VETO XI:  Ben’s team

Questions by:  Ben Smith


Tossups
Science
For synthetic types of these structures on the micron scale, the tortuosity is often assumed to be 2, which usually becomes a “fudge factor” to account for a drop in flux.  Teflon and other hydrophobic plastics are the preferred material for the “distillation” associated with these structures, during which a transfer of water vapour occurs, but not liquid water.  Ones found in nature can contain a transport protein that assists in the movement of ions and nutrient molecules.  Often used as a selective barrier in reverse osmosis and filtration, for ten points, name these permeable structures that, in the cellular variety, contain a phospholipid bilayer.

Answer:  membrane (prompt on “pores”)

Either this molecule or a deoxygenated version of it binds with APAF1, which then binds with cytochrome c to produce apoptosome protein after a cell death stimulus.  It can send extracellular signals through P2 purinergic receptors, and it can trigger DNA replication after it binds with DnaA protein in bacteria.  Fritz Lipmann studied this molecule’s interaction with sulfates, along with proposing its importance in cellular respiration.  It is produced from glycolysis using the PGK enzyme and also from oxidative phosphorylation in the mitochondria.  For ten points, name this nucleotide that is commonly known as the energy “currency” unit in a cell.

Answer:  Adenosine triphosphate (ATP)

A study by Masuda showed that this property for seawater increased with increasing wind speed as long as the zenith angle was greater 70°, but otherwise, it increases with decreasing zenith.  Upon surface oxidation, for stainless steel at room temperature, this property increases from 0.2 to 0.9.  For many surfaces, it has a maximum at a specific wavelength, allowing the design of solar heat collectors whose plates have a different absorptivity than this property, even though the two are equal at identical temperatures.  The grey body approximation assumes this to be constant, and it is 1 for blackbodies.  For ten points, name this optical property ratio that describes how much energy is radiated from a surface.

Answer:  emissivity (accept “absorptivity” or “absorbance” until mentioned)

A beam of ions of this element can be isolated on thin zirconium and yttrium [“ih-tree-um”] foil inside a magneto-optic trap.  The beam is produced from the bombardment of heavy oxygen on gold foil.  The collected sample of this element has applications in parity non-conservation experiments, giving an effect 18 times higher than that for cesium.  One of the rarest and least stable of the naturally-occurring elements, its 223-weight isotope has a half-life of 22 minutes before alpha decay to astatine.  Believed to be the least electronegative metal, for ten points, name this radioactive alkali with symbol Fr.

Answer:  Francium (prompt on “Fr”)

History
This civilization arose from a rebellion led by the brother of Sumanguru.  That brother, Sundiata, became the first emperor and quickly expanded his borders to Diara and Bondu, the site of key gold fields.  This empire’s downfall was precipitated by a revolt in Gao, followed by resistance from the Wolof, Mossi, and Tuareg, leading to dissolution by 1550.  The peak of this empire in the 1320s saw the establishment of schools in Gao and another major city following the return of a leader from his pilgrimage to Mecca.  For ten points, name this salt-trading empire in West Africa, once led by Mansa Musa, that included the city of Timbuktu.

Answer:  Mali Empire (accept “Manden Kurufa” until “Gao” is read)

A protest response to this document was a demonstration of “mass nationalism” over two days that saw the torching of the Home Minister’s residence during the Hibiya Riots.  One signatory nation to this document made a prior agreement with the United States that recognized the US sphere of influence over the Philippines, the Taft-Katsura Agreement.  This treaty allowed the land around Port Arthur to be leased to the victor of the war, but those victors failed to gain neither monetary compensation nor all of Sakhalin Island.  Mediated by future Peace Prize winner Teddy Roosevelt, for ten points, name this treaty signed in New England that ended the Russo-Japanese War.

Answer:  Treaty of Portsmouth
After this battle, the Lady Prevost was the only captured ship that was refitted to see later service in the war.  The battle began as a British attempt to lift a blockade around nearby Amherstburg, with Finnis’ ship Queen Charlotte and Barclay’s Detroit leading the way.  The other side countered with the brigs Lawrence and Niagara, brought in from Presque Isle, though Elliott’s Niagara was supposedly held up, resulting in Oliver Hazard Perry losing his Lawrence.  Nevertheless, the Americans were victorious and Perry sent out the famous message “we have met the enemy and they are ours”.  Fought off the shore of Ohio in September, 1813, for ten points, identify this naval battle in the War of 1812 that is named for a Great Lake.

Answer:  Battle of Lake Erie (or Put-in Bay)

The name of this kingdom was taken from buildings found in northern Burgos, and upon the unification to found the kingdom in the tenth century CE, the borders were pushed southward to the Duero River.  It became independent from a kingdom to the west in 1035, and there was frequent rivalry until the two were officially re-united in 1230 under Ferdinand III.  This kingdom reached its peak while under the house of Trastamara, and Joanna the Mad and Philip the Handsome were late monarchs before the title of “King of Spain” was used in 1516.  The domain of Queen Isabella, who made another union by marrying Ferdinand, for ten points, name this former Iberian kingdom that made unions with Leon and Aragon.

Answer:  Castile or Castilla

Literature
His early life of poverty and attending British schools in his birth country were the basis of his memoir Growing Up Stupid Under the Union Jack, and his unsuccessful forays into public offices inspired his novel The Prime Minister.  The problems facing black immigrants in Canada were the theme of his The Meeting Point, Storm of Fortune, and The Bigger Light, which make up his “Toronto” trilogy.  One of his novels features Tim and John sharing exaggerated stories about themselves while another follows the aftermath of a murder on a West Indies sugar plantation.  The author of The Origin of Waves, for ten points, name this Barbadian-Canadian writer who won the Giller Prize for The Polished Hoe.

Answer:  Austin Clarke
In this poem, the author reminisces that he can “read my former pleasures in the shooting lights of thy wild eyes” during a return visit.  In the original edition of this poem’s collection, it was preceded by a lesser-known work about a man whose “bones are consumed, and his life-blood dried”, “The Convict”, which was published in late 1798 but not in other editions.  In this poem, the author is “a worshipper of Nature” who brings his “dear, dear, Sister” Dorothy to the “green pastoral landscape” at the title location.  For ten points, name this poem from Lyrical Ballads in which “five years have passed” since Wordsworth last visited the place near ruins on the River Wye.

Answer:  “Lines written a few miles above Tintern Abbey”

In one novel set in this country, a leatherworker and his nephew move to the big city only to be unemployable until Dina gives them work.  In another novel set here, twins Estha and Rahel are told to blame the title man for the murder of Sophie, though the twins themselves are later blamed.  In a third novel, the protagonist’s powers are lost during the Emergency, severing a connection to other people with his birthday.  The Emergency also signifies the end of A Fine Balance, set here.  For ten points, The God of Small Things and Midnight’s Children are set in which country, the birthplace of Rohinton Mistry, Arundhati Roy, and Salman Rushdie?

Answer:  India (français: l’Inde)

According to another character, this woman is “straight and slender and as brown in hue as hazelnuts and sweeter than the kernels”.  In a reply play by John Fletcher, this character dies and is replaced by Maria as the new wife to the man she marries in a Shakespearean play.  In Act 5 of her play, she is reluctant to kiss her husband in public, and in her final soliloquy, she is “ashamed that women are so simple/ to offer war where they should kneel for peace”, adding to the misogynist tone of the play.  Denied meat, a cap, and fancy clothing during the title activity as a ruse to get Bianca free for marriage, for ten points, name this sharp-tongued woman who marries Petruchio in The Taming of the Shrew.

Answer:  Katharina or Kate

Geography
A fort at the site of this city was the western terminus of the Carlton Trail trade route, and was frequented by fur trappers.  That fort was built as a response to the North West Company’s construction of Fort Augustus, which was situated further downriver.  The Hudson’s Bay Company manned the fort at this site until the Rupert’s Land Act, and the abandoned fort grounds became home to a legislative building.  The nearby town of Leduc revived economic interest in this city when oil was discovered, and now there is a large petrochemical industry in Fort Saskatchewan.  Currently a hub for northern diamond mining companies and the oil sands, for ten points, name the capital of Alberta.

Answer:  (Fort) Edmonton
This waterway has the Salto Grande Dam, upstream of the two cities of Salto and Concordia.  That dam is a border crossing, and provides the largest hydroelectric capacity for one country and the second-largest for the other.  Further downstream of that dam is the site of an international dispute about the dumping of paper mill waste in this river, which is a source of drinking water for millions of people that live near this river’s outlet to the ocean.  There is only one bridge over this river to get into Brazil, but several between Argentina and another country.  For ten points, name this South American river that, with the Parana, feeds the Rio de la Plata estuary near Buenos Aires and Montevideo.

Answer:  Rio Uruguay
Current events
Charles Parker gave most of the financial support to this party in its early years, and his daughter married the first chairman.  Ray Hill, John Peacock, and John Tyndall joined their like-minded parties together for this party’s foundation in 1982.  They earned television time for the following election, but did not gain any seats and did not see a rise in popularity until Nick Griffin took over in 1999.  Shortly thereafter, this party gradually switched from an anti-semitic view to seeking Jewish votes in a campaign against Islam.  Winning three county spots and two seats in the European Parliament in June, for ten points, name this anti-immigration party that wishes to maintain a white majority in Britain.

Answer:  British National Party (prompt on “National Party”)

Fine arts
In this painting, the juxtaposition of a Masonic judge, politicians, and religious figures was described as symbolic of the gathering together of commoners that occurred during the revolutions of 1848, a few years before this work was created.  The dominance of black and grey led one critic at the 1851 Salon to compare the creator’s work to polishing boots.  All of the life-size figures in this painting, but one, are looking forward or downward; the exception is a boy wearing a red skullcap looking up to a man dressed in black.  The cliffs in the background surround a crucifix, and a white dog looks away from a hole in the ground.  For ten points, name this painting by Gustave Courbet that depicts a funeral outside a French town.

Answer:  A Burial at Ornans (français:  Un enterrement à Ornans; accept equivalents that include “Ornans”) 

The movement of this work devoted to the pianists begins with two players sharing the C major scale on both hands, followed by scales in other keys.  Piano scales also feature in the quick third movement, which is contrasted with the following fourth movement that uses Offenbach’s “Can-Can” at a very slow pace.  The penultimate movement of this suite features a cello solo over pianos intended to resemble rippling water, and is usually the only movement played as a stand-alone piece, Le Cygne.  Also including Volière, Aquarium, and L’Éléphant among its fourteen short movements, for ten points, name this musical suite by Camille Saint-Saëns that resembles a visit to the zoo.

Answer:  Le Carnaval des Animaux or Carnival of the Animals

This artist’s final work, the matte black Mountain and Clouds, was completed after his death and is found in the Hart Building in Washington DC.  His Gongs tour in the 1950s incorporated sound into his pieces, while Towers made use of a wall for his sculptures, such as Vertical Constellation with Bomb.  His El Sol Rojo, a red sun supported by 60-foot-tall black metal legs, was made for the 1968 Olympics, while his L’Homme sits at the Expo’67 grounds in Montreal.  Designer of the Flamingo “stabile” in Chicago, for ten points, name this abstract artist who dappled in kinetic art in the 1930s to produce the first “mobiles”.

Answer:  Alexander Calder
R/M/P
In this branch of a faith, the work attributed to Enoch is considered canon and the text was held by followers until it was “rediscovered” by Western scholars in the 17th century.  Followers claim that a building in Axum houses the Ark of the Covenant, which was brought there by the son of King Solomon by a visiting queen, Menelik.  Though not Jewish, members do not eat pork and abstain from dairy in the days before Christmas and Easter, which usually fall slightly after the Catholic and Protestant dates.  Conducting services in Ge’ez and Amharic, for ten points, name this branch of the Orthodox Church that is headquartered in Addis Ababa.

Answer:  Ethiopian Orthodox (accept “Tewahedo”, prompt on “Coptic”, “Oriental” or “Orthodox”)

In Greek mythology, Hippodamia was almost abducted during one of these events, leading to a battle between the Lapiths and the centaurs.  Amphitrite participated in one after being convinced by a dolphin; that dolphin was rewarded with a constellation.  In Norse mythology, one of these events that happened in Jotunheim featured Thor, in disguise, eating eight days’ worth of food and receiving his hammer back.  To trick Thrymr, Thor was disguised as Freya.  In the Bible, one of these in Cana saw Jesus turn water to wine.  For ten points, name these ceremonies used to establish a legal union between two people.

Answer:  wedding (or equivalent; français: les noces; accept equivalent to “wedding reception” until “ceremonies”)

Social science
The penultimate chapter of this work describes magic, particularly the love magic monyenye, healing magic kehonia, and witchcraft.  This is in contrast to the preceding chapter about the “new religion” of Christianity and its impact upon the people of this work.  Including a foreword by the author’s mentor, Bronislaw Malinowski, the chapters on courtship and female mutilation rituals were controversial.  Also outlining everyday life tasks like farming, hut building, and tribal organization, for ten points, name this anthropological work about the Kikuyu people of Africa, written by Jomo Kenyatta.

Answer:  Facing Mount Kenya (français:  Au pied du Mont Kenya)

Pop culture
This song, originally released with a B-side of “Pick Me Up”, hit #1 in Australia, but nowhere else, and subsequent singles by the band – “Space Age Love Song” and “Wishing” – tanked, leaving this song as the band’s one hit wonder.  In the song, the girl has “auburn hair and tawny eyes”, who appears on the music video with heavy makeup around the eyes.  That same music video had the foiled-wrapped camera visible on the mirrored walls as Mike Score spun on a revolving platform with his keyboard, claiming that he did the title action “all night and day; I couldn’t get away”.  For ten points, name this 1982 single by A Flock Of Seagulls.

Answer:  “I Ran (So Far Away)”

From this team’s expansion draft, only two players played more than one full season with the team:  Acie Earl and Zan Tabak.  Their first pick from that draft was B.J. Armstrong, and with the seventh pick in that year’s regular draft held in their city, they chose Damon Stoudamire, who went on to take Rookie of the Year honours.  Their most recent roster had players like Joey Graham and Anthony Parker, and 2008 saw head coach Sam Mitchell replaced with Canadian Jay Triano.  Formerly a home for Vince Carter, for ten points, name this NBA franchise that features Jose Calderon, Andrea Bargnani, and Chris Bosh.

Answer:  Toronto Raptors or Raps (accept “Toronto” after “NBA” is read, prompt before)

General knowledge
The presence of a sub-placenta in this animal places limits on how well it can be used as a model organism for human pregnancy, but inducing pregnancy toxemia in these mammals may be a useful analogy for studying pre-eclampsia.  Other illnesses studied with these animals include emphysema, juvenile diabetes, and scurvy.  Like rabbits, these creatures consume their droppings to collect undigested nutrients, and unlike most other rodents, they must obtain vitamin C from food sources.  Used in biology trials by the likes of Pasteur and Lavoisier, for ten points, name these domesticated rodents of genus Cavia whose name is synonymous with being the test subject in a science experiment.

Answer:  guinea pig or cavy or Cavia porcellus (français:  cochon d’Inde)

Bonuses
Science
It is the study of how certain properties, such as a surface, are affected by transformations of objects, such as changing from a sphere to a cube.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this branch of mathematics that combines set theory and geometry, and may study interesting shapes like the Mobius strip or the Klein bottle.

Answer:  topology
B. [10] One popular problem in topology is this theory that you can’t “comb a coconut” flat.  It states that for a sphere with Euler characteristic 2, a tangent vector field on the surface must have a vector of zero somewhere.

Answer:  hairy ball theorem

C. [10] The hairy ball theorem was first proposed by this mathematician, who also outlined a famous conjecture that asks if a 3D manifold with a trivial fundamental group must be a 4D hypersphere.  It was proven in 2006.

Answer:  Henri Poincaré
It combines Avogadro’s, Boyle’s, and Charles’ laws.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this law that states that, for a gas, the product of pressure and volume divided by the product of moles and absolute temperature yields a constant of 8.31 joules per mole per kelvin.

Answer:  ideal gas law (accept “perfect” if translating from French)

B. [10] Gases tend not to be ideal, however.  This equation of state model expands the molecular density into a power series, and it is often desirable to find situations in which the second coefficient is zero.  A more complex version was proposed by Benedict, Webb, and Rubin.

Answer:  virial equation of state

C. [10] Other models, such as those by Peng-Robinson or Pitzer, accounts for how spherical a molecule is using this factor, symbolized omega, that is determined from the saturation pressure at a reduced temperature of 0.7.

Answer:  acentricity (not “eccentricity” or “sphericity”)

It is only truly valid for spheres at low speeds, but it can be used for particles settling in sewage ponds or droplets in gas-liquid absorbers.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this law that defines drag force as proportional to a sphere’s radius and velocity.

Answer:  Stokes’ law

B. [10] For objects falling vertically under gravity, Stokes’ law can be used to determine the terminal settling velocity.  If the viscosity of the fluid around the particle doubles, by what factor does the terminal velocity change?

Answer:  1/2 or 0.5 or anything that suggests that the new velocity is half of the old one

C. [10] For higher velocities, it is more practical to find the drag coefficient as a function of the Reynolds number.  For Reynolds numbers between 1000 and 1,000,000, the drag coefficient for spheres is nearly constant at what value?

Answer:  0.45 (accept anything from 0.3 to 0.6)

For cell growth in a biological reactor, the population usually experiences a growth phase, a stationary phase, and a death phase.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Assuming plentiful nutrients and ideal growth, what type of curve would describe the increase in cell population over time during the growth phase?

Answer:  exponential
B. [10] More realistically, growth affected by the amount of substrate follows this named equation, which resolves to maximum growth with large amounts of substrate, and a growth rate proportional to the amount of substrate for deficient conditions.

Answer:  Monod equation

C. [10] The Monod equation is very similar to this doubly eponymous model of kinetics that describes the rate at which product is formed using enzymes.  It requires the rapid equilibrium assumption.

Answer:  Michaelis-Menten kinetics

History
It was the first Canadian election covered on television, which provided a new medium for the campaign of a novice Progressive Conservative leader.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Identify this election year in which John Diefenbaker first took the Prime Minister’s office with a minority government, defeating St. Laurent’s Liberals, who had the popular vote.

Answer:  1957
B. [10] Upon the change in Liberal leadership from St. Laurent to anglophone Pearson, Diefenbaker saw a chance to take Québec’s seats and called an election in 1958, resulting in the most dominant majority ever.  Within 3%, what percent of the total seats did the Tories win in that election?

Answer:  78% (accept 75-81%)

C. [10] Diefenbaker’s government suffered on military issues, including the cancellation of the Avro Arrow and being left in the dark about the Cuban Missile Crisis.  Name the minister of defence during that period who ended up resigning after he proposed a Canadian nuclear weapons program.

Answer:  Douglas Harkness
According to legend, they founded their capital where they saw an eagle with a snake in its beak perched on a cactus.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this empire that, under Montezuma, fell to Spanish conquistadors.

Answer:  Aztec Empire

B. [10] The Aztec capital was this city on Lake Texcoco that featured a large temple and may have been one of the largest cities in the world at its peak.

Answer:  Tenochtitlan
C. [10] The Spanish conquest was assisted by this other Mexican city-state led by Xicotencatl, who sought revenge against the Aztecs after a series of “flower wars” that served only to provide captives for Aztec sacrifices.

Answer:  Tlaxcalan or Tlaxcaltec
It took place in a narrow pass between cliffs and the sea in 480 BC.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this battle in which Leonidas and 300 Spartans failed to hold back the advancing Persians.

Answer:  Battle of Thermopylae
B. [10] After fruitless efforts in the first few days, the Persians succeeded after being guided through a nearby mountain pass by this Greek traitor.

Answer:  Ephialtes or Epialtes
C. [10] Thermopylae occurred concurrently with this nearby naval battle in which Greek ships tried to halt a Persian charge through a narrow strait leading to Thermopylae.

Answer:  Battle of Artemisium
One of these events in Brazil brought one million Portuguese colonists and slaves to the area, significantly boosting the population in the 17th century.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name these mining booms associated with California in the 1840’s and Yukon in the 1890’s.

Answer:  gold rush (accept equivalents that mention gold)

B. [10] A gold rush in this country created boom towns like Ballarat, which was the site of the Eureka Stockade, a miner’s revolt that led to colonists earning the right to vote.

Answer:  Australia
C. [10] A later gold rush in Western Australia created this desert city that still has a strong gold industry, and was the western terminus of the Trans-Australian Railway after the Nullarbor Plain, offering connections on a different rail gauge to Perth.

Answer:  Kalgoorlie

Literature
Modern novels from this country include The Republic of Wine and Soul Mountain.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Identify this country whose classic novels include The Story of the Stone and Outlaws of the Marsh.

Answer:  China or Zhongguo
B. [10] Another of the classic Chinese novels is this work by Luo Guanzhong that gives an account of the restless period that followed the Han dynasty.

Answer:  Romance of the Three Kingdoms or Sanguo yanyi
C. [10] This character in Romance of the Three Kingdoms makes an oath among the peach blossoms with Guan Yu and Zhang Fei to serve the Han.  Upon his death, he passes the Shu Han kingdom to his son Liu Shan.

Answer:  Liu Bei
The third act features conversations between a statue, the Devil, and an old woman who transforms to be 50 years younger.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this play with a third act also known as Don Juan in Hell.

Answer:  Man and Superman
B. [10] Man and Superman was written by this playwright of Major Barbara and Heartbreak House.

Answer:  George Bernard Shaw
C. [10] Man and Superman opens with this older character, who is a guardian of Annie Whitefield and wishes she would not become close with the main character Jack Tanner.

Answer:  Roebuck Ramsden (accept either name)

Works set in this province include Mad Shadows, These Festive Nights, and Deaf to the City.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this province that was home to the author of The Manuscripts of Pauline Archange.

Answer:  Québec
B. [10] Mad Shadows is the English title of this Québec author’s La Belle Bête, a short novel that principally has the characters Patrice, his ugly sister Isabelle-Marie, and his mother who takes a fancy to a rich man.  This author also wrote the other works mentioned.

Answer:  Marie-Claire Blais
C. [10] Blais’ most successful work was this novel about a large poor rural family that has Grand-Mère Antoinette, the writer Jean Le Maigre, and the title girl.

Answer:  Une Saison dans la vie d’Emmanuel or A Season in the Life of Emmanuel
His poem Il Filostrato follows the Troilus and Cressida story, his Teseida is a poem loosely about Theseus, and his On Famous Women also delves into mythology.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this early Italian Renaissance writer.

Answer:  Giovanni Boccaccio
B. [10] This notable Boccaccio work collects the stories told by ten travelers as they wait out the Black Death in the Italian countryside.

Answer:  The Decameron
C. [10] For each day in The Decameron, a different member of the group directs the stories and gives the theme for the day.  This woman was appointed leader for the first day, but gave no theme other than stories “that which is most agreeable unto each”.

Answer:  Pampinea
Geography
Its position resulted in the territorial exclaves of Point Roberts and Elm Point.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Give the degree of north latitude that defines a 2000-kilometre stretch of an undefended border.

Answer:  49° north latitude

B. [10] A push to have Oregon Territory’s northern border at 54°40’ (“fifty-four-forty”), which aligned with Alaska’s southern tip, was associated with the administration of this US President, who eventually settled at 49° north with the Oregon Treaty.

Answer:  James K. Polk
C. [5,5] 49° north had to be chosen as a northern boundary in the Treaty of 1818 after it was discovered that the original definition in the Treaty of Paris was geographically impossible.  For five points each, a line of latitude between what two bodies of water was the original definition?
Answers:  Lake of the Woods and the Mississippi River

Hurricane history has shown a general area where hurricanes strike in the Caribbean and Atlantic coast.  For ten points each:

A. [10] First, strong hurricanes tend to originate near this set of islands off of western Africa.  Storms that began here include Andrew, Ivan, and Ike.

Answer:  Cape Verde
B. [10] This Caribbean nation, the southernmost of the Lesser Antilles, has benefited from being too far south for a typical hurricane path.  It has a large oil and gas industry.

Answer:  Trinidad and Tobago
C. [10] In contrast, this island nation just north of Trinidad and Tobago was flattened by Hurricane Emily in 2005. A coup in 1983 led to an invasion by the United States.

Answer:  Grenada
Current events
The government of Canada has entered a deficit for the first time in over a decade.  For ten points each:

A. [10] The Conservative budget passed in February, but only with the support of the Liberals.  Nevertheless, Liberal members from this province voted against the budget because it scrapped $1.6 billion in transfer payments to their province.

Answer: Newfoundland and Labrador

B. [10] A new temporary tax credit introduced in the budget offers up to $1350 in rebates for costs associated with this activity.  Critics claimed it was introduced to stop an underground economy that wasn’t making GST payments.

Answer:  home renovation (accept equivalents about fixing an individual’s home)

C. [10] A recent issue in this recession is the amount of hours one must work in a year before they are eligible for employment insurance.  The current system varies the number of hours with how well the economies are doing in each province.  Last June, the Liberals wanted to make a nation-wide standard of how many hours, before relenting?

Answer:  360 hours (accept anywhere from 330-390)

Fine arts
Joshua Reynolds and King George III frowned upon the choice of clothing in this painting, preferring to have the characters in heroic armor.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Identify this painting that depicts thirteen people around the titular hero in the aftermath of a 1759 battle.

Answer:  The Death of General Wolfe (accept variations that include underlined parts)

B. [10] The creator of historical scenes of William Penn and his native Pennsylvania, name the painter of The Death of General Wolfe.

Answer:  Benjamin West
C. [10] Two historical figures are depicted at the far left in The Death of General Wolfe.  One was the namesake general of the 78th Regiment at Louisburg and Quebec, while the other later became the British commander-in-chief in America and was victorious at Long Island and Brandywine during the Revolutionary War.  Name either figure.

Answer:  Simon Fraser (different from the BC explorer) or William Howe
One of his major works is a suite about the character Lemminkainen from the Kalevala.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this composer who also wrote Tapiola and a Valse Triste.

Answer:  Jean Sibelius
B. [10] One of Sibelius’ most famous pieces is this symphonic poem whose adapted “hymn” has become a national song of his native country.

Answer:  Finlandia
C. [10] One of the movements from Sibelius’ Lemminkainen Suite is this piece that uses an English horn solo to portray the title animal found in the mythical underworld.

Answer:  The Swan of Tuonela
The third of his one-act operas from Il trittico, Gianni Schicchi, contains the aria “O mio babbino caro” for soprano.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this composer who wrote another opera in which Calaf sings “Non piangere Liu”.

Answer:  Giaccomo Puccini
B. [10] Calaf is a character in this opera Puccini did not finish; it is about a Persian prince seeking the hand of a Chinese princess.

Answer:  Turandot
C. [10] This famous aria is sung by Calaf as he becomes aware that the Princess will be awake all night before the wedding trying to determine his still-unrevealed name.  If Turandot cannot guess his name, he will marry.

Answer:  “Nessun dorma” or “No one shall sleep”

R/M/P
As part of his edition of the New Testament, he stated “if the Gospel were truly preached, the Christian people would be spared many wars”.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this Dutch thinker who also wrote Julius Excluded from Heaven and Handbook of a Christian Knight.

Answer:  Desiderius Erasmus
B. [10] Inspired during a stay with Thomas More, Erasmus wrote this satire against theologians that suggested that Christian values were foolish.

Answer:  In Praise of Folly or Moriae encomium
C. [10] Despite suggestions that Erasmus may have inspired this other theologian, Erasmus wrote De libero arbitrio as an attack on this man’s reformist views on free will.  He countered with his On the Bondage of the Will as a reply to Erasmus.

Answer:  Martin Luther
His epic includes a journey to visit the survivor of a great flood.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this Mesopotamian hero who was considered two-thirds god, one-third human.

Answer: Gilgamesh
B. [10] The survivor of the Mesopotamian version of the great flood was this “faraway” man who was assisted by Ea during the flood and later gained immortality.

Answer:  Utnapishtim
C. [10] According to legend, Gilgamesh also built the walls around this city, which was later absorbed by the Akkadians under Sargon.

Answer:  Uruk (not “Ur”)

Social science
Examples include nitric oxide, GABA, and serotonin.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Identify these chemicals that carry signals between neurons and cells.

Answer:  neurotransmitters

B. [10] Neurotransmitters are released at these sites, which are the junction of multiple neurons.  The neurotransmitters cross a namesake cleft before reaching their target.

Answer:  chemical synapses

C. [10] This neurotransmitter is produced in the pineal gland.  Its production is triggered by darkness and it is associated with the waking and sleeping cycles of the day.

Answer:  melatonin
Pop culture
Coincidentally, Andy Saunders attended both John F. Ross Collegiate in Guelph and Brock University.  For ten points each:

A. [10] John F. Ross and Brock were both featured on the same episode of a CBC “Report” hosted by this Newfoundland comedian formerly of This Hour Has 22 Minutes.

Answer:  Rick Mercer
B. [10] The schools were, respectively, the high school and the university that raised the most money for this fundraising campaign, supported by Mercer, that provides special bedding to African communities to help fight the spread of malaria.

Answer:  “Spread the Net” or “Un filet d’espoir”

C. [10] Mercer co-chairs the “Spread the Net” campaign with this former Member of Parliament that crossed the floor to take a Liberal cabinet position in 2005.

Answer:  Belinda Stronach (prompt on “Stronach”, since her father makes the news as well) 

There has been talk of increasing the number of Best Picture Oscar nominations to 10, but this happened before, way back in 1939.  For ten points each:

A. [10] First, name the film that won the Award for 1939, which also picked up a supporting actress award for the first ever black Oscar winner.

Answer:  Gone with the Wind
B. [10] Another Best Picture nominee that year was this film about the titular retiring schoolteacher, which resulted in Robert Donat winning for Best Actor.

Answer:  Goodbye Mr. Chips
C. [10] John Ford returned to westerns after a 13 year absence to direct this other 1939 nominee, a film that shot John Wayne to stardom in his role as the Ringo Kid.

Answer:  Stagecoach
General knowledge
It dates back to prehistory and its manufacture has evolved separately in different parts of the world depending on what grains were available.  For ten points each:

A. [10] Name this staple food whose unleavened varieties are of particular significance to the Jewish faith.

Answer:  bread
B. [10] While many breads originate from wheat, this other grain is often used in northern European breads and is the basis of pumpernickel.

Answer:  rye
C. [10] This variety of wheat is occasionally used in bread in Europe, but the extracted starch from this grain is known as semolina and often used in making pasta and couscous.

Answer:  durum

