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Toss-Up Questions
1. The founder and namesake of this dynasty left his territory after a decade to manage land in Friesland left to him by his father.  Its early rulers worshipped the pagan idol Perun, who would be replaced by Elijah after the arrival of Christianity to the realm.  After the uneventful rule of Yaropolk, two great rulers would follow, with the latter being Yaroslav the Wise.  Founded circa 862 CE by its namesake Varangian prince, it would remain in power until 1598.  FTP, name this dynasty that ended with the death of Fyodor I and which had ruled Russia for more than 700 years.

Answer: Rurik dynasty

2. The protagonist of this novel is worried about the Rosenberg trial and attempts to lose her virginity to a U.N. interpreter, but he rejects her.  That virginity is finally lost to a math professor named Irwin, after the protagonist avoided being raped by Marco in New York City.  Other characters include Buddy Willard, the protagonist’s boyfriend, and Philomena Guinea, the novelist who pays for her treatment.  FTP, name this novel which includes a description of the shock therapy applied to Esther Greenwood, an autobiographical work by Sylvia Plath.

Answer: The Bell Jar
3. A site of countercurrent multiplier systems, diuretics such as furosemide and bumetanide act here.  Ending at the macula densa, it is divided into two thin and two thick portions.  The descending arm is very permeable to water, but not permeable to salts, while the ascending limb is not permeable to water, but is permeable to salts and later actively reabsorbs them.  Entering into the medulla of the kidney, FTP, name this circular part of the nephron named after its discoverer.

Answer: loop of Henle
4. In 1973 he traveled to Moscow as part of the East-West Trade Policy Committee to negotiate trade protocols with the USSR.  Nixon’s Secretary of Labor for eighteen-months, after that time he became director of the Office of Management and Budget.  Quitting government service in 1974, he became president and director of the Bechtel Group, and as Secretary of State he pushed for close relations with Saddam Hussein in an attempt to win a two billion dollar oil pipeline deal for Bechtel.  Resigning to become Secretary of State in 1982, this is, FTP, what member of the Reagan Cabinet?

Answer: George Schultz
5. This novel opens with the narrator slipping into a reverie about his childhood at Blackstable, where he first met the subject of his scholarship.  At the end of the novel, the narrator discovers that his former lover ran off with Lord George Kemp because he was a perfect gentleman.  She is on his mind because Alroy Kear, a fellow novelist, has asked him for help in writing a biography of Edward Driffield.  The “skeleton in the cupboard” of the subtitle is Rosie, Driffield’s first wife.  FTP, identify this novel narrated by Willie Ashenden, a work of W. Somerset Maugham.


Answer: Cakes and Ale
6. It ended by disbanding after a plebiscite in October after reinforcements arrived from Marche.  It began with embarkation from Quarto and included major conflicts at Calatafimi and finally at the Volturno River.  The primary opponent was Francis II, who was decisively defeated at Milazzo after failing to stop a landing at Marsala.  Its success was largely guaranteed by the incompetence of Bourbon opposition and within a few weeks Messina and Palermo had also fallen.  FTP, identify this campaign that overthrew the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, which was led by Giuseppe Garibaldi and which was named for the approximate number of participants.

Answer: Expedition of the Thousand (accept equivalents)

7. The poet composed it at Pisa, copying the form of Aeschylus’ Persae.  Its most notable lyrics are found in the chorus of captive women, while its most memorable scene might be the vision on the fall of Stamboul called up by the old Jew Ahasuerus.  Its principal character is the Sultan Mahmud, who learns from successive messengers in his empire of the revolt that inspired this work.  Inspired by the Greek proclamation of independence, FTP, identify this 1822 lyrical drama by Percy Shelley titled after an ancient name for Greece.


Answer: Hellas
8. This device operates at a temperature of 850°C, and its temperature is maintained by the current generated.  This device is operated first by purifying the sample by dissolving it in sodium hydroxide and filtering the insoluble constituents.  The hydroxide is precipitated by adding carbon dioxide, and the resulting oxide is mixed with cryolite and made molten using graphite anodes.  Named for the two discoverers who determined how to extract the product from bauxite, FTP, identify this electrolytic cell used for the industrial preparation of aluminum.


Answer: Hall-Heroult cell

9. The first of them is in three movements with an introductory first movement with a two-section melody.  The final was for string orchestra and the only one to not have double titles.  The sixth was for flute and bassoon, while the first and fifth were both for eight cellos.  That fifth, the most popular of them, included a spirited Danza with a melody meant to suggest birds of the title country.  The ninth and final one was composed in 1945, the year of Getulio Vargas’ overthrow.  FTP, name this series of nine nationalistic compositions inspired by the music of J. S. Bach and composed by Heitor Villa-Lobos.

Answer: Bachianas Brasileiras
10. He was born Meyer Schkolnick, though he Americanized his name after winning a scholarship to Temple University.  Works by this social scientist include Social Theory and Social Structure and On Theoretical Sociology.  He and his most famous colleague postulated ideas on mass media in “Mass Communication, Popular Taste, and Organized Social Action,” as well as 1946’s Mass Persuasion: The Social Psychology of a War Bond Drive.  He revealed the inefficiency of bureaucracies and coined the phrase “goal displacement.”  A collaborator with Paul Lazarsfeld, FTP, identify this sociologist who utilized the concept of anomie.


Answer: Robert K. Merton
11. Every membership card came with a little red song book carrying the motto “To Fan the Flames of Discontent” and containing songs like “Pie in the Sky” and “Hallelujah, I’m a Bum” by men like Ralph Chaplin and T-Bone Slim.  Their most famous strikes include miners in Goldfield Nevada, silk workers at Paterson, New Jersey, and iron miners in the Mesabi Range of Minnesota.  Daniel De Leon and his followers were expelled for their Marxist views in 1908, just three years after the organization was founded in Chicago from the Western Federation of Mines.  FTP, identify this Syndicalist organization led by Eugene V. Debs and Big Bill Haywood.
Answer: IWW or Industrial Workers of the World or Wobblies
12. The final lines are “Half a foot long, as reward, your glorious rod, dear poet / Proudly shall strut from your loins, when but your dearest commands, / Nor shall your member grow weary until you’ve enjoyed the full dozen / Artful positions the great Philainis describes.”  The first and last poems in this collection are unnumbered.  The thirteenth describes Priapus summoned to stand next to his mother.  Never intended for publication, Schiller published them in Die Horen.  Erotic rather than mournful, FTP, identify this collection of twenty-four poems by Goethe named for their imitation of Propertius and Catullus.
Answer: Roman Elegies or Römische Elegien
13. It was proposed independently by its two co-discoverers to account for the null result of the Michelson-Morley experiment.  Generally regarded as negligible in real world systems, the original hypothesis proposing it regarded it as a real one accompanying the absolute motion of the body.  It states that the length of a moving body in an alternate frame of reference equals the square root of one minus the velocity squared divided by the speed of light squared.  FTP, identify this aspect of special relativity that suggests the contraction of a moving body in the direction of its motion.


Answer: Lorentz-Fitzgerald contraction (accept either name)
14. It is only the state of avaidya that prevents one from acknowledging it.  It is used as a proper noun in the Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad to identify the Person who split into male and female halves to create the universe.  Conceptually, one can only achieve absolute transcendence when it has become one with the Brahman.  FTP, name this Hindu concept that signifies the individual spirit or soul present in all of us.


Answer: atman
15. The last of them begins “YES, I have deceived you; I have led away your eunuchs; I have made sport of your jealousy,” and is written by Roxana.  The 14th includes a discussion of the Troglodites, and the 81st famously includes the author’s theories on government.  Several were written in Tauris and the Seraglio at Ispahan.  The 93rd discusses the death of Louis XIV, and is written by Usbek, one of the two main authors along with Rica.  Published anonymously in 1721, FTP, name this series of 161 fictitious epistles, purported to be written by various Arabs, but actually written by Montesquieu. 

Answer: Persian Letters or Les letters persanes
16. A computer study by Geir Kjetsaa showed that this work was not plagiarized from a novel by Fyodor Kryukov, as had been claimed.  The protagonist is modeled on Kharlampii Ermakov, who was executed in 1929.  A side plot centers on the agitator Bunchuk, who falls in love with the machine gunner Anna Poodko.  The main character saves the life of his sworn enemy Stepan Astakhov, whose wife Aksinia sleeps with the wealthy landowner Eugene Listnitsky.  Centering on the Cossacks near the titular river, FTP, identify this series of works about Gregor Melekhov by Mikhail Sholokhov.

Answer: And Quiet Flows the Don or The Silent Don or The Don Flows Home to the Sea or Tikhii Don
17. It was supported by rectangular yellow pamphlets encouraging voters to vote yes on May 24 “for the sake of our boys and girls.”  This support was galvanized by the WCTU and was lobbied for in Washington under the aegis of its formulator Wayne Wheeler.  It was sponsored by the chair of the House (*) Judiciary Committee, a congressman from Minnesota, and it gave power of enforcement to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue.  It defined as being illegal items with more than one-half of one percent of the involved substance.  FTP, name this act passed in 1919 to enforce the 18th Amendment and which began the era of Prohibition.


Answer: Volstead Act (accept early 18th Amendment before *)

18. The gods meet daily at the Well of Urd beneath the root of Yggdrasil that grows to this region.  It contains the plain of Idavoll, or Ida, where a certain group meets to decide important issues.  It contains a meeting hall for the goddesses, Vingolf, and one for the gods, Gladsheim, and is also home to the realms of Alfheim and Vanaheim, residence of the Vanir.  Its walls were famously built by Blast, or Hrimthurs, who was tricked by Loki into finishing his task late with the use of the magical horse Svadilfari.  Home to the hall Valhalla, FTP, identify this home of the Aesir in Norse mythology.


Answer: Asgard
19. Their brief success came with the awarding of two major commissions for work at Casa Bartholdy and at the Casino Massimo.  Their style was typified by works like Rose Miracle of St. Francis in the Little Chapel at Assissi, which is the major work of this movement’s founder.  They secluded themselves at San Isidro, earning their most common nickname, and they would be joined there by later members Wilhelm von Schadow and Peter von Cornelius.  Founded in Rome in 1809, FTP, name this group of religiously minded German painters headed by Johann Friedrich Overbeck.


Answer: Nazarenes or Lucas Brotherhood or Brotherhood of St. Luke or Lukasbund
20. It only holds for dilute solutions, although some mixtures of liquids obey it over a whole range of concentrations and are called perfect solutions, which occur when the intermolecular forces of the pure substances are similar to the forces between molecules of one and the other.  A solution that obeys this law is said to be an ideal solution.  Deviations in this law result in azeotropes.  First proposed by a French chemist, FTP, identify this law of chemistry which relates the vapor pressure of a solvent with its mole fraction.


Answer: Raoult’s law

TB1. The response to it was led by Gaston Phoebus, who instigated a massacre at Meaux of the forces led by Etienne Marcel.  It began near Beauvais as a response to the activities of mercenaries known as écorcheurs.  It ended when Guillaume Cale was beheaded by King Charles II of Navarre.  FTP, name this peasant uprising of 1358, a reaction to poverty caused by the Hundred Years’ War, and named after the common name given to French citizens.

Answer: Jacquerie
TB2. In the 1930’s he served as assistant military advisor to the Philippine government and later he authored the book Waging Peace.  An advocate of “Modern Republicanism”, he organized the “atoms for peace” program that donated uranium to needy countries for peaceful purposes.  Before ordering the desegregation of the U.S. armed forces, he had sent troops to Little Rock, Arkansas to pursue the desegregation of public schools.  FTP, name this president who had previously led the Allied invasion of North Africa and was Supreme Allied Commander on D-Day.

Answer: Dwight David Eisenhower 

TB3. The title character likes to work with Harold Wilson, though he is disturbed by Harold’s remark that he studies Latin like the violin, because he likes it.  Although his brother is director in a bank, he prefers to ditch meadows for strangers in haying time.  In response to Mary’s final question, Warren announces the titular event.  FTP, name this poem that appeared in North of

Boston, a work by Robert Frost about a farm hand’s demise.


Answer: The Death of the Hired Man
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Bonus Questions
1. Identify the following about a writer FTPE.

a) What writer began her career with the critical assessment Sartre: Romantic Rationalist?  Her other novels include possibly her best, The Bell, and her last, Jackson’s Dilemma, which was greatly affected by the Alzheimer’s that caused her death in 1999.



Answer: Dame Jean Iris Murdoch or Jean Iris Bayley
b) What Iris Murdoch novel tells the tumultuous and eventful story of novelist Bradley Pearson, who finally overcomes his writer’s block while in prison for murder, only to die of cancer shortly thereafter?



Answer: The Black Prince
c) What novel, having won the Booker Prize in 1978, is probably Iris Murdoch’s best known?



Answer: The Sea, The Sea
2. Name these people or things related to the Paris Commune FTPE.

a) This first president of the Third Republic foolishly decided to disarm the National Guard, which led to the revolutionaries forming the Commune government on March 26, 1871.



Answer: Adolphe Thiers
b) This is the name given to the period starting on May 21, 1871 that resulted in the destruction of Tuileries Palace and the City Hall.  During it more than 20,000 insurrectionists were killed.



Answer: bloody week or la semaine sanglante
c) During the German siege of Paris, this journalist was the chief propagandist of the Blanqui faction.  After serving in the Commune, he was forced to flee to England where he met Marx.  With Jean Jaures he controlled the French socialist congresses until 1915.



Answer: Edouard-Marie Vaillant
3. Name these works of Latin American romanticism of the 19th century FTPE.

a) Domingo Sarmiento is best-known for this pamphlet criticizing Argentina’s director.  As its subtitle implied, it established the opposition between barbarism and civilization as a recurrent motif in Latin American literature.



Answer: Facundo: civilizacion o barbarie
b) This work, subtitled “a South American Romance,” and written by Jorge Isaac is still widely read today, though in feminist terms with special attention given to the title character’s Jewish background.



Answer: Maria, a South American Romance
c) The best-known works of the period are probably Jose Hernandez’s two poems on this gaucho hero.



Answer: Martín Fierro
4. Identify the following from chemistry FTPE.

a) This overasked law states that the molar heat capacity of a substance is equal to approximately three times the universal gas constant.

Answer: law of Dulong and Petit
b) This principle states that the energy of gas molecules in a sample under equilibrium is equally divided among their available degrees of freedom, the average energy for each degree of freedom being Boltzmann’s constant times one-half the temperature.

Answer: equipartition principle

c) This rule states that, for any system at equilibrium, the number of distinct states plus the number of degrees of freedom will equal the number of components in the system plus two.

Answer: Gibbs phase rule

5. Morrison Waite doesn’t get enough quizbowl play.  Name these Supreme Court cases from his tenure FTPE.

a) The court ruled that state power to regulate industry extends to private industries that affect the public interest in this decision against the namesake Chicago grain warehouse firm.



Answer: Munn v. Illinois
b) In this 1876 case Waite foolishly ruled that, despite its straightforward language, the 15th Amendment had not conferred a federal right of suffrage on blacks, because the right to vote “comes from the states.”



Answer: United States v. Cruikshank
c) This case dealing with the namesake businesses in New Orleans was the court’s first ruling on the privileges and immunities clause of the 14th Amendment.  It reached the court in 1873, the year before Waite became Chief Justice.



Answer: Slaughterhouse Cases

6. Name these Neoplatonists FTPE.

a) This Hellenized Jew from Alexandria did much to codify Jewish traditions and reconcile them with Christian thinking.



Answer: Philo of Alexandria

b) The founder of Neoplatonism was this student of Ammonius Saccas, whose work was in Greek was compiled by his pupil Porphyry into a sets of nine treatises and was collectively known as the Enneads.



Answer: Plotinus
c) This author of On the Egyptian Mysteries was a Syrian student of Porphyry who attempted to fuse Plato’s ideas with those of Pythagoras into a coherent system also heavily based on Oriental theories of magic and myth.



Answer: Iamblichus
7. Jewish holidays FTPE.

a) This holiday is the seventh day of Sukkot.  It is also known as Simkhat Torah in Israel.  It translates as “the assembly of the eighth day.”

Answer: Shemini Atzeret
b) This is a day of fasting and mourning to commemorate the many tragedies that have befallen the Jewish people, many of which have coincidentally fallen on this day.

Answer: Tish B’Av or Ninth of Av
c) This Festival of Weeks commemorates the time when the first fruits were harvested and brought to the Temple, and is also known as Hag hapBikkurim.  It also celebrates the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai.

Answer: Shavu’ot
8. Name these 20th century literary works dealing with a similar theme, in which Matt Bruce’s name has replaced the actual protagonist FTPE.

a) During his honeymoon travels in North Africa, Matt Bruce frequently gets ill and discovers a liking for young Arab boys in this short Andre Gide novel.



Answer: The Immoralist
b) The narrator, Matt Bruce, discovers early in his life the joy that is to be had in another man’s arms.  Terrified by this Matt runs away until he rediscovers pleasure in the title location.  By the way it’s James Baldwin’s second novel.



Answer: Giovanni’s Room
c) Matt Bruce is the androgyne who takes the title action “to see the damage that was done / and the treasures that prevail . . .”  This after he has “read the book of myths, / and loaded the camera, / and checked the edge of the knife-blade,” in this title poem from the 1974 National Book Award-winner.



Answer: “Diving into the Wreck”

9. You might only know him for his exclusion principle, but Wolfgang Pauli was a prolific theoretical physicist.  Name these other things he had a hand in FTPE.

a) In 1924 Pauli proposed that the nucleus had an intrinsic angular momentum and a magnetic moment, thus paving the way for this technique, which was not performed experimentally until 1946, by teams led by Purcell and Bloch.



Answer: Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (prompt on Magnetic Resonance Imaging)

b) In 1931 Pauli predicted this particle to explain the broken conservation laws of beta decays.  The name he gave it was later co-opted by Chadwick, so it is now known by the name Fermi gave it.



Answer: neutrino
c) One of the deepest results of quantum theory is this theorem, first proved by Pauli, which requires only the very simple conditions of causality and Lorenz invariance to predict a connection between angular momentum and distribution functions for identical particles.



Answer: spin-statistics theorem (accept equivalents)

10. Name these things dealing with the reign of Henry II of England FTPE.

a) Henry was named king in 1154, with the death of this grandson of William the Conqueror and only king of the dynasty of Blois.



Answer: Stephen
b) Henry did away with the unpopular Danegeld, replacing it with this new land tax.



Answer: hidage or carucage
c) Henry also introduced this new source of revenue, known as “shield money,” in which the baron or knight could pay in lieu of the forty days of military service he owed to the crown.



Answer: scutage
11. Name these dragons of world mythologies FTPE.

a) This most powerful of the Asuras held the world’s water supply in check and the drought was only ended when he succumbed to one of Indra’s thunderbolts.



Answer: Vritra
b) This thief and guardian of the Rheingold succumbed to a thrust in the underbelly from Gram, the sword of its slayer, Siegfried.



Answer: Fafnir
c) He was the hundred-headed dragon that guarded the garden of the Hesperides and in it the tree with the golden apples.



Answer: Ladon
12. Name these pre-19th century French composers FTPE.

a) His numerous poems give accounts of the Black Death and the Siege of Rheims during the Hundred Years’ War, but he is best known for the Messe de Nostre Dame or Notre Dame Mass.



Answer: Guillaume de Machaut
b) With librettist Phillipe Quinault he produced eleven operas but more notable were his comical ballet collaborations with Jean-Baptiste Poquelin, particularly The Bourgeois Gentleman.



Answer: Jean-Baptiste Lully
c) His Apotheosis of Corelli and Apotheosis of Lully are his two major chamber works, but he is best known for his harpsichord works, all of which can be found in the four-part collection entitled Pieces de clavecin.



Answer: Francois Couperin or Couperin le Grand or Francois le Grand
13. Name these Gothic novels and writers FTPE.

a) Among the figures that resist the title character’s burden are the prisoners Stanton and Moncada, and Walberg, who sees his children dying of starvation.  This Charles Maturin effort was published in 1820.



Answer: Melmoth the Wanderer
b) His three volume Purcell Papers on the supernatural remain diminished by his story collection In a Glass Darkly, one of whose entries inspired Bram Stoker’s Dracula.



Answer: Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu
c) His novella The Vampyre, startling in its lack of quality, is widely held to be plagiarized from a ghost story told by Lord Byron during an outing with the Shelleys.



Answer: John Polidori
14. Identify the following about bone FTPE.

a) Bone is composed of concentric rings of bone matrix known by this name.

Answer: lamellae

b) This structure is lacking in spongy bone, where its analogue is the trabeculum.  In compact bone, it is the small hole around which the lamellae form.

Answer: Haversian canal or system

c) Contrary to osteoblasts, which are the cells that lay down new bone structure, these cells break down bone when the body is deficient in calcium.

Answer: osteoclasts

15. It advocated a strong centralized government that should exercise absolute power by the threat of harsh punishments.  Identify the following FTPE.

a) Name this political philosophy that favored the ruling class over the common people, and dominated China for 150 years beginning in the mid-4th century BCE.



Answer: legalism
b) The first major legalist is this Wei official who introduced a five part reform system, including the gruesome penalty that those who did not report crimes would be cut in two at the waist.  He died circa 338 BCE.



Answer: Shang Yang

c) The last major legalist was this first prime minister under Ch’in Shih Huang Ti.  He plotted with an unnamed eunuch to overthrow the Ch’ins, only to be killed by the eunuch’s troops.



Answer: Li Ssu

16. Name these painters from some anecdotes about their paintings FTPE.

a) The presence of “A buffoon with a parrot on his wrist . . . and dwarfs and similar vulgarities” were criticized in this man’s Last Supper, forcing him to change the title to The Feast in the House of Levi.



Answer: Paolo Veronese and Paolo Caliari
b) His Last Supper altarpiece for the church of San Pierre painted between 1464 and 1467 was praised for its vanishing point above Christ’s head.  His other major commission was on the Justice of Emperor Otto for the Hotel de Ville in Brussels.



Answer: Dirk Bouts
c) The “haze of smoky angels” in this man’s Last Supper was less well received than the remarkable allegorical depiction in his The Miracle of the Slave.



Answer: Tintoretto or Jacopo Robusti
17. Name these possible and real literary forgers FTPE.

a) This writer wrote a forged continuation of Don Quixote sometime after 1605, which prompted a resentful Cervantes to respond by releasing his own Part II to the novel in 1615.



Answer: Alonso Fernandez de Avellaneda
b) The poems of the 15th century Bristol poet Thomas Rowley were creations of this 18th century British writer, who poisoned himself with arsenic.



Answer: Thomas Chatterton
c) His now lost play, commonly referred to by scholars as Ur-Hamlet, may have been copied by Shakespeare.  Though it is this man’s most famous character, Hieronimo, who is more often associated with Hamlet’s characterization.



Answer: Thomas Kyd
18. Here are some random ass things I pulled out of my science dictionary.  Identify them FTPE.

a) This cycle of reactions is used to calculate the energies of crystal lattice structures.

Answer: Born-Haber cycle

b) This industrial process is used to extract sodium from molten sodium chloride via electrolysis.

Answer: Downs process

c) Named after their English discoverer, these are a pair of pea-sized glands that lie beneath the prostate and secrete an alkaline fluid into the semen.

Answer: Cowper’s glands or bulbourethral glands

19. Name these 20th century African strongmen, none of whom is Magnus ver Magnuson FTPE.

a) French intervention following the death of first president Leon M’ba allowed this man to assume control of Gabon in 1967 under his former name of Albert-Bernard.



Answer: Omar Bongo
b) After breaking with Holden Roberto’s UPA he formed UNITA, the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola in 1966.



Answer: Jonas Savimbi
c) His tyranny sandwiched Jean-Bedel Bokassa’s own period of violent rule, but his second regime didn’t last long as General Andre Kolingba seized power.



Answer: David Dacko
20. Identify these people who appear in the Life of Johnson FTPE.

a) On October 26, 1769, Boswell aroused Johnson’s ire by telling him that this Scottish philosopher had told him that he was not afraid of death.  Boswell would later visit his deathbed, where he was horrified to observe the atheist die.



Answer: David Hume
b) On April 10, 1772, this author of a Natural History and of The Deserted Village told Johnson about a ghost his brother had seen.



Answer: Oliver Goldsmith
c) On May 24, 1763, Johnson sympathized with this insane poet of Jubilate Agno, remarking that the charge against him was that he did not love clean linen and that he had no passion for it himself.



Answer: Christopher Smart
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