Trivia Questions VETO 2009 ALL
1. This conflict involved ABC reporter John Scali carrying secret letters between two world leaders. Adlai Stevenson, Theodore Sorenson, Dean Rusk and Robert McNamara all guided the President through it as members of Ex-Comm. It happened around the same time as the Sino-Indian War, and it started when a U-2 spyplane took photos of a base near San Cristobal. The President resolved this conflict by implying that he would remove U.S. missiles from Turkey, but he never actually did. For ten points, name this thirteen-day event from October 1962, which probably killed the career of Nikita Khrushchev and centered on a U.S. naval blockade in the Caribbean.

A: Cuban Missile Crisis


2. This belongs in the glycoprotein family and is composed of an alpha and a beta sub-unit, and the gene for the alpha sub-unit is located on chromosome 6.  In fish, it is responsible for lordosis, or the bending of the back to receive a male partner. In cats, its release is induced by sexual activity, unlike in humans. While it is a tropic hormone, its release from the anterior pituitary is modulated by GnRH produced in the hypothalamus. It acts on Leydig cells to produce testosterone in males, and in females it helps create the corpus luteum to produce progesterone in preparation for pregnancy. FTP, name this hormone whose spike is associated with ovulation.

A: LH or Luteinizing hormone

3. It's the nation where John Yettaw, an American interested in religion and heroism, was arrested on charges of illegal swimming. It used to be the world's leading exporter of rice, but things have gone downhill since the 1962 junta. The head of state is currently General Than Shwe, but the government-in-exile is led by Aung San Suu Kyi, who is on trial for violating her house arrest. FTP, Name this country which borders Bangladesh, India, China, Laos and Thailand, where the capital is Naypyidaw and not Rangoon.

A: Burma (accept Myanmar)


4. On what appears to be a bridge, two figures dressed in black are walking away from the focus.  The sky is full of orange, yellow and blood-red, but no circular sun is depicted, and the horizon is in a wavy line.  In 1994, four men stole one of its versions from the National Gallery, leaving a note saying “Thanks for the poor security”, and another one of its versions was stolen from a museum named after the painter in Oslo.  For ten points, name this painting, a work of expressionism, whose focus is a person with hands over cheeks engaging in the title action by Edvard Munch. 


A:  The Scream

5. He rarely wrote anything longer than an almanac, but remains one of the most well-known men in America. One of his more famous (see infamous) writings was his letter titled "Advice to a Young Man on the Choice of a Mistress." Always priding his own self-sufficiency, he was able to stay true to this principle through stints as a publisher, writer, scientist, politician, teacher, inventor, ambassador and farmer. FTP, name this Pennsylvanian founding father of America who perfected the circulating stove and released its design into the public domain in the 1740s.

A: Ben Franklin


6. These have Ricci-flat metrics and are sometimes defined as compact Kahler manifolds whose canonical bundle is trivial. In superstring theory, which conjectures 10 or 11 dimensions of spacetime, these are the proposed form for the extra dimensions that are not commonly observed. It was mentioned in Brian Greene's The Elegant Universe, which inspired a play of this name written by Susanna Speier with music by Stefan Weisman about a documentarian who finds out that people are trying to prove superstring theory by building a particle accelerator in New York abandoned subway tunnels.  FTP, name this mathematical manifold that sort of looks like a string of paper curled up into a ball in most common visualizations.

A: Calabi-Yau


7. Jesse Ventura called this man a coward and a chicken-hawk for never serving in Vietnam. He appears to support gay marriage, though he recently said that Rush Limbaugh would make a better Republican leader than Colin Powell. He was the sole congressman from Wyoming for six terms before becoming the Ford administration's chief of staff, and he went on to be secretary of defence during the Gulf War. He was in the news recently for challenging President Obama's plan to close Guantanamo and put terrorists in domestic prisons. For ten points, name this former Vice-President with a gay daughter who did once shoot a man in the face.

A: Dick Cheney


8. The Chief tells the Comanches stories in “The Laughing Man”, and Ginnie and Selena have played tennis five straight Saturday mornings in “Just Before the War with the Eskimos”.  M. Yoshoto hires the narrator as an art teacher, although he may not be qualified, in “De Daumier-Smith’s Blue Period”, and Arthur calls Lee to see if Joanie left with the Ellenbogens in “Pretty Mouth and Green My Eyes”.  Perhaps most popularly, Muriel paints her nails in her hotel room while four-year old Sybil Carpenter plays on the beach with Muriel’s husband, Seymour Glass, who later “fire[s] a bullet through his right temple” in “A Perfect Day for Bananafish”.  For ten points, name this collection by J.D. Salinger.

A:  Nine Stories


9. Antonin Dvorak's musical setting of this is also the longest extant setting of this work.  During a 1711 visit to Bresca, Vivaldi wrote a hurried setting of this that, despite its hasty creation, is considered one of his early masterpieces. Several dozen composers have tried their hand at composing a version of this to varying success; other examples include Joseph Haydn, Arvo Part, Pedro de Escobar, Zoltan Kodaly, and more recently a band called Anorexia Nervosa, but the most famous one is probably Rossini's. FTP, name this 13th century Roman Catholic poem written in trochaic tetrameter about the suffering of Mary during Jesus' crucifixion, the first two words of which gives the title.

A: Stabat Mater
 

10. These types of bacteria belong to four phylogenetic groups:  the alpha and gamma subdivisions of the Proteobacteria, the Flexibacter-Bacteroides-Cytophaga phylum and the gram-positive branch. Including methanotrophs, sulfate reducers, methanogens and iron oxidizers, these bacteria are much more prevalent than once believed. Examples of these types include Arthrobacter and Pseudomonas. If a heat-tolerant bacteria is called a thermophile and a pressure-tolerant bacteria is called a barophile, FTP give this Greek-derived name for a type of bacteria which exhibit a growth temperature optimum of 15°C and lower, a translation of "cold-lovers".

A: Psychrophiles


11. June 6, 2009, recently marked the 25th anniversary of this simple yet addictive pastime. Created by Russian researcher Alexey Pajitnov to alleviate his boredom at work, versions began circulating in Eastern Europe as early as 1985.  To date, more than 140 million copies have been sold world-wide. It was introduced to North America as a package deal with Nintendo Game Boy when it was first released in the late 1980s, and it is experiencing a renaissance due to the prevalence of cellphone technology. Known for establishing order out of the chaos of falling pieces, FTP, name this video game played with the goal of completing full rows of blocks without a hole.
 
A: Tetris
 

12. This country is the 26th largest in the world in terms of size. Its jungles were the setting for much of the 1984 adventure movie “Romancing the Stone”, starring Michael Douglas. Home to 15 major volcanoes and numerous geological faults due to its location along the Pacific Ring of Fire, it is a hotbed of geological instability. Instability is rampant throughout the country, if the 2002 kidnapping of a prominent presidential candidate by a group of guerrilla insurgents called the FARC is any indication.  FTP, name this South American country with president Alvaro Uribe Velez and capital at Bogota.
 
A: Colombia


13. Adolf Hitler renamed the city of Hamburg to diminish this group's legacy. It was formed to defend ships against pirates in the 1280's, and it won a war over Valdemar IV of Denmark. Its branch in Novgorod was closed down by Ivan III, and its branch in London -- called the Steelyard -- was closed down by Elizabeth I. It brought raw materials from Russia to England and manufactured products from England to Russia, and its only central authority came from sporadic assemblies called diets. For ten points, name this mercantile organization founded in Lubeck, Germany, which controlled trade across Northern Europe in the 14th and 15th century.

A: Hanseatic League
 
 
14. The Afar people of Ethiopia practice a version of this called absuma. In history, it was done by Sir John A. McDonald, Queen Victoria, Napoleon Bonaparte, Charles Darwin and Albert Einstein. Living practitioners include Rudy Giuliani and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. It was done twice by Jacob in the book of Genesis, although according to the Westermarck hypothesis, it's not very interesting. Jerry Lee Lewis did it with a thirteen-year-old girl, but it is now illegal in 24 U.S. states. FTP, name this practice which is completely legal in Canada and most other countries.

A: marrying your cousin (accept common sense variations)
 
 
15. H.G. Wells called him the first individual in all of history. He came to power in 1379 B.C., and his rule produced a hymn that sounds suspiciously like the 104th Psalm. He built a new capital at Tell-El-Amarna and crossed the name "Amen" off a whole bunch of monuments. All these decisions were reversed shortly after he died by his co-regent Smnekhkare and his son Tutankhaten. For ten points, name this pharaoh who converted Egypt to monotheism, worshipper of the solar disk and husband of Nefertiti.

A: Akhenaten -- or Amenhotep (IV)


16. This film was originally titled Silent Night, and in one memorable scene a man rides around town in a carriage and throws Christmas gifts into the snow and mud. The man speaks only English and generally ignores all his employees at the asbestos mine. The protagonist is a young teenager who works at the title character's general store. For ten points, name this 1971 National Film Board production set in Maurice Duplessis' Quebec where Benoit and his uncle lose a coffin somewhere in the snow.

A: Mon Oncle Antoine


17. Archie Kramer suggests going to Moon Lake Casino where there is a cock fight every Saturday night, according to one of the main characters.  The other main character hosts intellectual meetings at the Rectory but won’t let Vernon read his verse play when John shows up.  Rosa Gonzales’ father shoots John’s father in scene seven which seemingly ends Rosa and John’s engagement, but John is engaged to Nellie, Alma’s singing pupil, by the end of the play, much to Alma’s dismay.  For ten points, what is this 1948 play featuring an awkward relationship between John Buchanan and Alma Winemiller by Tennessee Williams and whose second part is “A Winter”?

A:  Summer and Smoke
18. On a June episode of CBC's the National, pollster Allan Gregg called this MP the most underrated in Canada. This MP proposed bills in March to renew free trade with Peru and Colombia, assuring the House that Colombia was making progress on human rights. Representing Okanagan-Coquihalla, this MP urged Americans to repeal the "Buy American" policy and urged Canadian municipalities not to strike back at the Americans. He used to be Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, but now he wears two hats as the Minister for the Asia-Pacific Gateway and for International Trade. For ten points, name this Evangelical former leader of the opposition, a leader of the former Canadian Alliance, who refused to campaign on Sundays.


A: Stockwell Day

19. Mermaids appear after a magic lantern, the eternal Footman and lonely men are mentioned.  The speaker says that he is not Hamlet, is Lazarus and “should have been a pair of ragged claws”.  The “I” in the first line is most widely accepted as being another part of the speaker’s self, and the speaker asks himself if he dares to pose a question but never actually does, though he repeatedly states “there will be time”.  For ten points, name this poem that begins “Let us go then, you and I, / When the evening is spread out against the sky” and in which “the women come and go / Talking of Michelangelo” by T. S. Eliot.

A:  The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock


20. According to a survey done in Edmonton, approximately eight percent of the population suffers from this in any given year, though few come in for treatment in comparison with other disorders.  Women outnumber men with this disorder 3-2, and people with this disorder typically experience uncertainty, erroneous beliefs about worry, poor problem orientation and cognitive avoidance, while the DSM-IV lists symptoms such as difficulty controlling worry and worry causing significant distress or impairment of functioning.  For ten points, name this type of anxiety disorder whose sufferers worry excessively about minor, everyday events.

A:  Generalized Anxiety Disorder (prompt on anxiety before the word ‘anxiety’ is mentioned)


21. Tennessee Williams lists a quote from one of this man’s poems before the introduction of The Glass Menagerie (“nobody, not even the rain, has such small hands”) and Marianne Moore called him “a concentrate of titanic significance”.  Fond of the sonnet form, he graduated from Harvard in 1915 and his first book of poems, Tulips and Chimneys, was first published in 1923.  Some people mentioned in his works include the little lame balloonman, cambridge ladies, buffalo bill, Olaf and ‘manunkind’.  For ten points, name this poet who inverted syntax in his love sonnets, did not title his poems and used selective capitalization.

A:  E. E. Cummings


22. In one story, this character keeps the big fish for his wife and gives only the small fish to his brother. He is punished for this when he has to carry a load that gets heavier every time he drops it. In another story, he creates mankind by releasing all the men from a giant clamshell. He has one angry voice and one beautiful voice, and he refuses to give anyone a second life because he loves eating the eyes of corpses. Best known for disguising himself as a baby in order to steal the Sun and bring it back to Earth, this exceptionally greedy creature is a god to the Makah, Tlingit, Kwiakutl, Tshimshian and Haida peoples. For ten points, name this Pacific coast trickster god, friend of Mink and arch-rival of Coyote.

A: Raven

23. They are said to appear three nights after a child's birth. In Roman myth they are called the Parcae, but the Greeks refer to them collectively as the Moirae. Composed of Clotho (which means "spinner"), Lachesis (which means "drawer of lots") and Atropos (which means "unturning"), even Zeus is subject to their power, and Athenian women would swear by them. Clotho spins the thread from her distaff onto her spindle, Lachesis measures the thread while Atropos cuts the thread. For ten points, name the common collective name for these three women often depicted as cold, old hags who are responsible for the thread of life.

A: The Fates (prompt on "Spinners")


24. The red, white, and black banding patterns on the scarlet king snake depend on the existence of the coral snake to be effective in using this strategy. This is a method of predator evasion that has the disadvantage of requiring the "parasitic" species to keep its population numbers low, which seems counter intuitive to people familiar with the basic precepts of Darwin's theory of natural selection. The most widely used example of this phenomenon is that of the Viceroy butterfly being virtually indistinguishable from the famous Monarch butterfly. FTP, name this strategy for predator evasion in which a harmless species takes on the outer appearance of a poisonous species, first noted by Henry Walter Bates during a study on Amazonian butterflies.


A: Batesian Mimicry


**Bonuses**


1.  For ten points each, answer these questions about a genetically modified food product.

A. This is a common food staple that is usually genetically modified to produce the BT toxin, an insecticide.


A:  Corn


B. This is the taxonomic name of the organism that produces the BT toxin.


A:  Bacillus thuringiensis


C. This is the part of the insect that the BT toxin targets and destroys.


A:  Intestine


2. It premiered at Arts Theatre in Cambridge on April 28, 1958. For ten points, name this play about fictitious 1930s piano player Stanley Webber whose celebration is turned into a nightmare.

A: The Birthday Party


B.  For another ten points, name this 2005 Nobel Prize winner who wrote The Birthday Party.

A: Harold Pinter


C.  In this other Pinter work, Ben and Gus wait in a basement room for their assignment and are seemingly puzzled by the actions of the title contraption.

A: The Dumb Waiter

3. On April 30 this year, Joe Biden told the Today Show that he had advised his family to stay out of confined places -- including planes and subways. He was overreacting.

A. What public danger was he so worried about?

A:  swine flu


B. You can't get swine flu from eating pork. Pig farmers and the WHO both used a more appropriate, generic name for the virus. What was it?

A:  H1N1 (accepted Influenza A H1N1)


c. In Israel, the deputy minister of health was offended that the term "swine flu" involved saying the name of an unkosher animal. He gave the virus a new name, which turned out to be more offensive. What was it?

A:  Mexican flu



4. A. In 1941, Congress forced the U.S. Army Air Corps to start an all-black unit. Now George Lucas is making a movie about them. Give the common name for the 332nd fighter group.

A:  Tuskegee Airmen


B. Thanks to the efforts of the Tuskegee Airmen, Executive Order 9981 called for de-segregation of the armed forces. What President signed this order in 1948?

A:  Harry Truman


C. The Tuskegee Airmen were all trained at the Tuskegee Institute. Name the first president of the Tuskegee Institute, who was accused of selling out black America in his Atlanta Exposition speech.

A:  Booker T. Washington


5. FTPE, name these genetic diseases.


A. This genetic disease is an autosomal recessive disorder whose infantile version results in severe mental and physical impairment and usually results in death before the age of 4. The allele is more common among certain ethnic groups, most notably the Ashkenazi Jews, the Cajun and French Canadians.


A:  Tay-Sachs


B. This genetic disease was thought to have caused the Russian Revolution, but that assertion has since been abandoned. This is because Queen Victoria was a carrier and gave it to her carrier daughter Alix who married Czar Nicholas II. Since it is X-linked, it affects 50% of male children whose mothers are carriers. What disease is characterized by excessive and 

unstoppable bleeding?


A:  Hemophilia


C. This disease, while not fatal, is embarrassing to the extreme because it imparts people with a strong fishy odour that cannot be washed away. This odour is caused by a build-up of trimethylamine because there is a defect in the gene coding for the breakdown of it, FMO3. What is the clinical name for this disease that is more commonly known as fish odour syndrome?


A:  TMAU or trimethylaminuria



6. FTPE, answer the following questions about The Marriage of Figaro.


A. Who wrote this opera?


A:  Mozart


B. Which famous love song, traditionally sung by a eunuch, is sung right before the character is dressed in women's clothing?


A:  Voi che sapete che cosa e amor


C. What is the name of the high-singing character who sings this song, these days usually played by a woman?


A:  Cherubino


7.  Before the year of 1982, Canada was still technically owned by Britain.  For ten points, name this first part of the Constitution Act of 1982 that entrenched a bill of rights into Canada’s constitution.  

A:  the Charter of Rights and Freedoms


B.  For ten more points, this is the number of fundamental freedoms listed in the Charter under section two.

A:  four (conscience and religion; thought, belief, opinion and expression; peaceful assembly; association)


C.  Section 33 of the Charter allows provinces to ignore sections 2 and 7-15 for a period of up to five years, but after the five years is up the province can re-enact this.  For ten points, name the common name for this clause.

A:  the Notwithstanding clause


8. Composed of about 78 percent nitrogen, 20 percent oxygen, with the rest composed of carbon dioxide, argon, and trace amounts of hydrogen, neon, helium, krypton, xenon, methane, and ozone, the atmosphere is a powerful protective force against sunlight that has allowed life to flourish. FTPE, name these layers of the atmosphere.

A. This layer is not only home to most of our much-touted ozone, but it is also the layer where pilots like to fly because it is where airplanes make the best time.

A:  Stratosphere


B. At an altitude of 30-50 km, this layer is where comet tails, meteroids, and other space debris burn up before they can hit us.

A:  Mesosphere


3. With the Sun's heat stored in the ground and water, this layer is the closest to the Earth's surface, and it is the only one in which humans can survive without protection.


A:  Troposphere


9. This was the first company ever to issue stock. Name this trading company that colonized Indonesia and fought constantly with the British East India Company.

A:  Dutch East India Company


B. The Dutch East India Company expelled the Portuguese and killed thousands of native people on the Banda islands to protect their monopoly on what valuable spice?

A:  nutmeg


C. This poet and Member of Parliament wrote a scathing indictment of Dutch naval power in "The Character of Holland". He also wrote some pretty good poems about a mower and a fly.

A:  Andrew Marvell
10. Hakuna Matata! For ten points each, answer these questions about the actors who provided the voices for Disney’s 1994 hit movie, The Lion King.
A.  Name this actor who provided the voice of the original lion king Mufasa. He was Simba’s father.

A: James Earl Jones
B.  The role of Sister Mary Clarence is a far cry from the role of Shenzi the hyena. Name this actress who provided his voice in the film.

A: Whoopi Goldberg
C. Whoopi Goldberg later collaborated in the movie Rat Race with this actor who voiced the eccentric hornbill, Zazu.

A: Rowan Atkinson
11. Answer these questions related to countries beginning with the letter ‘E’.
A:  Tallinn is the capital of this nation, for ten points.

A: Estonia
B.  For five points each, name these two countries of east Africa that border one another.

A: Ethiopia and Eritrea
C.  For ten points, name the country that borders Guatemala and Honduras.

A: El Salvador
12.  Sir John A. McDonald seems kind of creepy. Let's do a bonus about another Father of Confederation.

A. This Grit leader formed a coalition with Conservatives like McDonald and George-Etienne Cartier. He quit the coalition a year later but still supported their Confederation plans.

A:  George Brown


B. George Brown can be considered the founder of this newspaper which is still published today. It has columns by Jeffrey Simpson, Margaret Wente and John Doyle.

A:  The Globe and Mail


C. When McDonald and Cartier got caught trading a federal contract for some campaign money, this protege of George Brown became the second Prime Minister of Canada.

A:  Alexander Mackenzie

13. For ten points each, answer these questions about New Testament places.

A.  On this road, Saul was blinded and a voice called out to him saying “Why do you persecute me?” as depicted in Acts of the Apostles.  This place is now the capital of Syria.

A:  the Road to Damascus

B.  Literally meaning “place of the skull” in Greek (according to the Bible), this is where Jesus was crucified, though some call it Calvary instead.

A:  Golgotha

C.  This is the name of the garden where Jesus was betrayed by Judas.  It appears in both the Gospels of Matthew and Mark and is located at the foot of Mount Olives.

A:  Gethsemane


14. For ten points each, answer these questions about a novel.

A.  This romantic novel set in Georgia follows the life of a plantation owner’s daughter during the American Civil War and Reconstruction periods.

A: Gone with the Wind 

B.  This woman wrote Gone with the Wind.

A: Margaret Mitchell
C.  This is the last name of the twins, Brent and Stuart, who pursue Scarlett O’Hara at the beginning of the novel.

A: Tarleton


15. On October 30, 2008, sixteen days after the federal election, eleven women were named to Stephen Harper’s Cabinet.

A.  For ten points, name this woman who became the Cabinet member in charge of Natural Resources, her first Cabinet position.

A:  Lisa Raitt


B.  On June 2, 2009, CTV announced that a folder listing the funding for the Chalk River nuclear reactor was left at their office.  For ten points, the Chalk River nuclear reactor shut down caused a shortage of this. 

A:  medical radioisotopes (accept radioactive isotopes)

C.  On January 30, 2009, a conversation between Raitt and her aide about the shortage was accidentally taped.  For ten points, this is the word Raitt used to describe the medical isotopes issue.

A:  sexy


16. FTPE, answer these questions about space exploration probes that have enlightened our view of our solar system.

A. This lander was launched on December 4th, 1996, and it landed on Ares Vallis on Mars. The experimental data and sampling, however, were performed by the Sojourner rover it carried.


A:  Mars (or MESUR) Pathfinder


B. This probe is most noted for creating astoundingly high resolution photographs of Venus’ surface. It is named after a famous Portuguese explorer.
A:  Magellan probe


C. Currently used to study the heliopause and solar wind, this probe is more famous for its Golden Record, a phonograph designed to convey the diversity of life and culture on Earth, which includes such hits as the Brandenburg Concerto No. 2 and Johnny B. Goode.


A:  Voyager 1 (must state number)


17. Brotherly love and support can take you far in life. Several teams in the National Hockey League seem to epitomize this ideal. 

A.  For ten points, give the last name of the two brothers who helped the Anaheim Mighty Ducks win the Stanley Cup in 2007.

A: Rob and Scott Niedermayer


B.  For ten points, provide the surname of the twins who currently play for the Vancouver Canucks, each with eerily similar statistics.

A: Daniel and Henrik Sedin


A.  For ten points, give the first name of this Staal brother who is currently a defenseman for the New York Rangers and whose brothers play for the Carolina Hurricanes and the Pittsburgh Penguins.


A: Marc Staal


18. FTPE, answer these questions about works of art that are related somehow.

A.  His painting The Metamorphisis of Narcissus includes a man's head turning into an egg. In his Geopoliticus Child, the Earth takes the form of an egg and a man hatches out of Atlantic.

A:  Salvador Dali


B.  A Russian billionaire bought fifteen of these objects to give them back to his country, but one of them might be a fake. They were originally made to be presented to Alexander III and 
Nicholas II of Russia.


A:  Faberge eggs


C.  In a painting by Jean-Baptiste Greuze, a girl is hanging her head, a little boy looks confused and some adults look very angry. The titular objects symbolize the loss of virginity. What painting is this?

A:  Broken Eggs


19. FTPE, show how well-versed you are in the subtle art of poison.

A. This purple plant, also known as Dead Man's Bells, can kill you with just a nibble. It can cause heart block, vomiting, hallucinations, and delirium, but used carefully it can treat cardiac arrhythmia. It may be more commonly known as foxglove.


A:  Digitalis


B. This poison is isolated from the Nux Vomica tree. It is one of the bitterest substances known, with detectable levels in the parts per million range, so in murder mysteries it's often cloaked by coffee. Drinking such a brew will cause muscular convulsions leading to asphyxia. 

A:  Strychnine


C. This poison sometimes used as a pesticide for birds and rodents is a popular suicide route, taking the lives of such notables as Alan Turing and Adolf Hitler. Its smell in Love in the Time of Cholera reminds Dr. Juvenal Urbino of the fate of unrequited love. Less romantically, it's an inhibitor of cytochrome c oxidase, meaning it blocks the last step of the electron transport chain and disables the production of ATP. 


A:  Cyanide


20. I will describe a school of philosophy in plain English. You will tell me what I am talking about.
 
A.  This school of thought says that life is unique and specific to every individual and we all make choices in our own contexts and situations. We are especially defined by how alive and real we all are.

A:  existentialism

 
B.  This school of philosophy rejects any speculation about reality, instead prizing logic and mathematics as pure and formal sciences. Any idea worth writing about must all be supported by thorough evidence.


A:  positivism or logical positivism
 

C.  This third school teaches us that pleasure is good and pain is bad. Unlike hedonism, it sees a great deal of pleasure in modest and virtuous living. It recognizes friendship as one of the best things in life.


A:  Epicureanism


21. “They f--- you up, your mum and dad.”  For ten points, name this 1970s poem recently quoted on the first season of the Canadian comedy-drama Being Erica.

A:  This Be The Verse


B.  For another ten points, this English poet who reacted against the fragmented modernism of T. S. Eliot and Ezra Pound wrote “This Be The Verse”.

A:  Philip Larkin


C.  For ten points, Larkin also wrote a poem about these title vehicles that are “[c]losed like confessionals” and “come to rest at any kerb” because “[a]ll streets in time are visited” in the 1960s.

A:  Ambulances



22.  I'll tell you how a war started and how it ended. If you can give me the name of the war, you'll get ten points.

A. This war started when Saladin took control of the Holy Land. It ended when all the Christians gave up and went home.

A:  the Third Crusade


B. This war started with the Defenestration of Prague, which means throwing men out a window. It ended with the Peace of Westphalia, which means splitting Germany into small pieces.

A:  the Thirty Years War


C. This war started when Holy Roman Emperor Charles VI died and left the empire to his daughter Maria Theresa. It ended with the Treaty of Aix-La-Chappelle and Prussia taking control of Silesia.

A:  the War of the Austrian Succession


23.  FTPE, name these famous ciphers, some of which continue to stump diehard cryptographers.

A. This cipher was created by a serial killer who sent coded messages to the police between 1966 and 1974. It inspired its namesake movie about the futile search for the serial killer starring Robert Downey Jr. and Jake Gyllenhaal.

A:  Zodiac Killer ciphers


B. This is a 400 or so year old manuscript filled with pictures of imaginary plants. Its text remains to this day undecoded, with linguistic patterns spanning multiple languages. It was recently the subject of an XKCD comic where the stickman suggests that it was a manual for an ancient role-playing game, possibly called "Druids and Dicotelydons".

A:  Voynich manuscript


C. This cipher was written by the composer Elgar to his friend, Miss Dora Penny. It consists of what appears to be a series of arched squiggles displayed at various orientations. To this day it remains unsolved.

A:  Dorabella cipher

 
24.  FTPE, give some information about Thomas Hardy and his works.

A. This book begins with the sale by auction of a poor man's wife to a sailor.

A:  The Mayor of Casterbridge


B. This book begins with a forbidding of the banns between Thomasin and Wildeve. Her outspoken aunt turns out to be correct in her estimation of Thomasin's fiance.

A:  The Return of the Native


C. This work follows the unfortunate life of a dairy maid and various other characters, a notable one being Angel Clare whom she marries at one point.

A:  Tess of the D’Urbervilles


TIEBREAKER

25. This was originally designed in the early 1970s as a structured declarative query language by IBM for System R mainframes. It was not until 1986 that it received official standardization by the American National Standards Institute. Its name changed during the late seventies because of a copyright infringement with a plane built by Hawker Sidderly aircrafts of England. FTP, what is this programming language that is most commonly known for being the base of Microsoft's database server software?

A: SQL (can be pronounced "sequel" or spelled out)
