SNEWT VI

Questions by Jonah Volk and Ben Schak

Tossups:

History:

1.  Born into the Matsudaira clan, at the age of four he was sent as a hostage to the Imagawa clan.  When the Imagawa clan was defeated by Oda Nobunaga, he took over the Matsudaira clan and allied himself with Nobunaga.  He then expanded his holdings and, on Nobunaga’s death, allied himself with Nobunaga’s successor, Toyotomi Hideyoshi.  By using some alliances and breaking others, he was able to gain more power, until 1600, when he defeated his rivals at the battle of Sekigahara and became shogun.  FTP, name this unifier of Japan and namesake of a dynasty that lasted 250 years.

Answer: Tokugawa Ieyasu (accept either name)

2.  It can be proved easily using Liouville's Theorem or also from Rouche's Theorem from complex analysis.  Although Argand produced the first rigorous proof for real coefficients, Gauss produced three proofs during his lifetime, of which two are rigorous, and produced the first rigorous proof for complex coefficients.  FTP, name this theorem, which states that all polynomials have a complex root.

Fundamental Theorem of Algebra

3.  In contrast to the Augustinian and Averroan beliefs that faith and knowledge were irreconcilable, this thinker tried to show that the two were complementary.  His works were so dominant that even in 1879, centuries after his death, the pope recommended that his works be the basis for Catholic education.  A student of Albertus Magnus, he is the most important figure in Scholastic Philosophy.  In one of his best known works, he actually sets out to prove the existence of God through reasoning, rather than faith.  FTP, name this philosopher and saint, author of Summa Theologica.

Answer: St. Thomas Aquinas
4.  This author, German by birth, moved to Switzerland during World War I.  His works, often focusing on characters’ search for themselves in a world of changing values, won him the Nobel Prize in 1946.  His early works, including Peter Camenzind and Beneath the Wheel, soon gave way to works exploring the mind and spirituality, especially influenced by the works of Carl Jung.  This influence can be seen most in the novel Demian.  FTP, name this author of The Glass Bead Game, Siddhartha, and Steppenwolf.

Answer: Hermann Hesse
5.  After working as an economist with several federal agencies in Washington, he got a job at the University of Chicago.  He is an exponent of the theory that the Federal Reserve System can promote economic stability by gradually increasing the money supply, rather than making any sudden changes.  His books include Capitalism and Freedom and Dollars and Deficits, and he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Economics in 1976 for “his achievements in the fields of consumption analysis, monetary history and theory, and for his demonstration of the complexity of stabilization policy.”  FTP, name this economist, who has promoted the theory that free market forces are preferable to governmental intervention.

Answer: Milton Friedman
6.  During this early part of this man’s reign, he made some territorial expansions, obtaining Galicia and the Bukovina, but was thwarted in his attempt to take Lower Bavaria from Prussia.  Once he became the sole ruler, he turned to interior problems, especially religious ones, as he granted tolerance to Protestants and Jews, and reduced the power of the Catholic Church in the Austrian Empire.  Furthermore, he created a new law code, and attempted to Germanify his Hungarian and Slavic subjects.  FTP, name this Habsburg Emperor, son of Maria Theresa, who freed the serfs of the Austrian Empire.

Answer: Joseph II
7.  Drafted by his hometown team after attending the University of Cincinnati, he managed to compile a career record of 165-87, which was good, but he had fewer wins than most Hall of Famers, mainly due to a career shortened by injuries.  He made up for it, however, through his dominant pitching, with a career ERA of 2.76, and 2396 strikeouts, including 382 in one season, a record at the time.  In addition, he won the Cy Young in 1963, 65, and 66, the MVP in 1963, and he pitched four no-hitters, also a record at the time.  FTP, name this Brooklyn Dodger, famous for refusing to pitch the first game of the World Series on Yom Kippur.

Answer: Sanford “Sandy” Koufax
8.  This constant is greater than 1 for many substances, including paper, mica, and glass, and is about 70 for water.  It is the electric measurement analogous to relative magnetic permeability.  A dimensionless constant, it is directly proportional to the extent to which a substance concentrates magnetic flux.  FTP, what is this constant, the ratio of a substance's permittivity to the permittivity of free space?

dielectric constant

9.  Born in New York city, she was educated at Vassar and Columbia.  In 1923 she joined the faculty of Columbia, and she did her most notable field work over the next 15 years.  During World War II, she was granted leave from Columbia to work with the Bureau of Overseas Intelligence of the Office of War Information.  After the war, a series of studies in Japan led to her work The Chrysanthemum and the Sword: Patterns of Japanese Culture.  Her earlier work, often focusing on ethnology, includes Patterns of Culture and Zuni Mythology.  FTP, name this cultural anthropologist who did extensive studies of Native American culture.

Answer: Ruth Benedict
10.  Rejected from service during World War II, this ultra-nationalist found himself disappointed with his nation’s perceived weakness after the war.  He later formed the Shield Society, an organization devoted to physical fitness and practicing military drills, but initially he turned to writing; some of his novels include The Sailor Who Fell From Grace with the Sea and The Temple of the Golden Pavilion.  In 1970, having just completed the final part of his novel cycle The Sea of Fertility, this author committed ritual suicide at an army base.  FTP, name this prominent Japanese author, writer of Confessions of a Mask.

Answer: Yukio Mishima or Mishima Yukio

11.  Originally from France, he trained to be a priest, but was convinced by his father to study law instead of theology at the University of Paris.  He befriended Nicholas Cop, the rector of the University, but this association caused him trouble when Cop announced his allegiance to Martin Luther in 1535.  It was also around this time that he had a personal religious experience.  Forced to flee, he traveled around Europe over the next few years, and began to write his Institutes of Christian Faith.  Eventually he settled in Geneva, which soon became a stronghold devoted to his branch of Christianity.  FTP, name this major figure of the Protestant Reformation.

Answer: John Calvin or Jean Cauvin
12.  Tucked into the Oscuro Mountains, this place was about 5000 yards from the MacDonald ranch house, 10 miles away from the base camp, and 15 miles away from US Route 380.  It was accessible by Pennsylvania Avenue and the Vatican and North Shelter Roads, but today is open only twice a year for tourists, who must not touch its eponymous green glassy substance.  FTP, name this site in the White Sands Missile Range of New Mexico.

Trinity Site

13.  The main character lives at 124 Bluestone Road in Cincinnati with her daughter Denver.  The book begins when Paul D, an old friend of the main character comes to visit.  His arrival causes the main character to reminisce about her past, and consequently the book splits into telling stories both in the past and the present.  In the past, the book tells of the main character, Sethe, and her life as a slave.  In the present, Sethe and Denver are visited by a strange girl, the title character of the novel, who may be the ghost of one of Sethe’s daughters, whom she killed to prevent her being taken into slavery.  FTP, name this novel by Toni Morrison.

Answer: Beloved
14.  Born in a log cabin in North Carolina, his mother was a descendent of the founder of the Presbyterian Church.  After attending the University of North Carolina, he entered law, but was soon drawn into politics.  While running for the state Assembly, he was referred to as the “Napoleon of the stump,” due to his height.  Adopting a Jeffersonian Democrat position, he was soon elected to the US Congress.  A supporter of Andrew Jackson, he constantly pushed for territorial expansion, which he continued to do as US President.  FTP, name this man, the 11th president, who greatly expanded America’s borders, especially through the Mexican War.

Answer: James Knox Polk
15.  [Note to moderator: I have no idea how to pronounce any of this.  Your guess is as good as mine.]  This band’s first album, Von, was released in 1997, and the follow-up, containing remixes of the songs on Von, was released a year later.  They were brought to mainstream attention in Europe by Radiohead, who invited them to be an opening act on Radiohead’s European tour. Bandmembers include the bassist Georg Holm, and the lead singer/guitarist Jon Thor Birgisson, who creates unique melodies by playing an electric guitar with a bow.  FTP, name this Icelandic band, whose Agaetis Byrjun was recently released in the US.

Answer: Sigur Ros
16.  Spearmint oil and oil of jasmine are both examples of this chemical type.  In the presence of Grignard reagents, a magnesium alkoxide is formed.  The simplest one is produced by the Wacker Oxidation of propene, and other can be produced using Jones reagents.  The simplest one is also an important ingredient of nail polish remover.  FTP, name these chemicals which have a carbonyl group attached to two other carbons.

ketones or alkanones

17.  This writer has experimented with a number of different styles during his life.  Originally planning to write a series of historical novels, he abandoned that plan after World War II to write novels about the current state of his country, including the novel Children of Gebelawi and the trilogy he is best known for.  Later experimenting with stream-of-consciousness style, but never shied away from controversy, as he was stabbed in 1994 by an assailant who objected to the portrayal of Islam in his books.  Winning the Nobel Prize in 1988, he was the first Arab to do so.  FTP, name this Egyptian author of The Cairo Trilogy.

Answer: Naguib Mahfouz
18.  Named after a Trojan boy, this moon has an iron core, water mantle, and ice crust.  Galileo the person discovered it, Galileo the probe recently recorded data on its craters and tectonic activity, and found a magnetic field, and the Hubble Telescope has found oxygen and aurorae on it.  FTP, name this satellite of Jupiter, the largest in the solar system.

Ganymede

19.  Born in Belgium in 1898, this painter had his first exhibition in 1927.  His works often contain bizarre images that seem normal at first glance or place normal images in bizarre situations, leading some to classify his work as magical realism.  This effect can be seen in paintings such as Empire of Light and Son of Man.  His works include many recurring elements, such as apples, trains, clouds, and men in bowler hats.  FTP, name this Belgian surrealist who noted in one painting, “Ceci n’est pas une pipe.” [Pron: seh-see nay paz oon peep]

Answer: Rene Magritte
20.  In this battle, which was to be the first major conflict of a war, the French forces consisted, in part, of 12,000 mounted troops and 6000 Genoese crossbowmen.  In addition, they had over 20,000 foot soldiers and a unit of cavalry under the leadership of King John of Bohemia.  Over the course of the day, the French troops made 16 distinct charges, but 1500 knights were killed while inflicting minimal casualties.  This was due largely to the French, under King Philip VI, underestimating the British archers.  FTP, name this first major battle of the Hundred Years War, in which the British, under Edward III, defeated the French.

Answer: Crecy
21.  Educated at Johns Hopkins and Harvard, after college he was hired as a trader by Salomon Brothers, a Wall Street firm.  He quickly rose through the ranks, becoming a partner by 1972.  However, after the company was purchased, he was fired, leading him to start his own company.  His company, which used computer technology to catalog financial information, quickly became a success, and he used the money he got from it to start up another new company, this one being a financial news service.  Having made billions through his companies, he recently decided to enter politics.  FTP, name this man who just won the Republican primary for New York City mayor.

Answer: Michael Bloomberg 

Bonuses:

1.  Identify these American novelists from works on a 10-5 basis.

10. Mason and Dixon, Vineland
5. Gravity’s Rainbow, The Crying of Lot 49
Thomas Pynchon
10. The Diamond Age, Zodiac
5. Cryptonomicon, Snow Crash
Neal Stephenson

10. Libra, Mao II

5. Underworld, White Noise
Don DeLillo
2.  Given a Beethoven symphony, give its number, FTPE.

a. Pastoral

6th
b. Eroica

3rd
c. Choral

9th
3.  FTPE, name the colloid from description:

a) This is a suspension of solid in a liquid.  Ink and muddy water are examples.

sol
b) This suspension of liquid in a solid is more solid than a sol.  Certain cheeses are an example.

gel
c) This is a suspension of a gas in a liquid.  Shaving cream and beaten egg whites are examples.

foam

4.  Given the first post-independence ruler of an African nation, name the nation, 5-10-15.

5. Patrice Lumumba

Democratic Republic of the Congo (prompt on Zaire)

10. Kwame Nkrumah

Ghana

15. Sekou Toure

Guinea
5.  Identify these philosophers who wrote the following works, FTPE.

a. Being and Time

Martin Heidegger
b. Time and Free Will

Henri Bergson
c. The World as Will and Idea

Arthur Schopenhauer
6.  Identify these modern painters from descriptions FTPE.

a. This Dutch painter’s works, generally classified as Abstract Expressionist, are characterized by slashing brushstrokes, often of female figures.  His works include Easter Monday, Attic, and Marilyn Monroe.

Willem de Kooning
b. This Dutch painter’s best-known works consist of black lines with colors interspersed throughout.  His paintings include Broadway Boogie-Woogie and Composition with Red, Yellow, and Blue.

Piet Mondrian
c. The American painter developed a technique involving dripping paint onto a canvas.  His works include Autumn Rhythm, and Portrait and a Dream. 

Jackson Pollock
7.  Identify these leaders of the French Revolution of 1789, 5-10-15.

5 - This lawyer was the leader of the Jacobins, and led the Committee of Public Safety after a republic was proclaimed.  His execution by guillotine in 1794 marked the beginning of the end for the Reign of Terror.

Maximilien Robespierre
10 - This radical lawyer emerged as an early leader of the Revolution, but lost much of his power to Robespierre after several diplomatic failures.  In early 1794, he was guillotined for attempting to end the Reign of Terror.

Georges Jacques Danton
15 - This journalist became a leader of the sans-cullottes and headed the radical Cordelier Club, a branch of the Jacobins.  He was executed in early 1794 for being too radical.

Jacques Rene Hebert
8.  FTPE, give the operating systems term.

a) In a multitasking operating system, this is a scheduling algorithm which revokes processor rights for CPU-bound processes that use up their time-slice.

preemptive
b) This is the term for RAM data temporarily moved to a hard drive to allow a running process more memory.

swapped (accept virtual memory or swap file)

c) These structures allow a single process to have concurrent streams of execution; a web server, for example, can have multiple streams to serve documents to many people.

threads (accept light-weight processes)

9. Name the economist from works, 30-20-10.

30. Ambassador’s Journal: A Personal Account of the Kennedy Years, The Great Crash:1929

20. The New Industrial State, American Capitalism

10. The Affluent Society

John Kenneth Galbraith 
10.  Given a British monarch, name the monarchs who ruled both before and after him or her, F5PE.

a. James I

Elizabeth I and Charles I

b. William and Mary

James II and Anne
c. Henry IV

Richard II and Henry V
11.  Some people like to claim that all heist movies are alike.  Prove them wrong by identifying these classics of the genre.

a. Tony Stephanois, played by Jean Servais, having just been released from prison, decides to join a gang, including Jo and Mario, in robbing a jewelry store by drilling through the ceiling.  They almost get away with it.  Directed by Jules Dassin.

Rififi or Du Rififi Chez les Hommes
b. Charlie Croker, played by Michael Caine, having just been released from prison, decides to join a gang, including Camp Freddie and Arthur, in robbing a shipment of gold in Turin by causing a traffic jam.  They almost get away with it.  Directed by Peter Collinson.

The Italian Job
c. Mr. Blonde, played by Michael Madsen, having just been released from prison, decides to join a gang, including Mr. Pink and Mr. White, in robbing a jewelry store by busting in with guns.  They don’t get away with it.  Directed by Quentin Tarantino.

Reservoir Dogs

12.  Identify the author from works, 30-20-10.

30. Invitation to a Beheading, The Real Life of Sebastian Knight

20. Pale Fire, Pnin

10. Lolita

Vladimir Nabokov

Science:

13.  FTPE, name these waterways of New York.

a) This river flows between the Hudson and East Rivers, dividing two boroughs of New York City.

Harlem River

b) Name either river that separates Staten Island from New Jersey.

Kill Van Kull or Arthur Kill

c) Starting in Cohoes (pron: CO-hoze), this waterway has a 10 mph speed limit and is currently used mostly for pleasure boats.

Erie Canal

14.  Identify the foreign directors given films on a 10-5 basis.

10 - Dersu Uzala, The Hidden Fortress

5 - Seven Samurai, Rashomon

Akira Kurosawa
10 - And the Ship Sails On, Amarcord

5 - 8 ½, La Dolce Vita

Federico Fellini
10 -  Small Change, The Last Metro

5 - The 400 Blows, Fahrenheit 451

Francois Truffaut
15.  Identify the Norse gods from descriptions, FTPE.

a. This was the god of fruitfulness and peace and the bestower of sunlight and rain.  He owned Skidbladnir, a boat that folded up.

Frey

b. This god of light and joy was killed by a dart of mistletoe thrown by his brother.

Balder

c. This blind god was Balder’s brother who threw the mistletoe dart at the urging of Loki.

Hod or Hoder
16.  Identify these things related to the Ottoman Empire, FTPE.

a. Much of the Ottoman Empire’s territory in the Balkans was gained after defeating the Serbs at this 1389 battle.

Battle of Kosovo or Field of Blackbirds
b. This was the term for non-Muslims who were captured at an early age and who became members of the sultan’s elite military infantry.

janissary

c. At the height of their power, the Ottoman forces reached this city in 1683, before being defeated by the Habsburgs.

Vienna

17. FTPE, name these conjectures from number theory.

a) Every even integer is the sum of at most two primes.

Goldbach Conjecture

b) There is an infinite number of primes p, such that p+2 is also prime.

Twin Primes Conjecture

c) For any x and y, there are at least as many primes between 0 and y as there are between x and x+y.

Hardy-Littlewood Convexity Conjecture (Note: This conjecture is likely false.)

18.  Given current relief pitchers for a baseball team, name the team, FTPE.  All answers are as of the end of the 2001 regular season.

a. Byung-Hyun Kim, Bret Prinz, Greg Swindell

Arizona Diamondbacks (accept either)

b. Ricardo Rincon, Bob Wickman, John Rocker

Cleveland Indians (accept either)

c. Arthur Rhodes, Kazuhiro Sasaki, Jeff Nelson

Seattle Mariners (accept either)

19.  Given a major literary award and an author, give the book by that author that won that award in 2000, FTPE.

a. Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, Michael Chabon

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay
b. Booker Prize, Margaret Atwood

The Blind Assassin
c. National Book Award for Fiction, Susan Sontag

In America

20.  Given a senator, give the state the senator is from F5P, and give that state’s other senator, F5P.

a. Susan Collins

Maine, Olympia Snowe
b. Rick Santorum

Pennsylvania, Arlen Specter
c. Mike DeWine

Ohio, George Voinovich

21.  Give the country given that country’s patron saint, FTPE  Note, some might have multiple possible answers, you only need to give one.

a. St. Andrew

Russia or Greece or Scotland
b. St. Martin

France

c. St. Olaf

Norway

