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Toss-Up Questions

1. One section discusses Kant’s confusion of predication with synthesis. This work also presents the example of the Antipodeans, who lack the words to describe their conscious states, in the section “Persons Without Minds.” Contrasting the edifying projects of Heidegger, Dewey, and Wittgenstein with more systematic philosophers, this work argues that one should view philosophy as a culturally bound conversation.  FTP, identify this work which argues against the metaphor of mind as reflecting the world, written by Richard Rorty.

Answer:  Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature
2. Rica writes about this event three times in the Persian Letters and in letter 142, Montesquieu allegorizes it with the story of an obsessed classicist.  The Royal Bank was modeled after the Wisselbank of Amsterdam and the Duke of Orleans’ influence was the greatest cause for its start.  Two years after its creation the Compagnie d’Occident was re-organized as the Compagnie des Indes.  Despite monopolies on a number of products, the inflation of stock price led to worthless money and the loss of public confidence in John Law’s policies.  For 10 points, name this French financial scandal of the 1710’s.

Answer: Mississippi Bubble
3. The primary use of this principle is in making band assignments and deducing the relative shapes of two different electronic states. It allows the prediction of vertical transitions from classical turning points, and assumes that nuclear locations do not change until after their electrons have adopted their final distributions. An extension of the Born-Oppenheimer approximation, FTP, name this principle which states that in fast reactions such as transitions of electron states, there is no time for geometry to change.

Answer: Franck-Condon principle

4. In the sixth stanza, the speaker states that “The words are purposes, the words are maps” and then in the next stanza clarifies that her interest is in “the thing itself and not the myth,” despite the opening of the poem, which describes her as “first having read the book of myths.” The second stanza describes the ladder, and following the poet’s descent, she describes “the drowned face always staring towards the sun”, an allusion to the masthead. Following this, she describes herself as mermaid and merman, and compares herself to the ship she is examining. FTP, identify this poem that uses a metaphor of undersea exploration, a work written by Adrienne Rich.

Answer: Diving Into The Wreck
5. Its composer described it as a “gift to the nation” and his recent study of Bach’s concertos lent much to the polyphony of the opening, an extended sonata structure in B flat.  Especially notable are the solo violin passage in the first Infirma nostri corporis and the entry of the boys’ choir in Gloria Patri Domino.  The first movement is built around the hymn Veni Creator Spiritus while the last scene of Goethe’s Faust: Part II forms the basis for the second.  The composer’s intent for the piece remains unknown, but its 1910 premiere is considered his greatest triumph.  For 10 points, name this Mahler symphony, his eighth, that requires a lot of people to perform.


Answer: Symphony of a Thousand
6. This work offers a refutation of reductionism, in that it argues for the primacy of chunking more inclusive concepts instead of breaking things down analytically. Using examples like calculating the area of a parallelogram, this work posits four fundamental mental processes: “reorganization”, ‘restructuring”, “insight”, and “understanding.” Also using anecdotal examples like Einstein’s discovery of relativity, this work demonstrates how one goes from a “bad gestalt” in seeing a problem, to a “good gestalt.” FTP, identify this posthumously published work on human creativity, written by Max Wertheimer.

Answer: Productive Thinking
7. An autosomal dominant genetic disease, it is caused by a defect in FBN-1, a fibrillin extracellular glycoprotein. Manifestations of this disease include bilateral dislocation of the lens and increased axial length of the globe leading to retinal detachment, mitral valve prolapse, and cystic medionecrosis leading to aortic aneurysm and rupture. However, its best known symptoms are associated with ligaments, leading to laxity of joint, kyphosis, scoliosis, and long tapering fingers and toes. FTP, name this genetic disease, whose most striking manifestation, excessively tall stature, was demonstrated by Abraham Lincoln.

Answer: Marfan syndrome

8. Late in his life, while living at his palace in Fassolo, he broke up a plot on his life led by the Fieschi family. This prince of Melfi actually began his career in the service of Innocent VIII and King Ferdinand of Naples. His capture of the Barbary corsair Cadolin and his quelling of the Corsican Revolt led him to work for Francis I under who he raised the Siege of Marseilles. Eventually Charles V made him de facto ruler of his hometown of Genoa. FTP identify this Italian admiral whose name graced a luxury liner that famously collided with the S.S. Stockholm in 1956.

Answer: Andrea Doria
9. The two kneeling donors, dressed in flowing, red and blue robes respectively, flank the entrance to the barrel vault that houses the main scene. The lowest section of the work, linked with a tomb below, shows the words “What you are, I once was, what I am, you will become” inscribed above a skeleton on a sarcophagus. In the main scene, the Virgin extends her hand, while St. John stares up at God the Father who stands on a ledge behind Jesus in, FTP, what 1425 fresco in the Santa Maria de Novella by Massacio.

Answer: The Holy Trinity with the Virgin, St. John and Two Donors

10. This novel makes references to The Three Musketeers as in the conclusion, “20 Years After,” which features a meeting between two men, Taffy Wynne and Gecko, who had been acquainted with the doomed protagonists. The heroine, who is haunted by the death of Jeannot, cannot recall a carriage ride around the Place de La Concorde where she purportedly blew off her friends. The extent of her condition is finally revealed when a portrait prompts her to perform Chopin on the spot. This helps Sandy understand how Little Billee’s former love, the titular Irish model, was able to become the greatest singer in Europe. FTP identify this work that features the hypnotist Svengali and started a namesake hat rage in Europe, a novel by George Du Maurier.


Answer: Trilby

11. Key moments in this battle included the deployment of secretly stashed harquebuses and the decision by various commanders to turn against their purported general for being a commoner. After marching to Gifu, only to find out it had fallen, one side set up a defensive position at the title location near the Fuji River. The battle began with the charge of Fukushima and the treachery of Shimazu, eventually Ishida’s forces were driven back towards Mount Nangu where Toyatomi’s former general mopped them up. FTP identify this battle of the year 1600 after which Tokugawa Ieyasu took power.

Answer: Sekigahara

12. This mineral can be synthetically created by the Verneuil process by means of an inverted oxyhydrogen torch. Often containing a small amount of iron oxide, it often weathers to other minerals like margarite and sillimanite. With a hexagonal crystal structure, its common varieties are often used as abrasives in mixtures called emery. FTP, name this aluminum oxide mineral whose varieties include aquamarine, sapphire, and ruby.

Answer: corundum
13. The novel comes to a close after a call is placed to Mr. Geoffroy that identifies one of the protagonists, which then allows Miss Ferry to express her disapproval of the whole adventure. Eric Lyles and his “mum” are continually intruding on a couple that try to distinguish themselves from their fellow tourists by claiming that they are travelers. After leaving Tunner behind in the second section, The Earth’s Sharp Edge, one character falls ill, while the other is kidnapped by Belqassim and forced to join his harem. The innocent fun of the first part, Tea in the Sahara, is shattered as Kit and Port Moresby lose themselves in, FTP, what 1949 work by Paul Bowles.

Answer: The Sheltering Sky
14. This Queen is the only royal in English history whose funeral effigy shows a sitting figure.  The daughter of Anne Hyde, early in her life she was advised in matters of the treasury by the ‘duumvirs’, her olds Godolphin, and corresponded with another of her favorites under the pseudonym Mrs. Morley.  Later she depended heavily on the guidance of Abigail Masham and Robert Hartley whose policies eventually brought on the South Sea Bubble.  The mother of seventeen children who all died before maturity, she was succeeded by the Hanovers.  For 10 points name this English Queen who succeeded William and Mary and was followed by George I.

Answer: Anne
15 The trouble in this play begins when the writings from the sacred oracle are stolen. The climax occurs during a heated argument between two servants, as one threatens to turn the other into a meatball, the other threatens to twitch the lashes off the other’s eyes. The slaves’ owner, Demus, owns Nicias and Demosthenes, but favors the hypocritical Paphlagonian, yet by the end the roles are reversed as Agoracritus, the Sausage-Seller, bests the fawning slave who is really meant to represent a tyrant of Athens. FTP, identify this play by Aristophanes, written to satirize Cleon.

Answer: The Knights
16. The Trinity Islands, visible off this island’s southwest coast, are part of the wildlife refuge that comprises two-thirds of the island.  Fort Abercrombie was built on the island during World War II, when its population peaked at about 25,000.  Home to the reliquary of the Russian Orthodox saint Herman, its first settlement was founded at Three Saint’s Bay in 1794 by Grigory Shelikof, whose namesake strait separates the island from the Alaska Peninsula.  For 10 points – name this island, home to a particular species of brown bear.

Answer: Kodiak Island

17. A subplot in this novel involves the discovery of corruption in Algiers that precipitates the death of Adeline’s uncle. Baron Montes and Monsieur Crevel both fight over the randy Mme. Marneffe who initially aids the main character in getting back at the Baron, who ends up in the slums for a brief time. The need for revenge is precipitated by Hortense’s decision to pursue Count Steinbock, a Polish sculptor and the imaginary boyfriend of the title figure. Eventually the Hulots are all made to pay but Lisbeth dies lonely and depressed in, FTP, what work about a family relation by Balzac. 

Answer: Cousin Bette or La Cousine Bette

18. This theologian’s lesser known works include Christ the Center and Meditations on the Cross, while his first work was on the sociology of religion, Sanctorum Communio. He tried to trace the influence of transcendental philosophy on Christianity in his monumental Act and Being, while his most famous work examines what it means to be a follower of Jesus. A founder of the Confessing Church with Karl Barth, his involvement in protests as well as a later plot to murder Hitler led to his execution. FTP, identify this German theologian and author of The Cost of Discipleship.

Answer: Dietrich Bonhoeffer
19. In one story he was chased from Asterius’ court and fled to Asia Minor where he founded Miletus. Another story describes him as the son of Laodameia who ruled Lycia and helped his brother Priam during the Trojan War. In a memorable scene from the Iliad, Apollo anointed him with ambrosia and cleaned his body after he was killed by Patroclus causing his father, Zeus, to weep for him. FTP identify this brother of Minos and Europa.

Answer: Sarpedon
20. The relationship between the weak version of this phenomenon and heavy fermion superconductivity is a topic of much current research. Occurring mostly in transition metal and rare earth oxides, it is found below 120 Kelvin in manganese oxide and 280 Kelvin in dichromium trioxide, but has been observed at over 600K in some lanthanum compounds.  Unlike in ferrimagnetism, the cancellation of atomic moments is complete, so there is no net moment. Materials that can exhibit this behavior do so only below the Neel point; above that point, show paramagnetism. FTP, name the behavior resulting when neighboring magnetic moments in a material are in an antiparallel alignment; the opposite of a more familiar form of magnetism.


Answer: antiferromagnetism
21. The protagonist of this short story discovers The Abbot, by Sir Walter Scott after the former tenant of his apartment dies. After making a promise, the title character is frustrated in his attempts to visit the title location, being forced to recite The Arab’s Farewell to his Steed to his aunt in order to get the money. Once he gets there, however, he realizes his foolishness, and realizes the emptiness of his love for Mangan’s sister. FTP, identify this short story concerning a visit to the title bazaar, a story in Dubliners by James Joyce.


Answer: Araby
22. This painting is known for the zigzag of characters and paths that leads the viewers eyes into the background.  In the middle right a flock of sheep walks down to a river and on the next hill a man stands next to several cattle below an Italian castle.  Two white doves lead the central figures up from the river they have just been ferried across as the ferryman rows away.  The central group are separated by a donkey covered with a red blanket as Joseph walks behind holding the animals reigns.  For 10 points, name this Carracci painting that features Jesus, Mary, and Joseph escaping from Herod.


Answer: Flight into Egypt
23. Its namesake was known as “Radical Jack” and served as British ambassador to Russia from 1835 to 1837; however he is more famous for the six-month visit that produced this report.  The report condemned the Family Compact, which it described as a “Tory Clique,” and recommended reorganizing the government to counter American influence and to solve the problem of “two nations warring in the bosom of a single state.”  For 10 points – name this 1841 document that recommended the merger of Upper and Lower Canada.

Answer: Durham Report or Report on the Affairs of British North America
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Bonus Questions

1. Answer the following about a novel and its author FTPE:

A.This novel, named for a dance, begins with Nelida’s letter to Mrs. Etcheparre and tries to explain why she must see Juan Carlos before he dies of tuberculosis.

Answer: Heartbreak Tango or Boquitas Pintadas

B.Heartbreak Tango was written by this author of The Buenos Aires Affairand The Kiss of the Spider Woman.

Answer: Manuel Puig
C.Puig’s first novel, it focuses primarily on the life of 15 year old Toto Casals who tries to escape the boredom of life on the Pampas by going to the movies.

Answer: Betrayed by Rita Hayworth or La Traicion de Rita Hayworth

2. Identify these events in the Peloponnesian War FTP each.

A. Considered the most illustrious Spartan general during the Archidamian War, this man took Acanthus and Stagirus and raised other rebellions in Thrace.


Answer: Brasidas
B. Brasidas had taken this Greek city once before, and he routed the Athenians there again in 422. Both he and his rival Cleon died during the battle.


Answer: Amphipolis
C. In 421, this peace named after a Athenian general was negotiated. Although it was supposed to last for 50 years, Sparta soon broke the terms of the alliance.

Answer: Peace of Nicias
3. Identify the composers of these notable waltzes FTPE:

A. The Emperor Waltz; The Blue Danube

Answer: Johann Strauss, Jr. or the Younger
B. Valse Triste

Answer: Jean Sibelius
C. The Skater’s Waltz

Answer: Emil Waldteufel

4. Identify these variants of the ideal gas law FTPE. 

A. One of the earlier improvements of the ideal gas law was this variant, which uses two added constants “a” and “b” and is named after a Dutch physical chemist. 

Answer: Van der Waals equation 

B. This equation modifies the ideal gas law by subtracting constant b from the molar volume, and by increasing the pressure by a constant proportional to the inverse square root of the temperature. 

Answer: Redlich - Kwong equation 

C. More general than the Redlich-Kwong equation, this series expresses the compressibility factor Z as proportional to the temperature and molar concentration, with constants divided by increasing powers of the molar volume. 

Answer: virial series 

5. Answer these questions about the Scottish Enlightenment FTPE:

A. Sometimes known as the Scottish school of philosophy, this group of men including Thomas Brook and James Mackintosh sought to vindicate the natural judgment of humans.

Answer: Common Sense
B. This man was the principal exponent of Common Sense philosophy. He criticized Hume’s work in such collections as Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man.

Answer: Thomas Reid
C. This man is best known for his work on logic, including his extension of quantification. He is also known for his demands for reform of English universities.

Answer: Sir William Hamilton
6. Identify these “buddy novels” none of which are The Amazing Adventures of Hillemann and Hentzel, FTPE:

A. This John Steinbeck novel features the author with his eponymous French poodle driving around the United States in the car Rocinante.

Answer: Travels with Charley
B. This novel of the Edo period in Japan was so popular it led to a rise in Tokyo paper prices. Written by Jippensha Ikku, it concerns the travels of Kita and Yaji down the Tokaido highway.

Answer: Hiza-Kurige also accept Knee-Chesnut Horse or Shank’s Mare
C. This novel by Ilf and Petrov concerns the travels of Ostap Bender and Ippolit Vorobyaninov looking for the title objects, one of which is filled with jewels.

Answer: The Twelve Chairs
7. For 10 points each, identify the following about a diplomat.

A. The personal secretary of Tage Erlander, he joined the Swedish Parliament in 1958 and was elected prime minister in 1969 and 1982.

Answer: Olof Palme
B. Palme’s opposition to US policy in Vietnam and acceptance of US deserters strained his relations with the US.  Previously he had studied at this Ohio liberal arts College.

Answer: Kenyon College

C. During his break from the premiership, Palme served as UN special envoy to mediate this conflict.

Answer: the Iran-Iraq war

8. Identify these concepts from computer science FTP each.

A. Huffman coding and minimum-spanning-tree algorithms are classified as these types of algorithms that always make the locally optimal solution in the hope that it will lead to the globally optimal solution.

Answer: greedy algorithms

B. Another example of a greedy algorithm is this solution of the single-source shortest path problem on a weighted, directed graph in which all edge weights are nonnegative. It is named for a recently deceased Dutch computer scientist.

Answer: Dijkstra's algorithm

C. This data structure is a dynamic set with a head and a tail, with a delete operation such that  the element deleted has been in the set for the longest time.

Answer: queue
9. Identify these characters from the life of that rascally foundling Tom Jones FTPE:

A.This daughter of the game keeper, Black Jack, is rugged and enjoys the company of men, She seduces Tom early on in his life and teaches him a few things.

Answer: Molly Seagrim (accept either name)
B.This is Tom’s primary love interest throughout the novel, a kind, generous heroine she is pursued, but ultimately rejects, Master Blifil.

Answer: Sophia Western (prompt on just last name)

C.This teacher, who has a passion for speaking in Latin non-sequiturs, is accused of being Tom’s father early on in the book. This results in his and Jenny Jones’ dismissal.

Answer: Partridge
10. Name these historical regions of Canada for 10 points each.

A. The land granted to the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1670 was known by this name. It was named in honor of the Company’s first governor, the losing Royalist commander at Marston Moor and Naseby.

Answer: Rupert’s Land

B. Verrazano originally named a region near Delaware for an idyllic Peloponnesian plain; mistranscribed, that name came to refer to the land that is now the maritime provinces.

Answer: Acadia

C. This was the original name of the Red River Colony; after 1882 it was used to refer to a district of the Northwest Territories now located in southern Saskatchewan.

Answer: Assiniboia (a-sih-nih-boy-uh)

11. Answer these questions related to diseases of the stomach FTPE.

A. Peptic ulcers are often caused by infection with this bacteria.


Answer: Helicobacter pylori or Campylobacter pylori

B. This hormone is produced by the pylorus and duodenum, and stimulates cells in the antrum of the stomach to produce acid.


Answer: gastrin
C. Characterized by recurrent peptic ulcers or jejunal ulcers, it is caused by a gastrin-secreting islet cell tumor of the pancreas that leads to overproduction of gastric acid.


Answer: Zollinger-Ellison syndrome

12. Answer these questions about an ancient religious group FTPE:

A. Coming from the Celtic for “oak tree”, these men acted as priests, and Caesar reports them practicing in the forests throughout Gaul.

Answer: Druids
B. The Druids believed in one god, whose name means “the life of everything”, and historians claim an affinity between  this god and a similarly sounding Phoenician god whose name means “master.”

Answer:  Be’al
C. This plant, which featured prominently in Druid rituals, was cut from an oak tree with a golden sickle. 

Answer: mistletoe

13. Answer these questions about a movement in the practice of the law, FTPE:

A. Popular both in Scandinavia and the United States, this theory holds that the written law does not determine the outcome of cases, and that the law should be used as a tool for social purposes.

Answer: legal realism
B. This American jurist is the most famous proponent of legal realism. Author of The Common Law, this “Great Dissenter” was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1902.


Answer: Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.
C. Another classic example of legal realism is the work of this federal appeals court judge, who wrote Law and the Modern Mind and Courts on Trial.


Answer: Jerome Frank

14. Identify these works by Washington Irving FTPE:

A. Bracebridge Hall is the sequel to this collection of stories including “Rip Van Winkle” and “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.”

Answer: The Sketchbook of Geoffrey Crayon, Gentleman

B.  This collection of thirty two stories are divided into four groups. They contain “The Bold Dragoon,” “The Money Diggers,” and “The Devil and Tom Walker.”

Answer: Tales of a Traveller
C. This narrative is based on the papers of a real life graduate of West Point. Irving bad met him while at the home of Astor, and this work forms a sequel to Astoria.

Answer: The Adventures of Captain Bonneville

15. Answer the following about stuff relating to the Monroe Doctrine FTPE:

A.Named for a Massachusetts Republican and prompted by a Japanese attempt to purchase land in California, this 1912 addition expanded the Monroe Doctrine to include eastern powers and corporations.

Answer: Lodge corollary

B.This doctrine set forth by a namesake Argentine diplomat in 1868 argued that foreign powers that held property in Latin American states should obey the courts within those nations and not intervene militarily.

Answer: Calvo Doctrine

C.This addition to the Monroe Doctrine was enunciated by the sitting president in 1904 when the Dominican Republic was threatened with intervention by European Powers.

Answer: Roosevelt corollary

16. Identify the following about a famous baroque sculptor, for 10 points each:

A. This French sculptor was occasionally in vogue at Court and designed works like Perseus and Andromeda and Alexander and Diogenes.

Answer: Pierre Puget
B. This Puget sculpture shows a nude man being attacked by a tiny lion as his hand is caught in a split stump.

Answer: Milon de Croton or Milo of Crotona
C. In this 1661 marble, a warrior leans back on his shield, sitting on a lion skin.  Originally intended for the Chateau of Vaux, this piece belonged to Colbert.

Answer: Hercules at Rest
17. Identify these concepts from mathematics FTP each.

A. This French mathematician’s postulate states that if N is greater than 1, then there is at least one prime P for which P is strictly between N and 2 times N.

Answer: Bertrand’s postulate

B. This problem, published without proof in 1770, states that for every integer K greater than 1, there is a constant N of K such that every positive integer can be expressed as the sum of N of K Kth powers.

Answer: Waring’s problem

C. This man’s criterion states that if P is an odd prime and P doesn’t divide A, then X squared congruent to A mod P is solvable iff and only if A to the quantity (P minus 1) divided by 2th power is congruent to 1 mod P.

Answer: Euler’s criterion

18. In 1660, “Parliament voted that the bodies” of four men “should be taken up out of their graves in the Abbey, and drawn to the gallows, and there hanged and buried under it”. For 10 points each, name these men whose exhuming Pepys opposed:

A An officer in the New Model Army, he purchased Henry VIII’s palace Nonsuch.  His troops later expelled the MP’s who favored negotiating with Charles I in his namesake ‘Purge’.

Answer: Thomas Pride
B. A leader of Parliamentary forces during the Civil War, he became Lord Protector of England from 1653 to 1658 during the Commonwealth.


Answer: Oliver Cromwell

C. His “Remonstrance of the Army” provided ideological foundation for the assault on the monarchy and his “Heads of the Proposals” created a constitutional scheme for division of political power.


Answer: Henry Ireton
19. Egyptian gods FTPE:

A.The center of worship for this crocodile headed god was the Faiyum, he was believed to bring fertility to the Nile’s waters and he often wore plumes on his head.

Answer: Sobek or Sebek
B.Sobek was later associated with this supreme sun god of the Egyptians. This god created humans from his tears and fought the serpent of darkness Apep every night to insure that morning would arrive.

Answer: Re or Ra
C.This lion headed goddess was the wife of Ptah and would often accompany the Pharao into battle. She was the more martial aspect of the cow headed Hathor.

Answer: Sekhmet or Sakhmet
20. Answer the following about a novel and its author 5-5-10-10:

A.[5] This 1919 work focuses on the development of Emil Sinclair, a bookish young boy who finds solace through his friendship with the title character.

Answer: Demian
B.[5] What author of In Sight of Chaos and Siddartha wrote Demian?

Answer: Herman Hesse
C.[10] After meeting the theology student Pistorius, Emil Sinclair and Max Demian are introduced to the myth of this demon god, who combines all the elements of good and evil.


Answer: Abraxas
D.[10] As the novel begins the protagonist is being bullied by this boy who chastises Emil for not stealing the apples. But after Demian intervenes he leaves Emil alone.


Answer: Franz Kromer (Either name is acceptable)

Name these regions of Italy from cities found in them, for the stated number of points.

A. (5) La Spezia, San Remo, Genoa

Answer: Liguria
B. (5) Salerno, Naples

Answer: Campania

C. (10) Cosenza, Catanzaro, Reggio, Crotone

Answer: Calabria
D. (10) Parma, Ravenna, Bologna

Answer: Emilia-Romagna
