2003 ACF Regionals

Tossups by Duke (Chuck, Schneller, Feist, Ogonor,Abernethy) and Valencia (Chris Borglum and Elissa Cafferry)

1. The poem’s persona ponders “How dull it is to pause, to make an end, / To rust unburnished, not to shine in use.”  Very old now, he notes that “Though much is taken, much abides,” and currently he “mete[s] and dole[s]/Unequal laws unto a savage race.”  FTP, name this poem in which the title character longs “To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield,” a work by Alfred, Lord Tennyson about a hero of the Trojan War.


Answer:  “Ulysses”

2. The document that led to the plaintiff’s arrest quoted the first section of the Thirteenth Amendment and included the line, “a conscript is little better than a convict.”  The Court’s decision cited an earlier case, Patterson v. Colorado, as precedent for the restraint of certain types of expression.  Just six months afterward, in Abrams v. U.S. Justice Holmes modified his famous decision in this case.  Adjudicated in March, 1919, the majority decision famously argued that shouting fire in a crowded theater is an example of dangerous speech.  FTP name this case that established the doctrine of “clear and present danger.”


Answer: Schenk v. U.S.
3. The term for these regions was coined in 1936 by horticulturalist Cyril Dean Darlington, and research shows a surprising lack of conservation between organisms.  Adjectives such as metacentric and acrocentric have been coined to identify its location.  In karyotypes it appears as a narrow area, but its properties are diffused along the length of the chromosome.  FTP, name this cytogenetic region where spindle fibers attach during cell division and which is named for its usually central location.

Answer: centromere

4. Born at a site called Pieria at the foot of Mt. Olympus, they were raised by their nurse Eupheme [YOO-fuh-mee] and her son, Crotus the hunter.  Otus and Ephialtes were the first to sacrifice to them.  Some early myths counted three of them including Melete and Aoede and it was not until later that they were worshipped solely at their sacred home of Mt. Helicon.  Their mother was the goddess of memory, Mnemosyne [neh-MOZ-uh-nee].  FTP, name these daughters of Zeus who preside over various arts and sciences.


Answer: Muses
5. This nation’s highest point, Mount Moco, is located in the series of highlands in the center of the nation, the Planalto da Bie and Planalto da Hulla.  Those mountainous regions give rise to the Kwango and Cubango Rivers, but most of the nation’s population is concentrated along the Atlantic Coast.  Its city of Namibe borders the Nanib Desert to the south, but, FTP, what strife-torn nation’s largest city is the northern city of Luanda?


Answer: Angola
6.  When this writer encountered Andrew Yaphe cleaning his teeth in a restroom, he gave Andrew a frightened look and walked out.  Doubling the Point is a book of his essays and other works include Age of Iron and The Master of St. Petersburg.  His most recent work is a second installation of autobiography, Youth:  Scenes from Provincial Life II.  His first novel, Dusklands, was followed by In the Heart of the Country, which is less famous than Waiting for the Barbarians.  FTP, name this two-time winner of the Booker Prize for The Life and Times of Michael K and Disgrace.


Answer:  J.M. Coetzee
7. One of the provisions of the last one was to disband the klaverns and weaken the newly sprung Ku Klux Klan. That was the second of a set that allowed Radical Republicans to strengthen their programs by imposing severe penalties on those who tried to obstruct Reconstruction.  They were passed in 1870 and 1871, while the first was an act of March 2, 1833.  It was passed in response to the nullification ordinance of South Carolina.  FTP, name these bills having to do with action, the last of which allowed the president to suspend the privilege of habeas corpus in lawless areas.

Answer: Force Bill

8. The detector employed, called a Faraday box, was mounted on arc so that it could be rotated to observe particles at different angles.  Those particles were accelerated from a heated filament with voltage, and the surprising result was interpreted with the Bragg law to give values for the lattice spacing in the nickel crystal.  As a result of it de Broglie’s hypothesis was confirmed.  FTP, name this experiment that confirmed the wave nature of the electron.


Answer: Davisson-Germer experiment

9. Pauline Kael’s book Raising Kane argues that Citizen Kane, usually considered the best example of this concept, was too much of a collaborative effort to exemplify it.  First coined by Francois Truffaut in the 1954 article “A General Tendency of the French Cinema,” it was fully developed by critic Andrew Sarris into a theory that extolled the greatness of directors like Ford, Hawks, Welles, and Hitchcock.  FTP, what is this theory that argues that individual directors stamp their uniqueness onto their films and which is designated by the French word for “author”?


Answer: auteur theory

10. This musician died in 1976 in seclusion at the New Jersey estate of Pannonica de Koenigswarter, his patron, after whom he named one of his songs.  He was house pianist at Minton’s in Harlem in the early 1940s, where he greatly influenced the playing of Bud Powell.  Known for his odd habit of getting up and doing a shuffling dance when moved by his or his sidemen’s playing, his studio album Brilliant Corners gave a boost to John Coltrane’s career.  FTP name this composer of “’Round Midnight” and subject of the film Straight, No Chaser.


Answer: Thelonius Monk
11. Narrated by Theodor Fischer, it is set in late 16th-century Austria.  The fate of Theodor and Seppi’s friend Nikolaus is changed by the title character’s magic, causing Nikolaus to drown while saving a girl.  Though the title character asks the boys to refer to him as Philip Traum, he tells them that his name is Satan, and that he is the nephew of the famous fallen angel.  Completed in 1916 by A.B. Paine and Frederick Duneka from manuscripts left unfinished by the author, FTP, name this posthumously published Twain novella.


Answer: The Mysterious Stranger
12. With a name meaning “wiseacre,” this leader struck a deal with Hildebrand, the influential advisor to Pope Nicholas II, at the Council of Melfi.  He later repaid the Vatican by expelling Holy Roman Emperor Henry IV from Rome.  The son of the Tancred of literary fame, he assisted his brothers, William Bras-de-Fer, Drogo, and Humphrey, in ending Byzantine influence over Southern Italy, and later led his sons in repeated, unsuccessful attempts to take Constantinople.  FTP, name this Norman knight who founded the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies


Answer: Robert Guiscard
13. It is frequently used to measure lattice energies, and is solely dependent upon the final state of the reactants and products.  It is even more useful in calculating the enthalpy change of a reaction that can not be measured directly.  Also known as the law of heat summation, FTP, name this law that states that the total energy change for a chemical reaction is the same regardless of the route that is taken.


Answer: Hess’ law

14. Like Charles Oakley he is a graduate of Virginia Union College.  In 1996, he hooked up with the Washington Wizards, averaging only five minutes and 1.7 rebounds per game.  By 1998-99, he was averaging about 25 minutes and 8 boards a game, and building a reputation as a terror on the boards, in spite of his 6-9 frame, though he measures 7-foot when his hair is in full afro.  FTP, name this player, who led the NBA in rebounding and won Defensive Player of the Year honors for the Detroit Pistons last season.


Answer: Ben Wallace
15. In its second part the author calls for a modern Socrates to help us understand complex concepts.  That second part includes an appendix stating that Christianity is founded on the absurd premise that an individual can have a personal relationship with God.  It opens by stating that religious books should strive to reach the reader on a personal level, and contains a second half discussion of sin.  FTP, name this work written under the pseudonym of Anti-Climacus and which states that despair is the title malady, a work by Soren Kierkegaard.


Answer: Sickness Unto Death
16. Much of this novel had been written and thrown aside but the author returned to it after the long poem The Bridal of Triermain.  Its hero is fortunate to save Colonel Talbot, and is able to rehabilitate the reputation of the baron of Bradwardine, his uncle’s friend.  Other characters include Flora, the daughter of Fergus Mac-Ivor and his fellow conspirator Donald Bean Lean.  It is shrouded in Jacobite intrigue and includes a description of Culloden Moor.  FTP, identify this Sir Walter Scott novel that lent its name to a whole series of Scott’s novels.


Answer: Waverly 

17. It began with a series of daytime convoy raids along the southern coast and a series of nighttime attacks on Guisborough, Canewdon, Hertford, Welwyn, and other Scottish population centers.  Conducted under the command of Sir Cyril Newall and Sir Hugh Dowding it lasted approximately three and a half months.  It is considered part of Operation Sea Lion and resulted in the destruction of 2,698 Luftwaffe aircraft at the cost of only 915 Royal Air Force planes.  FTP, name this aerial engagement that resulted in the Nazis abandoning plans to invade the United Kingdom.


Answer: Battle of Britain (prompt on the “Blitz”)

18. Among vertebrates it appears only in a small number of marsupials and primates.  The goblet cells that line it secrete an antibacterial mucus to control organismal growth in the surrounding region.  Other than in rudimentary versions this structure of the alimentary canal is absent in all invertebrates.  It is seemingly vestigial, but it can possibly affect the health of the adjacent cecum [SEE-kum].  Attached to the ileum, FTP, name this organ preceded by the adjective “vermiform,” and which can inflame and burst in humans.


Answer: appendix
19. This canvas was an expansion of an earlier work by the artist, a conte crayon on paper entitled The Couple, which is featured prominently in this work.  In the background can be seen two steamships and four men in red hats in a rowboat.  A black dog plays at the bottom center and to its right a small brown dog and a monkey on a leash are playing as well.  More noticeable are the men in tophats and the women in long dresses who carry parasols.  FTP, name this idyllic masterpiece of pointillism painted by Georges Seraut.


Answer: A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte
20. His vocal reading of Emily Bronte’s poem “Remembrance” is lauded in another writer’s autobiography A Backward Glance.  Another anecdote relates how this writer gave the idea for the novel Trilby to George DuMaurier.  His own critical writings include French Poets and Novelists and a series of prefaces to the New York Edition revisions of his earlier novels.  Some of those novels include Watch and Ward, The Spoils of Poynton, and The Princess Casamassima.  FTP, name this American novelist of The American, The Golden Bowl, and The Portrait of a Lady.


Answer: Henry James (prompt on just last name)

21. Estranged from his corporate lawyer father and his mother, things have not been the same since his brother Allie died of leukemia.  His older brother D.B., is a writer in Hollywood but became a prostitute, and his younger sister Phoebe is ten.  He lives with roommate Stradlater who has been going out with his childhood friend Jane Galangher.  FTP, name this 16-year-old main character who returns home to New York City after being kicked out of Pencey Prep in a book by J. D. Salinger.

Answer: Holden Caulfield
22. It was the dominant phylum in the late Precambrian period.  Creatures in it phylum have bodies consisting of an internal gastrovascular cavity, a soft, pliable middle body layer known as the mesoglea, and an external dermis.  Its members often live in two phases, a sessile, asexual polyp and a free-moving, sexual medusa.  FTP, name this phylum that includes hydra and jellyfish.


Answer: Cnidaria or Coelenterata
23. Her older sister Margot is hardly mentioned, even though she is smart and pretty.  Peter Schiff was her first love since she was in sixth grade, though she has also had romantic feelings for Harry Goldberg a.k.a., Hello Silberberg and received her first kiss from Peter van Pels or van Daan.  FTP, name this daughter of Otto and Edith who died at age 15 in Bergen-Belsen, best known for documenting hiding from the Nazis in her diary.

Answer: Anne Frank
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Bonuses by Duke (Chuck, Schneller, Feist, Ogonor,Abernethy) and Valencia (Chris Borglum and Elissa Cafferry)

Identify these players in the Russian Revolution, FTP each:

A. The most liberal of all the socialist parties, they called for a violent overthrow of the government and were led by Vladimir Lenin and Leon Trotsky.

Answer: Bolshevik
B. Though their name was derived from the Russian word for “minority,” this political group espoused a more patient position towards the Provisional Government.  Unlike the Bolsheviks, they were willing to open membership of the Communist Party to anyone interested.

Answer: Menshevik
C. This group of elitists contributed to the cultural and literary environment during Nicholas II’s reign, though they were notoriously lazy.

Answer: Intelligentsia

2. Name these biological molecules, FTP each:

A. In higher animals, glucose molecules are stored in the body as this polysaccharide and carbohydrate.

Answer: Glycogen
B. This pyrimidine serves as a component of RNA in place of thymine.

Answer: Uracil
C. Once called lymphocyte differentiation promoting factor, this nuclear protein can be conjugated to other proteins to target them for degradation.

Answer: Ubiquitin
3. Answer these questions about Don Quixote, FTP each:

A. Quixote rides this old horse on his various adventures.

Answer: Rocinante
B. Sancho rides this little donkey in escorting the brave knight.

Answer: Dapple
C. Quixote takes great interest translating the works of this fictional Moorish writer.

Answer: Cide Hamete Benengeli
4. Time to name that Abstract Expressionist!  FTP each:

A. Known best for his series of “Woman” paintings in the early 1950s, this Dutch-born painter died in 1997.


Answer: Willem de Kooning
B. This Pennsylvania native is best known for his calligraphic and spare paintings, usually rough black strokes on white backgrounds, including New York, New York.


Answer:  Franz Kline
C. Youngest of the Abstract Expressionists, he is best known for his series of over 150 stark paintings titled Elegy to the Spanish Republic.


Answer:  Robert Motherwell
5. President Bush oversaw a turnover of his economic advisory staff over the winter.  Identify these people whom the President kicked out the door or tapped their shoulder, FTP each:

A. The first Cabinet secretary to resign, this former executive of Alcoa’s straight-talk style resulted in various embarrassments for the White House.

Answer: Paul O’Neill
B. Replacing Paul O’Neill, this executive of CSX resigned his membership at Augusta National Golf Course soon after Bush nominated him.

Answer: John W. Snow
C. A target of many Democrats as an icon for fraudulent business executives, this chief of the Securities and Exchange Commission resigned on Election Day.

Answer: Harvey Pitt
6. Answer the following about a certain African empire FTP each:

A. Rising to power in the 1460s, what Muslim empire replaced the crumbling Mali Empire?


Answer: Songhai
B. This man brought the Songhai to power and conquered Timbuktu in the 1460s.


Answer: Sunni Ali (Ber)

C. After Sunni Ali’s death, tribal factions rebelled against his successor and placed this man in power.  He ruled until 1528, and under him the Songhai Empire reached its greatest territorial extent.


Answer: Askia Muhammed or Muhammed I
7. Provide the names of these pretty curves from mathematics, FTP each:

A. This is the locus of points the sum of whose distances from two fixed points is a constant.



Answer: ellipse
B. This is the curve traced by a point on the circumference of a circle as the circle rolls along a straight line.



Answer: cycloid
C. It was conceived by Hippias of Ellis and was the first named curve other than a circle or line.  It can be used

trisect the angle or square the circle.



Answer: quadratrix or trisectrix of Hippias
8. FTP each, identify these novels set at boarding schools:

A. This novel follows Gene and Phineas though prep school at Devon School, New Hampshire.  Other characters include army deserter Leper Lepelier

Answer: A Separate Peace [by John Knowles]

B. After his father’s death leaves his family penniless, the title character of this novel is sent by his uncle Ralph to Dotheboys Hall.


Answer: The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby [by Charles Dickens]

C. Told as a retrospective, the title character of this short novel recalls his life as a teacher and schoolmaster at Brookfield school.


Answer: Goodbye, Mr. Chips [by James Hilton]

9. Provide the titles of these 19th-century works of economics FTP each:

A. This David Ricardo work proposed the law of comparative advantage as well as the “iron law of wages.”


Answer: Principles of Political Economy and Taxation

B. This 1879 work argues that land is the basis of all wealth and thus should be the source of a single tax.


Answer: Progress and Poverty [by Henry George]

C. This 1899 work introduced the term “conspicuous consumption.”


Answer: Theory of the Leisure Class
10. Identify these features of Florida, FTP each:

A. Satellites and space shuttles are launched from the Kennedy Space Center on this cape.

Answer: Cape Canaveral
B. Located in the southern tip of the state near the Everglades is this inland lake.

Answer: Lake Okeechobee
C. In 2002, the ship Spiegel Grove was sunk to create the world’s largest artificial reef off the coast of this Florida island.

Answer: Key Largo
11. Identify these European royal families FTP each:

A. Of Swabian origin, these rivals of the Habsburgs ruled Brandenburg-Prussia and later Imperial Germany from 1415-1918.


Answer: Hohenzollern
B. Founded by Humbert I “White Hands,” this family ruled a small transalpine area in present-day France and Switzerland from the 11th through 19th centuries.  One of their princes was a famous general


Answer: Savoy
C. Originating in Bergamo, this family never really ruled any particular area, but rather is notable for their creation and maintenance of postal and transportation routes in the Habsburg empire.


Answer: Thurn und Taxis (prompt on “Tassis”)

12. A class of elementary particles with integral spin, they include all the mesons and the photon.  FTP each, name—

A. This class of particles.


Answer: bosons

B. The set of statistics which bosons always obey and which assume that any number of identical particles may occupy the same energy level.


Answer: Bose-Einstein statistics

C. All three bosons that carry the weak force all or nothing


Answer: W plus, W minus, and Z
13. Identify these Oliver Goldsmith works, FTP each:

A. Subtitled “The Mistakes of a Night,” in this 1773 work Kate Hardcastle tries to draw the attention of  Richard Marlow.


Answer: She Stoops to Conquer
B. The Reverend Primrose tells the story of his wife and six children in this short novel, the best-known work of Goldsmith. 


Answer: The Vicar of Wakefield
C. This first comedy by Goldsmith concerns Mr. Honeywood, who is the subject of a trick by his uncle.


Answer: The Good-natur’d Man
14. Identify these composers who aren’t European FTP each:

A. Creator of over 1,000 pieces, he’s best known for his Bachianas Brasilieras.


Answer: Heitor Villa-Lobos
B. Although this Japanese composer wrote works like the Twinkle Variations and Perpetual Motion, he’s best known for a method of teaching an instrument.


Answer: Shinchi Suzuki
C. This American is best remembered for his Concord Symphony.


Answer: Charles Ives
15. Name these women in the life of Andre Agassi or Pete Sampras, FTP each:

A. She called Andre a “zen master.”  Its unclear whether she thinks husband James Brolin is a “zen master.”


Answer: Barbara Streisand
B. She is Andre’s current wife.  This German tennis great is the only winner of the Golden Slam, which consists winning of all four Grand Slam events and the Olympic gold in one year.


Answer: Steffi Graff
C. Pete’s longtime girlfriend before his relationship with his now wife Bridgette Wilson was this actress best-known for her role as Steve Martin’s daughter in the Father of the Bride movies.


Answer: Kimberly Williams [she has a twin who also acts – that’s the reason for the prompt]

16. Identify these peoples of the ancient Near East FTP each:

A. Reaching their zenith under the rule of Suppililiumas [shoop-uh-LOO-luh-mosh], this kingdom flourished in central Asia Minor and environs from around 1600-1200 BCE.  Other great kings include Mursilis I.


Answer: Hittites
B. Centered in the area to the southwest of the Caspian Sea, this group conquered Urartu in the 7th century BCE and ruled from their capital at Ecbatana, before they were smoked by Cyrus the Great


Answer: Medes
C. Their magnificent capital at Sardis was greatly improved by king Gyges. 


Answer: Lydians
17. Name these analysis techniques, FTP each:

A. An example of volumetric analysis, this technique determines the acidity of a solution based on neutralization by a standard basic solution.

Answer: titration (accept equivalent forms)

B.  In this test, sodium is yellow, lithium is red, and barium is pale green because excited electrons return to their ground state after emitting photons characteristic of the metals.

Answer: flame test

C. Useful for separating proteins or amino acids, this technique uses filter paper to separate components of a mixture of liquids with different physical properties.  We want the generic name not a specific type.

Answer: chromatography

18. Given a line from a Romantic poem, name it FTP or 5 points if you need the poet.

A.10: “Thou, from whose unseen presence the leaves dead / Are driven”

5: Percy Shelley


Answer: “Ode to the West Wind”

B. 10: “My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains / My sense”

5: John Keats


Answer: “Ode to a Nightingale”

C. 10: “How should I greet thee? / With silence and tears.”

5: Lord Byron


Answer: “When We Two Parted”

19. Answer these questions about the history of education in the U.S., FTP each:

A. What Ohio college became the first coeducational US institution of higher learning by admitting female undergraduates in 1833?


Answer: Oberlin College

B. What split decision, handed down by the Supreme Court in 1978, approved the use of affirmative action in higher education?


Answer: Regents of the University of California v. Bakke
C. In what 1984 case did the Supreme Court rule that the plaintiffs, who were black parents of school-age children in public schools, did not have standing to challenge the IRS policy of granting tax breaks to racially segregated private elementary schools.


Answer: Allen v. Wright
20. Name these things about Jainism FTP each:

A. Roughly meaning “those who overcome,” Jains trace their roots to 24 of these, the last of which was Mahavira, the religion’s founder.


Answer: Jina(s)

B. This concept, prime among Jainism’s five principles, is a code of non-violence to all living things.


Answer: ahimsa
C. Jains can be broken into two groups:  the Svetembara, or “Earth-clad,” who wear clothes, and this group, which do not.


Answer: Digambara (prompt on “sky clad”)

