1. The author of this book noted the influence that Franz Neumann's modern working of the Leviathan, entitled The Behemoth, had on this work. One section of this book discusses the ways in which the checks-and-balances system has been made obsolete because of its reliance on the middle class as a pivot. That section is entitled "The Theory of Balance." The eleventh section of this work discusses the five stages that the titular construction moved through, including one which began directly after World War II, and the subsequent section, entitled "The Mass Society," draws an important distinction between a society and a mass. The last section of this work discusses the antithetical characteristics of the title group and is called "The Higher Immorality." For ten points, identify this work which discusses the titular societal construction composed of leaders of industry, politics, and the military, a work by sociologist C. Wright Mills.

ANSWER: The Power-Elite

2. The complete description of this quantum mechanical system includes a term proportional to a Dirac delata function of position called the Darwin term. The angular portions of the wave functions that describe this system are proportional to terms given by the Rodrigues relation, the Laguerre polynomials, and a radiative correction known as the Lamb shift was discovered in this system. The spin-flip transition corresponding to 1420 megahertz in this quantum mechanical system is widely used in radio astronomy, arises from hyperfine splitting, and is called the 21-centimeter line, while another transition in this system that is useful in astronomy gives rise to the Lyman-alpha forest. With transition energies given by the Rydberg formula with Z equal to 1, for ten points, identify this system that also exhibits the Balmer and Paschen series and consists of a single electron bound to a single proton. 

Answer: hydrogen atom (accept equivalents like "proton-electron" before mention) 
3. Frank Hodder proposed that the man who initiated this legislation was motivated by the prospect of organizing support for a transcontinental railroad that began in his home state. This legislation was opposed by Theodore Parker in a speech in which he cautioned that "Spain... stands there a perpetual warning for all of us," while Charles Sumner's notable "landmark" speech was delivered in opposition to this act. Josiah Miller and R.G. Elliott organized the Sandbank Convention as a consequence of the passage of this act, which also stimulated the activity of the Emigrant Aid Company. Among the fallouts from this bill were repeated conflicts with "border ruffians" who sought to influence decisions in the territories addressed by this bill, as well as multiple candidate constitutions, including a pro-slavery one drawn up on Lecompton, in one territory. Introduced by Stephen Douglas, for ten points, identify this 1854 act which repealed the Missouri Compromise and established the principle of popular sovereignty in its namesake western states.

ANSWER: Kansas-Nebraska Act

4. In one scene of this movie, a child transcribes “The cold winter is over. Spring has come. It is April now,” and that character’s brother runs around picking grass and ignoring his grandmother. A tour bus scene occurs just before one character shows takes her in-laws around the title city and is questioned about a picture of her eight-year dead husband. One character in this film experiences dizziness after a poor night of sleep at the Atami spa, and her husband’s reunion with a scribe and police officer results in his drunken arrival at the door of the hairdresser Shige, who is later reproached by Kyoko for being selfish. Near this film’s end, Shukichi sends several telegrams to the Hirayama family, as Tomi lies on her deathbed having drifted apart from her children in the title city. For 10 points, name this 1953 masterpiece directed by Yasujiro Ozu.  

ANSWER: Tokyo Story [or Tokyo monogatari]
5. The Prologue to this work suggests that "When Anna's sceptre points the laws their course... there scarce is room for satire," and is spoken by Mr. Wilks. After kissing a maid named Cherry, one character compares her lips to honeycombs, to which she replies that she wishes there had been bees too, to sting him for his impudence. In this play, the highwayman Gibbet makes a plan to rob the household of a character who is flirting with the captive French officer Bellair, while Foigard is revealed to be an Irishman posing as a Frenchman in this play. This work's first act opens with a scene in which one of the main characters drinks some "confounded strong" ale served by Boniface, who tells that character about Lady Bountiful. The arrival of Sir Charles Freeman, who confirms the story of the death of the eldest brother of the two main characters, results in an inheritance for one of the main characters and the separation of Freeman's sister from her brutish husband.  Ending with Archer engineering Mrs. Sullen's divorce from her husband and Aimwell's marriage to Dorinda, for ten points, identify this late Restoration comedy, the most famous work of George Farquhar. 

ANSWER: The Beaux' Stratagem

6. A song from this band's first album exhorts "Alexander" that you can do it, comes right before "Une Anee sans Lumiere," and is one of four songs labeled "Neighborhoods." One song from this band's second album notes that "just because you've forgotten doesn't mean you''re forgiven" and that the title condition "keeps me from dancing with the one I love." That song, "My Body is a Cage," comes after tracks like "Ocean of Noise" and "Intervention." A track about a place where “no spaceships go,” "No Cars Go" appeared on this band's eponymous EP, which was released in 2003. The title track from one of their albums has a music video filmed entirely in an elevator and notes that there's "not much chance of survival" if the title book is true. For ten points, identify this indie band fronted by Regine Chassagne and Win Butler, who released Funeral and Neon Bible. 

ANSWER: The Arcade Fire

7. Bromine in methanol and dilute sulfuric acid are used to convert the alcohol of this compound to a dihydropyran in the Achmatowicz reaction. An “interrupted” modification of one reaction that produces this compound involves quinine in the presence of a proton sponge, and that reaction is catalyzed by amines and involves alpha-halogen ketones and beta-dicarbonyl compounds and is the Feist-Benary synthesis. 1,4-diketones are reacted with phosphorus pentoxide to produce these in Paal-Knorr synthesis, and these compounds are hydrogenated with a palladium catalyst to produce the “tetrahydro” variety of ether. Analogous to thiophene and pyrrhole, for 10 points, name this aromatic compound with a five-element ring containing one oxygen atom.

ANSWER: furan  

8. During a meeting early in its existence, this organization abolished the "feeding system," which involved governors with three-year rotations who administered trials and collected taxes, and another meeting of this organization established the so-called "fifth taxes," a 20% tithe to finance a war against some western neighbors. One of the most important meetings of this organization took place to discuss the Odoyevsky Commission's recommendation of a new Law Code, which was instituted as its namesake "ulozheniye;" that meeting took place in 1648 and was this organization's last significant gathering. Prior to that meeting, this organization had suggested continuing the Livonian War, condemned the purges of the Oprichinna and met briefly during the Time of Troubles, with its most important meeting occurring in 1613 to elect Mikhail Romanov. For ten points, identify this "assembly of the land," a proto-parliamentary semi-legislative body active in 16th and 17th century Russia.

ANSWER: Zemsky Sobor (accept Assembly of the Land before mention)

9. One of these works begins by telling of how its author was asked to write an introduction to a Leonard Merrick novel, and goes on, by way of Chesterton, to classify works such as the Sherlock Holmes stories as "good bad books." Another of these works analyzes the titular writer's new book The Machiavellians, and is a commentary on the author of The Managerial Revolution, James Burnham. Including works such as "The Lion and the Unicorn," which defends patriotic feelings towards the subtitular nation, as well as "In Defense of P.G. Wodehouse," among these works is one which compares Henry Miller to Walt Whitman in analyzing Miller's Tropic of Cancer and Black Spring. In addition to "Inside the Whale," another of these works condemns such artifices as dying metaphors, pretentious diction, and meaningless words in analyzing the titular tongue, while one of the most famous of these works admits that the title action was committed "solely to avoid looking a fool." Including such works as "Decline of the English Murder," and "Politics and the English Language," for ten points, identify these non-fiction works by the author of "Shooting an Elephant," some of which are collected in Burmese Days.

ANSWER: essays of George Orwell

10.  In Germanic folklore, a giant named Lars Krands used one of these objects to transport sand that he then dumped on an offending farmer. In the Aeneid, Entellus uses one of these objects to kill a bull after defeating Dares in a contest. In the Mabinogion, Manawyddan uses one of these objects to store a captive mouse which he intends to hang for stealing grain from him. In Norse myth, one of these objects belonging to the giant Skrymir is mistaken by Thor for a house during a journey to the realm of Utgard-Loki. King Amycus, who attempted to impede the progress of the Argonauts before being defeated by Polydeuces, owned some of these objects that had spikes concealed in them, and Thor owned some iron examples of these objects, which were borrowed from the giantess Grith, and which he used to kill the giant Geirrod by throwing a piece of iron at him. For ten points, identify these objects, one of which had to be worn on Thor's right hand in order to wield Mjolnir and which might be useful to boxers.

ANSWER: gloves

11. Dekker's algorithm was the first to successfully apply these constructs, and Peterson's algorithm, which implements a bounded waiting scheme, also makes use of these constructs and was generalized to n greater than 2 my Hofri. These constructs usually support two operations denoted V and P, which correspond to an increment and a decrement operation, and the blocked-queue implementation of these constructs keeps track of the next action to be invoked through a first-in-first-out mechanism. Usually used to solve common classes of problems like the producer-consumer problem, incorrect use of these constructs can lead to either starvation or a condition in which no processes are making progress, deadlock. Invented by Edsger Dijkstra as a solution to the "dining philosophers" problem, for ten points, identify these programming constructs which control access to shared resources between processes. 

Answer: semaphores 

 
12. In the foreword to this work, its author references a brief correspondence he had with Johan Bojer, who published a similar work shortly prior to this work's publication. After treating an Indian chief for blood poisoning, the main character of this work receives a pony as a reward, and a female character in this work recalls how her parents begged her husband not to take her across the sea, and laments the "west-fever" which she sees among the young. The naming of a boy who is jokingly prophesied to become President because, "he is born in the country," causes tension in this work between Kjersti and Tonseten. In this work's final chapter, entitled "The Great Plain Drinks the Blood of Christian Men and is Satisfied," the main character dies in a snowstorm while trying to get a minister for Hans Olsa, and his last thoughts are of his wife Beret and his son Peder Victorious. For ten points, identify this novel about Per Hansa, a Norwegian who settles in the Dakotas, the most famous work of Ole Rolvaag.

ANSWER: Giants in the Earth

13. In his Autobiography, this philosopher priviliged Plato, Tacitus, Francis Bacon, and Grotius above all other thinkers, and he modeled his own efforts after Grotius, whose work led him to conduct the research that led to the writing of a treatise which pondered the question of whether justice is natural or conventional. This thinker juxtaposed the arts of "criticism" and "topics" in the first of his major anti-Cartesian works, On the Study Methods of Our Time, and later added to his work Universal Right a volume entitled De constantia jurisprudentis, this first chapter of which would lend its title to this man's most famous work. More famously, this man is famous for a work which reformulated the verum factum principle he himself had proposed in his On the Most Ancient Wisdom of the Italians and advanced the notion of three universal principles, those of religion, marriage, and burial. For ten points, identify this thinker who proposed a cyclical theory of history in his most famous work, The New Science.

ANSWER: Giambattista Vico

14. The founder of this polity strengthened his position by marrying into the Lichchavi tribe, and after this polity's disintegration, much of the area around its founding would later become the seed of a kingdom under king Harsha. Much of the information about this polity comes from the monk Faxian, who lived at the court of the third ruler of this polity; that ruler would later be remembered as King Vikramaditya but was known in his time as the second king of a certain name. This polity's second ruler revived the horse sacrifice, and another of its rulers repulsed the White Huns in 455 CE, and this polity's existence saw an extensive revision of the Arthasastra as well as the writings of the works of Kalidasa. For ten points, identify this polity which controlled northern India from 320 to 550 CE and was founded by a man who shares his name with the founder of the Mauryan dynasty.

ANSWER: Gupta Empire

15. A poem in which this composer finds himself a prisoner on a ship during a mutiny was written by Thomas Transtromer about this composer's "dream." At his death, this composer left unfinished a piano concerto in E-flat major, which was completed by Lyapunov, who also conducted the first premiere of this composer's Second Symphony. Liszt strongly influenced this composer's piano works, such as his Fantasia on themes from A Life for the Tsar, and the influence of Spanish themes taken from one of his teachers is reflected in his "Overture on a Spanish March Theme," and Serenade espagnole. This composer was more famous for an overture on themes from his native land entitled 1000 Years, while a Lermontov poem inspired his symphonic poem Tamara, which along with another piece that was first performed by Nicholas Rubenstein was based on Caucasian folk music. The composer of a notoriously difficult "oriental fantasy," for ten points, identify this member of the "mighty five," a teacher to Borodin, Rimsky-Korsakov, and Musorgsky and composer of Islamey.

ANSWER: Mily Alekseyevich Balakirev

16. Two proteins associated with this structure assist in the transport of glucosinolate into plant cells as an antifungal defense, and one analogue of this structure seals septal pores in several filamentous ascomycetes and is called the Woronin body. In plants, the components of the ascorbate-glutathione cycle are produced in this structure, and one defect in it leads to a disorder characterized by high levels of pipecolic acid, which is related to another disease of this structure results from the alpha-oxidation of phytanic acid. Both Refsum disease and adrenoleukodystrophy fall in the Zellweger spectrum of diseases affecting this organelle, which as a result compromises the myelin sheath. This organelle produces the manganese form of superoxide dismutase and uric acid oxidase, but is best known for producing catalase. For 10 points, name this organelle that produces enzymes that break down peroxides.

ANSWER: peroxisome 
17. The technique of black-figure vase painting originated in this polis, and an account of Polybius tells of how Lucius Mummius sacked this city in 146 BCE. The early history of this polis saw the rise to power of a tyrant named Cypselus, who expelled its ruling aristocratic clan, the Bacchiadae. During the early 4th century BCE, this city led a coalition in a namesake war against Sparta which saw a victory at Cnidus and a loss at Coronea, and this city feuded with Athens after the city of Megara became an Athenian ally. According to Herodotus, this city provided 40 ships at the Battle of Salamis, the second most after Athens. After Philip II of Macedon's victory at Chaeronea, he organized the Hellenic League, which met at this city and was sometimes known by its name, and colonists from this city settled the island of Ortygia, founding Syracuse. For ten points, identify this Greek city located on a namesake Peloponnesian isthmus, which gives its name to an ornate order of columns.

ANSWER: Corinth

18. This poem's fourth stanza contains a dubious attempt to rhyme "draught" with "quaffed," and in the foregoing stanzas, the title character dreams of her father wearing "a broadcloth coat," and her brother sailing "a painted boat." After thinking of his sisters, "proud and cold," another character in this poem later causes lawyers to smile by humming "an old love-tune." That character marries "a wife of richest dower/ Who lived for fashion as he for power," while this work's main character ends up married to "a man unlearned and poor/ And many children played round her door." This poem's last stanza exhorts God to pity the "rich repiner and household druge," and hopes that "in the hereafter," angels will "roll the stone" away from the grave of "some sweet hope," and that also stanza contains the famous couplet, "For of all sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these: 'It might have been.'" For ten points, identify this poem in which the title woman meets a Judge while walking down the road, written by John Greenleaf Whittier.

ANSWER: Maud Muller

19. An association intended to advocate for this was founded by Isaac Butt, and an effort to bring about this policy was defeated partly through the efforts of Joseph Chamberlain. One publication by advocates of this policy was the "Plan of Campaign," which advocated withholding rents, and one failure to institute this policy led to a notable series of riots centered on the Alexandra docks in a certain city. John Redmond persuaded the Asquith government to put forth the third bill to institute this policy, which was opposed by Edward Carson, while 1885 and 1893 bills that would have instituted this policy both failed though they were championed by William Gladstone. Though the third bill that attempted to implement it was suspended due to World War I and the Easter Rebellion, this policy was finally implemented via a 1920 act of Parliament, which resulted in a north-south partition that was eventually replaced by a "free state" under the leadership of Eamon de Valera. For ten points, identify this goal sought by politicians like Charles Parnell and Michael Collins, the right of self-government for a certain island nation.

ANSWER: Irish Home Rule (prompt on "Irish independence" or similar answers)

20. In this work, a scribe records that a dead man sells another dead man a house, and this work notes that certain individuals “never tasted the cup of tranquility,” advising against the literal interpretation of verses such as “And verily Our host shall conquer.” Hooper Dunbar produced a “companion to the study” of this text, and near the end of its first section, the book addresses the learned of Bayan to not forget its teachings. This book addresses such confusing terms as “Seal of the Prophets” and in one verse explains that backbiting should be treated as an error and that by cleansing and purifying his heart, the knowledge of the Ancient of Days is available to the true seeker. This text was written in two days and two nights in 1861 in Baghdad, where the Bahá'u'lláh was in exile. For 10 points, name this primary Bahá'í holy text.

ANSWER: The Book of Certitude [or Kitáb-i-Íqán]

21. At the beginning of Max Frisch's Homo Faber, a man identified only as a "ruin-lover" procures a Land Rover so the main character can visit this nation. This country gave its title to a journalistic work subtitled "Occupied Country," by Uruguayan writer Eduardo Galeano, whose essay "The Government Decides that Reality Doesn't Exist," concerns a declaration by this nation's president regarding a dormant volcano. In another work set in this country, Celestino Yumi sells his wife Catalina Zabala to the demon Tazol while in yet another work, the guerilla leader Gaspar Ilom, believing himself to be a descendant of the title group, wages war against the Mounted Patrol. The author of those aforementioned works, which includes the novel Mulatta, also authored a collection of legends of this country, and another work by that author centers of Miguel Angel Face, an advisor to the titular politician. The setting of such works as The Eyes of the Interred and Men of Maize, as well as El Senor Presidente, for ten points, identify this Central American nation whose most famous native writer is Miguel Asturias.

ANSWER: Guatemala

22. This psychologist determined that one-tenth of the effort is required to make meaningful associations when learning Don Juan by heart than by learning syllables individually. In one chapter of this psychologist’s best known work, he discusses result grouping methods and “the utility of the averages obtained,” and in one of his experiments, this psychologist used a metronome to recite 15,000 consonant-vowel-consonant constructions he called “nonsense syllables.” This psychologist names the optical illusion involving two circles of the same size surrounded by large and small circles and authored The Intelligence of Schoolchildren, in addition to applying the recency and primacy effects to lists to document the serial position effect. For 10 points, name this psychologist who studied the spacing, learning, and forgetting curves and published the book On Memory.

ANSWER: Hermann Ebbinghaus
23. These objects were the subject of Otto Struve's Algol paradox, which was resolved by Gerard Kuiper, and a recent class of these systems to be discovered is the class of cataclysmic variables. Methods of detecting these systems include visual, spectroscopic, and eclipsing methods, as well as detections of instances of common proper motion, and the orbital periods of these systems provide the most direct and precise way of measuring solar masses. These systems usually undergo mass transfer between components through the first Lagrange point once one half has filled its Roche lobe, and examples include systems like the Hulse-Taylor system, whose decaying period provides evidence for gravitational waves, and the Xi Ursae Majoris system, the first for which orbital ellipticity was established. Also including systems like the one containing Castor and Pollux, for ten points, identify these systems that consist of two stars gravitationally bound to each other. 

Answer: binary systems (or binaries) 
24. A lavender-colored stream flows out from a town in the a landscape behind a seated white-gowned girl in this artist’s View of the Village. One self portrait by this artist has him wearing a light blue and black sweater vest and staring at the viewer, and in another work, the central nude female places her hand on the shoulder of a topless black serving lady. In addition to painting La Toilette and being painted by Renoir seated hard at work, this painter depicted his cousin Thérèse des Hours sitting on a wall staring at a city in The Pink Dress and mentioned the Rue de la Condomine as the location of his Artist’s Studio. His most famous work contains three blue-gowned women and their husbands, Family Reunion. For 10 points, name this short-lived Impressionist who died in the Franco-Prussian War at the age of 29.

ANSWER: Jean Frédéric Bazille

The protagonist of this show's brother had his soul bonded to a suit of armor after they tried to bring their mother back to life and presumably went on to rape an alien robot child with his many tentacles while shouting catchphrases that Southern California high schoolers would later spew all over the hsquizbowl forums. Anyway, since this is VCU Open, you aren’t hearing the goddamn anime bonus that was submitted here. For 10 points each, answer the following about the sanctioning body for open-wheel car racing in the United States.

[10] Founded in 1994 by Tony George, the owner of a certain Motor Speedway, this organization eventually triumphed over its rival, CART or Champ Car.

ANSWER: IRL [or Indy Racing League; or Indycar Series]

[10] One of the most successful American open-wheel drivers not named Unser in recent memory, this winner of four Indy 500s between 1979 and 1991 now consults for the Penske team.

ANSWER: Rick Mears

[10] Though she has never finished higher than third at the Indianapolis 500, this racer became the first woman to win an Indycar race with her 2008 victory in the Tokyo 300, and is presumably the only IRL driver to have posed for FHM magazine.

ANSWER: Danica Patrick
In one of his operas, the villainous Kadoor is thwarted and Zéphoris marries Néméa, princess of Goa. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this composer of If I Were King and Richard en Palestine, and an opera about Madame Latour, the altar ego of Madeleine, the wife of the titular Coachman of Lonjumeau.

ANSWER:  Adolphe Charles Adam

[10] In this Adam ballet, the gamekeeper Hilarion fails to separate Loys from the title peasant girl and mourns for her just before being destroyed by the Wilis.

ANSWER: Giselle, ou Les Wilis 

[10] This choreographer staged four revivals of Adam’s Le Corsaire, who worked with Cesare Pugni on The Pharoah’s Daughter and Tchaikovsky on Swan Lake and The Sleeping Beauty.

ANSWER: Marius Ivanovich Petipa 

The most notable account of this event was produced by Rafaello Carboni, and it began as a response to imposition of licensing fees and "digger hunts" to collect them. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this miners' rebellion which occurred in 1854.

ANSWER: Eureka Stockade

[10] The Eureka Stockade occurred in the city of Ballarat in this Australian province.

ANSWER: Victoria

[10] The Eureka Stockade was led by this man, who lost an arm in the fighting that resulted. He would afterwards serve in the Victorian parliament, holding the office of speaker from 1880 to 1887.

ANSWER: Peter Lalor

Synthetic substitutes for this hormone include lanreotide and octreotide. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this hormone whose two forms are composed of 14 and 28 amino acid which inhibits the release of growth hormone, thyroid-stimulating hormone, and secretin.

ANSWER: somatostatin
[10] Somatostatin is produced in the delta cells of this pancreatic region, home to the endocrine alpha and beta cells that produce glucagon and insulin respectively.

ANSWER: Islets of Langerhans
[10] The epsilon cells of the Islets of Langerhans were recently discovered in mice to produce this hormone, which stimulates appetite and opposes leptin.

ANSWER: ghrelin  

At the end of this work one character contracts smallpox and is forced to leave for Holland after her machinations are exposed, while another character is killed in a duel by the Chevalier Danceny. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this epistolary novel.

ANSWER: Dangerous Liasons or Les liasons dangereuse

[10] Dangerous Liasons was written by this man, whose work on this novel was based on a combination of Richardson's Clarissa and Rousseau's The New Heloise.

ANSWER: Pierre-Ambroise Francois Choderlos de Laclos

[10] This main character of Dangerous Liasons seduces Madame de Tourvelle, as well as Cecile, leading to his killing by Danceny, and maintains a lengthy correspondence with the Marquise de Merteuil.

ANSWER: Vicomte de Valmont

In Meron on this holiday, thousands of Jews celebrate the Yahrzeit. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this holiday celebrated 33 days after Passover, commemorating the end of a plague that killed 24,000 of Rabbi Akiva’s students, which is best known for its lighting of bonfires.

ANSWER: Lag BaOmer [or Lag LaOmer]

[10] Another common practice on the Lag BaOmer is upsherin, which involves performing this action on a three-year old Jewish boy. Having this action performed cost Samson all his strength.

ANSWER: cutting hair [accept equivalents]

[10] The Lag BaOmer bonfires symbolize the revelation of the Zohar, the most important text of this discipline that involves sefirot, the four worlds, and the teachings of Moses Cordovero.

ANSWER: kabbalah

This man’s rule is defined by net price path as a function of time when extracting a non-renewable natural resource. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this economist who is better known for a model about two beach vendors who minimize traveling costs by staying equidistant from the center of the beach.

ANSWER: Harold Hotelling

[10] Hotelling’s lemma is a corollary of this theorem used in economic optimization, which allows one to calculate derivatives of maximum value functions.

ANSWER: envelope theorem

[10] The envelope theorem is more directly used to derive this equation named for a Russian scientist which describes the effect of the income and substitution effects.

ANSWER: Slutsky equation

At the end of this work, the steamer Nan-Shan arrives in Fuchau, and it concludes with the reading of a letter in which it is told how the captain divided some money between several Chinese workers. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this short story about how Captain MacWhirr and his crew weathered the titular storm.

ANSWER: Typhoon

[10] Typhoon was written by this man, whose other works include An Outpost of Progress, The Lagoon, and Nostromo.

ANSWER: Joseph Conrad or Jósef Teodor Konrad Nalecz Korzeniowski

[10] At the end of this Conrad novel, the student Razumov, suspected of being a government spy, is beaten by some revolutionaries and run over by a streetcar.

ANSWER: Under Western Eyes

It was finally proven by Mihailescu in 2002, and earlier results pretaining to this statement included the one of Tijdeman, who showed that if it were false it would have a finite number of exceptions. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this conjecture, which states that 8 and 9 are the only consecutive powers, named for a 19th-century Frenchman.

Answer: Catalan's Conjecture

[10] Catalan's Conjecture can be restated to say that 3 squared and 2 cubed are the only solutions to an equation of this type, for which all variables can only take on integer values.

Answer: Diophantine equations

[10] Yuri Matiyasevich showed in 1970 that it is impossible to say in general whether a Diophantine equation has a solution, thereby giving a negative answer to this problem, posed by a German mathematician.

Answer: Hilbert's 10th Problem 

Along with the case of National Labor Relations Board v. Jones & McLaughlin Steel Corporation, it was lauded by FDR supporters as one of the "switch in time that saved nine." For ten points each:

[10] Identify this 1937 case concerned with minimum wages for women in Washington State, in which the Supreme Court reversed an earlier 1923 decision on the same question.

ANSWER: West Coast Hotel Company vs. Parrish (either name)

[10] The case reversed by the West Coast Hotel decision was this decision, which had declared a District of Columbia minimum wage law unconstitutional.

ANSWER: Adkins v. Children's Hospital (either name)

[10] The infamous "switch" was the decision of Justice Owen Roberts to side with the constitutionality of minimum wage laws rather than join this group of conservative Justices who repeatedly ruled against New Deal programs. They comprised Justices Butler, Sutherland, McReynolds, and Van Devanter, though it's not clear which one was supposed to be famine.

ANSWER: Four Horsemen

This artist painted several arches with lions and the English flag between them in his Apotheosis of St. Zenobius. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this Florentine artist who painted an old man with a wart-filled nose holding his grandson and who painted The Stories of St. Francis for the Sassetti Chapel in Santa Trinita.

ANSWER: Domenico Ghirlandaio [or Domenico di Tommaso Curradi di Doffo Bigordi]

[10] A red cowl and green curtain figure into the Ghirlandaio version of this scene, to which Cranach added a gridded ceiling and resting lion, but which is best known as a Dürer engraving.

ANSWER: St. Jerome in His Study [prompt on anything with “St. Jerome”]

[10] Sixtus IV asked Ghirlandaio to paint a fresco about Christ bringing Peter and Andrew to apostleship for this chapel, which contains a Creation of Adam by some Michelangelo guy.

ANSWER: Sistine Chapel

After spying on his mother Fusako making love with the title figure, Noboru proceeds to trick that man, Ryuji, into drinking poisonous tea. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this short novella which also contains a memorable scene in which Noboru kills a kitten that is then dissected.

ANSWER: The Sailor Who Fell From Grace with the Sea or Gogo no eiko

[10] The Sailor Who Fell From Grace with the Sea was written by this Japanese author of The Sound of the Waves and Confessions of a Mask.

ANSWER: Yukio Mishima (or Kimitake Hiraoka)

[10] Mishima also authored this novel about Kazu Fukuzawa, the proprietress of a Tokyo restaurant who marries the politician Yuken Noguchi, hoping to be buried in his family temple. After Noguchi divorces her, she reopens her restaurant, Setsugoan.

ANSWER: After the Banquet or Utage no ato

This thinker's views on aesthetics and psychology are collected in the collection Sense and Non-Sense, while his political writings are found in Humanism and Terror. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this existentialist philosopher who broke with Sartre with his publication, critical of Marxism, entitled Adventures of the Dialectic.

ANSWER: Maurice Merleau-Ponty

[10] Merleau-Ponty is best known for this 1945 magnum opus which attempts to ground consciousness in the being of the body in the world.

ANSWER: Phenomenology of Perception or Phenomenologie de la Perception

[10] Merleau-Ponty coined the term "perceptual faith" in this last work, which contains a long chapter entitled "The Intertwining," and grew out of his lectures on Malebranche.

ANSWER: The Visible and the Invisible

It is formulated by finding the free energy of a superconductor and expanding around the transition point in powers of the order parameter. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this doubly-eponymous phenomenological theory of superconductivity advanced by two Russian scientists.

Answer: Landau-Ginzburg theory (accept either order)

[10] The Landau-Ginzburg theory was superceded by this microscopic theory of superconductivity, which posits a current of electron pairs that exist in a bound state and explains the superconductor energy gap and the isotope effect.

Answer: Bardeen-Cooper-Schrieffer theory

[10] The BCS theory is only valid for this kind of superconductor. These kinds of superconductors are typically elemental and do not exhibit a mixed-state Meissner effect.

Answer: Type I 

This ruler extracted the Oath of Salisbury from his vassals, and his most important actions received a retroactive blessing from Pope Alexander II. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this ruler who also introduced Cluniac reforms to his nation and later refused to swear fealty to Pope Gregory VII.

ANSWER: William I or William the Conqueror or William the Bastard or William the Norman

[10] A consequence of the aforementioned Cluniac reforms was the replacement of Stigand as Archbishop of Canterbury by this Italian priest, who proceeded to regulate the shit out of the English church.

ANSWER: Lanfranc

[10] After defeating an uprising by Edwin and Morca carried out with Danish help in 1069, William engaged in this large-scale devastation of a certain piece of land stretching from York to Durham, ending Scandinavian opposition in England.

ANSWER: harrying of the north

Answer some questions about an episode from the Trojan War, for ten points each:

[10] On the Trojan plain, Achilles fought this river god, who had become a deity by jumping into the river Xuthus, after damming up his namesake river with corpses.

ANSWER: Scamander

[10] The damming up of the Scamander river was done after Diomedes had thrown the body of this Amazonian princess, slain by Achilles, into the river.

ANSWER: Penthesilea

[10] Diomedes threw Penthesilea's body into the Scamander because Achilles had killed this kinsman of his, the ugliest and most uncouth of the Greeks, for taunting Achilles for falling in love with the Amazon after killing her.

ANSWER: Thersites

Loosely based on the murder of Emmett Till, this play ends with Parnell James, a white editor, joining a group of black protesters. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this play set in "Plaguetown, USA," that begins and ends with the murder of Richard Henry.

ANSWER: Blues for Mr. Charlie

[10] Blues for Mr. Charlie was written by this American author, whose other works include the essay The Fire Next Time.

ANSWER: James Baldwin

[10] Baldwin is best known for this work about the religious experiences of John Grimes.

ANSWER: Go Tell It On The Mountain

Rule and act utilitarianism are two subsets of this theory. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this paradigm used to evaluate decisions in microeconomics, which is grounded on transitivity and completeness of preferences. It was notably discussed by James Coleman and Gerard Debreu.

ANSWER: Rational Choice Theory

[10] One important concept from RCT is indifference of choices, which can be expressed with those eponymous curves. Combining two indifference curves yields this economic construct, named for the author of Mathematical Psychics. 

ANSWER: Edgeworth Box

[10] When one applies RCT to finance, one can derive this hypothesis, which assumes that all bond prices are made by all participants in full knowledge of all circumstances.

ANSWER: Efficient Markets hypothesis

Using a saturated solution of this substance is a cool way to break up the emulsion resulting from a lithium aluminum hydride reduction. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this piezoelectric material also known as potassium sodium tartrate, an orthorhombic-crystallizing ingredient of the Biuret reagent.

ANSWER: Rochelle salt [accept Seignette’s salt]

[10] Rochelle salt is a key component in the solution for this test, which results in a red precipitate and which is used to differentiate between aldehydes and ketones.

ANSWER: Fehling’s test

[10] Related to Fehling’s test is the test associated with this reagent, a silver nitrate that forms a “silver mirror,” which tests positive for aldehydes in general.

ANSWER: Tollens’ reagent 

Oral tradition tells of the emergence of this city under Prince Oranyon, and this city and its surrounding kingdom expanded greatly under the rule of Ewuare. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this most powerful of the forest kingdoms of West Africa, which gives its name to a modern-day African nation.

ANSWER: Benin

[10] Benin would later serve as the nucleus of this empire, which began there in the early 16th century. It was notable for its all-female royal guard and its prominence in the slave trade.

ANSWER: Dahomey

[10] The Dahomey empire warred and eventually subsumed the Oyo kingdom populated mostly by this ethnic group, which also founded the Ife kingdom of the 11th century. This ethnic group of Africa is most prominent in Nigeria and their indigenous religion has given rise to such syncretist sects as Santeria and Candomble.

ANSWER: Yoruba

Extras:
This man shared the Etna-Taormina International Prize in Poetry with Dylan Thomas, but you may know him better as the author of such collections as Day After Day and Greek Lyrics. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this Italian poet who also won a little thing called the Nobel Prize in 1958.

ANSWER: Salvatore Quasimodo

[10] Quasimodo was the one of the foremost poets of this Italian school of poetry, an evolution of symbolism first advanced by Giuseppe Ungaretti.

ANSWER: Hermeticism or Hermetism

[10] Quasimodo was closely associated with this other Italian poet, also a hermeticist, who is best known for his collection Cuttlefish Bones.

ANSWER: Eugenio Montale

According to the Bjerknes feedback mechanism, the depth of this phenomenon couples in a positive feedback loop with the trade winds, upwelling, and sea surface temperature. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this region within an ocean or a lake in which a steep temperature gradient is exhibited over a significant depth.

Answer: thermocline
[10] In the ventilated thermocline model, the final ventilated zone is a region of upwelling named for this man, who also names a spiral that arises as a consequence of the Coriolis effect and viscous drag.

Answer: Vagn Walfrid Ekman
[10] Southeasterly winds that pump thermocline water to the surface are responsible for the formation of this strip of surface water with a low temperature which extends along the line of zero latitude from the southeastern boundaries of the Pacific and Atlantic oceans. It is the largest natural source of atmospheric carbon dioxide.

Answer: equatorial cold tongue 

