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Toss-Up Questions
1. This literary group took its name from a journal edited by Louis-Xavier de Ricard and Catulle Mendes.  Influencing groups like the Young Belgium movement, its members, like Jose Maria de Heredia, sought precise details, exotic names, and sonorous words in their poetry.  In the preface to Mademoiselle de Maupin, this movement was influenced by Theophile Gautier’s theory of art for art’s sake.  FTP, identify this late 19th century French school of poetry whose members include Banville, Sully Prudhomme, and Charles Leconte de Lisle, which takes its name from the home of the Muses.

Answer: Parnassians

2. This programming language was designed to contain mechanisms for concurrent programming, to ensure that it would be easy to verify the correctness of programs, and to support information hiding through modules.  Program units are made up of subprograms, packages, and tasks, which are the core of the language’s parallel processing ability.  Originally intended for embedded computer systems, identify this language commissioned by the Department of Defense in the early 1970s, and, FTP, which is named for Babbage’s collaborator on the Analytical Engine.

Answer: Ada
3. Following several days of rain, the 20-year-old King Louis set up position at the bottom of a steep slope.  On August 29, his General Tomori set a cavalry charge against the Army of Rumelia.  The charge was held off, and General Ibrahim directed a counterattack of Janissaries down a series of ramps laid by the Turkish engineers.  The outmanned and outgunned defenders were slaughtered and Louis II drowned in the Danube.  FTP, identify this 1526 battle which led to Suleiman the Magnificent’s conquest of Hungary.

Answer: Battle of Mohacs
4. Variants of this experiment included having the subject arrive late and being told to write his answers down in private, which led to little yielding; or having a confederate act as the subject’s ally.  Originally, ten subjects, all but one of whom were confederates with the experimenter, were shown pairs of cards and asked to make perceptual judgments.  The confederates would give false answers, inducing many subjects to yield to the group.  FTP, identify this classic experiment that suggests that our notion of physical reality is influenced by mutual agreement with others.

Answer: Solomon Asch’s experiment

5. Painted in Dusseldorf in 1851, this work was such an immediate success that it brought its German-born American artist a commission to paint a mural for the United States Capitol, which culminated in 1860’s Westward the Course of Empire Takes its Way.  Land can be seen on the left, and a man struggles with an ice floe, while other boats are visible in the right background.  Identify this painting by Emanuel Leutze, whose title figure assumes a determined stance in a portrayal of, FTP, an event from Christmas Eve of 1776.

Answer: Washington Crossing the Delaware
6. After being stricken with Graves’ disease, this poet began to concentrate on devotional prose writings, like Time Flies.  Her first works were published by her grandfather Gaetano Polidori, and she submitted seven poems to a journal under the pseudonym Ellen Alleyne.  Her prose works include Commonplace and Other Short Stories, and the 1872 collection Sing-Song is an excellent collection of verse for children.  FTP, identify this author of ​The Prince’s Progress, which was decorated by her Pre-Raphaelite brother, and her most famous poem Goblin Market.


Answer: Christina Georgina Rossetti
7. The discovery of this group of substances was influenced by earlier experiments by Charles Darwin, Boysen-Jensen, and Paal.  Frits Went removed the tips from coleoptiles, and placed them face down on blocks of agar for about an hour.  The blocks could then be attached to the original plant in order to make it resume growth or bend, proving that the stimulus was chemical.  Also responsible for the maintenance of apical dominance and the initiation of root formation in cuttings, FTP, identify this class of plant hormones including indoleacetic acid, named by Went from the Greek word for “increase.”

Answer: auxins
8. Its origin is unclear; as it existed without "sand, nor sea, nor cooling billows...nor heaven above,” it was defined entirely by where it was not.  There, the Elivogs hardened and the heat from the bright south met with the ice of the north, leading to the birth of Ymir.  Shortly afterward, Audhumbla arose and fed Ymir and, soon afterward, Buri.  It was eradicated by the filling up of the world when Midgard was created after the slaughter of Ymir.  FTP, identify this primordial space between Muspellheim and Niflheim, where the creation of the world took place.

Answer: Ginungagap
9. Published in Philadelphia’s American Daily Advertiser, it served as a public refutation of Jefferson’s letter to Phillip Mazzei.  Based on James Madison’s 1792 notes, it called for national unity and the creation of “institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge,” but excluded mention of founding a National University.  However, the most famous section states that “’tis folly for one nation to look for disinterested favors from another” and should consequently avoid permanent alliance.  FTP, identify this 1796 political testament, drafted by Alexander Hamilton for George Washington.

Answer: Washington’s Farewell Address
10. Regular practitioners include pharmaceutical companies, airlines, and sports arenas; it is of extremely limited utility to small businesses and in perfectly competitive industries, or when its effectiveness can be curtailed via arbitrage.  To achieve universal service, AT&T used to employ it against urban, heavy, and business users.  Amazon.com, amid much outrage, experimented with what it called “dymanic pricing” in 2000.  FTP, what is this general term for charging different customers different rates?

Answer: price discrimination
11. His music was banned by Nazi Germany since he was a public advocate of aiding Jewish refugees.  His musical education continued with Max Bruch in Berlin and Maurice Ravel in Paris.  His output includes nine symphonies, incidental music for Aristophanes’ The Wasps, and Fantasia on Greensleves, the latter being one of his many incorporations of English folk music in his compositions.  FTP, name this composer who, despite being an atheist, used strong religious themes in revising the English Hymnal and composing Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis.

Answer: Ralph Vaughn Williams
12. The headmistress Mrs. Wackles encourages her daughter Sophy to marry the grocer Mr. Cheggs, which she does to the dismay of Dick Swiveller, who is given a position with the clerk Sampson Brass.  Dick eventually marries The Marchioness, though Dick’s friend Frederick attempts to set him up with his sister, the main character who, with her gambling grandfather, owes money to the dwarf Daniel Quilp, resulting in the loss the titular business.  FTP, identify this Dickens novel that centers on Little Nell.


Answer: The Old Curiosity Shop
13. His achievements include showing how sound waves in a liquid can behave like a diffraction grating, and he did work on adiabatic demagnetization.  Along with Scherrer, he developed powder X-ray diffraction analysis, and conceived the theory of X-ray scattering by gaseous molecules.  Earlier, he developed a theory of strong electrolytes with Hückel and modified Einstein’s theory of specific heats to include compressibility and expansivity.  FTP, identify this Dutch-born physicist for whom the unit of dielectric constant is named, the recipient of the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 1936.

Answer: Peter Debye or Petrus Josephus Wilhelmus Debije
14. Its end began with the revolt of the emperor Daigo II, who gained power after defeating the Hojo and factions like the Kitabatake and Kusunoki.  During this period, the Lotus Sect was founded by Nichiren, Eisai propagated the Rinzai branch of the Zen Sect, and two unsuccessful Mongol invasions weakened the government.  This Japanese period was begun by Minamoto Yoritomo and named for the site of its military government.  FTP, identify this period that followed the Ashikaga period, lasting roughly from 1185-1333.

Answer: Kamakura period
15. One mythological figure by this name is a sea-god who became immortal by eating a magic herb, and whose love of Scylla caused the jealous Circe to ruin her.  Another was a son of Minos who drowned in a jar of honey but was brought back to life by Polyidus.  A third exchanged his armor with Diomedes’ during the Trojan War, and was killed while he and Ajax were fighting over Achilles’ corpse.  Identify the name that these men share along with a son of Sisyphus and Merope who owned a high-spirited team of mares, that, FTP, killed and ate him after losing the chariot-race at Pelias’ funeral games.

Answer: Glaucus
16. A pupil of Joseph Scaliger, at age 15, he accompanied Barneveldt on an embassy to France.  A supporter of the Remonstrants, both were arrested, but he escaped death and imprisonment by fleeing to Paris.  His works include a tragedy, Adamus Exsul, historical works about the Goths and Lombards, and annals in the style of Tacitus.  In 1625, he published a work in which he appealed to “natural Law” and the social contract as a basis for formulating a system of laws.   FTP, identify this Dutch jurist and theologian, the author of On the Law of War and Peace.

Answer: Hugo Grotius or Hugo de Groot
17. Based on a real event that took place in Leipzig in 1821, twice during this play, Andres tells the title character to drink some brandy with a painkiller in it in order to “kill the fever.”  The doctor asks if he is still eating his peas, and chides him for pissing on a wall like a dog.  His wife Marie is embraced by the Drum Major who saw her during a parade, and he talks about economic and social injustice while he shaves the Captain.  FTP, identify this play that ends with the title character repeatedly stabbing his unfaithful wife, a fragmentary play written by Georg Buchner that served as the basis for a Berg opera.

Answer Woyzeck
18. The narrator’s fourth wife, Babette, is taking the mysterious drug Dylar in order to curb her fear of death.  The narrator hunts down the man that sold it to her and shoots him, later taking him to a hospital.  The narrator takes lessons in German in order to avoid embarrassment at a conference and is exposed to the Airborne Toxic Event while driving his family to an emergency shelter.  FTP, identify this novel about Jack Gladney, chair of Hitler studies at the College-on-the-Hill, whose title refers to the omnipresent transmissions that pulse over America, written by Don DeLillo.

Answer: White Noise
19. Glauconite is an unusual representative of this class of minerals since it has no apparent cleavage and typically occurs as pellet-like grains formed on seafloors.  Lepidolite is useful as a source of lithium and rubidium, while phlogopite is usually found in impure limestone.  Usually separated into light and dark colored groups, typical characteristics include perfect cleavage and splendent luster.  FTP, identify this group of hydrous aluminum and potassium silicate minerals including biotite and muscovite, which usually occurs in scales or sheets.

Answer: mica
20. After this commander’s most notable achievement, he suffered a defeat when trying to suppress Thrasybulus’ democratic revolt.  He later helped Agesilaus II gain the throne on the death of Agis II, and accompanied him to Asia in 396 BCE, but lost authority with the king.  Returning to Sparta next year, he led a force into Boeotia but was killed while attacking Haliartus.  FTP, identify Spartan commander victorious at Notium in 406 BCE, and who utterly defeated the Athenian fleet at Battle of Aegospotami.

Answer: Lysander
OT1. This author’s autobiographies include Memoirs of a Dutiful Daughter, All Said and Done, and The Prime of Life.  Her travel diaries include America Day by Day and The Long March, and works like A Very Easy Death and The Coming of Age describe the social and psychological dynamics of aging.  FTP, identify this female existentialist writer associated with Algren and Sartre, the author of Les Mandarins and The Second Sex.

Answer: Simone de Beauvoir
OT2. In addition to work in the Bhutan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, she authored a series of travel guides to Bhutan, Nepal, and Burma.  More notably, her political tracts Freedom From Fear and Other Writings and Voice of Hope reflect upon the 1947 assassination of her father and subsequent military crackdowns.  She joined the opposition to Ne Win and became the head of the National League for Democracy in her homeland, and the NLD won 80% of the seats in 1990 elections for parliament despite her house arrest.  FTP, identify this Burmese winner of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize.

Answer:  Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
OT3. A native of Worcester, Massachusetts, she attended Mount Holyoke and received a Master’s degree in social work from Columbia University.  As head of the New York City Consumer’s League, she became acquainted with Al Smith, and worked for Smith when he became governor in 1919.  She gained her most fame, however, with Smith’s successor, Franklin D. Roosevelt.  FTP, name this woman tapped by Roosevelt to be his Secretary of Labor in 1933, thereby becoming the first ever woman cabinet member.

Answer: Frances Perkins
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Bonus Questions
1. Fear the turtle! Answer these questions about turtles FTPE.

a) Turtles are members of this order of reptiles.

Answer: Chelonia or Testudine or Testudinata
b) Formed by backbone and ribs fused together by plates of bone, this is the turtle’s upper protective shell.

Answer: carapace
c) The largest of living turtles, this sole member of family Dermochelyidae can reach a length of 7 feet and weight of 1200 pounds.  A sea turtle, its shell is hidden under its dark-colored skin.

Answer: leatherback turtle or Dermochelys coriacea
2. Identify these events from first half of 1st century BCE Rome FTPE.

a) After this democratic governor of Hither Spain was expelled by Sullan troops, he was invited back by the Lusitanians in 80 BCE.  He ruled much of Spain until he was killed by Marcus Peperna in 72 BCE.

Answer: Quintus Sertorius
b) In 88 BCE, this tribune used 100 equites and 3000 bodyguards to help him pass a series of laws, including ones to distribute the new Italian citizens among all tribes, and one giving the eastern command to Marius.

Answer: Publius Sulpicius Rufus
c) In 64 CE, this man ran twice for consul unsuccessfully, and turned to more extreme methods, at which point many of his allies abandoned him.  Cicero arrested him and his conspirators, and they were put to death.

Answer: Lucius Sergius Catilina or Catiline
3. Answer some questions about that lazy bastard Anatoli Liadov FTPE.

a) Liadov was taught composition by this member of the Five, whose compositions include Sadko and The Maid of Pskov.  When Liadov was expelled from the St. Petersburg Conservatory in 1876, he mentioned his “incredible laziness” but also that he was “talented beyond telling.”

Answer: Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
b) Sergei Diaghilev asked Liadov to write this ballet before he asked Stravinsky, but because of Liadov’s indecision, it went to the latter.  Premiering in 1910, it was Stravinsky’s first great ballet.

Answer: The Firebird
c) Liadov’s best-known work is this tone poem about a sorceress.  Featuring the English horn and the celesta, its time signature, tempo, and contrast of extreme high and low registers are reminiscent of Dukas’ Sorcerer’s Apprentice.

Answer: Kikimora
4. Identify the author from works, 30-20-10.

a) (30 points) Briefing for a Descent Into Hell and The Grass is Singing
b) (20 points) Martha Quest and the Canopus in Argus: Archives series

c) (10 points) The Golden Notebook
Answer: Doris May Lessing
5. Identify some data communication coding systems FTPE.

a) It is a seven-bit code that assigns a unique combination to every keyboard character and also to some special functions.  The character zero is decimal 48, and 10 and 13 make the line feed and carriage return.

Answer: American Standard Code for Information Interchange

b) Used primarily on IBM mainframes and peripherals, this old-skool eight-bit code allows up to 256 different characters.

Answer: EBCDIC [Eb-suh-dick] or Extended Binary Coded

Decimal Interchange Code

c) Still used in telegraph and telex communications, this code designed by a Frenchman translates Morse code into a five-bit code.

Answer: Baudot code

6. Identify these men from early 20th century Mexican politics FTPE.

a) In 1911, Diaz was overthrown by a movement headed by this man, who became president, but was overthrown less than two years later.

Answer: Francisco Madero
b) Madero was overthrown by this man, whose short rule included the occupation of Vera Cruz by the US which almost became a full scale war.

Answer: Victoriano Huerta
c) After Huerta’s presidency, this man was recognized as the de facto president by the U.S. and other nations.  With the help of General Obregon, he defeated various rivals like Huerta, Villa and Guitierrez.  He himself was killed in 1920.

Answer: Venustiano Carranza
7. Identify these German philosophers FTPE.

a) This man wrote the definitive text on phenomenology with his Ideas: A General Introduction to Pure Phenomenology.

Answer: Edmund Husserl
b) Along with dramas like Nathan the Wise and Minna von Barnhelm, this man wrote works on aesthetics like Laocoon and How the Ancients Represented Death.

Answer: Gotthold Ephraim Lessing
c) One of the founders of existentialism, this German wrote such works as Philosophy and Existence and Psychology of World Views.  He used the term “das Umgreifende” or “the encompassing,” to refer to the ultimate limits of being.

Answer: Karl Jaspers
8. Answer these questions about a certain author FTSNOP.

a) (15 points) His own works include Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay, and pamphlets like A Groatsworth of Wit and Farewell to Folly, and he collaborated with Thomas Lodge on A Looking Glass for London and England.

Answer: Robert Greene
b) (5 points) Robert Greene’s Pandosto, the Triumph of Time provided Shakespeare with the plot to this play with characters like Polixenes and Hermione.

Answer: The Winter’s Tale
c) (10 points) Greene became involved in this controversy, a late 16th century pamphlet war between the Puritans and the Church of England, named for the purported author of the Puritan pamphlets.

Answer: Marprelate controversy

9. Identify these concepts from set theory FTPE.

a) Named for the German who first gave an axiomatic description of set theory in 1908, it states that the axiom of choice is equivalent to the statement that an order relation can be defined for any set so that there is a least element in every subset.

Answer: Zermelo’s theorem

b) A key result in set theory, it states that two sets have the same cardinality if there is an injective mapping from each set to the other.

Answer: Schroeder-Bernstein theorem

c) Proposed by Cantor, this hypothesis states that there is no set with cardinality strictly greater than that of the set of rational numbers, but strictly less than that of the set of real numbers.

Answer: continuum hypothesis

10. Identify the straits that separate these landmasses FTPE.

a) Sumatra and the Malay Peninsula

Answer: Strait of Malacca
b) Sri Lanka and peninsular India

Answer: Palk Strait

c) Victoria, Australia and Tasmania

Answer: Bass Strait

11. Identify these battles of the war of 1812 FTPE.

a) William Henry Harrison pursued General Henry Proctor across the Ontario peninsula to this namesake river.  The British and their allies under Tecumseh were defeated, allowing the US to consolidate its position in the Northwest.

Answer: Battle of the Thames River or Moraviantown
b) This was a British victory in October 1812.  The British commander Sir Isaac Brock was killed during the fighting, which resulted in a failed raid by the Americans in Ontario.

Answer: Battle of Queenston Heights
c) Taking place from August 17-29 1814, General Ross landed at the mouth of the Patuxent River in Maryland.  He met the Americans near this city. The Americans were routed and the British went on to torch the Capitol and other buildings.

Answer: Battle of Bladensburg
12. Name these Eugene O’Neill plays from descriptions FTPE.

a) Dion presents a sensual cynical mask to the world, and when he removes it, Margaret is repulsed.  The title character marries Margaret, but is shot by the police after being accused of the murder of his old self.

Answer: The Great God Brown
b) Phil Hogan’s daughter Josie is in love with Jim Tyrone, Jr., who has come back to his family’s farm after his mother’s death.  Hogan encourages Josie to seduce Jim in order to gain hold of the farm, but Jim spurns her advances and they part.

Answer: A Moon for the Misbegotten
c) O’Neill’s only comedy, Nat Miller’s son Richard is forbidden to court Muriel. He goes on a bender and falls under the influence of Belle. In the end his dissolute uncle Sid sets things straight and he comes back to Muriel.

Answer: Ah, Wilderness!
13. Identify these Swedish chemists FTPE.

a) Chlorine, molybdenum, citric and prussic acid are among this 18th century chemist’s discoveries.

Answer: Carl Wilhelm Scheele
b) The founder of the Nobel Symposia, this man used his powerful method of electrophoresis in order to analyze animal proteins.

Answer: Arne Wilhelm Kaurin Tiselius
c) Although he introduced mineral analysis by the blowpipe, and wrote the 1758 Essay towards a System of Mineralogy, he is probably best known for isolating nickel in 1751.

Answer: Baron Axel Fredrik Cronstedt
14. Name these Greek orators from descriptions FTSNOP.

a) (10 points) He supposedly introduced figures of speech like antithesis and isocolon to the Athenians. His style influenced Thucydides’ version of Pericles funeral oration, and he was parodied by Plato in Menexenus.

Answer: Gorgias
b) (15 points) He was exiled from Athens by the Thirty Tyrants in 404 BCE.  After prosecuting Eratosthenes, one of the Tyrants responsible for his brother Polemarchus’ death, he became successful as a writer of speeches for litigants.

Answer: Lysias
c) (5 points) The rival of Aeschines, his best-known orations include the Olynthiacs, On the Crown, and the Philippics.

Answer: Demosthenes
15. Name the following states created during the fragmentation of Ottoman Europe FTPE.

a) Currently seeking independence from Yugoslavia is this small state, joined with Serbia after World War I.

Answer: Montenegro
b) Bosnia and Herzegovina became part of Austro-Hungary, while this third region, under the Congress of Berlin, became southern Serbia.

Answer: Novi Pazar
c) Great Power concerns about the sudden creation of a large Bulgaria led to the creation of this short-lived state, in between Bulgaria and Turkey.

Answer: East Rumelia
16. Answer these questions about Perseus FTPE.

a) Perseus killed this man, his grandfather, with a discus, as foretold before Perseus’ birth.

Answer: Acrisius
b) Perseus was saved from drowning by Dictys, but this man, his brother, fell in love with Danae. He sent Perseus on a mission to get a Gorgon’s head as a wedding gift for his pretend marriage to Hippodamia.

Answer: Polydectes
c) Perseus saved this Ethiopian woman, the daughter of Cepheus and Cassiopea, from the sea-monster Ceto.

Answer: Andromeda
17. Name the following authors who wrote about the Vietnam War FTPE.

a) This author of Sophie's Choice and Darkness Visible wrote a story of Vietnam as part of his three tales of youth in his A Tidewater Morning.

Answer: William Styron
b) In The Things They Carried, he attempts to explain the soldiers of Vietnam by saying "Men killed, and died, because they were embarrassed not to." He also wrote If I Die in a Combat Zone.

Answer: Tim O'Brien
c) In Pharaoh's Army, a fictionalized memoir of service as a combat advisor to the South Vietnamese army, is this author's sequel to This Boy's Life.

Answer: Tobias Wolfe
18. Answer these questions about the formation of the stellar spectral classification system FTPE.

a) Stars were assigned a letter from A to P until a team under Edward Pickering consolidated the classes and reordered them into this sequence of 7 spectral classes, traditionally memorized with a slightly sexist mnemonic.

Answer: OBAFGKM
b) This member of the project suggested that the sequence should be subdivided into finer steps by attaching an integer from 0 to 9 to the original letter. She also published the Henry Draper stellar catalogue with Pickering between 1918-1924.

Answer: Annie Jump Cannon
c) Our Sun is classified by this letter and number.

Answer: G2
19. Answer these questions about the Time of Troubles FTPE.

a) The period began with the appearance of a false Dmitri and the death of this ruler in 1605.  His son Theodore II succeeded him for a short time until he was murdered by the Boyars.

Answer: Boris Godunov
b) In 1606, this man, along with a faction of the Boyars murdered the pretender, and he became tsar.

Answer: Basil Shuisky
c) Under Sigismund III, a Polish army attempted to invade Russia, but they were driven out by the army raised by Kuzma Minin and led by this Prince.

Answer: Prince Dmitry Mikhailovich Pozharsky
20. Identify the architects of these buildings FTPE.

a) Schroeder House in Utrecht, Holland

Answer: Gerrit Thomas Rietveld
b) Chrysler Building, New York

Answer: William Van Alen
c) Supreme Court Building in Washington DC, and the Woolworth Building in New York

Answer: Cass Gilbert
21. Answer the following about an Aristophanes play FTPE.

a) First performed in 411 BCE, it describes an attempt by the women of Greece to stop the Peloponnesian War by withholding sex.

Answer: Lysistrata
b) Portrayed as slow-witted and with a hickish accent, this is the only wife of the play's opening conference who doesn't remain in the Akropolis as a hostage.

Answer: The Spartan
c) This character, named only by his title, arrives in mid-play to protest the women's occupation of the Akropolis, saying "war is nothing to do with women," which introduces Lysistrata's monologue on the suffering of women during the war.

Answer: The Proboulos
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