
Valencia Fall Invitational 2000


Round 1


Questions mostly by Chris Borglum with some help from Raj Dhuwalia

1) Those of superoxides, which are formed in the body during normal metabolic processes, have a damaging effect on cells and tissues.  They are formed when a bond is broken without forming ions, resulting in an extremely reactive atomic structure.  FTP what name is given to atoms which have an unpaired valence electron?

A.  free radical

2) He first appeared in the movies in 1946 in an adaptation of a Hemingway short story.  In the early part of his career he alternated between adventure pics like The Crimson Pirate and Apache and more serious film noir like Criss Cross and The Sweet Smell of Success.  In his later life he made a comeback in critically praised films like Atlantic City and Local Hero.  FTP name this actor who starred as The Birdman from Alcatraz and won an Oscar for his work in Elmer Gantry.

A.  Burt Lancaster
3) Following their defeat near the river Alma in the fall of 1854, Russian forces retreated to Sevastopol, which was besieged by British, French, and Turkish troops.  The Russians then moved onto a nearby plain, where on October 25 they were met by British calvary.  Though the battle was inconclusive, the Russians did hold the Vorontsov Heights, cutting the supply road for the allied forces.  FTP name this battle of the Crimean War, notorious for the “charge of the light brigade.”

A.  Balaklava (do not accept “Crimean War”; ask for more info. on “Charge of the Light 

      Brigade”)

4) The ceremonies of this religion are designed to appeal to Kami, or the powers of nature, and consist of abstinence, offerings, prayer, and purification.  It has no written set of beliefs, and much of its practice is based on age-old folk beliefs, such as in animal possession and near-worship of natural topographic features.  It reached its height in the 8th century when the Yamato clan used it to legitimize its rule.  FTP name this indigenous religion of Japan.

A.  Shinto

5) Unique among mammals, males of this species have a sharp, venom-secreting spur on each ankle, probably used to compete with other males for mates.  Weighing between 1.5 and 6 pounds as adults, they use oral grinding pads rather than teeth to eat their prey, which includes crayfish and aquatic insects.  The expansion of the city of Melbourne has greatly reduced the population of, FTP, what unique, aquatic, egg-laying mammal?

A.  duck-billed platypus
6) It concerns a journalist named Jack Burden, who is asked by an old friend to investigate a Judge who stands in his way.  The friend, Willie Stark, is the demagogic governor of a southern state patterned on real-life Louisiana Governor Huey Long.  FTP name this Pultizer Prize-winning novel by Robert Penn Warren.

A.  All the King’s Men

7) The world’s 18th largest island, it has been inhabited for just over 1,100 years.  It’s kept warm by the tremendous volcanic action below, giving it many geysers and warm springs.  It also features the world’s oldest parliament, the Althing.  FTP name this island nation with capital at Reykjavik.

A.  Iceland

8) It was first performed on a rainy summer evening at the Maverick Theater in Woodstock, New York.  It was provisionally titled “Four Pieces,” as it was a grouping of four similar-sounding timed compositions inspired by the all-white paintings of the composer’s friend Robert Rauschenberg.  One spectator described it as the most intense listening experience he had ever known, while another stood as the performer left the stage and shouted, “Good people of Woodstock, let’s throw these modern artists out of town!”  FTP name this John Cage work known more commonly by its total running time.

A.  4'33" 


9) This important compound was first described around 1300 by an alchemist known as “the false Geber.”  A strong acid, it is currently manufactured by the “lead chamber” and “contact” processes, and its concentrated form was once known as “oil of vitriol.”  Unfortunately, it is also a chief component of acid rain, produced by the burning of coal with high sulfur content.  FTP, name this strong acid.

A. Sulfuric Acid or H2SO4

10) In the early 1870s this son of a Lutheran pastor quit his job to evangelize among Belgian mine workers.  He was painting full time again by the end of the decade though, creating vividly colored works like “The Yellow Chair” and “The Night Cafe.”  FTP name this painter of Cornfield with Crows and Self Portrait with Bandaged Ear.

A.  Vincent Van Gogh        

11)The son of Philippis, he is thought to have written 40 plays, of which 11 are extant.  Much of his work is influenced by the Peloponnesian War, like The Acharnians and The Knight, or by political themes, as The Wasps.  FTP name this satiric dramatist who joined these themes in his best known work, Lysistrata.

A.  Aristophanes

12) The name’s the same:  one led the “patriotic” Whigs and became Secretary of State in 1756, but was compelled to resign in 1761 when his cabinet refused to declare war on Spain.  His son was Prime Minister from 1783 to 1801 and again from 1804 to 1806, negotiating two coalitions against France.  FTP name these British statesmen known as the “Elder” and “Younger”, namesakes of a western Pennsylvania steel city.

A.  William Pitt (need full name)

13) They can have four types of propositions, labeled A, I, E, and O by philosophers.  Each premise has one term in common with the conclusion and one term in common with the other premise.  FTP what term names suppositions like “All men are mortal; Socrates is a man, so Socrates is mortal”?

A.  syllogism

14) If two cards are drawn from a standard deck without replacement, FTP, what is the probability that both will be kings?

A.  4/52 times 3/51 or 1/221  (answer may be given in either way)

15) Its first two books were published under the pseudonym Alcofibras Nasier, an anagram of the author’s name, as he feared his satiric takes on religion and government would get him into trouble.  Book Three follows one of the title characters’ companions, Panurge, as he visits the oracle of The Holy Bottle to find out if he should marry.  FTP name this satire which features a pair of giants by Francois Rabelais.

A.  Gargantua and Pantagruel

16) Its capital, Changchung, was creatively renamed Xinjang (zin-jang), “new capital” in one Chinese dialect.  Henry Pu Yi, the last Chinese emperor, was installed as leader.  It all began when the Japanese seized Mukden, on its coast, in 1931.  FTP name this 13-year puppet state controlled by the Japanese in Manchuria.


A.  Manchukuo (if Manchuria is given early, ask for more information)

17) It was first observed by the French astronomers Galle and d’Arrest in 1846 very near predictions made by other astronomers.  Voyager 2 did a fly-by in August, 1989, and most of what scientists know about this “blue planet” comes from that encounter.  FTP name this planet with a Great Dark Spot, which from 1979 till 1998 was the most distant planet in our solar system.

A.  Neptune

18) Born in Edinburgh, he came into David Hume’s circle in the 1740s.  His man of “perfect virtue” would show command of his own selfishness and also show sympathy to others, all for the good of society.  This might seem incompatible, however, with his concept of the “invisible hand.”  FTP who is this philosopher/economist best known for The Wealth of Nations?

A.  Adam Smith
19) Born in 1846, in 1870 he inherited his father’s jewelry business, quickly gaining renown as a goldsmith.  His work in St. Petersburg and Moscow caught the eye of the Czar, who then gave him a spring holiday commission.  FTP name this Russian famous for his intricately crafted Easter eggs.

A.  Peter Carl Faberge
20) The first physical evidence outside the Bible of this man’s existence turned up in the 1960s when his name was found inscribed on a tablet in Caesarea, a port city near Judea.  As he was assigned to Judea and Samaria from 26 to 36 C. E. (common era), he would’ve used Caesarea as his Roman seat of power.  FTP name this man famous for appeasing the crowd and sentencing Jesus to death.

A.  Pontius Pilate
21) Born in 1862, he began writing while in prison for some petty crimes.  By 1910, the year of his death, he was the best-selling author in the U.S., known most for his collection of stories of New York called “The Four Million.”  FTP name this short story writer, born William Sydney Porter, famous for “The Gift of the Magi.”

A.  O. Henry 

Boni
1) National Public Radio has spent much of 2000 running segments on what it deems the 100 most important songs of the 20th century.  Identify these rock tunes from the list from a representative lyric for ten points, or for five if you need the name of  the artist.

10
“Here we are now, entertain us”

5
Nirvana





A.  “Smells Like Teen Spirit”

10
“You may find yourself living in a shotgun shack”

5
Talking Heads




A.  “Once in a Lifetime”

10
“You said you was high class, but that was just a lie”

5
Elvis Presley





A.  “Hound Dog”

2) Identify the following Arctic bodies of water FTPE.

This strait separates Alaska from Russia’s easternmost point.

A.  Bering Strait

This bay at the northern extreme of Alaska is known for its oil-rich floor.

A.  Prudhoe Bay

This small bay due north of the Yukon Territory shares its name with Canada’s longest river.

A.  Mackenzie Bay

3) Name the following characters from Kipling’s Jungle Books FSNOP.

5 pts.
The man-cub lost in the jungle.

A.  Mowgli

5 pts.
Mowgli’s bear companion

A.  Baloo

10 pts.
The black panther

A.  Bagheera

10 pts.
The tiger

A.  Shere Khan

4) Answer the following about a U.S.-Native American conflict of the early 19th century.

5pts.
Who was the charismatic Shawnee leader who tried to rally various tribes against the U.S.?

A.  Tecumseh

10 pts.
Tecumseh’s brother, Tenskwatawa, a mystic who spoke of the need of the Great Spirit to eliminate whites from the Great Lakes area, was known to U.S. soldiers by what nickname?

A.  the Prophet

15 pts.  The Prophet led Sac and Fox tribesmen into a disastrous loss to U.S. forces led by a 

future U.S. president who got his nickname from what 1811 battle?

A.  Tippecanoe

5) Provide the name of the Russian space mission from a description of its accomplishments FTPE.

Yuri Gagarin made the first human orbital flight.

A.  Vostok 1

Valentina Tereshkova became the first woman in space.

A.  Vostok 6

The crew linked up with Americans on the Apollo mission and held a joint press conference.

A.  Soyuz 19

6) Given a brief plot summary, name the short story by Ernest Hemingway.

A man and woman waiting for a train to Madrid discuss her impending abortion without ever saying that word.

A.  Hills Like White Elephants

Two unnamed waiters talk about an old man, then the older waiter goes home to think about the nothingness in his life.

A.  A Clean, Well-Lighted Place

The title character finally gets up the nerve to shoot a lion, but then his unfaithful wife shoots him.

A.  The Short, Happy Life of Francis Macomber

7) Answer the following about blood FTPE.

What red blood cell protein is responsible for oxygen transport from the lungs to other tissue?

A.   hemoglobin

After blood has clotted, and the clotting has been removed, what term designates the left-over fluid which differs from plasma in its lack of fibrinogen?

A.  serum

Basophil, eosinophil and what most common type make up white blood cells?

A.  neutrophil

8) The Thirty Years’ War is cool because it actually lasted 30 years, unlike that nutty Hundred Years’ War.  Anyway, answer the following about it FTPE.

In what year did it begin?

A.  1618

The protestant cause was greatly aided when Sweden joined the war in 1630 under the leadership of what monarch?

A.  Gustavus Adolphus
Gustavus Adolphus was killed in what battle, at which the protestants defeated Catholic armies led by Raoul Wallenstein?

A.  Lutzen

9) Answer the following about Buddhism FTPE.

The “Middle Way” could be achieved by following what series of ascending steps?

A.  Eightfold Path 

This, Buddhism’s “Greater Vehicle,” expounds salvation through faith and good works.

A.  Mahayana

These Buddhist “truths” explain the causes for and cures of human suffering.

A.  Four Noble truths

10) Identify the following Crusades by their number from a description FTPE.

It was prompted by the fall of Jerusalem and featured an all-star line up of Philip Augustus, Richard the Lion-Hearted, and Frederick Barbarossa, who bonked by drowning.

A.  Third

Called by Pope Urban II, it was led by the Frenchmen Godfrey of Bouillon and Raymond of Toulouse in 1096.

A.  First

Called by Pope Gregory XII in1274, it provoked lukewarm response and never materialized.

A.  Ninth

11) Name the following types of scientific chambers FTPE.

Filled with wator vapor and dust-free air, in this type the tracks of particles appear as trails of water droplets.

A.  Cloud chamber

In this type, a physicist can follow a particle’s path in a trail of gas in a liquid.

A.  Bubble chamber

Finally, in this type an electric field is generated by electrodes to opposite sides of the chamber, and disturbances in that field allow a scientist to track a particle.

A.  Ion chamber

12) Identify the composer of the following operas on a 10-5 basis.

10  The Girl of the Golden West

5  Turandot


 

A.  Giacomo Puccini
10  Elektra; Salome

5   Der Rosenkavalier



A.  Richard Strauss
10  The Force of Destiny; Oberto

5    Aida




A.  Giuseppe Verdi
13) Identify these pioneers in the fight for Gay rights FTPE.

This representative from Massachussetts is the first openly homosexual member of the U.S. Congress.

A.  Barney Frank
This San Francisco City Supervisor was assassinated with Mayor George Moscone by the homophobic Daniel White.

A.  Harvey Milk
This gay rights organization, whose acronym describes its program, was born of the fight against AIDS and has caused controversy with its aggressive protest tactics.

A.  ACT UP (Aids Coalition to Unleash Power)

14) Good job getting that toss-up!  You’re a good player on a good team!  Now further boost your self-esteem by naming these self-help gurus FTPE.

The founder of the whole movement, his book The Power of Positive Thinking topped best-seller lists in the 1950s for three straight years and is still popular.

A.  Norman Vincent Peale
This former first lady’s struggle with addiction led her to found a center to help others, mostly celebrities, it seems, to get clean.

A.  Betty Ford
This endocrinologist turned away from traditional medicine to practice Ayuvedic holistic healing, which he described in his best-seller, Ageless Mind, Timeless Body.

A.  Deepak Chopra
15) Identify these terms used to describe novels FTPE.

This is a novel whose story is communicated only through letters, as in Richardson’s Pamela.

A.  epistolary

This French term denotes a novel based on actual people whose names have been changed, like Kerouac’s On the Road.

A.  roman a clef

This term describes a sub-class of detective fiction usually involving low-life characters and private eyes who use rough violence to get answers, like the novels of Jim Thompson or Mickey Spillane.

A.  hard-boiled

16) Name these photographers on a 5-10-15 basis.

5pts
His most noted for his shots of natural features, such as Yosemite Park.

A.  Ansel Adams
10pts
A great framer of New York City life at the beginning of this century, he’s perhaps more famous for being the husband of his very famous wife.

A.  Alfred Steiglitz
15pts
This man collaborated with James Agee on Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, taking haunting shots of people living in rural poverty.

A.  Walker Evans
17) Given the chemical formula, provide the name of the compound FTPE.

N2H4


A.  hydrazine

ClO4-


A.  perchlorate

H2SO3

A.  sulfurous acid

18) Identify the following Renaissance artists from works FTPE.

The Isenheim Altarpiece


A.  Mattias Grunewald
The Arnolfini
Marriage


A.  Jan van Eyck
The Venus of Urbino



A.  Titian

19) 30-20-10 Name the architect

30
He won the Pritzker Prize, architecture’s top award, in 1983.  He is sometimes considered to be a disciple of the style of Walter Gropius.

20
Two of his more famous works are the East Wing of the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., and the Bank of China in Hong Kong.

10
His most famous work is the controversial glass pyramid he built in front of the Louvre.

A.  I. M. Pei
20)  30-20-10 Name the poet from works.

30 On Shakespeare; On the Death of a Fair Infant Dying from a Cough

20 Comus; Il Pensoroso; L’Allegro

10 Paradise Regained

A.  John Milton 
