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Tossups by CWRU
1. Extremists like John Lowell and Timothy Pickering were balanced by moderates like Theodore Dwight, the secretary, and Harrison Gray Otis, the eventual leader.  Among the proposed amendments were a limitation from any state having a president for more than two successive terms and a limitation of Congress’ embargo power to 60 days.  Those present also argued that easy admission of states in the western region and the easy naturalization of foreigners were degrading the nation, two points of view that destroyed the Federalist Party.  FTP, name this secret meeting of 26 delegates from five New England states brought together by their opposition to the War of 1812.


Answer: Hartford Convention

2. At the end the narrator settles down in the Konigstrasse with his pretty Virland girl and his uncle, one of the three central characters.  In the 27th chapter, those characters discover 40-foot-high mushrooms and bones of mastodons and other creatures.  After battling various monsters and a storm sailing in a raft on the 200-fathom deep Central Sea, the three men eventually complete their trip on the Italian island of Stromboli.  FTP, name this story about Hans, Harry, and Professor Hardwigg, who take the titular trip as told in a novel by Jules Verne.


Answer: Journey to the Center of the Earth
3. These particles vary greatly in mass, ranging from 140 mega-electron volts to 10 giga-electron volts.  One of the early successes of the Eightfold Way was the prediction of their eta type. We know that they are sensitive to the strong force because their constituent quarks are strongly interacting, and as a result, they provided the means for discovering the charmed, bottom and top quarks.  Several types of them have been discovered since they were first postulated by Hideki Yukawa in 1935.  FTP, name this class of subatomic particles composed of an even number of quarks and antiquarks and whose members include pi, K, and J/psi varieties.


Answer: Mesons

4. Hagalaz and Nyd are the first two of eight runes that can be used to symbolize (*) it or its protector.  It was also known as Asabru, because of the many Asynjur who partook in its creation.  On one side of it lay the mythical Urdar fountain, which along with this object will be destroyed by the weight of the Muspell at Ragnorak.  It is guarded by Heimdall and must be traversed to enter Asgard.  FTP, name this famed rainbow bridge of Norse mythology.


Answer:  Bifrost or Bilfrost (accept Heimdall before *)

5. The day before her own demise, she had her nephew poisoned to death and requested that his fate be announced to the nation.  Following the death of Hsien-feng [shen-FANG], she was appointed regent for the six-year-old, T’ung-chih [chee].  By plotting with Prince Kung, she would head a triumvirate and dispose of the boy, who was succeeded by her nephew, the Kuang-hsu emperor.  As a conservative she led a coup against the modern reforms that followed Chinese defeat in the Sino-Japanese War.  FTP, identify this leader who thus fomented the Boxer Rebellion of 1900.


Answer:  the Dowager Empress or Tz'u-hsi [su-SHEE] or Yehonala

6. His first poem, “Rushes,” appeared in his first publication, a poetry collection entitled Serres chaudes, or Hothouses.  Following that, he became an overnight sensation with the play La Princess Maleine.  Among the dramas he wrote for his lover, Georgette Leblanc, are the medieval Pisan tragedy Monna Vanna and the youthful Aglavaine et Selysette.  His next period of writing saw such enduring essays as The Intelligence of Flowers and The Life of the Bee.  FTP, name this symbolist writer, whose children’s fantasy The Blue Bird and play Pelleas et Melisande helped garner him the 1911 Nobel Prize in Literature.


Answer: Maurice Polydore Marie Bernard Maeterlinck
7. These molecules are approximately 70 nucleotides long and possess such unique nucleotides as pseudouridine, hypoxanthine, and inosinic acid.  One terminus ends with the pCpCpA sequence while the other ends with pG.  Also of structural note are the D loop, the variable loop, and the anticodon loop, which often experiences a wobble at the third position of the triplet code.  These various parts all contribute to the accepted cloverleaf model of their configuration.  FTP, name these carriers for amino acids, one of the three types of RNA.


Answer:  tRNA or transfer RNA (prompt on “RNA”)

8.  In 1908 Picasso gave a famous banquet, half-serious half-burlesque, in this artist’s honor.  Among his humorous paintings are The Football Players and Boy on the Rocks, mostly for their gross distortions.  Because of his lack of formal training, he was grouped with the Naives or the Primitives, but those labels vanished with such brilliant canvases as A Carnival Evening and The Snake Charmer.  His several years working as a customs officer led to his famous nickname, “Le Douanier [DWA-nyea].”  FTP, name this French painter whose fame rests in his exotic jungle depictions and the painting known as The Sleeping Gypsy.


Answer:  Henri Rousseau (prompt on just last name)

9. While mentioned in Ptolemy’s Guide to Geography around AD 150, civilizations have existed on this island as early as the 5th century BC.  Its aboriginal inhabitants, the Dayaks, live primarily in the southwest opposite such cities as Pontianak and Balikpapan.  Sabah and Kalimantan, two of its regions neighbor another political entity, the British protectorate of Sarawak. On the northwest of this third largest island in the world lies the sultanate of Brunei.  FTP, name this island of the western Pacific divided mostly between Malaysia and Indonesia.


Answer:  Borneo
10. Polish Foreign Minister Skrzynski was the driving force behind its fourth and final article, which ensured the neutrality of his nation as well as that of Czechoslovakia.  One point of contention dealt with penalties for a “covenant-breaking” state, but that was resolved by Austin Chamberlain, who won the Nobel Peace Prize for his help in drafting it.  It ensured the demilitarized status of the Rhineland, and the signatories guaranteed Germany's existing frontiers with France and Belgium also leaving the path clear for Germany’s admission to the League of Nations.  FTP, name this document signed in October 1925 in a Swiss resort town.


Answer:  Locarno Pact
11. She recently collaborated with photographer Chester Higgins Jr. on a portrayal of eighty thriving senior citizens entitled Elder Grace.  While living in Egypt, she edited the Arab Observer and held the same post for the African Review during her time in Ghana.  In the autobiographical Gather Together in My Name and the essay collection Even the Stars Look Lonesome she revisited her childhood in rural Arkansas.  FTP, name this writer, best-known for her inauguration poem, “On the Pulse of Morning,” and the controversial I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.


Answer:  Maya Angelou
12. The treatment of these substances with a naturally occurring base, such as cinchonine, can result in resolution, which is the process by which they are separated into two equal parts.  An ideal example of them is their namesake, also known as tartaric acid, which can be divided into dextro- and leveorotatory components.  For every molecule that light encounters, there is a second molecule, which cancels the effects of the first, rendering them optically inactive.  FTP, name these mixtures of equal parts of enantiomers that do not rotate the plane of incident polarized light.


Answer: racemic mixtures or racemates

13. This opera’s lesser characters include the toy vendor, Parpignol, and Benoit.  Following the Act II waltz “Quando m’en vo’ soletta,” another lesser character, Alcindoro, is jilted and left with a large café bill.  Its beginning includes the entrance of Schaunard with food and drink, his subsequent exit, and the famous tenor aria, “Che gelida manina.”  Another aria, “Testa adorata,” actually comes from a lesser-known version of this opera by Leoncavallo.  FTP, name this Puccini opera that centers on the love of Marcello and Musetta and Rodolpho and Mimi and inspired the musical Rent.


Answer: La Boheme
14. He called sociology the science of social action and in his studies he formulated a construct for historical-comparative study known as the “ideal type.” He also introduced a six-part bureaucratic model now known as his namesake bureaucracy. The high point of his early scholarly career was the famous Freiburg Address, in which he set forth a devastating indictment of the ruling Junker aristocracy.  However, his best known work was a statement of how Calvinist predestination was linked to society’s rapid accumulation of capital.  FTP, name this sociologist who thus explained the theory of his magnum opus, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.


Answer:  Max Weber

15. Their institutions, laws, and ceremonies would not be codified until the publication of a 1672 work by Elias Ashmole.  “Extra members” like Emperor Hirohito and Victor Emmanuel III of Italy were briefly expelled during World War II.  The prelate is their highest officer, but it is the registrar who is named dean of Windsor.  Their motto of Honi soit qui mal y pense, or “Shame to him who thinks evil of it,” was uttered following a dancing incident during which Joan of Kent lost a leg band.  FTP, name this society of knights founded in 1348 by King Edward III of England.


Answer: The Most Noble Order of the Garter
16. The humor in this novel is provided by such characters as Bailie Nicol Jarvie and the servant Andrew Fairservice.  It centers on a son of the Osbaldistone family who clashes with the boorish sons of his uncle, Sir Hildebrand, particularly the youngest, Rashleigh.  Francis, our hero, contends with Rashleigh for the hand of Diana Vernon and attempts to undermine Rashleigh’s plotting prior to the Jacobite rebellion of 1715.  To that end he travels to the Highlands and enlists the aid of the title character, a member of clan Macgregor.  FTP, name this Sir Walter Scott novel about a heroic Scottish outlaw. 


Answer: Rob Roy
17. Euler’s study of the vibrations of a stretched membrane, and Daniel Bernoulli’s studies of the oscillations of a chain suspended by one end led to earlier formulations of some of them.  When Laplace’s equation is formulated in cylindrical coordinates, these functions arise in the solution.  Discovered by their namesake during a study of solutions of Kepler’s equations, they are important in describing the deformation of elastic bodies, the diffraction of light, and the flow of heat or electricity through a solid cylinder.  FTP, identify these functions named for their discoverer, a German astronomer and mathematician.


Answer: Bessel function (prompt on “cylinder function”)

18. Perhaps the greatest one of them was Angulimala, who was renowned for the garland of fingers that he kept around his neck.  They had their own dialogue, the Ramasi, and would often perform their deeds after the sacrifice of sugar.  Through the efforts of the British they became extinct in the 1830s, but they were featured prominently in Wilkie Collins’ The Moonstone and might have been the murderers in The Mystery of Edwin Drood.  FTP, identify these worshippers of Kali, whose name derives from the Sanskrit for “thief” or “rogue” and now identifies any cutthroat or ruffian.


Answer:  Thugs or Thagee (accept phonetic equivalents)  

19. While working in Kindu-Port-Empain, he became the leader of the club of evolues.  Later, after being released from prison for embezzling from the post office, he founded the MNC, the first nationwide political party in his country.  After forming a government, he was immediately forced to deal with the Katangan rebels under Moise Tshombe and later forced to deal with the rebelling army leader, Colonel Joseph Mobutu.  However, his biggest rival was President Joseph Kasavubu, whose forces orchestrated his murder in January 1961.  FTP, name this African nationalist, the first prime minister of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  


Answer:  Patrice Lumumba
20.  The location of this region is one of the primary refutations of the Vine-Matthews hypothesis.  It is believed to have a similar composition to the deeper Weichert-Gutenberg one, meaning that it consists primarily of peridotite that contains olivines as the most abundant minerals.  Postulated since certain seismic waves arrived at detecting stations sooner than expected, it is now known to lie at a depth of 35 kilometers on continents and 7 kilometers beneath the ocean.  FTP, name this interface region that separates the crust from the mantle, an area named for its Croatian discoverer.

Answer: Mohorovicic discontinuity or Moho discontinuity (NOT “Mohorovic”)

21.  He was accused of a conspiring to assassinate the emperor by Tigellinus, the commander of the emperor’s guard.  This followed his time as governor of Bithynia and first magistrate of Rome.  Tacitus also relates that after being arrested, this man committed suicide by slitting his veins and then bandaging them to delay death.  He is best known for a literary work that included the characters of Giton, Ascyltos, and the narrator, Encolpius, that was written during his time as director of elegance in Nero’s court.  FTP, name this writer, who introduced the loud-mouthed host Trimalchio in his masterpiece, the Satyricon.


Answer:  Petronius

22. According to his peoples’ world view, this deity presided over the third of the five world ages.  His name translates to “He who makes things sprout” from the Nahuatl, and in that role he was sometimes the father of the moon god, Tecciztecatl.  In his kingdom he receives those killed by leprosy among other things and rules with his consort, Chalchiuhtlicue [chal-CHEE-yoot-le-cue].  Each year a large number of children were sacrificed to him by drowning, often near one of his idols, which depicted him wearing a mask with large round eyes and long fangs.  FTP, name this Aztec rain deity.


Answer:  Tlaloc 

23. He liked to concentrate on mischievous figures with his symphonic poems as evidenced by The Water Goblin and The Noonday Witch.  At the end of his life, he turned to operas, like Rusalka, but he had first gained fame by getting a contract from Brahms’ publisher, Fritz Simrock, who successfully published this man’s Moravian Duets.  Among his other successes were the American Quintet, the Dumky Trio, and his Slavonic Dances.  His best known work arose from the Iowa melodies and African-American spirituals he picked up in the U.S. in the early 1890s.  FTP, name this Czech whose fame rests in his Symphony No. 9, From the New World.


Answer: Antonin (Leopold) Dvorak [dvor-ZHAK]

24. Shakespeare quoted a phrase from this work in Henry IV, Part II, when Pistol utters “pampered jades of Asia.”  That phrase refers to the flattery of the kings of Trezibond and Soria, who are not as loyal to the title character as Usumcasane and Techelles.  In his conquests, the title character marries Zenocrate, conquers Damascus and Babylon, and builds Samarcanda.  FTP, name this blank verse drama about a Scythian shepherd-robber by Christopher Marlowe.

Answer: Tamburlaine the Great (do not accept or prompt on just “Tamerlane”)
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Bonuses by CWRU

1. Identify the following digestive enzymes FTP each.

A. Secreted by the salivary glands, this enzyme breaks down starches 


Answer: amylase or ptyalin or diastase (do not accept “amylopsin”)

B. Found in the duodenum, this proteolytic enzyme is activated by enterokinase released from the pancreas. 


Answer: trypsin

C. Like trypsin this enzyme also disrupts peptide bonds, though it is secreted by the stomach lining and is found in gastric juice.


Answer: pepsin
2. Answer these questions about the British fight for colonial domination over India FTP each.

A. An employee of the English East India Company, during the 1750s he became the first British governor of Bengal. 


Answer: Robert Clive  

B. Clive decisively defeated the Nabob of Bengal at this 1757 battle.


Answer: Plassey

C. The battle of Plassey was seen as retribution for this 1756 occurrence that saw the death of more than 120 Englishmen.


Answer: Black Hole of Calcutta 

3. Given the protagonist of a Thomas Hardy novel, name the novel FTP each. 

A. Clym Yeobright


Answer: Return of the Native 

B. Michael Henchard


Answer: The Mayor of Casterbridge
C. Richard “Dick” Dewy


Answer: Under the Greenwood Tree  
4. Name these 20th-century art movements FTP each.

A. Founded in 1917 by Theo van Doesburg, this movement called for the rejection of expressionism and individuality in order to create work that is universal, abstract, and mechanically composed.  Piet Mondrian is the most famous artist associated with it.


Answer: De Stijl or the Style
B.  Wassily Kandinsky and Franz Marc founded this movement in Munich in 1911.


Answer: Der Blau Reiter or the Blue Rider
C. In the 1980s a number of European and American artists, such as Anselm Kiefer and David Salle began this movement, a revival of figurative and narrative painting.


Answer: neoexpressionism

5. Name these things related to computing, FTP each.

A. Supposedly named in homage to an Iranian mathematician, this word describes a set of finite steps that accomplish a task.


Answer: algorithm [Al-Khawarizmi is the name of the mathematician.]

B. This sorting algorithm, described by Hoare in 1962, employs the essential strategy of “divide and conquer.”


Answer: quicksort 

C. This other sorting algorithm starts with a list that contains one item and builds an ever-larger sorted list by putting the items to be sorted, one at a time, into their correct positions on that list.


Answer: insertion sort 
6. Name these US senators elected in 2000 for the stated number of points. 

A. For 5 points, This New York Democrat is a former first lady.


Answer: Hillary Clinton
B. For 5 points, This New Jersey Democrat and former CEO of Goldman Sachs spent approximately 50 million dollars to defeat Bubba Franks.


Answer: John Corzine

C. For 10 points, This Virginia Republican was a former governor.


Answer: George Allen

D. For 10 points, This Rhode Island Republican was a former Senate appointee.

 
Answer: Lincoln Chaffee 

7. Answer these questions about the plays of Anton Chekov FTP each. 

A. In this work the playwright Treplyev kills the title object to show Nina his affection for her and then kills himself.  


Answer: The Seagull
B. In this play, a retired professor and his 27-year-old second wife go to a rural estate where his daughter and the title character live.


Answer: Uncle Vanya
C. This young man is the brother of the Prozorov females in the Three Sisters.


Answer: Andrei

8. Name these anthropologists given the location of their famous fieldwork FTP each. 

A. His studies of the Kwakiutl Indians of Vancouver Island occurred before he became the first professor of anthropology at Columbia University.


Answer: Franz Boas
B. Argonauts of the Western Pacific is just one of the works that details his studies of the Trobriand Islanders.


Answer: Bronislaw Malinowski  

C. His studies of the island of Bali contributed to 1973’s The Interpretation of Cultures.


Answer: Clifford Geertz
9. Given the colonial name of a nation, identify its current name FTP each.

A. French Somaliland


Answer: Djibouti  

B. Bechuanaland


Answer: Botswana   

C. Ellice Islands


Answer: Tuvalu
10. Name these things relating to the rings of Saturn FTP each. 

A. The largest of the gaps, it separates the A and B rings.  By the way it’s named for an Italian astronomer.


Answer: Cassini division

B. This gap that splits the A ring was discovered by its namesake scientist using a simple telescope.


Answer: Encke gap

C. This ring extends the furthest from Saturn between 180,000 to 480,000 km.


Answer: E ring

11. Answer the following about an ancient guy for the stated number of points.  

A. For 5 points, In 333 BC he defeated an army led by Darius III at the Battle of Issus.


Answer: Alexander the Great or Alexander III of Macedon

B. For 15 points, Alexander’s conquest of the Persian Empire began after he crossed the Hellespont with some 35,000 troops and defeated a Persian army commanded by the Greek mercenary Memnon at this site.


Answer: Battle of Granicus River
C. For 10 points, In 331 BC, on the plains of Arbela, the Greeks outflanked the Persians, crushing their rear at this battle.  Darius and his army fled and Persia was finally captured.


Answer: Battle of Gaugamela
12. Name these Latin American poets FTP each.

A. Poetry collections like Desolation and Sonnets of Death helped win her the 1945 Nobel in Literature.


Answer: Gabriela Mistral or Lucila Godoy Alcayaga
B. He wrote the 1923 collection Fervor of Buenos Aires and founded the South American branch of the Ultraisme poetry movement.  He’s better known for his short narrative fiction.


Answer: Jose Louis Borges
C. This member of the Modernist movement was recognized for such poetry collections as Azul, Prosas Profanas, and Cantos de vida y esperanza.


Answer: Rubén Darío or Felix Ruben Garcia-Sarmiento
13. Name these Egyptian deities for the stated number of points.

A. For 5 points, She was the wife of Osiris.


Answer: Isis

B. For 10 points, This ibis-headed god had dominion over wisdom and learning.


Answer: Thoth

C. For 15 points, This god of the Nile was shown as an overweight man with the breasts of a woman.


Answer: Hapi    

14. Name these 20th-century English composers FTP each.

A. Among his nine symphonies is Flower of the Field, but he’s probably best known for his Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis.

Answer: Ralph Vaughan Williams
B. His operas adapted from literary works include Peter Grimes and Billy Budd.


Answer: Benjamin Britten
C. His first success was the satiric suite, Façade, which he followed up with other pieces like the oratorio Belshazzar’s Feast and Portsmouth Point.


Answer: William Walton
15. Name these apparatuses you might find in a physics lab, FTP each.

A. It measures a small electrical current or a function of the current by deflection of a moving coil.  The deflection is a mechanical rotation derived from forces resulting from the current.  By the way, it’s not an ammeter


Answer: Galvanometer

B. It measures radiation by means of the rise in temperature of a blackened metal strip in one of the arms of a resistance bridge.


Answer: Bolometer

C. It indicates and records time-varying electrical quantities, such as current and voltage. Two types include the electromagnetic and cathode-ray varieties.


Answer: Oscillograph (do not accept “oscilloscope”)

16. In 843 AD, Charles the Bald and Louis the German gathered to split up the remnants of the Frankish kingdom with their weaker brother, Lothair I.  FTP each:

A. At which site in northeastern France did they meet?


Answer: Verdun
B. The three men were all sons of this Frankish king.


Answer: Louis I or Louis the Pious
C. Earlier, in 833 at this site, Louis the German and Lothair I had Louis the Pious deposed and briefly imprisoned with their brother Charles the Bald.


Answer: Field of Lies
17. Answer the following about a certain group of works FTP each.

A. In all there were 154 of them and they were published in 1609 by Thomas Thorpe, though most of them were written before 1600.


Answer: Shakespeare’s Sonnets
B. Shakespeare opened Sonnet 18 with this line that precedes, “Thou art more lovely and more temperate.”


Answer: Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
C. The then earl of Southampton was just one of the men to whom Shakespeare could have been referring to in the dedication with these initials.


Answer: Mr. W.H.
18. Name these saints from descriptions FTP each. 

A. He was a member of the Praetorian Guard, whose secret practice of Christianity was found out by Diocletian.  Diocletian had him shot full of arrows, and when he remained unharmed, he was beaten to death.


Answer: Saint Sebastian
B. He was said to have been flayed with wool combs and beheaded during the reign of Emperor Licinius.  According to legend, he saved a child choking on a fishbone, leading to his appointment as the patron saint of throat ailments.


Answer: Saint Blaise
C. In 1610 this patron saint of writers helped find the Order of the Visitation of Our Lady specifically for persons debarred by physical handicaps from entry into other orders.


Answer: Saint Francis of Sales
19. Give the molecular formulas of these chemical compounds for the stated number of points.

A. For 5 points, glucose


Answer: C6 H12 O6
B. For 10 points, periodic [purr-eye-OH-dick] acid


Answer: H I O4
C. For 15 points, aniline


Answer: C6 H7 N

20. Answer these questions concerning Abyssinia's resistance to colonization FTP each.

A. This emperor forced the submission of Ethiopia's princes, repulsed Egyptian expansionism in 1875-76, and limited the Italians to the Eritrean coast.


Answer: Yohannes IV 

B. Yohannes IV was succeeded by this emperor, the former king of Shewa and an important figure in Rastafarianism.


Answer: Menelik II   

C. In this March 1, 1896 battle, the Ethiopians defeated the Italians ensuring the territorial integrity of Abyssinia.


Answer: Battle of Adowa

21. Given a Madonna, identify the painter FTP each.

A. Madonna of the Rocks

Answer: Leonardo Da Vinci (either name acceptable)

B. Madona with Canon Van der Paele

Answer: Jan van Eyck
C. Madonna of the Pesaro Family 


Answer: Titian or Tiziano Vecellio
