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Toss-Up Questions
1. Among the many illustrations in this work that appeared in the first edition were chapter seven’s “Matthews’s Action off Toulon, 1744” and chapter eleven’s “Rodney and De Guichen, April 17, 1780.”  Its introduction begins with the idea that the title concept is a “narrative of contests between nations…frequently culminating in war,” though perhaps its most interesting chapters deal with “Fleet Actions off Grenada…and Chesapeake Bay” as well as the 1781 “Sea Battle of the Saints.”  FTP, identify this 1890 study that promoted the world to build stronger navies, a work by Alfred T. Mahan.


Answer: The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783
2. He served as a colonial administrator in the Dutch East Indies, which he used as the basis for most of his writings.  He alienated most of his fellow administrators by speaking out against injustices, which he detailed in 1862’s epistolary Minnebrieven.  His drama Vorstenschool, had little success on the stage, but his most famous novel brought to light colonial abuses by Dutchmen in Indonesia.  The author of Max Havelaar, FTP, identify this most famous Dutch writer whose real name was Eduard Douwes Dekker, and who took his pen name from the Latin words meaning “much torture.”


Answer: Multatuli (accept early Eduard Douwes Dekker)

3. This language has two operators for inequality because its author couldn’t decide which he liked better.  Among its more powerful constructs are dynamic typing and binding as well as garbage collection, it is one of the few languages other than Java that can be converted into Java bytecode.  Its most controversial feature is that it uses syntactically significant whitespace to delimit statement groups.  Using features from Modula-3 and the ABC language, its creator developed it one Christmas while his Dutch lab was closed.  First developed by Guido van Rossum, FTP, identify this object-oriented language with a reptilian name.


Answer: Python
4. He marries Hidimba’s sister, who gives birth to his son Ghatotkacha.  Poisoned and thrown into a river by his one hundred cousins, this hero is revived and strengthened by the god of the water snakes.  He saves the village of Ekachakra by killing the demon Vaka while in hiding from his evil cousins.  During the Battle of Kurukshetra, he kills an elephant named Aswatthaman to trick Drona into thinking his son is dead.  This son of the wind god Vayu later kills his cousin Duryodhana, leader of the Kauravas.  FTP, identify this second of the five Pandavas and elder brother to Arjuna in the Mahabharata.


Answer: Bhima
5. This idea has been clarified by Steven Pinker in recent decades, though it was originally developed while its creator was a student under Zellig Harris.  This model differentiates between subconscious control of a linguistic system, known as competence, and a speaker’s actual use of language, known as performance.  Postulating a syntactic language base called deep structure that consists of a series of phrase-structure rewrite rules, this idea was originally put forth in its author’s Syntactic Structures.  FTP, identify this model of grammar put forth by Noam Chomsky.


Answer: transformational-generative grammar

6. Educated by Richard Beauchamp, this man acceded to the throne at nine months of age in accordance with the Treaty of Troyes.  His regents were John of Lancaster, duke of Bedford in France, and Humphrey, duke of Gloucester in England.  His reign saw the rebellion of Jack Cade and he was later opposed by Richard, duke of York, who defeated his son Edward, Prince of Wales, at Tewkesbury in 1471.  Married to Margaret of Anjou, FTP, identify this subject of a Shakespeare history and last British king from the House of Lancaster.


Answer: Henry VI
7. The speaker in this poem’s fourth stanza speaks of “a Power whose care / Teaches” the title figure’s way “along that pathless coast”.  The title figure’s “toil shall end; / Soon shalt thou find a summer home, and rest,” though the moral of the poem is given in the last stanza, which proclaims “He who…guides thy certain flight” shall “lead my steps aright.”  This poem begins with the lines, “Whither, midst falling dew, / While glow the heavens with the last steps of day”.  FTP, identify this American poem about a particular bird written by William Cullen Bryant.


Answer: To a Waterfowl
8. In the Huang-Minlon modification of this reaction, the process is carried out in a high boiling point solvent and the use of sealed tubes is avoided.  This organic reaction entails a base catalyzed double bond migration that involves the loss of nitrogen gas before evolving the final product.  In the key step, the original reactant is converted to its corresponding hydrazone before finally being converted to an alkyl group.  FTP, identify this reduction reaction named after two scientists that converts ketones into alkanes.


Answer: Wolff-Kishner reduction

9. This essay’s fifth chapter, “Applications”, famously declares that the title concept consists in doing what one desires.  Chapter three, “Of Individuality, as One of the Elements of Well-Being”, states that which “crushes individuality is despotism”.  A utilitarian theme can be found in the fourth chapter, “Of the Limits to the Authority of Society Over the Individual”, which states that everyone under society’s protection owes something in return.  This work argues that humankind’s interference in the title concept results only from self-protection.  FTP, identify this 1859 essay by John Stuart Mill.


Answer: On Liberty
10. Copies of this canvas were rare until the last decade because its owner, Albert Barnes, disapproved of color reproductions.  A woman in the background to the right can be seen herding goats with a flute, while the foreground is dominated by another flute-playing figure and an embracing couple.  A huge swath of orange dominates the left side of the canvas, where a squatting man can be seen in front of a stretching nude.  Perhaps this painting’s most interesting feature is the circle of six dancing figures in the background.  FTP, identify this colorful canvas by Henri Matisse.


Answer: The Joy of Life or Le Bonheur de Vivre
11. The site at which this battle occurred was first excavated by Sir Leonard Wooley and T. E. Lawrence in 1912.  This battle was precipitated when one side moved its capital to Haran, and then later to this site.  Lying on the Euphrates about sixty-five miles northeast of Aleppo, one army was delayed at Riblah, prior to which King Josiah was defeated at Megiddo.  Necho finally reached this site to find Nebuchadnezzar had already conquered it, and promptly slew the approaching Egyptians.  FTP, identify this 605 BCE battle that saw the end of the Assyrian Empire by the Babylonians.


Answer: Battle of Carchemish
12. The main character of this novel reaches a turning point in his life when he hears Joan Baez on the stereo for the first time.  The argumentative couple Mahesh and Shoba often invite the main character to lunch, eventually revealing their sordid past.  Father Huismans attempts to collect traditional African paraphernalia, while the main character’s friend Indar invites him to the Domain, where he conducts an affair with Raymond’s wife Yvette.  Set in a village on the Congo River, FTP, identify this novel that centers on Salim, written by V. S. Naipaul.


Answer: A Bend in the River
13. This law is often used in astronomy to determine the temperature of stars.  Its namesake constant, usually signified by a lower-case beta or sigma, is equal to 0.0029 Kelvin meters.  Derived directly from the inverse of the Planck equation, this law can be stated as the result of changing the Planck curve with respect to temperature.  Also related to the Stefan-Boltzmann equation, FTP, identify this law of physics that states that the temperature of a blackbody is inversely proportional to the wavelength of the emitted energy and is not the Rayleigh-Jeans law.


Answer: Wien’s displacement law

14. He spent his early years smuggling Jews across a British blockade in Palestine.  This founder of Harvard’s Cluster School was inspired by James Mark Baldwin, though he developed his most famous theory utilizing the clinical interview, as did Piaget.  The work for which he is best known is a three-staged, six-tiered theory that states that individuals cannot “jump” between levels, but must advance linearly.  His work was divided into the pre-conventional, conventional, and post-conventional stages.  FTP, identify this American psychologist and developer of a namesake theory of moral development.


Answer: Lawrence Kohlberg
15. His name describes a relation between the polarizability of a molecule and the dialectric constant of a gas when it is paired with Mossotti.  The developer of the virial equation, his name also describes an equation that explains the fact that the relationship between the temperature of a liquid and its vapor pressure is not a straight line when paired with Clapeyron.  The creator of the concept of entropy, FTP, identify this German scientist who, independently of Lord Kelvin, arrived at the second law of thermodynamics.


Answer: Rudolf Clausius
16. Among his writings are the works Power and Diplomacy and Present at the Creation, as well as his famous analysis The Korean War.  He was appointed Under Secretary of the Treasury by FDR, but earlier served as private secretary to Louis Brandeis from 1919-21.  While serving in his most famous post, he produced the “White Paper”, a 645-page denouncing Chiang Kai-shek, and gave his famous “Perimeter” speech outlining Japan and the Philippines as areas to be defended by the U.S.  FTP, identify this post-War secretary of state that served under Harry Truman.


Answer: Dean Acheson
17. His only written work recounts his experience with a black cook forced to wear an iron muzzle and unable to eat or speak.  Early in his life, he was captured by Aro tribesmen and eventually sold to Michael Henry Pascal, who gave him his alternate name.  He was taught English by Richard Baker, under whom he gained considerable sailing knowledge, which he used to purchase his freedom, accruing forty pounds sterling in four years.  Most famous for his autobiographical Interesting Narrative, FTP, identify this former slave turned abolitionist alternately named Gustavus Vassa.


Answer: Olaudah Equiano (accept early Gustavus Vassa)

18. First diagnosed when describing a patient with a cherry-red spot on the retina, this disease affects the production of the lysosomal enzyme hexosaminidase A.  The result of this defect on chromosome 15 is the accumulation of the lipid ganglioside GM2 in the brain, resulting in neural degeneracy and death before the age of five.  Found mostly in Ashkenazi Jews, FTP, identify this disease named after its British and American discoverers.


Answer: Tay-Sachs disease

19. Its chain of transmission is known as san’ad and it was first compiled by the prompting of Omar Bin Al-Khatab.  Divided into isnad and matn traditions, some of its more famous compilers include Tirmidhi, an-Nasai, and Abu Dawud, though its most famous is probably its originator Imam Bukhari.  The term for this text is also a synonym for sunna, the normative customs of the Prophet and his companions.  Second only to the Qu’ran in importance, FTP, identify this collection of Muslim texts that include the sayings and deeds of Muhammad.


Answer: hadith
20. This man studied under Antonio Buzzolla before receiving his education at the Milan Conservatory from Mazzucato.  Influenced heavily by his friendship with Franco Faccio, with whom he collaborated on the opera Amleto, he gained much fame as the most prominent figure of the literary movement Scapigliatura.  His musical career included composing the libretti for Ponchielli’s La Gioconda.  The composer of the opera Mefistofele, he is better known for writing the libretti to such works as Simon Boccanegra and Otello.  FTP, identify this librettist most famous for working with Giuseppe Verdi.



Answer: Arrigo Boito
TB1. Among his last words are pleas for the aid of the fictional priest “Topaz”.  In his first appearance he states “I marvel your ladyship takes delight in such a barren rascal”, thereby insulting the wit of Feste.  He attempts to demonstrate himself as strict in demeanor as he is described as “devil a puritan that he is” by Maria, who is the chief conspirator in the prank against him.  Along with Sir Aguecheek and Sir Toby Belch, she writes a forged letter from his employer declaring her love for this man.  FTP, identify this steward of Olivia that appears in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night.


Answer: Malvolio
TB2. This event was carried out without the knowledge of Lord-General Fairfax.  It was executed by its namesake, accompanied by Lord Grey of Groby, who identified those that were to be detained.  This event was engineered by the author of the Remonstrance of the New Model Army Henry Ireton, who was head of the Grandees.  This event consisted of its namesake arresting forty-five men and preventing one hundred eighty-six others from entering the House of Commons.  FTP, identify this 1648 event that created the Rump Parliament.


Answer: Pride’s Purge
TB3. The Iliad often refers to him as the “herkos” or “wall” of the Achaeans.  His sons were Eurysaces and Philaeus and his wife was Tecmessa.  After Achilles had withdrawn from battle, this man met Hektor is single combat and ended the fight in a stalemate, though he was the only one uninjured.  The son of Telamon, this man eventually killed himself after realizing the shame of killing a flock of sheep while mad.  FTP, identify this Greek hero who lost the armor of Achilles to Odysseus.


Answer: Ajax
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Bonus Questions
1. Identify these laws from psychology FTPE.

a) This law is named after its two postulators, and states that cognitive processes are best carried out under conditions of medium stress instead of low or high stress.  This law is dubious at best.

Answer: Yerkes-Dodson law

b) This generalization of Weber’s law explains the relationship between the physical intensity of a stimulus and the sensory experience that it causes.

Answer: Fechner’s law

c) This law of Gestalt states that of all possible perceptual experiences to which a particular stimulus could give rise, the one most closely fitting to a “good figure” would be perceived.

Answer: Law of Pragnanz
2. Identify the following figures prominent in the creation of the world in Norse mythology FTPE.

a) After Odin, Vili, and Ve had created the world, they shaped two logs into the first humans, who became the progenitors of all people.  Identify both FFPE.

Answer: Ask and Embla
b) This primordial Norse man married the giantess Bestla, the daughter of Bolthorn.  He sired Odin, Vili, and Ve.

Answer: Bor
c) This man was formed from the ice block liked by Audhumla, the primordial cow.  He was the father of Bor.

Answer: Buri
3. Identify these works by William Dean Howells FTPE.

a) This work centers on newspaperman Bartley Hubbard, who goes from New England to Arizona with his wife Marcia Gaylord.  Marcia’s father Squire, who still recognizes Bartley’s talent, opposes their marriage.

Answer: A Modern Instance
b) In this novel, Dryfoos moves his family to New York to climb the social ladder.  He puts his son Conrad in charge of a magazine, but Conrad later turns to radical politics.  The editor Basil March refuses to fire a socialist and resigns instead.

Answer: A Hazard of New Fortunes
c) This novel centers on Theodore Colville and his failed romance with the young Imogene Graham.  He later marries the widow Lina Bowen.

Answer: Indian Summer
4. Glaciers FTPE.

a) This is an elongated, steep-sided ridge of debris left behind by meltwater streams flowing in or under a slow moving glacier.

Answer: esker
b) This is an isolated mound of rock particles, originally formed at the lower end or side of a slow moving glacier.

Answer: kame
c) This is a deposit of rock debris scoured from a valley floor by a glacier and left behind when the ice melts.

Answer: moraine
5. Identify the following about the Gupta dynasty FTPE.

a) During the 5th century CE, this central European group invaded and overran the Gupta kingdom ruled by Skanda Gupta.

Answer: Huns or Hunas
b) Perhaps the greatest of the Gupta kings was this man, who succeeded his father Samudragupta in 376 CE.  It was during his reign that Buddhist monks from China visited India and the empire reached its greatest extent.

Answer: Chandragupta II
c) The Gupta’s empire began after this kingdom was conquered by Chandragupta I.

Answer: Magadha
6. Identify these Renaissance philosophers from descriptions FTPE.

a) This 15th century priest reintroduced Plato to the Latin-speaking West.  His most famous work was the Three Books on Life, which contained a Neoplatonic theory of magic.

Answer: Marsilio Ficino
b) Ficino influenced this Dominican, who is best known for his The City of the Sun published in 1623.  He argued for the advancement of a utopian republic with the pope as head of state.  Another work is Philosophy Demonstrated by the Senses.

Answer: Tommaso Campanella
c) This scholar’s most famous essay was his Oration on the Dignity of Man.  He gained notoriety for his 900 theses, which were condemned by the pope.

Answer: Giovanni Pico della Mirandola

7. Identify these sculptors from descriptions FTPE.

a) This Russian-Lithuanian sculptor gained fame for his Cubist masterpieces including Prometheus for the Paris World Fair and Peace on Earth for the Los Angeles County Music Center.  Our Tree of Life was commissioned by Hadassah University in Israel.

Answer: Jacques Lipchitz
b) This Swiss sculptor made a tree for the otherwise bare stage of Beckett’s Waiting for Godot.  Wow.  He is most famous for his elongated figures with narrow heads as depicted in his The Square and 1950’s The Glade.

Answer: Alberto Giacometti
c) This British sculptor is most famous for his reclining nude figures as depicted in his most famous sculpture Reclining Figure.

Answer: Henry Moore
8. Identify the following about a playwright FTPE.

a) Hailed as the creator of the New Comedy, this playwright was not recognized during his lifetime.  Buried next to Euripides, his plays formed the basis for the works of Plautus and Terence.

Answer: Menander
b) This work by Menander centers on the rich Demeas, his son Moschion, Demeas’ concubine Chrysis, and the poor Niceratus and his daughter Plangon.

Answer: Samia or The Girl From Samos
c) Pan explains the circumstances of this drama in its prologue.  The title character is Knemon, who lives with his slave woman Simiche and his daughter Myrrhine, who falls in love with Sostratus.

Answer: Dyskolos or The Grouch (accept various equivalents)

9. Identify the following about fluids FTPE.

a) Usually symbolized by a capital beta, this quantity is defined as the reciprocal of the bulk modulus, or the negative reciprocal of the density times the derivative of the density with respect to pressure.

Answer: compressibility
b) These equations are the fundamental partial differential equations that describe the flow of incompressible fluids.

Answer: Navier-Stokes equations

c) Found in the Crab Nebula, this fluid instability named for its two discoverers arises when a lighter fluid pushes on a heavier fluid and they accelerate towards each other.
Answer: Rayleigh-Taylor instability
10. Identify these treaties that involved Spain FTPE.

a) This treaty between France and Spain was signed in 1807 and planned the occupation of Portugal into three divisions consisting of the Kingdom of Lusitania, the Principality of the Algarves, and the remaining territories.

Answer: Treaty of Fontainbleu
b) Along with the Treaty of The Hague, these two treaties made up the Peace of Utrecht, which ended the War of Spanish Succession.  Name both FFPE.

Answer: Treaty of Rastatt and Treaty of Baden
c) This famous 1494 treaty divided the New World between Spain and Portugal.

Answer: Treaty of Tordesillas
11. Identify the following works of the Angry Young Men FTPE.

a) Perhaps the most famous play of the Angry Young Men, this work centers on Jimmy Porter, who has an affair with Helena, friend of his pregnant wife Alison.

Answer: Look Back in Anger
b) This really long short story by Alan Sillitoe is narrated by a kid who is sent to reform school for robbing a bakery.  He deliberately loses a race against a rival school, thereby sticking it to the Establishment.  So sayeth Benet’s.

Answer: The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner
c) This best known novel of John Wain centers on Charles Lumley, a job seeker and expert story teller.  He drifts from job to job, finally becoming a radio gag writer and a financial success.

Answer: Hurry on Down or Born in Captivity
12. Identify these works by Johann Sebastian Bach FTPE.

a) This famous tune can be found in the cantata Heart and Mouth and Deed and Life, BWV147.  It comprises the chorale that ends part I, and is followed in part II by the tenor aria Help Jesu, That I May Not Deny Thee.

Answer: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring
b) This choral work is considered by many to be Bach’s greatest work.  Borrowing elements from all his previous works, this liturgical work contains fifteen choruses, including the Osanna, Qui tollis, and Patrem omnipotentem.

Answer: Mass in B Minor
c) This passion was famously conducted by Mendelssohn in order to revive the popularity of J. S. Bach in the 19th century.

Answer: Passion of St. Matthew (accept equivalents)

13. Identify these Irish Renaissance poets from descriptions FTPE.

a) This patriot and poet edited the Gaelic League’s weekly newspaper The Sword of Light.  He was executed by firing squad after the Easter Rebellion.  Among his most famous poems are Renunciation and Brigid of the Songs.

Answer: Patrick Henry Pearse or Pádraic Pearse
b) This poet’s most famous poem is the long verse The Great Hunger.  Among his poetry collections is A Soul for Sale and his novels include Tarry Flynn and the autobiographical The Green Fool.

Answer: Patrick Kavanagh
c) Works by this poet include The Government of the Tongue, The Forge, and Digging.  He is probably best known for his recent translation of Beowulf and his 1995 Nobel Prize in Literature.

Answer: Seamus Heaney
14. Identify the following about the Calvin cycle FTPE.

a) In the initial step of the reaction, carbon dioxide is incorporated into another compound by this enzyme, which happens to be the most abundant protein on earth.

Answer: rubisco or ribulose-1,5-biphosphate carboxylase oxygenase
b) Four molecules of glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate enter part of the gluconeogenesis cycle and produce two molecules of this carbohydrate.

Answer: fructose-6-phosphate or F6P
c) The complete synthesis of one molecule of glucose via the Calvin cycle requires this many molecules of ATP.

Answer: 18
15. Identify these Speakers of the House from descriptions FTPE.

a) This Texan was elected speaker of the House of Representatives in 1940 to fill the unexpired term of William Bankhead.  He served as speaker for every Democrat-controlled Congress from 1940-61.

Answer: Sam Rayburn
b) This man from Missouri served as speaker of the House from 1911-19 and ran unsuccessfully for the Democratic nomination for president in 1912 with the backing of William Randolph Hearst.

Answer: James Beauchamp “Champ” Clark
c) This Virginian once declared to his son “I am a Southern man.”  Whatever, dude.  He served as speaker from 1839-41 and later as secretary of state in the Confederacy.  He was an organizer of the Confederate delegation to the Hampton Roads conference.

Answer: Robert M. T. Hunter
16. Identify these sects of Islam FTPE.

a) This sect was founded by its namesake in the Arabian Desert and regards all other sects as heretical.  It is the official ideology of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Answer: Wahabi
b) This first sect of Islam considered only the first two caliphs to be legitimate.  They were massacred at Nahrawan in 657 by Ali bin Abi Talib, the fourth caliph.  They reside primarily in North Africa.

Answer: Kharijites
c) This sect formed after the death of the sixth Imam Jaafar ibn Muhammad.  This body formed to support Musa al Kazim’s brother, this sect’s namesake.  The are also known as the “Seveners”.

Answer: Ismailis
17. Identify the following about Korean history FTPE.

a) This first native Korean state arose near the Yalu River in the first century CE and conquered the Chinese colony of Lolang.

Answer: Koguryo
b) This kingdom later conquered Koguryo and neighboring Paekche in the 7th century and unified the Korean peninsula for the first time.  It was later overthrown by Wang Kon of the Koryo dynasty.

Answer: Silla
c) This dynasty began in 1392 and lasted until 1910 when Japan formally annexed the country.  Also known as the Yi dynasty, they built their capital at Seoul and fought off several Chinese and Japanese invasions.

Answer: Choson
18. Identify these weirdos from works FTPE.

a) Free Rein; Nadja; The Lost Steps
Answer: André Breton
b) La Premiere Aventure céleste de M. Antipyrine; The Approximate Man; La Fuite
Answer: Tristan Tzara or Samuel Rosenfeld
c) The Theater of Cruelty; The Theater and Its Double
Answer: Antonin Artaud
19. Identify these diseases caused by prions FTPE.

a) This is the name given to prion diseases found in infants.

Answer: Alpers syndrome

b) Perhaps the most famous of the prion diseases affecting humans, this affliction is characterized by cerebellar ataxia and concomitant motor problems, as well as dementia.

Answer: Creutzfeld-Jakob disease

c) This disease involves severe selective atrophy of the thalamus.  It results in an untreatable dysautonomia and an inability to sleep.

Answer: fatal familial insomnia
20. Identify these legal terms relating to evidence F15PE.

a) This term refers to a mini-hearing held during a trial on the admissibility of contested evidence.  It also refers to a preliminary examination of prospective jurors or witnesses.
Answer: voir dire
b) This rule, used mostly in criminal cases, allows hearsay if the statement is made during the excitement of the litigated event.  It also applies to spontaneous statements made by the defendant during or immediately after the crime.

Answer: res gestae
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