars of Islam, FTP each:

A. Beginning on the second day of Dhu al-Hijah, all Muslims with sufficient money must make this journey, a pilgrimage to the holy sites of Mecca, such as the Ka'aba, once in their lifetime.

Answer: hajj
B. A tax levied on five different types of property: grain, fruit, livestock, precious metal, and movable goods, it is intended to be given to the poor and volunteers in the jihad. It is distinct from the sadaqah, which is voluntary almsgiving.

Answer: zakat
C. This set of five prayers to be recited at dawn, midday, afternoon, sunset, and evening must be performed every day while facing towards Mecca.

Answer: salat or salah

16. Name these 19th-century English poets, FTP each:

A. This poet’s verse novel Aurora Leigh is less well known than the collection of Sonnets from the Portuguese.


Answer: Elizabeth Barrett Browning
B. Her reputation as England’s first female professional poet was made with poems like “The Landing of the Pilgrim Fathers in New England” and “England’s Dead.”


Answer: Felicia Dorothea Hemans
C. This poet of “Amor Mundi” and “Goblin Market” is less well known than her artist brother.


Answer: Christina Rossetti (prompt on just last name)

17. Name these enzymes that are involved in DNA replication FTP each:

A. This class of enzymes is involved in linking together segments of DNA through the creation of phosphodiester bonds.

Answer: ligase
B. Including reverse transcriptase among its members, this class is better known for its ability to replicate and repair DNA using a single strand as its template. Scientists generally harvest it from E. coli bacteria.

Answer: DNA Polymerase
C. This highly evolved enzyme can untangle knots in the DNA strands by cutting the strands at the point of the tangle, removing the two cut pieces and rejoining them elsewhere.

Answer: gyrase
18. Identify these geographical features of Australia, FTP each:

A. Beginning in the Snowy Mountains, it forms most of the border between Victoria and New South Wales before flowing into the Great Australian Bight near Goolwa.

Answer: Murray River.

B. Consisting of two parts joined by the Goyder Channel, this salty lake is located in the Great Artesian Basin of South Australia and its upper crust has been the site of many world land-speed records.

Answer: Lake Eyre
C. Only 19 meters lower than its neighbor, Mt. Kosciusko, this mountain, also named by Paul Strzelecki (Strez-leck-EE), is Australia's second highest peak.

Answer: Mount Townsend
19. Name these British Edwards, FTP each:

A. This King was presumably murdered, along with his brother, the Duke of York, by their uncle Richard III in 1483. He reigned for about three months.

Answer: Edward V or Edward the Fifth
B. The fourth son of his namesake father and Elanor of Castile, he was supported by the Despensers, but after his defeat at Bannockburn was overthrown by his wife Isabella and murdered in Berkeley Castle.

Answer: Edward II or Edward the Second
C. The eldest son of Emma and Ethelred, this king ascended to the throne in 1042. 

Answer: Edward the Confessor
20. Name these Jacobean dramatist from works FTP each:

A. The Witch of Edmonton; The Broken Heart; The Lady’s Trial; The Lover’s Melancholy; Tis Pity She’s a Whore
Answer: John Ford
B..Satiromastix; Old Fortunatus; Lanthorne and Candle-light; The Wonderfull Yeare; The Shoemaker’s Holiday; and The Honest Whore
Answer: Thomas Dekker
C.The Wisdom of Solomon Paraphrased; A Mad World, My Masters; A Chaste Maid in Cheapside; The Mayor of Quinborough; and Women Beware Women
Answer: Thomas Middleton
