2003 ACF Regionals

Tossups by Indiana (Wesley Matthews)

1. Yasin, the only son from the central characters’s first marriage, seems aloof to the nationalistic Fahmy, who protests his country’s occupation, and Kamal, who accepts it, while rejecting the * religion of his youth to become a writer. The central character never allows Amina to visit anyone but her mother, though he gradually releases his grip on the sisters, Aisha and Khadija. He is forced to watch as his grandchildren become communists and Islamic fundamentalists by the final novel, Sugar Street. FTP, name this set of novels focusing on Al-Sayyid Ahmad, taking place in an African capital, by Naguib Mahfouz.

Answer: The Cairo Trilogy or Al Thulathiyya ( prompt on Palace Walk (al-Qasrayn) before the asterisk)

2. Studies of his historian Ibn Khaldun reveal that his capital was probably Niani, from which he controlled the old salt and gold trading routes leading east. The leader of the small state of Kangaba, he overcame his rival Sumanguru Kante of the Soso at the battle of Kirina and turned his attention to the gold-rich kingdom of Wangara, located in the Futa Djalon plateau. He ruled for 25 years, after which the title of mansa passed to his son Uli.  FTP, name this leader of the Malinke people and first emperor of Mali. 

Answer: Sundiata Keita or Mari Diata

3. They may be classified further by the chemical composition of their somatic or O-antigen determinants. An abundance in the core region of the phosphorylated compounds 2-keto-3-deoxyoctonoate and L-glycero-D-mannoheptose may be used to render the namesake classification in varieties like Pseudomonas and Yersinia.  However, their chief distinguishing feature is the depletion in peptidoglycans observed in their double membranes. FTP, name these bacteria whose cell walls trap safranine, but allow the primary crystal-violet to escape upon addition of acetone, causing them to appear red in the namesake stain.

Answer: Gram Negative bacteria or G-minus bacteria

4. He provided the first physical evidence of the Battle of Sphacteria by discovering old Spartan fortifications on that island. Other important projects were his excavations at Onchomenos and Tyrins, where he would be supported by his assistant Wilhelm Dorpfeld.  Earlier, he had disproved a popular myth that some important ruins lay under a hill at Bunarbashi by securing the support of two landowners from Hissarlik.  FTP, name this German archaeologist who discovered evidence of four previous towns, which he believed to be the ruins of Trojan civilization.

Answer: Heinrich Schliemann
5. One aspect of this deity, Nanahuatl, defeated the coward Teucciztecatl in a contest to become the fifth sun. After assuming his best known incarnation, he used his chief weapon, a serpent of fire called the “xiuhcoatl,” to defeat the Centzonuitznaua and Coyolxauhqui, after springing fully armed from the body of his mother, Coatlicue.  The first shrine to this deity was built on a spot in Lake Texcoco where settlers found a snake being devoured by his primary incarnation, an eagle.  FTP, name this god of war, the sun, and the south, the state deity of rulers in Aztec mythology whose name means “Blue Hummingbird on the left.”

Answer: Huitzilopochtli 

6. The last of its books describes a battle watched by Nature on Arlo’s Hill between god and a character who has overthrown Justice, a collection of nine-line stanzas called the “Mutabilitie Cantos.”  The central character of this work’s first book falls prey to the lady of Sansfoy.  In the second book, a hero searches for her future husband Artegall, who she sees in a mirror.  Another hero has already met the witch Duessa, but he does penance and continues his search for Una.  FTP, name this long allegory-epic beginning with the adventures of the Redcrosse Knight, by Edmund Spencer.

Answer: The Faerie Queene
7. Documents attempting to resolve the dispute surrounding this set of beliefs included the Edict of Basiliscus, the Henoticon of Zeno, and two condemnations of the Three Chapters considered unorthodox by its followers by Pope Vigilius and Justin I.  Its first phase, Eutychism was an offshoot of the teachings of Apollinarius of Antioch.  Essentially a reaction against Nestorianism, it was condemned at the Council of Chalcedon.  FTP, name this 5th and 6th century heresy, the ancestor of the Coptic, Jacobite and Armenian Churches, that worshipped only the divine nature of Christ.

Answer: Monophysite Heresy or Monophysitism
8. Reactions that proceed from two competing mechanisms may not follow this principle. Related to the Maxwell Distribution Law by a factor of the exponential of Avogadro’s Number, the assumption that the collision rate and steric factor will remain constant produces this equation’s namesake pre-exponential factor.  This in turn determines the units of the rate constant. FTP, name this kinetic equation relating the temperature and activation energy of a reaction, named for a Swedish chemist.

Answer: Arrhenius Equation

9. His belief that the ethical spirit attempts to relieve the pain of others only because it sees all pain as its own is the subject of his The Basis of Morality.  He defined frustration as the stubbornness that results when the intellect is displaced by the determination of spirit in a series of Essays of Parerga and Paralipomena.  The root of his belief is the choice that man must make between a boring or painful existence, guided by a variety of the Kantian “thing-in-itself.”  FTP, name this philosopher of pessimism, who expounded his original thesis in The World as Will and Idea.


Answer: Arthur Schopenhauer
10. The most productive part of his career included such projects as a statue of Harriet Ward Beecher he created for Brooklyn, figures of the Apostles for the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, and his best small sculpture, The Mares of Diomedes. He joined the Ku Klux Klan in 1916, but suspended his membership when the Klan refused him creative rights for the memorial at Stone Mountain.  He destroyed his designs, and began a larger project further west. FTP, name this sculptor who died only months before the completion of his Mount Rushmore National Memorial. 

Answer: Gutzon de la Mothe Borglum
11. The title character has an affair with Luke, who disappears in a botched escape attempt.  The epilogue to this novel is delivered by Professor Pieixoto, who discovers the title character’s story on some cassette tapes in Bangor, Maine.  After training at the Rachel and Leah Center is complete, she is assigned to serve Serena Joy, whose husband The Commander allows her to play Scrabble despite a law making reading by females illegal.  Narrated by the title character Offred, FTP, name this dystopian novel set in the Republic of Gilead, and written by Margaret Atwood.

Answer: The Handmaid’s Tale
12. Much of our knowledge of it comes from inscriptions on animal bones and tortoise shells.  Its king also acted as a pries in a veneration of the chief god of the period, Di.  Its early history includes the introduction of bronze working from Iran and the movement of the capital from Zhengzhou to Anyang by its Yin nationality.  It began when its founder T’ang defeated king Chieh, a possible ruler of the Hsia kingdom.  Succeeded chief record the Yen ben Zhi, successful control of flooding on the Yangtze was first attained by by the Chou, FTP, name this first historical Chinese dynasty.

Answer: Shang (PROMPT on either “Li” or “Yin.”)

13. Volume 2 of Whitehead’s Mathematical Works contains an incorrect proof and his namesake link to this problem.  Rubinstein’s theorem attempts to explain it by assuming the shape of the original problem is algorithmically decidable.  Smale proved the cases for n greater or equal to seven in 1961, and Michael Freedman won the 1986 Fields Medal for proving the case for n=4. FTP, what is this conjecture that every simply connected closed n-manifold is homeomorphic to an n-sphere?

Answer: Poincare Conjecture

14. Most of the population of this country is concentrated along the Murgab and Tejen Rivers or at the foot of the Kopet Dag Mountains. Its west contains the island of Ogurchan, a part of the Kara-Bogaz-Gol Gulf. Cultural centers include a former Seljuk capital, Merv, and Chardzhou, a center of carpet-making on the Silk Route. The Atrek and Amu Darya rivers form part of this country’s northern and southern boundaries, which frame this country’s largest feature, the Kyzylkum Desert. FTP, name this Central Asian nation with capital Ashgabat.

Answer: Turkmenistan
15. This composer’s poetry-inspired song cycles include The House of Life, and On Wenlock Edge, which incorporate verses from the poems of Dante Gabriel Rossetti and A Shropshire Lad.  While organist at Lambeth, he collected the folk melodies that would become “Shepherds of the Delectable Mountains” and Tudor material that influenced his most famous work.  His opera Sir John in Love contains his famous arrangement, Fantasia on Greensleeves, but, FTP, what English nationalist composer is equally well known for his Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis.

Answer: Ralph Vaughan-Williams
16. He was the inspiration of the character of Arnaldur in the novel Salka Valka, as he had saved Halldor Laxness from deportation with the help of Stephen Crane’s daughter.  The author of the social studies The Goose Step and The Brass Check, he used the proceeds from his most famous novel to open the short-lived utopia Helicon Hal.  He also wrote activist novels, which include an attack on the Sacco and Vanzetti Trial entitled Boston.  FTP, name this author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Dragons Teeth, as well as a novel about the meat-packing industry, The Jungle.

Answer: Upton Sinclair   

17. An alumnus of Alcorn A&M College, as an insurance agent in Mound Bayou, he organized a boycott of several Neshoba County gas stations that refused African-Americans the use of their restrooms.  His unsuccessful 1954 attempt to enroll in a local school of law gained him an appointment by the NAACP as his state’s first field secretary.  He first attracted national attention with his support of James Meridith, who wanted to attend the University of Mississippi.  Awarded the Spingarn Medal posthumously in 1964, FTP, name this civil rights activist assassinated in 1963 by Byron de la Beckwith.

Answer: Medger Wiley Evers
18. The longest one in Asia is called the Altyn Tagh. These structures commonly end with radiating normal structures called horsetail splays.  Enechelon folds commonly occur on either side of them, and mountain ranges may form when one encounters a restraining bend.  Indent-linked ones like the Red River carry material away from transpression zones, and transform ones connect convergent and divergent plate boundaries.  Classified as “sinistral” or “dextral,” FTP, name this type of fault characterized by horizontal displacement along the fracture plane, whose best known example is the San Andreas.

Answer: strike-slip fault (PROMPT on just “fault.”)

19. The title character of this novel was separated from his love because her father was a royalist and his uncle was a Bonapartist.  That character takes a trip to Sicily in search of the manuscript of The Golden Legend, and while there he is reacquainted with Princess Trepoff, later his benefactress.  Upon his return, he catalogues the library of Gabry and meets the granddaughter of Clementine, his former love.  Unable to deal with the girl’s guardians, he commits the title action and kidnaps young Jeanne.  FTP, name this gentle novel about an old bibliophile by Anatole France.


Answer: The Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard
20. The central party joined at this party’s creation had itself been created by a merger that included elements of a political orientation that would later become its main opponent, an inclusion necessary to defeat the MAPAI faction. Another founding member, the Laam faction, had just absorbed a faction now known as Moledet to further its own gains. In its first appearance it garnered 30.2% of the vote, earning it 39 seats in the Knesset by proposing that territories occupied since 1967 should be joined with Israel. FTP, name this party formed when three other conservative parties merged with GAHAL, first led by Menachem Begin.

Answer: Likud or Union
21. It is useless for navigation because tributaries like the Cinca-Segre, Gallego and Jalon Rivers drain different climate zones, causing its volume to vary.  Large hydroelectric plants on this river, like the one south of the Embalse de Mequinenza, supply half of its country’s electricity.  Its wide delta forms the Cape of Tortosa and shapes the southern boundary of the Gulf of Saint Jordi.  The province of La Rioja as well as the cities of Tudela and Zaragoza face its banks.  Rising in the Cantabrian Alps, FTP, name this river that drains the Iberian and Pyrenees Mountains, the longest river entirely within Spain.

Answer: the Ebro
22. A financial crisis in 1870 forced this author to drop out of college, but he wrote fondly of his student days in his novel In Vain. As a professional writer, he drew inspiration from Sir Walter Scott, whose works influenced a novel about the Cossack rebellion, With Fire and Sword, and sequels about a Swedish invasion, The Deluge, and a war with Turkey, Pan Michael.  His best work does not take place in his home country, but its story of Vincius and Ligeia under Nero may symbolize the struggle against partition. FTP, name this author of Quo Vadis, the Polish winner of the 1905 Nobel Prize for Literature.

Answer: Henryk Sienkiewicz
23. Among this document’s proposals were cooperation in stamping out the slave trade, mutual extradition of criminals, and the drawing of lacustrine boundaries per an earlier agreement. It settled that waterways such as the St. Johns River would remain open to navigation by both countries, and the transfer of the Allagash River Valley to the United States brought an ongoing war to a close.  It was signed by Alexander Baring and an American secretary of state.  FTP, name this treaty that ignored the ignored the Oregon boundary issue but did end the Aroostok War and resolve the Northeastern Boundary Conflict in 1842.

Answer: Webster-Ashburton Treaty
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Bonuses by Indiana (Wesley Matthews)

1. Name these realist painters FTP each:

A. This caricaturist ridiculed the aristocracy in lithographs like Rue Transnonain and The Legislative Paunch, though he may be best remembered for scenes like Third Class Coach.

Answer: Honore Daumier 

B. This associate of the Barbizon School painted peasant scenes like the Angelus and The Gleaners.

Answer: Jean Francois Millet 

C. This Russian realist is known for historic paintings like Ivan the Terrible and His Son Ivan, and scenes of life in the Russian countryside like The Volga Boatmen
Answer: Ilya Repin
2. FTP each, answer the following about Land Reform in Rome.

A. After the second Punic War, most private farms had been collectivized into these large cattle ranches and vineyards owned by Roman senators that covered almost all of the arable land.

Answer: Latifundiae
B. The first attempt at land reform after the Punic Wars was made by this senator, whose Sempronian Laws increased the amount of private land a citizen could own and delegated surplus produce to the poor.

Answer: Tiberius Gracchus
C. This consul proposed that new lands in Gaul be delegated equally to the poor of Latium and Rome. The proposal so outraged the patricians that he was executed in 485 BC.

Answer: Spurius Cassius Viscellinus 

3. A wealthy stranger arranges a marriage, but returns his bride to their family after he discovers she is not a virgin, resulting in a beating that leads her to identify her lover, who is then stabbed to death. FTP each:

A: This is the plot of what novel about the murder of Santiago Nasar?

Answer: Chronicle of a Death Foretold or Cronica de una muerte anunciada
B: Name the author of Chronicle of a Death Foretold

Answer: Gabriel Garcia Marquez
C: Though the setting of Chronicle of a Death Foretold is never stated, it bears a resemblance to, and is believed to be, this fictional setting of One Hundred Years of Solitude 

Answer: Macondo
4. Answer the following about coordination compounds FTP each:

A. This is a bond formed by two molecules that may stably exist alone. The central atom of one molecule donates an electron pair to the vacant shell of the Lewis Acid, forming a coordination complex.

Answer: dative bond

B. These polydentate ligands may form more than one dative bond with a metal. Examples include porphyrin rings and oxalate ions. Their name comes from the Greek for “claw.”

Answer: chelates

C. Electron behavior resulting from the splitting of d-orbitals into groups in transition metals may be used according to this theory to predict diamagnetism, paramagnetism, and color of coordination compounds.

Answer: crystal field theory or model 

5. Name these parts of a mosque FTP each:

A. This is a tall circular or octagonal tower built into, or around a mosque that contains the house of the muezzin, who traditionally calls out the ezan from its windows.

Answer: minaret
B. Made of wood or masonry and usually adorned with columns, this is a niche in a mosque that points out the qibla, or direction to Mecca.

Answer: mihrab
C. Used by the khatib with the Friday khutba, this eleveated six-stepped platform is the equivalent of a pulpit.

Answer: minbar
6. Given a county seat, name its county for 5 points each:

A. Atlanta, Georgia

Answer: Fulton County

B. Houston, Texas

Answer: Harris County

C. Helena, Montana

Answer: Lewis and Clark County

D. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Answer: Allegheny County

E. Phoenix, Arizona


Answer: Maricopa County

F. Miami, Florida


Answer: Dade County

7. Identify the following from the War for Greek Independence FTP each:

A. The rebellion against the Turks began at Jassy under this Phanariot and leader of the Philiki Hetaira in 1821.

Answer: Alexander Ypsilanti
B. As an act of vengeance for the taking of Tripolitsa, Turkish soldiers invaded this island in 1822, massacring a fourth of its Greek inhabitants and taking another 50,000 slaves, inspiring a savage depiction by Eugene Delacroix.

Answer: Chios
C. Fighting was concluded by this 1829 treaty that granted Greek independence. It also granted autonomy to Moldavia and Serbia.

Answer: Treaty of Adrianople or Treaty of Edirne
8. Answer the following about that other Sanskrit epic, the Mahabharata FTP each:

A. First, for 5 points each, name the two groups of cousins warring for supremacy in the central narrative.

Answer: Pandavas and Kauravas [KOW-ra-vaas](or Dhartarashtras)

B. Before the central battle, this prince gets a lecture from Krishna about duty performed with faith after hesitating to attack an army containing so many of his friends and kinsmen.

Answer: Arjuna
C. This man who caused the struggle by losing his country, his brothers and their common wife in a game of dice is the only Pandava to survive the Great Journey at the end of the Mahabharata.  He is also the eldest Pandava

Answer: Yudhishthira [YOO-dees-thra]

9. Answer the following about circadian rhythms FTP each:

A. Levels of this tryptophan-derived hormone responsible for natural drowsiness are secreted in response to light and dark perception, although its presence in the bloodstream fluctuates over the diurnal period without visual clues.

Answer: melatonin
B. Along with the retina, this extension of the forebrain secretes melatonin.

Answer: Pineal gland

C. This cluster of neurons in the hypothalamus located at one end of the optic nerve is responsible for all circadian rhythms within an organism.

Answer: suprachiasmatic nucleus 

10. Name these operas by Verdi FTP each:

A. Azucena, to avenge her mother’s burning at the stake, steals the son of the Count di Luna, Manrico, who has the title profession.

Answer: Il Trovatore or The Troubadour 

B. Amelia Grimaldi is revealed not to have had an impure relationship with her father after he discovers she is his long-lost daughter, but the title pirate is poisoned for the crime nonetheless.

Answer: Simon Boccanegra
C. Inspired by Dumas fils’, La Dame aux Camelias, its heroine Violetta falls in love with Alfredo Germont, but his father will not have the relationship, Violetta is disgraced, and she dies of consumption.

Answer: La Traviata
11. Despite the fact that he has slept with Freya, Sif and Svadilfari, his wife faithfully catches the drops of venom that would otherwise be dropped onto this deity by a huge snake. FTP each:

A. Name this Norse trickster god.

Answer: Loki
B. Name Loki’s wife, who is doomed to stay by his side until Ragnarok.

Answer: Sigyn
C. This son of Loki and Sigyn is torn to pieces when his brother Vali is changed into a wolf by Odin. His intestines are then used as Loki’s fetters.

Answer: Narfi or Narvi
12. Identify these battles of the American Revolution FTP each:

A. A victory for George Washington, this battle saw the death of Continental general Hugh Mercer as the British under the command of Cornwallis was attacked at Nassau Hall on January 3, 1777.

Answer: Battle of Princeton
B. Horatio Gates’ command was revoked after this battle, a victory for Cornwallis achieved in part because near half the Continentals were ill with dysentery. Among the dead was the key fighter, the Baron De Kalb.

Answer: Battle of Camden
C. The bloodiest affair of the American Revolution, Nathaniel Greene’s Continentals attacked a British force retreating from Orangeburg in this 1781 battle, preventing Colonel Stewart’s men from marching north to relieve Yorktown by confining them to Charleston.

Answer: Battle of Eutaw Springs
13. Name these poems by Emily Dickinson from lines FTP each:

A. “And then I heard them lift a box / And creak across my soul / With those same boots of lead again. / Then space began to toll.”

Answer: “I Felt a Funeral in My Brain” or number 280
B: “We slowly drove, he knew no haste; / And I had put away / My labor, and my leisure, too / For his civility.”

Answer: “Because I Could Not Stop For Death” or “The Chariot” or number 712
C: “I never saw the sea / Yet I know how the heather looks / And what a wave must be.”

Answer: “I Never Saw a Moor” or number 1052
14. Answer the following relating electricity and temperature, FTP each:

A. This is a device consisting of two dissimilar metals that produces a current when the two end junctions are held at two different temperatures.

Answer: thermocouple
B. Thermocouples operate by this effect that produces an EMF from when two different temperatures are applied to the two end junctions.

Answer: Seebeck Effect

C. This is the generation of a current via tunneling through a thin insulating material that separates two superconducting materials at low temperatures.

Answer: Josephson Effect

15. Name these places you’d encounter trying to get into Bolivia FTP each:

A. Bolivia shares this high altitude lake, the second largest freshwater lake in South America, with Peru.

Answer: Lake Titicaca
B. This extensive oil-rich lowland plain, the chief habitat of the Quebracho plant, lies on Bolivia’s southeastern border.

Answer: the Gran Chaco 

C. Located on the Paraguay River on Bolivia’s eastern border is this 50,000 square kilometer swamp. Home to yellow anacondas and hyacinth macaws, it is the largest wetland area in the world.

Answer: the Pantanal
16. FTP each, answer the following about medieval philosophy at Oxford:

A. Appointed bishop of Lincoln in AD 1235, this thinker walked the thin line between science and religion in his magnum opus De Luce by stating that light is from God, and understanding the properties of light leads to divine knowledge.

Answer: Robert Grosseteste
B. Back when Grosseteste was at Oxford, he taught this experimentalist who may have seen spiral galaxies and cells, and who wrote General Principles of Natural Philosophy. 

Answer: Roger Bacon
C. This nominalist would have disagreed with Bacon’s and Grosseteste’s beliefs that you can find enlightenment by experiment alone, and argued that facts are the ultimate enlightenment since they can’t be corrupted by reason. His best known belief is that entities must not be multiplied beyond necessity.

Answer: William of Occam
17. Name these sorting algorithms FTP each:

A. This method splits the list into two equal halves, and then sorts them in separate arrays, which are then amalgamated.  

Answer: Merge Sort

B. The most efficient of the O(n-squared) class of algorithms, this method uses the insertion sort in multiple passes, increasing the size of the set to be sorted each time until the set contains the entire list.

Answer: Shell Sort

C. This algorithm compares adjacent items in the list and swaps them when needed. The process is repeated until no swapping is required, causing small values to shift to the beginning of the list.

Answer: Bubble Sort

18. Name these important figures in Southeast Asian history, FTP each:

A. This British administrator established a settlement on the island of Singapore of 1819.


Answer: Sir Thomas Stafford Raffles
B. This was the posthumous ruling name given to Mongkut, the king of Siam who for a brief time welcomed in the English governess Anna Leonowens.


Answer: Rama IV or Rama the Fourth
C. This last emperor of the Nguyen dynasty was forced out by the Viet Minh in 1945, but did in return in 1949 for a second leadership stint.


Answer: Bao Dai
19. Name these old-school French literary types FTP each:

A. This humanist author of the satires Gargantua and Pantagruel got his books proscribed by the Catholic Church.

Answer: Francois Rabelais
B. This author of the Testaments was once thrown out of Paris for killing a priest.  He is also the author of the ballad “Des Dames des Temps Jadis,” which contains the line “Where are the Snows of Yesteryear?”

Answer: Francois Villon or Francois des Loges or Francois de Montcorbier
C. His Livre de Quatre Dames is a dialogue between some women who lost their lovers at the battle of Agincourt. He also wrote the original poem “La Belle Dame sans Merci.”

Answer: Alain Chartier 

20. It results from the pressure of overlying water that causes successively deeper wind-induced currents to change direction perpendicular to the direction of the wind.  FTP each

A. Name this gyrating oceanic occurrence proposed by a Norwegian explorer who watched the motion of a shipwreck in an ice floe.

Answer: Ekman Spiral

B. Ekman spirals result because of this phenomenon that causes vessels to veer right in the northern hemisphere and left in the southern hemisphere.

Answer: Coriolis pseudoforce or effect

C. The Coriolis effect is also responsible for the westward-trending motion of this northward moving coldwater current off the western coast of South America.

Answer: Humboldt Current or Peru Current

21. Name these Irish playwrights, FTP each:

A. An actor at the Smock Alley theatre in Dublin, he gave up acting after wounding one of his co-workers and moved to London, where he wrote Love in a Bottle, The Stage-Coach, and The Beaux’ Stratagem.

Answer: George Farquhar
B. He shot a policeman and was sentenced to Mountjoy Prison, the inspiration for his first play The Quare Fellow. Later, he wrote An Giall, the Gaelic version of his The Hostage.

Answer: Brendan Behan
C. His plays Shadow of the Glen and Riders to the Sea are based on stories from the Aran Islands, but they don’t get the same attention of his novel about the Irish West Coast, The Playboy of the Western World.

Answer: John Millington Synge
