PennBowl Revolution Nein! Round 13 Tossups- Questions by the University of Virginia and Middlebury College


1. He was a master thief, and once succeeded in convincing Hades to put on the handcuffs that he himself was supposed to have worn.  However, his most significant blunder was revealing to the god Asopus the location to which Zeus had taken Asopus' daughter.  FTP, name this man who was eventually condemned to push a large boulder up a hill, that would for eternity roll back down just before he reached the top.  

ANSWER: Sisyphus

2. In order to explain the prevalence of sexual reproduction in nature, scientists developed this theory, which states that the much quicker evolution afforded by sexual reproduction becomes more fit when an organism is faced with parasites constantly evolving to evade the host’s defenses.  FTP, name this theory, named for a character in Lewis Carroll’s Through the Looking Glass who is always running but never getting anywhere.

ANSWER: Red Queen Hypothesis
3. Beginning his career as an ardent Jeffersonian Republican, he opposed the Alien and Sedition Acts and fought a duel with a Federalist colleague in the State Legislature.  Elected Speaker of the House in his first term in Congress, he advocated the “American System”, and was generally recognized as the leader of the Whig party.  FTP, name this three time presidential loser, known as “The Great Compromiser”.

ANSWER: Henry Clay

4. Thousands of Leftists in this country marched to the U.S. Embassy on November 14, 1999, protesting an upcoming visit by President Clinton, whom they called a “Fascist Murderer”.  FTP, name this country, where radicals are upset about the US bombing of neighboring Serbia, whose capital is at Athens.

ANSWER: Greece or Hellenic Republic
5. In the official rules, it is defined as “a fair fly ball (not including a line drive nor an                  attempted bunt) which can be caught by an infielder with ordinary effort, when                  first and second, or first, second and third bases are occupied, before two are out.”  FTP, name this strange feature of the Baseball rulebook, which results in an automatic out.

ANSWER: Infield Fly Rule

6. He felt that his major task was to convert fellow Scotsman Michael Faraday’s physical ideas into mathematical form.  In doing so, he discovered that he could “scarcely avoid the inference that light consists in the transverse undulations of the same medium which is the cause of electric and magnetic phenomena."  FTP, name the scientist who devised the theory of electromagnetic waves, famed for his field equations and his “Demon”.
ANSWER: James Clerk Maxwell

7. General von Kluck had advanced too far, and a gap developed between his First Army and the Second Army of von Bülow.  Joseph Joffre, the French commander, launched a general counteroffensive on September 5, with troops brought to the front  by taxi providing the manpower to defeat the Germans.  FTP, name this battle of the First World War, which saved Paris from German occupation in 1914.

ANSWER: First Battle of the Marne
8. In the Ragnarok, it was said that he and the evil Loki would kill each other.  Born of no less than seven mothers, He required less sleep than a bird, could see 100 leagues, and could hear grass growing in the meadows and wool growing on sheep.  FTP, name this Norse god, who kept the horn Gjallarhorn and guarded Bifrost, the Rainbow Bridge, for the Aesir.

ANSWER: Heimdall

9. The son of an orphanage director, this German  meteorologist and geophysicist earned his PhD from the University of Berlin in 1905.  He became impressed with the similarities between South America and Africa and theorized that the two are actually the same continent, a part of what he called Pangaea.  For ten points, name this scientist who formulated the first complete statement of the continental drift hypothesis.

ANSWER: Alfred Lothar Wegener

10. Born with the surname Breda in 1746, he died in a French prison in 1803.  After serving as an officer in the Spanish army fighting for the Bourbon monarchy, he switched sides in 1794 to fight for the French Republic.  Soon he had swept all of France’s enemies from Saint-Domingue, and established a regime based on forced labor on the sugar plantations.  FTP, name this leader of the Haitian Revolution.

ANSWER: Toussaint L’Ouverture

11. Written in the style of a journalistic investigation, and told in a disordered chronological sequence, it tells of the events leading up to the murder of Santiago Nasar by the Vicario brothers, who believe he took their sister’s virginity.  FTP, name this short novel by Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

ANSWER: Chronicle of a Death Foretold
12. “The Mediocre Journey”, “Wake Up, Finnegan”, “The Verdict Was Mail Fraud”, “Suddenly Last Supper”, “The Electric Gigolo”, “Leper in the Backfield”, “The Contrabulous Fabtraption of Professor Horatio Hufnagel”, and “Good Time Slim, Uncle Doobie, and the Great Frisco Freak-out” are among his films.  FTP, name this fictional actor, who you may remember from such facts as that he was voiced by Phil Hartman.

ANSWER: Troy McClure
13. Born in 1798, it was rumored that he was actually the illegitimate son of Talleyrand, whom he resembled physically.  Showing an affinity in his choice of work with Lord Byron, his first masterpiece was “Dante and Virgil in Hell”, painted in 1822.  FTP, name this foremost of the French Romantics, known for such works as The Massacre at Chios, The Destruction of Sardanapolus and Liberty Leading the People

ANSWER: Eugène Delacroix
14. Since pleasure comes from the release of energy and the build-up of energy is the cause of pain, according to Freud, we constantly desire to go back to a state of no energy, which we remember from before our birth as a time of no pain.  Unfortunately, this is unfeasible, and must be manifested outwards in the form of aggression.  This describes, FTP, what concept, developed by Freud in Civilization and its Discontents.

ANSWER: Thanatos or Death Instinct
15. Divided into four chapters, the first three are told from the point of view of three brothers.  Jason is miserly, dishonest, and generally unlikeable.  Quentin is morose, brilliant, and ends his chapter by committing suicide.  Benjy is a retarded man-child.  The last chapter is in the third person omniscient, focusing on the the Black servant Dilsey.  FTP, name this novel by William Faulkner, telling of the decline of the Compson family

ANSWER: The Sound and the Fury
16. Described as early as 1122 BCE in China, the mummified head of Ramses V bears scars from this disease.  An infectious viral disease characterized by fever and, after a few days, an eruption that, after the stages of papule, vesicle, and pustule, dries up, leaving distinct scars, this disease was eradicated by the World Health Organization in 1977.  For ten points, name this disease, also called variola.

ANSWER: Small Pox
17. Writing traditional sonnets and brief, personal lyrics, this poet came to personify romantic rebellion and bravado in the 1920s.  When Renascence was included in The Lyric Year in 1912, it brought her to the attention of a benefactor who allowed her to attend Vassar.  For ten points, name the poet who penned the words, “My candle burns bright at both ends” in her 1920 work A Few Figs From Thistles.

ANSWER: Edna St. Vincent Millay
18. Born in Simbirsk in 1881, he entered the Fourth Duma as a member of the moderate Socialist Trudovik party in 1912. After the February Revolution he became a member of both the Petrograd Soviet and the Provisional Government, as Minister of Justice the only Socialist in the government.  FTP, name this man, the second prime minister of the Provisional Government, overthrown by the Bolsheviks in November, 1917.

ANSWER: Alexander Fyodorovich Kerensky

19. In 1969 this author was made a Dame Commander in the Order of the British Empire.  Her first novel, The Loving Spirit, written in 1931, was followed by many other romantic tales, usually successful, set on the wild coast of Cornwall, including her most famous, made into a film in 1940.  For ten points, name this author of The Birds and Rebecca.

ANSWER: Daphne du Maurier
20. Born in 1653 in Nürnberg, this composer is known as the greatest organ master to emerge from southern Germany.  Although his choral preludes established the chorale melodies of Protestant northern Germany in the Catholic south, he is best known today for a later work written for three violins and continuo and published with a gigue in the same key of D major.  For ten points, name this composer of the popular Canon in D Major.



ANSWER: Johann Pachelbel

21. Headed by Katharine Whalen and Jim Mathus, this dixie swing septet from Chapel Hill was formed in 1993 with Don Raleigh, Ken Mosher, Chris Phillips, Tom Maxwell, and Stacy Guess.  Despite only moderate success with their first album, The Inevitable, their second album, Hot, was a best seller.  For ten points, name this group, known for hits like “Hell” and “Suits are Picking Up the Bill”.

ANSWER: The Squirrel Nut Zippers
22. Born in 1952 in Misericordia, Arezzo, Italy, this artist acted in 23 films including all 8 of the films he wrote, 6 of the 7 films he directed, and the one film he produced. Films he wrote include Il Mostro, Johnny Stecchino, and Non ci Resta Che Piangere.  He gained acclaim in the US, however, when he won seven Academy Awards for the film La Vita è bella.  For ten points, name the writer, director, and star of Life Is Beautiful.

ANSWER: Roberto Benigni
23. This east African country is bordered by the Indian Ocean and Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Congo (Kinshasa), Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique.  Formed in 1964 by uniting Tanganyika and Zanzibar, Dodoma has been the official capital since 1974.  Dar es Salaam, however, remains the seat of most government administration, as well as the largest city and port in, for ten points, which country.

ANSWER: Tanzania

24. Born in Ostend, Belgium, in 1860, this painter spent his formitive years in his mother’s curio shop.  Especially fascinated by the masks that lined the walls, they appeared later in his paintings such as “Portrait of the Artist Surrounded by Masks” and “Masks (Intrigues)”.  His most famous work, however, earned him a barony from King Albert in 1929.  For ten points, name this artist of “Entry of Christ into Brussels.”

ANSWER: James Ensor

25. Born in 1820, this youngest member of a famous Yorkshire literary family worked as a governess, an experience which figured prominently in one of her novels. In 1846, she contributed 21 poems to Poems by Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell, but she is most famous for her two novels, published in 1847 and 1848, a year before she died of tuberculosis.  For ten points, name this author of The Tenant of Wildfell Hall and Agnes Grey.

ANSWER: Anne Bronte (prompt on Bronte)

26. Born in 1830, by the age of 20 she was already contributing poems to The Germ under the pseudonym Ellen Alleyne.  Before she was stricken with Graves disease and, later, cancer, she showed great promise and published several works illustrated by her brother- critics of the day said that she could succeed Tennyson as Poet Laureate.  For ten points, name this poet of “The Prince’s Progress” and “Goblin Market”, sister of Gabriel.

ANSWER: Christina Rossetti (prompt on Rossetti)Dante 

27. They met at Lincoln-Sudbury high school in the mid 1970s and debuted in 1982 as “El Groupo de Rock and Roll”.  This band’s first two albums, a self titled album and Lincoln, were not terribly successful, but their third album, Flood, did much better.  Originally just two guys named John and a synthesizer, for ten points, name this group, who sang “Particle Man” and “Istanbul” for “Tiny Toon” Adventures in the early 90s.

ANSWER: They Might Be Giants 

28. Among his talents and interests are wrestling & speaking fluent German. In 1988 he has appointed to head his country’s Federal Security Service. While he is taciturn, insiders say that he has conservative, hard-line tendencies. He was born on 7 October 1952 and received a law degree from the Leningrad Law faculty in 1975. He faces mounting opposition to his country’s ongoing conflict with Chechnya. FTP, name the current Prime Minister of Russia, appointed by a retiring Boris Yeltsin on 9 August 1999.  

ANSWER: Vladimir Putin









