Valencia Fall Invitational

Round 10

Questions by Chip Thomas

1)  Priapus was their patron saint, and when Alessandro Moreschi died in 1922, they were officially no more.  Matthew 19: 12 addresses individuals who would become so “for the kingdom of heaven’s sake”,  but historically this wretched condition befell careless lovers of wives of the powerful, vanquished soldiers, and poor kids who wanted a job in a palace.  FTP, a thin cord knotted tightly and a sharp razor’s slash, followed by the application of a searing poker, would in two of ten cases produce a breathing, living---if you could call it that---example of what?


A.  castrati (acc. castrato)

2)  The chief source of this element, known in days of yore as argenum vivum, is the mineral cinnabar. Its alloys with other metals are called amalgams.  Although it sometimes occurs as a free metal, it is usually a dense, mobile liquid with a low melting point.  FTP, name this substance whose compounds were used up to the mid-20th century to cure syphilis, which possesses an atomic number of 80 and whose symbol is Hg?


A.  mercury 

3)  This song describes the wanderings of a nameless character in the drug trade who finds the Main Streets of Chicago, New York and Detroit depressingly familiar. Alternative versions of this hippy anthem have a female character "Living on valium, ginseng and Contra cocaine", but all contain the line "What a long strange trip it's been."  FTP,  name this  song, for years a mainstay of the Grateful Dead's concert performances.


A.  “Truckin’”

4)   “The tip of the tongue taking a trip of three steps” taps out her name.  Annabel had died of typhus four months after the narrator’s childhood romance with her. Enter Charlotte Haze and her 12 year old daughter.  FTP, name this lass whose name is the title of the Nabokov novel in which the lecherous Humbert Humbert  seduces her.


A.  Lolita

5)  This geographical formation’s features include the great horst of Ruwenzori, the Dead Sea, and lakes Rudolf and Tanganyika.  It formed in the Pleistocene Epoch when the African continental shield was compressed, and it extends from the mouth of the Zambezi River northward through East Africa to the Red Sea.  FTP, name this succession of  valleys, an enormous depression that accounts for more than 3,000 miles of the earth's circumference. 


A. Great Rift Valley (accept “ East African Rift”  Valley)

6)  He eats and drinks, loses his temper, delights in his own mischief, and plays favorites. By the time he leads a crazed and suffering rabblement through a wilderness he has become insane and dangerous, his caprices culminating in a motiveless attempt to murder Moses.  The exact pronunciation of his name was lost because it was rarely enunciated, but Adonai usually sufficed. FTP, what Hebrew desert deity’s name is frequently translated as "He who is", and traditionally rendered as Jehovah in English Bibles?


A.  Yahweh (prompt on “Jehovah” or “God”)

7)  While an undergraduate student in Munich, he wrote a comprehensive article on the theory of relativity that became the classic treatment of the subject. In 1924 he proposed a new quantum number (related to spin) for electrons, and in 1931, he predicted that conservation laws demanded the existence of the neutrino.  FTP, identify this Austrian theoretical physicist, winner of a 1945 Nobel Prize, whose namesake

principle states that no two electrons in an atom can have the same four quantum numbers.


A.  Wolfgang Pauli
8)  This painter, a relative unknown until W. Thore-Burger "discovered" him in 1866, was a slow worker who produced no more than 40 small canvasses before his death at age 43 in 1675. His famous works like “Girl with a Pearl Earring” often depict figures within carefully composed interior spaces.   FTP,  who was  this supreme exponent of light and shade in Dutch interior painting, who composed “View of Delft.”


A.  Jan Vermeer
9)  Radio telescope data indicates that this body  possesses a solid surface, although infrared images taken in 1999 by the Keck 2 telescope revealed frigid hydrocarbon seas and lakes.  Discovered in 1655 by Christian Huygens, its reddish-color quite possibly  results from organic molecules, but its totally  obscured surface is much too cold to support life. FTP, name the only moon in our solar system that is known to possess an atmosphere, our solar system’s second-largest satellite.


A.  Titan

10)  This “conspiracy in restraint of trade” was ironically broken by the use of the Sherman Antitrust Act.  Attorney General Richard Olney secured an injunction whose violation secured  Eugene V. Debs jail time, and President Cleveland secured the wrath of labor by sending federal troops to Chicago under the pretext of securing the mails.  FTP, a wage cut of 40% and exorbitant rents caused what 1894 strike, whose chief target was the plush railway cars of a famous company?


A.  Pullman strike

11)  The mummified head of Ramses the Fifth suggests that he died  from this disease, called “venom  from the mother’s breast” in ancient China. It also claimed Czar Peter the Second, and 1977 saw the last natural transmission of the Variola virus occur in Somalia.  FTP, inhaling flakes from pus-filled skin lesions spreads what scarring scourge of seventeenth century Europe?


A.  smallpox

12)  He designed Chandigarh, a new capital for India’s Punjab region, which was appropriate because of the emphasis most of his works placed upon low-tech building methods for mass housing built by cheap, Third World labor.  His design for the Notre-Dame-du-Haut chapel at Ronchamp, with its sweeping curves and roughly textured concrete, displays an abandonment of modernist purity thirty years before “post-modernism” came into vogue. FTP, people around the world devolving in vandalized blocks of box-like high rises can thank what Swiss-French architect?


A.  Le Corbusier (acc. Charles Edouard Jeanneret)

 13)  The word was coined by Ernst Haeckel, and the subject is sometimes called scientific natural history. Experts may focus on limnology, or study autotrophs and heterotrophs,but they will certainly classify organisms according to their adaptation to, and function within a biological system.  FTP, give the term for the scientific study of the interrelationships of plants, animals, and the environment.


A.  ecology

14)  The church of Satan's founder Anton LaVey bestowed  the title of Reverend upon this graduate of Canton Ohio’s Heritage Christian School. "Coma White" raised a furor with its reenactment of  the traumatic events of November 22, 1963, and although Brian Warner has never had a top 10 hit, the subject of the "Long Hard Road Out of Hell"  scored with a cover of a Eurythmics song.  FTP, prove that you are one of the "Beautiful People" and name this creepy alternative rocker.


A.  Marilyn Manson
15)  This novel's orange-haired hero is “self-sufficient, self-confident, the end of ends, the reason unto himself, the joy of living personified.” His reconciliation with  Dominique gives Gail Wynand a moral issue that he uses to boost circulation of his New York Banner. The book begins as one man is expelled from Stanton and another graduates and begins his career with the firm of  Francon & Heyer. FTP,  Howard Roark dynamites a project as it is being completed and  is found not guilty in court in what massive Ayn Rand potboiler?


A.  The Fountainhead
16)  Oral preparations of this drug known to the ancients include a diluted tincture combined with camphor called paregoric, and a deodorized tincture called laudanum.  Its 1803 refinement into a common pain reliever marks the beginning of the modern era of medical drugs.  FTP,  name this dark, gummy solid which can be refined into morphine and whose lucrative trade sparked conflicts between the British and the Chinese?


A.  opium

17)  W. H. Auden wondered what “huge imago” affected this man  in the poem, “September 1, 1939.”   The theory that he was a coprophile was floated in a  psychobiography of him titled The Psychopathic God, but Allan Bullock’s A Study in Tyranny is considered more reliable, if a dryer read. FTP, identify this man, bosom buddy of Rudolf Hess and the author of the two-volume best-seller Mein Kampf.


A.  Adolf Hitler 

18)  This problem is resolved by the big bang theory, which puts forth that the Universe is non-uniform, dynamic, and (probably) finite. If the Universe is infinite, uniform, and unchanging, the further you looked out into space, the more stars there would be, and the entire sky at night would be about as bright as the Sun. FTP, identify this paradox named for a German astronomer.


A.  Olbers’ Paradox
19)  Born in London, she gave her first Royal Command performance at age 3, when she danced with her ballet class for King George V in 1935 . As an actress, her work has run the gamut from sublime, like A Place in the Sun and Giant, to The Flintstones. But despite her the two Oscars for Butterfield 8 and Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, America’s longest-reigning glamour queen is really famous for being famous.  FTP, name violet-eyed celebrity, who has married eight times (at last count) and is the loyal friend of Michael Jackson.


A.  Elizabeth Taylor
20)  These ‘kreoboroi”, or “eaters of flesh” crushed the Atlanteans and occupied Gorgon and the greater part of Libya under their leader Myrine.  Following the abduction of Antiope, they invaded Attica, but their most notable military operation occurred when they rallied to the defense of Troy under their warrior queen Penthesileia.  FTP, name these practitioners of infanticide who ‘moved all strength into shoulder and arm” by burning away a breast .


A.  Amazons

21)  This novel contains a storm scene that its author regarded as his best writing, in  which Ham dies heroically.   "Barkis was willin" to marry a plump, plain servant, and James Steerforth runs off with Emily.  The main character lives with an ineffectual but idealistic couple whom are always expecting  something to turn up, but often have to pawn the silver. FTP, frail Dora expires and the manipulative  Uriah Heep is exposed as a rogue in what autobiographical novel by Charles Dickens?


A.  David Copperfield
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1)  Identify the science terms from brief descriptions FTP each.

 (A)  This protein, used by all vertebrates for oxygen transport, gives red blood cells their colour.


A.  hemoglobin
 (B)  This fatty, insulating layer surrounds neurons and acts to speed up nerve impulses.


A.  myelin sheath
 (C)  These covalent compounds are formed by the reaction between alcohols and acids, with water eliminated.


A.  esters
2)  Identify the ancient battles from a brief description FTP each.

(A) In this 31 BC naval battle off north-western Greece, Agrippa defeated the joint forces of Cleopatra and Antony.


A.  Actium
(B) Heavily-armored Greeks under Militades slaughtered Persian archers led by Datis in 490 BC.


A.  Marathon 

(C)  In two successive engagements, forces of the Second Triumvirate overwhelmed Caesar’s assassins.


A.  Phillipi
3)  Given brief  clues, supply the term from the deep world of religion FTP each. 

(A) The term for the enforced immolation of an Indian widow on her husband’s funeral pyre.


A.  Suttee
(B) The technical word for the gibberish known as 'speaking in tongues'.


A.  glossolalia
(C) This term, the center of Jainism’s belief-system, means “consideration for all things”  or simply “non-injury”


A.  Ahimsa
4)  Identify the person from clues on a 30-20-10 point basis.

(30 points) A fifty-ton equestrian statue he was scheduled to build, dedicated to the father of a patron, was never built.

(20 points)  He was born in Anchiano to the peasant wench Caterina, and was the apprentice of Verrochio; one of his early works is “Virgin and Child with St. Anne.”

(10 points)  He developed plans for a helicopter-like flying machine.


A.  Leonardo da Vinci

5)  Identify the poems from a brief passage FTP each.

(A)  “Five years have past; five summers,  

with the length of five long winters!


A. “Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey”

(B)  "Out flew the web and floated wide; 
The mirror crack'd from side to side; 
"The curse is come upon me," cried 

A.  “The Lady of Shallott”
(C )  ‘Gather ye rosebuds while ye may,

Old Time is still a-flying”


A.  “To the Virgins” (“To Make Much of Time”)

6)  Supply the following science terms from brief definitions FTP each.

(A)  These positively charged, high-energy particles, products of the decay of radium and thorium, are identical to the nucleus of a helium atom.


A.  alpha particles

This SI unit is the current of one amp carried for one second.


A.  coulomb
This fluid, which exudes from capillaries, acts as a filter, especially for infected debris or cancer cells.


A.  lymph
7)  Answer the following questions about women from the Old Testament .

FTP, what was the name of Moses' older sister, who watched his  tiny ark?


A.  Miriam
Give the names of Jacob's two wives FFP each.


A.  Rachel and Leah
Who was the daughter of Jethro whom Moses married?


A.  Zipporah


8)  Answer the following questions about the history of Terrorism FTP each. 

(A )  This Jewish order  committed random murders in busy crowds, aiming to silence Jewish moderates and begin an uprising against Rome. 


A.  Zealots
(B)  The Irgun, a Jewish revolutionary group of the 1940s, bombed this Jerusalem Hotel, named for a Biblical patriarch, that housed the British colonial government.


A.  King David
(C)  Terrorists killed wheelchair bound American Jewish passenger Leon Klinghoffer after they hijacked this cruise ship in the Mediterranean.


A.  Achille Lauro
9)  Identify the cinematic bad guys from a brief description FTP each,  5 if you need the actor & film.

(A)  10 points: This crazed super-criminal is revived from suspended

animation and threatens the politically correct society of 2032.

       5 points  Wesley Snipes in Demolition Man


A. Simon Phoenix (acc. either “Simon” or “Phoenix”)

(B)  10 Points: This renegade stealth bomber pilot hijacks nuclear warheads and blackmails the U.S. government.

       5 points: John Travolta,  Broken Arrow


A.  Vic Deacons  (acc. either name)

(C)  10 points:  This computer-generated police training villain composed of 180 different serial killers escapes.

        5 points Russell Crowe,  Virtuosity


A.  Sid 6.7  (acc. either “Sid” or “6.7”

10)  Answer the following questions about the American West.

(A) FFP each, name the two railroad lines which united in 1869 at Promontory Point, Utah.



A.  Union Pacific and Central Pacific
(B) FTP, name the seminal essay by Frederick Jackson Turner that pointed out the importance of the West.



A.  “The Significance of the Frontier in American History”


( C )  FTP,  what 1887 act divided reservations into 160-acre farms, and promised “good” Indians American citizenship?



A.  Dawes Act

11)  Supply the following musical terms from brief definitions FTP each.

(A) This Italian word describes choral music without instrumental accompaniment.



A.  a capella
      (B )  These short, characteristic musical patterns symbolize people and ideas, and were immortalized in Wagner’s compositions.



A.  leitmotifs 

      (C )   This polyphonic form invented in the 13th century consists of three or four-voice compositions built on a previously selected melody called a “tenor”.



A.  motet
12)  Given a quote, ID the speaker for ten; if you need another clue you’ll get five.

(A)  (10 points) “For that which I do I allow not; for what I would, that I do not; but what I hate, I do”

       (5 points)     He had a vision of Christ on the road to Damascus.



A.  St. Paul (acc. Saul of Tarsus)

(B)  (10 points)   “The last Christian died on the cross”

       (5 points)     He wrote “The Gay Science”



A.  Friedrich Nietzsche
(C) (10 points) “If I could find a white man who had the Negro sound

and the Negro feel, I could make a billion dollars”.

       (5 points)   He was the founder of Sun Records.



A.  Sam Phillips   (do NOT accept Colonel  Tom Parker )

 13)  Identify the following science terms FTP each.

(A) This term describes trees and shrubs that shed their leaves before the onset of winter or a dry season.


A.  deciduous
 (B)  This substance is the main protein of milk and main component of

cheese.


A.  casein
(C)  These unsaturated compounds are characterized by one or more double bonds between adjacent carbon atoms.  Ethene and propene are examples.


A.  alkenes
14)  Identify the author from clues on a 30-20-10 point basis.

(30)  He reduced the size of the chorus at the City Dionysia but, by adding a second actor, greatly increasing the potential for drama.  

(20)  His tombstone mentions his prominent role in fighting the ‘long-haired’ Persians, but is mum on his literary achievements.  

(10)  He created  larger-than-life plays like The Choephori, Prometheus Bound, and The Persians.


A.  Aeschylus
15)  Identify the country from clues on a 30-20-10 point basis.

(30)  In 1893 the British drew the Durand Line between India and this nation, after waging inconclusive wars against it in 1839 and 1878. 

(20)  This nation's de facto leader since 1996 has been the Emir al Momineen, Omar

(10)  Its valiant "mujadeen" fought the Soviet Union to a standstill near Kabul in the early 1980.


A.  Afghanistan
16)  Identify the scientist from clues on a 30-20-10 point basis.

(30)  He invented a calculating instrument called a sector, and showed that the forces affecting the flight of a bullet are mathematically measurable.

(20)  By timing the rolling of round leaden balls down an inclined plane, he developed theories concerning the relationship between speed, time, and distance.

(10)  He may have whispered “E pur si muove” at his public confession.


A.  Galileo Galilei

17)  Identify the Biblical figure from clues on a 30-20-10 point basis.

(30)  His headless body was suspended from the walls of Bethshan, while his skull went to the temple of Dagon at Ashdod.  
(20)  He fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid” because of a prophecy, and "took a sword and fell upon it."after a military disaster.

(10)  This son of Kish, the first king of the Jewish nation, was rebuked by Samuel.


A.  Saul
18)  Answer the following questions about labor and trade agreements for fifteen points each.

(A) Under the terms of these agreements workers seeking employment are required to state that they are not members of unions, and won’t join one.



A.  Yellow Dog 

(B)  This 1935 act prohibited employers in interstate commerce from committing unfair labor practices relating to collective bargaining.



A.  Wagner Act (acc. National Labor Relations Act)

19)  Identify these British Monarchs for  the stated number of points.

(5 points)  This ‘wisest fool in Christendom’ was perhaps overly fond of favorites like Robert Dudley.


A.  James I
(5 points)  What name did all  kings of the Lancaster dynasty share?


A.  Henry
(10 points)  Which king violated the Provisions of Oxford?


A.  Henry III
(10 points)  Which king preceded Victoria to the crown?


A.  William IV
20)  Answer the following about Canadian history FTPE.

(A) Give the name of the Eskimo tribe that made up a large percentage of its original inhabitants.


A.  Inuit
(B)  Who was, briefly,  Canada’s first female Prime Minister?


A.  Kim Campbell
(C) Give the name of the vast tract of land purchased from the Hudson Bay Company which was carved into three teritories?


A.  Rupert’s Land
