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Tossups by the University of Oklahoma
1. During this geologic period, the climate was warm and humid in much of present-day North America and Eurasia but colder in the southern continents, the South Pole of the time being centered in what is now Algeria. Marine invertebrates were still the predominant life forms and the seas harbored the earliest vertebrates, primitive fish with bony armor plates. Graptolites, corals, crinoids, bryozoans, and clams first made their appearance in this period, named for an ancient Welsh tribe and spanning from about 500 million to 430 million years ago. FTP, name this second period of the Paleozoic Era.

Answer: Ordovician

2. A Stravinsky concerto shares its name with this historic conference. This meeting represented the first step in carrying out paragraph 4 of the Moscow Declaration of 1943, which recognized the need for a successor to the League of Nations.  Held from August 21 until October 7, 1944, for ten points what was the name given to the meeting held at an historic mansion at the western end of Georgetown in the District of Columbia?

Answer: Dumbarton Oaks
3. The title character has a strange birthmark above her right eye, which is variously interpreted as a rose, a snake, her mother's ashes or a tadpole. Other characters include Shadrack, a shell shocked WWI vet who invents National Suicide Day, the Deweys, a trio of troublemakers, and Plum, a heroin addict who is burned to death by his one legged mother. The title character returns to the hillside community known as the Bottom and wreaks havoc stealing men. FTP name this Toni Morrison novel.

Answer: Sula
4. As mentioned in the Asimov short story “Pate de Fois Gras,” this element's isotopes have the highest “packing fraction,” that is, that they use the most energy per nucleon to maintain nuclear stability, making them the most stable. The presence of this element in a stellar core is a star’s death knell, as its fusion, like all elements lighter than it, is an endothermic process instead of exothermic. FTP, identify this element, of which Rudyard Kipling wrote “is the master of them all,” the lightest ferromagnetic element and 90% component of Earth's core.

Answer: iron
5. According to biographer Fulke Greville, this man gave his water bottle to a wounded soldier while he himself lay dying on the battlefield. He produced a work of literary criticism in which he also defended imaginative literature against the Puritans, An Apologie for Poetrie, and established the pastoral romance as an English genre with his Arcadia. FTP name this English poet who wrote the sonnet sequence Astrophel and Stella.

Answer: Sir Phillip Sidney
6. Internet Explorer renders it as a Cascade Style Sheet and Netscape is still experimenting with it.  Developed by the W3C, it is a pared-down version of SGML, designed especially for Web documents. It allows designers to create their own customized tags, enabling the definition, transmission, validation, and interpretation of data between applications and between organizations.  FTP identify this programming language, possibly the successor of HTML as the standard Web formatting specification if it is supported by future Web browsers.

Answer: extensible markup language or XML

7. In this year, thirty-six were killed and 3500 injured in riots in Newark and Detroit in July; the USS Liberty was accidentally torpedoed by Israel, killing 34; Lyndon Johnson and Aleksei Kosygin met at Glassboro State College in New Jersey; and Adam Clayton Powell was denied his Congressional seat on charges of misusing government funds.  FTP these all happened in what year, which also saw the ratification of the 25th Amendment to the US Constitution and the Green Bay Packers beat the Kansas City Chiefs 35-10 in the first Super Bowl.

Answer: 1967

8. A serious student of the piano as a child, he would later argue for the connections between music and his art, particularly the tonal gradations in each. He highlighted the plight of American minorities in works such as Born Free and Equal, a documentary of the Japanese-American interns at the Manzanar Relocation Center during World War II. An ardent conservationist, he was director of the Sierra Club for 37 years, during which time he published This Is the American Earth and These We Inherit: The Parklands of America. For 10 points, who was this photographer of the collections Yosemite and the Sierra Nevada, Yosemite and the Range of Light, and Yosemite Valley?

Answer: Ansel Adams
9. This Chicago native, a graduate of the University of Illinois-Chicago and the University of Chicago Law School, was elected to the Illinois State Legislature in 1978, serving there for nine years, and was the first African-American to serve as that body’s assistant majority leader.  Successful in a U. S. Senate bid in 1992, largely because incumbent Alan Dixon had voted to confirm Clarence Thomas for the Supreme Court, she became the fourth African-American senator.  For 10 points, who was this first black woman senator who lost in her 1998 bid to be re-elected?

Answer: Carol Moseley-Braun
10. This author’s first works are The Brown Owl, a fairy story, and The Shifting of the Fire, written two years before he eloped with Elsia Martindale. Fond of military themes, he helped discover D.H. Lawrence, wrote criticism on Henry James, and founded The English Review. He also worked with Joseph Conrad to write Romance and The Inheritors, and on his own, he wrote a tetralogy about Christopher Tietjens, an aristocrat who serves in and endures the social changes brought about by World War I. FTP name the author of The Good Soldier and Parade's End.

Answer: Ford Madox Ford or Ford Madox Hueffer

11. Generally three to eight inches long and about one inch thick, these are most commonly found in Florida, due to the sandy soil and the high incidence of thunderstorms. They are often tubular vitrified crusts produced by the fusion of sand or rock by lightning. FTP name this bizarre looking glassy "rocks" whose name comes from Latin for "to blaze" or "to burn".

Answer: fulgarites
12. One was a personification of the old year, or the sorrow of its passing. The second was the son of Apollo and Psamathe, a daughter of the King of Argus, whose death at the hand of his maternal grandfather caused Apollo to send a monster and a plague. Another was also a musician, who tried to teach Hercules but killed after he chastised the hero, and the fourth was a son of a Muse who taught Thamyris and Orpheus. FTP, give the name these four share with an insecure boy attached to his blanket.

Answer: Linus
13. The maxims of this political tract include "Governing a large state is like cooking a small fish." It advocates keeping the people ignorant and therefore contains a somewhat shocking doctrine, especially for Westerners who are looking for mystical wisdom. Allegedly written at the insistence of a gatekeeper, it insists that learning is not by knowledge but by insight and praises the value of wu-wei, or "not-doing". FTP name this ancient Chinese book of 81 mystical poems attributed to Lao-tse.

Answer: Tao te Ching

14. The Roman general at this battle unwisely decided to pursue the enemy rather than wait for Geminus who was moving to join him. The enemy moved eastwards, to the south of Cortona, and Flaminius hoped that he would be able to trap them between his and Geminus's armies. The Carthaginians staked themselves along the hills, trapping the Romans in the narrow plain below, adjacent to the water. 15,000 Romans were killed and another 10,000 were taken prisoner, and Flaminius was killed.  FTP, name this 217 BC triumph for Hannibal on the shores of an Umbrian lake.

Answer: Battle of Lake Trasimene
15. This writer's period of preeminence was brief. After the failure of Pertharite, he withdrew from the stage for eight years, and then reemerged with Oedipe, only to find that the direct style of his chief rival was more far popular than his own complexity. This author of Rodogune and Andromede had experienced an earlier setback, when the Acadamie Francaise had censured his most popular play. FTP name this rival of Racine and author of plays like Polyeucte, Médée, and Le Cid. 

Answer: Pierre Corneille

16. Shortly before the composition of this piece, the composer was diagnosed with having a valvular malformation of the heart, and his eldest daughter “Putzi” had earlier died of scarlet fever. Unlike a normal symphony, it contains six movements including The Farewell, Drunk in Spring, and Autumn Loneliness, all of which contain voice parts. Its composer was prompted to write it after his discovery of Hans Bethge’s The Chinese Flute, a collection of poems adapted from the original Chinese. FTP name this piece, which Gustav Mahler did not call a symphony because it would have been his ninth.

Answer: The Song of the Earth or Das Lied von der Erde
17. In the unborn child, it functions primarily to produce red blood cells, a function that normally ceases after birth but that may be resumed later if diseases slow down this function in the bone marrow. It produces antibodies against various disease organisms and manufactures a variety of blood cells. In some other mammals, it stores red blood cells and feeds them into the circulation to maintain the volume of blood. FTP identify this left-side abdominal organ, once classified as an endocrine gland.

Answer: spleen

18. Born off the coast of Jamaica, the son of merchant captain, he joined the East India Company at age 14.  By age 30 he was the governor of Java, although in 1816 he was recalled to London.  His most lasting legacy came in 1818, when Lord Hastings charged him with creating a fortified British port on the Strait of Malacca.  For ten points, name this founder of the London Zoo, for whom is named the landmark hotel of the city he founded, Singapore.

Answer: Stamford Raffles
19. Salvador Dali and Luis Bunuel were most responsible for this writer's exposure to surrealism, which is reflected in his A Poet in New York and his comic play The Shoemaker's Marvelous Wife. He was lifted to fame by his series of ballads Romancero Gitano, which embodied his theme of sexual repression, but is most famous for his three tragedies, including Yerma. FTP name the assassinated author of The House of Bernardo Alba and Blood Wedding.

Answer: Federico Garcia Lorca
20. Although short, this philosophical work is fragmented. In the three "problemata" the author challenges Hegel's universal moralism and posits a radical individualism in the teleological suspension of the ethical. In the Attunement, the same Biblical story is repeated over and over with variations and changes of perspective. In the Preamble, the ironically verbose Johannes de Silentio explains why this particular Genesis story about an apparently immoral divine command keeps him awake at night. FTP name this work concerning Abraham and Isaac, written by Soren Kierkegaard.

Answer: Fear and Trembling

21. This author, embittered by his service in WWII, became more polemical as time went on. His Adam, Where Art Thou? is an account of the horrors of war, and Absent Without Leave decries militarism. In The Clown, he indicted postwar materialism, while he traced the declining fortunes of a widow in pre- and post-war Germany in Group Portrait of a Lady. FTP name this 1972 Nobel Prize winner and author of Billiards at Half-Past Nine.

Answer: Heinrich Boll
22. Not much is known about the title character of this film, other than that he is responsible for Old Testament Trilogy which used to hang in the Troitskoe monastery. In the film, the title character kills a Tartar during a raid, and is so overcome with remorse he takes a vow of silence. During the last segment, called "The Bell" a young artisan, after he successfully casts a magnificent bell, confesses that his father had died without telling him the secret of bell making, prompting the title character to break his vow of silence to comfort him. FTP name this Andrei Tarkovsky film about medieval Russia's greatest icon painter.

Answer: Andrei Rublev
23. Born in 1904 outside of Tishomingo, Oklahoma, he served 30 years on the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals.  As Chief Justice of the 10th Circuit, he wrote in 1966 in Robinson v. Transamerica, "The administration of the rules lies necessarily within the province of the trial court with power to fashion such orders as may be deemed proper to vouchsafe full discovery for the just, speedy and inexpensive determination of the lawsuit."  He died in 1975, and was forgotten for twenty years.  FTP identify this jurist for whom the Oklahoma City federal office building had been named.

Answer: Alfred P. Murrah
The one in Utah is at the northern terminus of US Highway 666. The one in Arkansas is about halfway between Little Rock and Monroe, LA. The one in Kentucky is about halfway between Lexington and Chattanooga, TN, and just south of Lake Cumberland. The one in Illinois is just west of the Urbana-Champaign area, and the one in Indiana is too small to mention. FTP identify the name shared by these various cities, derived from French for "small mountain", also shared by the object on the back of the American nickel.

Answer: Monticello
On 20 February 20 1942, the Japanese sent two waves of bombers to destroy the USS Lexington, which they had discovered trying to sneak past New Guinea. The first wave was demolished, but the second caught the American fighters off guard so that only two Wildcats were able to intercept them. This pilot of one of the defenders soon discovered that his wingman's guns were jammed, but proceeded to shoot down five bombers single-handed and cripple a sixth, running out of ammo just as the rest of his squadron arrived. FTP name this Medal of Honor recipient and namesake of a major U.S. airport.

Answer: Edward "Butch" O'Hare
It was John Young's fifth trip into space and his first since landing on the Moon in Apollo 16 nine years before.  It was Robert Crippen's first time in space.  The mission lasted 54 hours and 21 minutes, from 12 April to 14 April 1981.  FTP identify either the mission or the spacecraft on which the mission was flown, the first use of a reusable spacecraft.

Answer:  STS-1 or Columbia
Marlowe called him "the Scythian Shepherd", but he was actually a Tartar born in Turkestan. After gaining the throne in 1369, he proceeded to beat the living snot out of Afghanistan, Persia, India, and Asia Minor. He sacked Delhi, conquered Baghdad, captured Damascus, pushed into Egypt, and died of fever before he could subdue China. All this in the space of 36 years. FTP identify this descendant of Genghis Khan who apparently lost the athletic prowess he had in his youth.

Answer: Tamurlaine or Timur the Lame
Aqua is what everyone sees.  Aqua is built on Classic, to run programs native to 8.1 or later, Carbon, to run the new programs, and Cocoa, for execute Java-based programs.  Those are all built on the open-source-based Darwin kernel.  FTP identify this strange flavor of Unix that saves documents in Adobe PDF, runs graphics through OpenGL, and is fully QuickTime compatible because it is created by the makers of QuickTime.

Answer: Mac OS X (accept: Mac OS 10)

Only representatives of the Great Powers were invited, and no representative of a Balkan state was permitted to attend. Disraeli wrote that "all questions are publicly introduced and then privately settled." Among the things that were privately settled were the creation of an Eastern Rumelia, which was placed under Turkish control, and Turkey's retention of Bulgaria's Aegean Sea coast. Serbia, Montenegro and Romania were granted independence and then stripped of territory, and Bosnia Herzegovina was occupied, though not annexed by Austria. FTP name this 1878 conference which extensively revised the Treaty of San Stefano.

Answer: Congress of Berlin
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Bonuses by the University of Oklahoma
1. Identify the man from relatives, 30-20-10.

30. His uncle Vasily was an active member of the Arzamas literary circle, where this man got his start.

20. His great grandfather Hannibal was the subject of his unfinished novel, The Negro of Peter the Great.

10. The wife of this author of The Captain’s Daughter, Natalya Goncharova, may or may not have had a love affair with D'Anthes that resulted in a January, 1837 duel.

Answer: Aleksandr Sergeevich Pushkin
2. Social science time. FTP each, given the linguistic description, identify the consonantal sound.  For example, if I said "Bilabial, nasal, stop", you would say "m" or 'mmm'.

1.  velar, voiced, oral stop

Answer: g or 'guh'

2. voiceless, labiodental, fricative

Answer: f or 'fff'

3. voiced, alveolar, fricative

Answer: z or 'zzz'

3. Identify these pairs of Norse animals, five points per animal.

10. These are Odin’s wolves

Answers: Geri and Freki
10. Odin’s two ravens, whose names mean “Thought” and “Memory’”

Answers: Hugin and Munin
10. These are Thor’s two goats.

Answers: Tangristi and Tangnosti

4. I’ll spare you the poor lead-in that was formerly here and just ask you to identify these French revolts, ten points each:

1. This 1358 revolt by the peasantry was sparked by English pillaging during the Hundred Years War, and the nobility's insistence that the peasants refortify their castles.

Answer: The Jacquerie
2. This revolt against Cardinal Mazarin was led by the nobility and the parlements and had a profound impact on the young Louis XIV.

Answer: The Fronde
3. A revolt broke out in this western department including the city of Nantes in 1793 over forced conscription, resulting in the deaths of thousands.

Answer: The Vendee

5. Answer the following related physics questions, ten points each.

1. This system satisfies the equation "second derivative of x with respect to time plus alpha times x equals 0" where alpha is a positive constant and x is position.  One example is a mass on a horizontal spring.

Answer:  simple harmonic oscillator
2. In a simple harmonic oscillator, the potential energy depends on the displacement raised to what power?

Answer: second or 2
3.  The force in a simple harmonic oscillator is proportional to the displacement, an empirical relation given what name?

Answer: Hooke's law
6. Identify these non-Western authors from works FTPE.

1. The Lion and the Jewel, Kongi's Harvest
Answer: Wole Soyinka
2. Red Oleanders, The Crescent Moon
Answer: Rabindranath Tagore
3. The Sound of Waves, Sun and Steel
Answer: Yukio Mishima

7. Answer the following questions about 19th century Sudan for the stated number of points.

5.  Who was the messianic figure, born in 1844 near Dongola in the Sudan, who declared an Islamic state after defeating the British at Khartoum?

Answer: The Mahdi or Muhammad Ahmad ibn Abd Allah.

10.  Who was the British general and former governor-general of the Sudan who died defending Khartoum against the Mahdi?

Answer: Charles George “Chinese” Gordon
15.  After razing Khartoum, in what Sudanese city did the Mahdi establish the capital of his state that persevered till 1898?

Answer: Omdurman
8. Name these parts of the lungs for the stated number of points.

5. The small air spaces where the exchange of carbon dioxide and oxygen actually occur.

Answer: alveoli or alveolus
5.  The artery connecting the lungs to the heart

Answer: pulmonary artery

10.  The general name for the membrane lining the chest cavity and covering the lungs.

Answer: pleura
10.  The point where the bronchi, nerves, and pulmonary arteries enter the lungs.

Answer: hilum

9. Identify the following players in the 1868 impeachment of Andrew Johnson, FTP each.

1. This radical Republican was the Secretary of War Johnson wanted to get rid of.

Answer: Edwin Stanton
2. Johnson tried to replace Stanton in 1867 by appointing this man, who refused the appointment after the Supreme Court refused to rule on the case and the Senate forbade Stanton's dismissal.

Answer: Ulysses Grant
3. Johnson was finally impeached when he tried to ouster Stanton again, this time appointing this general whom the Senate hated even more than Grant.

Answer: Lorenzo Thomas

10. Identify these somewhat related geology terms, 10 each.

1. The opposite of a graben, it's a fault block which has been raised with respect to surrounding areas because of faulting.

Answer: horst
2. It’s the term for terrain characterized by sinkholes and underground drainage formed when groundwater dissolves limestone pockets in bedrock.

Answer: karst
3. I really like puns, so if you happened to put the karst before the horst, redeem yourself by identifying the foliated metamorphic rock which develops from phyllite and splits into parallel slabs with which you could whack me.

Answer: schist (that would be ... the schist hitting the fan)

11. For the stated number of points, name the famous principal architect of each of these American museums.

5. National Gallery of Art—East Building, Washington, D.C.

Answer: Ieoh Meng Pei
10. Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts, Harvard University

Answer: Le Corbusier or Charles Édouard Jeanneret
5. Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York City

Answer: Frank Lloyd Wright
10. NYC Museum of Modern Art—Western Annex to the core museum building (1950), Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Sculpture Garden (1953), and East Wing (1964)

Answer: Philip Johnson

12. Identify the Faulkner novels given clues for the stated number of points.

10.  Name the novel which features the murder of Charles Bon by his half-brother Henry Sutpen.

Answer: Absalom, Absalom!
5/10.Name the two novels that feature Temple Drake for five points each.

Answers: Sanctuary and Requiem for a Nun
10.  Name the final volume of the trilogy that focuses on the Snopes family.

Answer: The Mansion

13. Name the Biblical characters FTPE.

1. This heir apparent to David is killed by Absalom after raping Tamar.

Answer: Amnon
2. He is both the father and grandfather of Moab and another Ammon.

Answer: Lot
3. In a baffling section of the Pentateuch, this wife of Moses keeps God from killing her husband by circumcising their son.

Answer: Zipporah
14. Identify the satellites based on geographic features for ten points each.

1. The giant crater Herschel was discovered during Voyager 1's Saturn encounter in November 1980. The crater's diameter is nearly one-third of the satellite's diameter, giving the satellite an appearance very reminiscent of the Star Wars “Death Star.”

Answer: Mimas
2. The next mission to this moon is scheduled for launch in November 2003, will arrive in the Jovian system in 2006, will make Galileo-like flybys for a year and look for life signs under the ice crust as it leaves.

Answer: Europa
3. The geysers of liquid nitrogen will keep erupting on this largest retrograde-revolving satellite for another 70 million years or so, when the satellite will be destroyed by Neptune's tidal forces.

Answer: Triton

15. Answer these questions about the medieval papacy, FTPE.

1. This pope was arrested in the early 14th century after refusing to allow the French king to tax papal lands.

Answer: Boniface VIII or Benedetto Caetani
2. Born Lotario de’ Conti, this powerful pope fought vigorously against the Albigensian heresy and called the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215.

Answer: Innocent III

3. This pope called the Synod of Lyons in 1274, and sought to check Charles of Anjou and the rising power of France. He was succeeded by a lot of minor popes before Boniface VIII took over in 1294.

Answer: Gregory X 

16. Answer these questions about An American Tragedy FTP each.

1.  He is the protagonist of An American Tragedy, and dies in the electric chair at the novel's end.

Answer: Clyde Griffiths
2.  The pregnant mistress of Clyde Griffiths, her murder lands Clyde in the aforementioned chair.

Answer: Roberta Alden
3.  This is the town in upstate New York in which most of the action of An American Tragedy take place.

Answer: Lycurgus
17. Why should the 9th get so much of the attention? Identify the composers of these 7th symphonies for the stated number of points.

5.  His 7th Symphony is subtitled Leningrad.

Answer: Dmitrii Shostakovich

10. This composer of the Slavonic Dances and the Dumky trio wrote a 7th symphony that’s a lot cooler than his more famous 9th.

Answer: Antonin Dvorak
15.  His 7th Symphony was originally titled simply Fantasia Sinfonica and is only one movement long.

Answer: Jean Sibelius
18. Answer these related questions about a chem lab technique for the stated number of points.

5.  Give the general name for the process where a mixture is boiled and recondensed in order to separate its components.

Answer: distillation
5.  In distillation, this is the chamber in which the vaporization occurs, although it is sometimes applied to the entire apparatus.

Answer: still or retort
10.  If a portion of the distillate from the condenser drips through a long column onto a series of plates where it interacts with the vapor, this process is occurring.

Answer: fractional distillation or fractionation
5/10.  Vacuum distillation can separate liquids with high boiling points.  For 10 if within 10 and 5 if within 20 degrees Celsius, what temperature is recommended as the point at which to consider vacuum distillation?

Answer: 150 (5 for 130-170, 10 for 140-160)
19. Answer the following questions about the movie-inspiring Amistad Mutiny for the stated number of points.

5.  In what year did the mutiny take place?

Answer: 1839
10. Under the flag of what sovereign nation did the Amistad sail?

Answer: Spain
5/10. The voyage of the Amistad during which the mutiny occurred began on one island and ended on another.  Name those two islands for 5 points apiece.

Answers: Cuba and Long Island, New York

5. To what nation were 35 of the original 53 Africans aboard the Amistad eventually repatriated in January 1842?

Answer: Sierra Leone
20. They're not great literature, but what the hell; identify these Leon Uris novels FTPE.

1. This 1958 work deals with the struggle to establish and defend the state of Israel.

Answer: Exodus
2. This novel about the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising includes a character who is set on fire, then shot, then falls out of a window, breaking several bones, and keeps shooting Germans.

Answer: Mila 18
3. A few years ago, Leon Uris apparently got tired of writing about Jews and switched to the Irish. Name the first of his novels about Ireland.

Answer: Trinity

21. Identify the author from works, 30-20-10.

30.  The poetry collections A Description of a City Shower, The Lady's Dressing Room, and A Description of the Morning
20. The Bickerstaff-Partridge Papers, An Account of the Court and Empire of Japan, Bons Mots de Stella
10. A Modest Proposal, The Battle of the Books
Answer: Jonathan Swift
Name the medieval philosophers FTPE.

1. This 9th century pantheist and author of On Divine Predestination was actually Irish. Go figure.

Answer: John the Scot or Johannes Scotus Eriugena

2. The last major Scholastic, he held that logic was the analysis of concepts and tried to bring some rigor back into its study. His dislike for metaphysical speculation is reflected in his most famous maxim.

Answer: William of Occam

3. This Archbishop of Canterbury wrote the ontological proof as a gift to God.

Answer: St. Anselm

Identify the state or province given geographic features it contains, 30-20-10.

30. The Belcher Islands, Chubb Crater

20. Parent Lake, Eastmain River

10. Detroit de Jacques Cartier, Gaspe Peninsula

Answer: Quebec
There are a lot of Israeli organizations no wise person would want to mess with. Name some of them FTP each.

a. Hebrew for "National Military Organization," this terrorist group was responsible for the bombing of the King David Hotel in 1946.


Answer: Irgun Zvai Leumi

b. Hebrew for "defense," this was a slightly more moderate group than the Irgun, responsible for the defense of Jewish settlements in Palestine. Palmach was a subsidiary of this group.


Answer: Haganah

c. Probably number one on the list of groups that are best left alone, this intelligence agency kidnapped Eichmann, raided the Entebbe airport and assassinated a Hamas leader via cell phone.


Answer: Mossad Merkazi Le-Modiin U-Letafkidim Meyuhadim

Identify the following about artists who put bizarre things in their works, FTP each. Yes, Bosch is full of downright odd things, but how hard would that be?

a. Seurat's La Grande Jatte is filled with serenity and people with umbrellas, but it also contains one of these animals, apparently the pet of the woman in the foreground.


Answer: a monkey

b. This German artist's The Ambassadors is a completely normal portrait except for the huge distorted skull in the foreground.


Answer: Hans Holbein the Younger (prompt on partial answer)

c. Albrecht Altdorfer hung a huge flying plaque in the sky of this tumultuous magnum opus.


Answer: The Battle of Issus

Dontcha just hate questions that bug you? Identify the order of class Insecta to which the following lists of bugs belong for the stated number of points.

a. (5) katydids, crickets, and grasshoppers


Answer: Orthoptera

b. (5) ants, bees, wasps, and hornets


Answer: Hymenoptera

c. (10) dragonflies and damselflies


Answer: Odonata

d. (10) all true fleas


Answer: Siphonaptera

Vice-President of the United States ia quite possibly the worst job in the US.  Everyone knows that Gore is Clinton's veep, Quayle was Bush's, and Bush was Reagan's, but how far back can you go.  Identify the six US Vice Presidents before George Bush for five points each.


Answer:  Walter Mondale, Nelson Rockefeller, Gerald Ford, Spiro Agnew, Hubert Humphrey, Lyndon Johnson

Lots of extra bonuses chopped
