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Tossups by Vanderbilt (Matt Schneller)

1. He was exiled after leading a conspiracy against Agnès Sorel and Pierre de Brézé, and even revolted against his father in an episode known as the “Praguerie.” After defeating his former allies' "League of the Public Weal," he appointed advisors like Louis Tristan L'Hermite and Cardinal Balue, and earned his famous nickname due to his extensive spy ring. The son of Charles VII, identify, FTP, this king who reigned from 1461-1483, nicknamed the “Spider King.”

Answer: King Louis XI of France

2. The curse of Count Monterone resonates throughout this opera, both opening and closing the action.  In between, the title character pays Sparafucile to kill the Duke of Mantua, but the assassin instead decides to kill the first person that walks in the door.  Unfortunately for the conspirator who planned the assassination, his own daughter – Gilda – trots on through and is slain.  FTP, name her father, a court jester, and you’ve named this Giuseppe Verdi classic.

Answer: Rigoletto
3. First published in Hound and Horn magazine in 1930, the characters in this short story include Lupe, an Indian maid, Eugenio, a revolutionary, Braggioni, a singer, and Laura, an English teacher and clandestine worker for the revolutionary cause. Later that year, the tale was the title work of the first collection by its suicidal Texan author.  FTP, name this short story by Katherine Anne Porter.

Answer: Flowering Judas
4. Their stomata are found parallel to the long axis of the leaf while their stems have scattered vascular bundles surrounded by a large parenchyma and no pith.  Flower segments are typically arranged in multiples of three and examples includes palms, bamboo, and orchids. For ten points, what plant class, the smaller of the two divisions of angiosperms, has only one seed leaf?

Answer: monocotyledons or class Liliopsida
5. This man claimed to "find" some lost texts of Confucius that conveniently supported his own reforms, including the nationalization of land and manumission of slaves, and the creation regional commissions to control the price of staple goods. Unfortunately, for him, starvation ensued and a group of peasants known as the "Red Eyebrows" executed him, thereby aborting his Hsin dynasty.  FTP, whose chaotic rule divided the Early and Late Han dynasties?

Answer: Wang Mang
6. After serving his former friends a banquet of warm water, a ruined nobleman leaves town to live in a cave.  The hoard of gold he finds is useless to him, so he gives it to Alcibiades, who proceeds to attack the city, whose senators come to beg the main character to help them.  He offers them just a fig tree on which to hang themselves; at the end of the play, when a compromise is made between Alcibiades and Athens, it is found that he has died in his cave, still hating humanity.  For ten points, name this tragedy by Shakespeare, thought to be written only partly by the Bard himself.

Answer:  Timon of Athens

7. If one assumes a hidden variable theory as well as locality, general arguments produce this prediction for the measurement of, for example, the correlations of particle spins.  However, it has been experimentally shown to be untrue in a manner consistent with standard quantum mechanics.  First proposed in 1964 in response to the EPR paradox is, for ten points, what inequality?

Answer: Bell's inequality or Bell’s theorem

8. His "Arusha Declaration" proposed a form of African socialism to oppose the personality-driven style of Kwame Nkrumah in Ghana.  His own influence over East Africa was no less complete, however: he drove Idi Amin from power in Uganda and merged his own nation with Zanzibar.  FTP, who allied with Oscar Kambona to lead Tanganyika to independence in 1961 and was President of Tanzania until 1985?

Answer: Julius Nyerere

9.  The most densely populated locale in the world, its tourist traps include the burned-out façade of St. Paul's Basilica and the home of Luís de Camões.  It is barely connected to Zhongshan island across the Pearl River, and is now a part of Guangzhou province.  FTP, identify the small Chinese island owned from 1849-1999 by Portugal.

Answer: Macao

10. The number for these compounds was proposed by Alfred Werner, with the value of 6 corresponding to an octahedral structure.  Those containing polydentate ligands are called chelates and examples include vitamin B12, chlorophyll, and hemoglobin.  For ten points, a central metal atom is surrounded by non-metal groups in what class of compounds?

Answer: coordination compounds or complexes

11. Born in Columbus, Ohio in 1890, his books include Seven Came Through and Fighting the Flying Circus.  While President of Eastern Airlines, he volunteered to conduct an inspection of U.S. Pacific naval bases during World War II; during the tour, he was shot down but survived for 23 days on a raft.  He's best known, however, for his heroics with the "Hat-in-the-Ring" flying squadron of the First World War.  FTP, who won a Congressional Medal of Honor for downing 26 German planes?

Answer: Edward Vernon Rickenbacker
12. This theory assumes that territorially-defined nations are unitary actors with a single set of interests involved in a zero-sum game of international anarchy.  Although it has its origins as far back as Thucydides, its major proponents include Kenneth Walls and Henry Morgenthau.  FTP, identify the theory of international relations which asserts that nations seek a favorable balance of power and security.

Answer: realist paradigm or realist theory or realism
13. In this work, inveterate gambler Fred Vincy loves Mary Garth, a youthful doctor named Lydgate loves Fred's sister Rosamond, and the main character wouldn't mind Will Ladislaw.  However, she eventually marries an older cousin of Will's, Mr. Casaubon.  FTP, Dorothea Brooke is the disaffected central character of what 1872 George Eliot novel?

Answer: Middlemarch
14. Upon its completion in 1962, a writer for Interiors magazine named Edgar Kaufmann called it “a festival of ordered movements and exhilarating vistas; however, its chief architect quietly explained, “I wanted to catch the excitement of the trip.”  Using four angled carapaces for its roof, each separated by a band of skylight, the space within its sprawling, crablike shell sparkles with excitement.  For 10 points, what is this boldly expressionistic building designed by Eero Saarinen for New York’s John F. Kennedy International Airport?

Answer: TWA Flight Center or TWA Terminal (prompt on JFK airport before it’s mentioned)

15. Structurally described by Wani and Wall in 1971, its vinca alkaloids were at first thought to destabilize microtubules, but later work showed it uses other paths to disrupt mitosis.  Scarcity led to searches for other sources and, in 1983, it was synthesized from baccatin III, derived from a European shrub.  For ten points, name the anti-cancer compound first isolated from the bark of the Pacific yew.

Answer: taxol or paclitaxel
16. A bit ironically, the city of Antioch founded the monastery of Kal'at Semaan around his remains.  Born in 388 CE at Sisan, Syria, he moved from his monastic home to a secluded hut to a rocky desert outcropping.  He enjoyed the counsel of famous figures like the Emperor Theodosius, but eventually had to move to avoid pestering pilgrims.  FTP, what ascetic spent the last 36 years of his life living on the top increasingly higher pillars?

Answer: St. Simeon Stylites the Elder

17. In a 1998 article in the New England Journal of Medicine a team of doctors and historians declared his cause of death to be typhoid fever.  They drew their conclusion not so much from his symptoms of fever, chest pain, and partial paralysis as recorded by Plutarch and Arrian, but mainly because of strange reports that his body did not decompose until several days after his death.  For 10 points, who was this man whose body, under orders by his general Ptolemy, was then immersed in honey to prevent further decomposition during the trip to his final interment in Egypt in 323 BC?

Answer: Alexander III of Macedon, or Alexander the Great
18. Understandably, this philosopher changed his name from the drab “Johann Schmidt” to a punchier pseudonym.  Along with his second wife, Marie, he was a member of a left Hegelian offshoot known as "The Free."  He began along traditional left Hegelian lines by writing Art and Religion, but soon branched off into his own, almost solipsistic philosophy.  FTP, identify this German anarchistic writer best known for 1845's The Ego and Its Own.

Answer: Max Stirner
19. Dragoon is a statically typed one, Python dynamically typed, and both typings are included in Eiffel.  In these languages, self-contained collections of procedures and data structures can be used in new programs by assembling a set of the predefined structures.  For ten points, name this class of programming languages which includes C++ and Java and is often abbreviated OO.

Answer: object-oriented programming languages (prompt on “programming languages” on the first sentence)

20. This author completed her undergraduate work at the University of Miami, and her non-poetic works include the short story collection Fifth Sunday, the verse drama The Darker Face of the Earth, and the novel Through the Ivory Gate.  The author of Yellow House on the Corner and Museum, she was the writer-in-residence at the Tuskeegee Institute in 1982, and her most recent poetic output is On the Bus with Rosa Parks.  FTP, name this former Poet Laureate and author of Thomas and Beulah.

Answer: Rita Dove
21. If the tax rate lies to the left of T'', higher taxes would raise government revenue.  If to the right, reducing taxes would harder work and ultimately increase revenue.  First sketched out on a napkin, it was the graph of choice of the Reagan era.  FTP, what little bit of bullshit posited an inverse relationship between taxes and revenues?

Answer: Laffer curve

22. As a science-fiction author, he penned bestsellers like The Black Cloud and A for Andromeda.  Knighted in 1972, he has held professorships at Cal Tech, Cornell, and Cambridge.  His best-known scientific work was done in collaboration with Herman Bondi and Thomas Gold.  FTP, name this proponent of the steady-state theory who derisively coined the term “Big Bang.”

Answer: Sir Fred Hoyle
This author's conduct around women was quite suspect – he raped Jill Craigie, wife of Labor Party leader Michael Foot, in 1951 and committed dual suicide with his wife Cynthia in 1983.  His books include The Act of Creation, The Ghost in the Machine, and The God That Failed.  FTP, what Hungarian-born author is best known for writing Darkness at Noon?

Answer: Arthur Koestler
Discovered in 1898 by Olaf Ohman, a controversial translation by Erik Wahlgren reads: "8 Swedes and 22 Norwegians on an exploration journey from Vinland westward. We had our camp by 2 rocky islets one day's journey north of this stone. We were out fishing one day. When we came home we found 10 men red with blood and dead. AVM save us from evil. We have 10 men by the sea to look after our ships, 14 days journey from this island. Year 1362."  FTP, name this 202-pound rune stone, allegedly created by explorer Paul Knutson and discovered near its namesake town in Minnesota.

Answer: Kensington Stone

Located under the third root of Yggdrasil and home to ever-hungry serpent Nidhögg, it contains the hot spring Hvergelmir.  Home to the daughter of Loki and Angurboda, among its unpleasant locales were Nastrond, the Shore of Corpses, and Helheim, the home of the deceased.  FTP, name the icy "land of mists" in Norse mythology.

Answer: Niflheim (accept early: Helheim)

It was advertised as "An Experiment in Modern Music" by promoter/conductor Paul Whiteman for its premiere at Aeolian Hall in New York City.  The 1924 composition begins with perhaps the most famous clarinet solo in classical music.  FTP, the composer's brother Ira named what famous George Gershwin piece?

Answer: Rhapsody in Blue
Originally dubbed the "Village Theater," it was opened by Bill Graham on March 8th, 1968 with a show by Albert King, Tim Buckley, and Big Brother and the Holding Company.  Among its memorable guests were the Doors, the Allman Brothers, and the Grateful Dead.  FTP, name this legendary New York City rock venue, a parallel club to a San Francisco establishment.

Answer: Fillmore East Auditorium

"Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store? / Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find / Thee sitting careless on a granary floor…" "Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; / Conspiring with him how to load and bless / With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run…" FTP, name this seasonal Keats poem.

Answer: "To Autumn"

On January 11, 2000, Finance Minister Alfredo Arizaga announced that this nation would join Panama in adopting the U.S. dollar as its official currency.  The dramatic move couldn’t stave off a coup against President Jamil Mahuad, but it did retired the nation's old currency, the sucre.  FTP, what Latin American nation's capital is in Quito?

Answer: Ecuador
The teacher of Hugo van der Goes, he elaborated upon the concept of “space pockets” introduced by his own teacher, Dieric Bouts.  The first major Dutch artist to travel to Italy, while traveling he worked on the “Famous Men” series in the study of Federigo da Montefeltro and created a large Communion of the Apostles altarpiece after the commissioner fired Paolo Uccello.  FTP, name the artist often referred to by his adopted hometown of Ghent.

Answer: Joos van Ghent or Joos van Wassenhove

A bleak mountain range provides the background, and sparse vegetation is scattered about a barren field.  A skeleton on the right and a skull on the left presage the fate of the unfortunate central figure, which will soon be sacrificed in order to remit the sins of the Israelites.  FTP, name this William Holman Hunt painting.

Answer: The Scapegoat
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1. Who wants to be a geologist?  You'll be given a geologic event and must choose in which of these geologic periods it occurred: Archaen Eon, Proterozoic Eon, Paleozoic Era, Mesozoic Era, and Cenozoic Era. The catch?  A miss earns you zero points for the bonus, but you can choose to stop after hearing the next question.  (Note to reader: Read the number of points and each question.  Ask the team if they want to answer and if so, what it is.  If they're right, go on.)

5. Humans evolve

Answer: Cenozoic
5. First multicelled organisms, including eukaryotes, develop

Answer: Protoerzoic
5. Trilobites flourish

Answer: Paleozoic
5. Primary formation of the Appalachian mountains occurs

Answer: Paleozoic
10. Pangaea begins to break up

Answer: Mesozoic
2. Answer these questions about the reign of a Russian tsarina FTP each.

1. The youngest daughter of Catherine I and Peter the Great, she assumed control of Russia in a palace coup in 1741.

Answer: Empress Elizabeth
2. Elizabeth’s most significant foreign policy involvement, committing troops to the Seven Years War, was negated when this successor withdrew from the conflict.

Answer:  Peter III
3. Elizabeth's favorite, this brilliant politician replaced the soul tax with an indirect salt tax, presided over a boom in the metallurgical industry, and enriched himself with loans from the "Copper Bank."

Answer: Peter Shuvalov

3. Name the author, 30-20-10.

30. He studied under Salama Musa, a distinguished philosopher who published his first novel, The Game of Fate, in 1939.

20. Other works include Midaq Alley and The Struggle of Thebes.

10. This author of the Cairo Trilogy set one of his most famous works in his childhood home of Gebelawi.

Answer: Naguib Mahfouz

4. Name these 19th century American artists from works on a 10-5 basis.

1. 10. The Country Election, Raftsmen Playing Cards
     5. The Jolly Flatboatmen in Port, Fur Traders Going down the Missouri
Answer: George Caleb Bingham
2. 10. Genesee Valley Landscape, Progress
      5. Kindred Spirits
Answer: Asher Durand
3. 10. Promenade on the Beach, The Adirondack Guide
     5. The Gulf Stream
Answer: Winslow Homer
5. Identify these things concerning circles for the stated number of points.

5.  How many points are needed to identify a unique circle?

Answer: three
5.  What name is given to a line segment between points on the perimeter?  A diameter is the longest possible one.

Answer: chord
10. What name is given to the distance from the midpoint of a chord to the center of a circle?

Answer: apothem
10. Give in terms of the polar coordinates r and theta the equation of a circle centered at the point r = 1, theta = 0 with a radius equal to 1.  You have 15 seconds.

Answer: r = 2 cos(theta)

6. Answer these related questions from U.S. history FTSNOP.

5. This man led an unsuccessful raid on Harper's Ferry, VA, in October of 1859.

Answer: John Brown

5. On October 18, this Colonel stormed the arsenal with a company of marines.

Answer: Robert E. Lee
10. Brown collected money for the raid from this alliteratively named collaboration of wealthy northeastern anti-slavery activists.

Answer: the Secret Six
10. Among the "Secret Six" was this Boston Congregationalist minister.

Answer: Theodore Parker

7. FTPE, name these people and places visited by Lemuel Gulliver during his travels.

1. Gulliver’s second voyage takes him to this flying island, where he finds pedants obsessed with their own specialized areas of speculation and utterly ignorant of the rest of life.

Answer: Laputa
2. Later, Gulliver visits this Island of the Sorcerers, where he speaks with great men of the past and learns from them the lies of history.

Answer: Glubdubdrib
3. While at Glubdubdrib he also meets these people who are immortal and, as a result, miserable.

Answer: Struldbrugs
8. For ten points each, identify the sites of recent world unpleasantness.

1. This Chechnyan city has been the site of extended bombing campaigns and building-to-building fighting.

Answer: Grozny
2. Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike was unharmed in a suicide bombing in this city in early January.  Six others were not so fortunate.

Answer: Colombo
3. A hijacked India Air airplane ended up in this city in Afghanistan.

Answer: Kandahar

9. Name these Republican politicians from the 1940s FTSNOP.

5. This governor of New York lost presidential elections in both 1944 and 1948.

Answer: Thomas Edmund Dewey
10. This Ohio senator was an outspoken isolationist.  He was the presumptive Republican presidential candidate in 1952, until being trumped by Eisenhower at the convention.

Answer: Robert Alphonso Taft
5. This former presidential candidate personified lend-lease for the English, and opposed isolationism in such books as One World and An American Program.

Answer: Wendell Lewis Willkie
4. For 10 points, this Michigander who chaired the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs from 1947 to 1949 provided bipartisan support for the Truman Doctrine.

Answer: Arthur Vandenberg
10. Answer these questions about the interference of light, ten points each.

1. When the difference of this property of two otherwise identical waves is zero, interference is constructive.  When it is different by 180 degrees, it is destructive.

Answer: phase
2. These are the bright and dark bands caused by the interference of two beams of light as they move in and out of phase with one another.

Answer: interference fringes

3. This English scientist inferred the wave nature of light from the pattern of interference fringes he saw after shining light through two openings in a screen.

Answer: Thomas Young (the two-slit experiment)

11. Given an important work of psychology, name its author FTP each.

1. Behaviorism and Psychology from the Standpoint of a Behaviorist
Answer: John Broadus Watson
2. The Behavior of Organisms and Beyond Freedom and Dignity
Answer: Burrhus Frederic Skinner
3. Animal Intelligence and The Measurement of Intelligence
Answer: Edward Thorndike
12. Identify these authors from works on a 10-5 basis.

1. 10. The Adventures of an Atom
     5. The Adventures of Roderick Random, The Expedition of Humphrey Clinker
Answer: Tobias George Smollett

2. 10. Don Guzman d’Alfarache, Estevanille Gonzales

      5. Histoire de Gil Blas de Santillane
Answer: Alain Rene Lesage

3. 10. La Galatea, Novelas Ejemplares

      5. Don Quixote
Answer: Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra

13. Answer these questions about events in 1932, 5-10-15.

5.  This man refused Hindenburg's offer of the Vice Chancellorship.  Later that year, he gained German citizenship and was appointed Regierungsrat of Brunswick.

Answer: Adolf Hitler
10. This chancellor of Hindenburg suppressed the Prussian socialist government, and, later served as Hitler’s vice-chancellor. 

Answer: Franz von Papen
15. This Nationalist Party politician, a Nazi sympathizer, won control of Hungary.

Answer: Julius Gömbös

14. PAHs are a class of compounds consisting solely of carbon and hydrogen which, being a product of standard combustion, are common but also carcinogenic.  For ten points each:

1. For what do the letters PAH stand?

Answer: polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon
2. What is the simplest PAH, consisting of two linked benzene rings?

Answer: naphthalene
3. PAHs are carcinogenic because their planar structure allows them to slip between layers in a DNA strand, potentially causing damage.  Give the name for this term.

Answer: intercalation
15. Answer these questions about the work of composer Howard Hanson FTP each.

1. Born of Swedish immigrants, Hanson was jokingly referred to as the “American Sibelius” after the premier of his Symphony No 1.  Give the common nickname of the symphony.

Answer: Nordic Symphony
2. His Symphony No 4, composed after the death of his father, includes this traditional Latin tune also used effectively by Berlioz. However, he set it as a scherzo – a move that imbued the somber melody with an unusual bitterness.

Answer: Dies Irae
3. Along with his symphonies, Hanson is known for this 1934 opera.

Answer: The Merry Mount

16. Identify these 20th century American authors FTSNOP.

10. This children’s author is best known for novels like I am the Cheese and The Chocolate War.

Answer: Robert Cormier
15. One of the heaviest-drinking authors of the century, this novelist reminisced about childhood in Ham and Rye and his adult passions in Women.

Answer: Charles Bukowski
5. This man’s works include Tortilla Flat and Cannery Row.

Answer: John Ernst Steinbeck

17. Answer these questions about ancient Roman law FTP each.

1. Drawn up in 451 BC by a board of ten men, this set of laws constituted the fundamental law of Rome until the 2nd century.  It is no longer extant.

Answer: Twelve Tables
2. This 287 BC law gave the plebs complete legal equality with the patricians.

Answer: lex Hortensia
3. After this man became tribune in 123 BC, he passed a revival of a land law proposed ten years earlier, and a law obliging the government to provide grain at a fair price, and also proposed to extend Latin rights to all other Italians.

Answer: Gaius Sempronius Gracchus
18. Answer these questions about medieval philosophy FTP each.

1. This Dominican is best known for two similarly titled books, Summa contra Gentiles and Summa Theologiae.

Answer: Thomas Aquinas
2. Aquinas wrote the first of four books of the philosophical treatise On the Government of Rulers.  What Italian, a native of the Tuscan city of Lucca, completed books 2-4?

Answer: Ptolemy of Lucca

3. Both authors consistently refer to Etymologies, a medieval equivalent of the OED written by what native of Seville, Spain?

Answer: Isidore of Seville
19. Answer these questions about opiates, ten points each.

1. Treating morphine with acetyl anhydride gives this drug, first developed in 1898 by the Bayer Company.

Answer: heroin
2. Often injected as a part of general anesthesia, the methyl form of this synthetic narcotic is known as China White

Answer: fentanyl
3. All opiates belong to this class of compounds, a type of cyclic amine which usually have bitter tastes.  Examples include strychnine, quinine, and nicotine.

Answer: alkaloid

20. FTPE, name these characters from A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

1. The action of the play is instigated when this woman escapes to the forest with Lysander after her father Egeus had promised her to another man.

Answer: Hermia
2. Egeus had betrothed Hermia to this man, who follows Hermia and Lysander into the forest.

Answer: Demetrius
3. When Puck mistakenly drops his magical juice into Lysander’s eyes, he falls in love with this woman who loves Demetrius. After Oberon tries to correct Puck’s mistake, Demetrius falls in love with this woman too.

Answer: Helena

21. Identify these events of 1492 from clues.

This English king invaded France after the Frenchies supported the invasion of Perkin Warbeck.

Answer: Henry VII
This infamous Pope was invested.

Answer: Pope Alexander VI or Roderigo Borgia
Columbus' flagship, the Santa Maria, wrecked off the shore of this island.

Answer: Hispaniola
Given an example of 19th century architecture and a very brief description, name its primary creator FTP each.

1. Arc de Triomphe de l'Étoile (commemorative arch)

Answer: Jean François Chalgrin

2. Royal Pavilion, Brighton (onion-domed guest house)

Answer: John Nash

3. Niagara Falls Suspension Bridge (transit structure)

Answer: John A. Roebling

FTP each, name these people born on January 7.

Born in 1800 in New York, he used his Presidential powers to hammer out the Compromise of 1850.

Answer: Millard Fillmore

Born in 1912 in New Jersey, he's best known for his macabre cartoons.

Answer: Charles Addams

Born in 1844 in Lourdes, this French peasant-saint hallucinated the Virgin Mary.

Answer: St. Bernadette of Lourdes

FTP each, answer these questions about a Spanish playwright.

1. Who wrote plays like The Public and The House of Bernardo Alba?

Answer: Federico Garcia Lorca
2. Inspired by Bach’s cantata no. 140, this play’s cast includes three woodcutters, Leonardo, the bride and the groom.

Answer: Blood Wedding
The title character of this play is obsessed with an overwhelming desire for a child.

3. Answer: Yerma
Given an adverb from a foreign language, give its English translation.  10 points apiece.

doucement (French)

Answer: gently

fuerte (Spanish)

Answer: loudly

meno (Italian)

Answer: less

