TOSSUPS – GEORGETOWN COLLEGE	SWORD BOWL/PENN BOWL 2006 (UTC/Penn/Oklahoma/Drake)


Questions by Eric Blair and Chris Hammons with a few from Drake University








1.	The name of the title character was originally "Mocha" and no one knows why the author decided to change it.  It drew heavily upon a narrative by Owen Chase.  It was the inspiration for the latest concept album by the metal band Mastodon, as well as a song on Led Zeppelin’s second album. Supporting characters include Father Mapple, the mates Flask, Stubb, and Starbuck, and the harpooner, Queequeg.  FTP, identify this 1851 novel which begins, “Call me Ishmael.”  


 	Answer:	Moby Dick; or, The Whale





2.	Rats and horses are among the mammals that do not possess this organ, whose main blood supply in humans comes via the cystic artery.  Its epithelial lining is characterized by Aschoff’s Recesses and its surface is marked by the intersection of the mid-clavicular line and the transpyloric plane. FTP identify this organ, whose removal is known as a cholecystectomy (koh-lee-siss-ECK-toh-mee) and whose main function is to store bile.


Answer:	Gall Bladder





3.	After attending Georgetown College, he attended medical school at the Baltimore Medical College. In 1877 he ran unsuccessfully for a seat in the Maryland Assembly, eight years after his work stemming an outbreak of yellow fever at Fort Jefferson led to his pardon by President Johnson.  He escaped the death penalty by only one vote, despite his insistence that he didn’t recognize his most famous patient.  FTP, identify this physician convicted in June of 1865 of conspiracy to murder President Abraham Lincoln after tending the wounds of John Wilkes Booth


	Answer:	Dr. Samuel Alexander Mudd





4.	In reference to this drink, the chief marketing officer for Pepsi-Cola North America, Greg Creed, stated in a USA Today article that "the fountain business is an important part of our business, and it's growing."  Along with Darth, Red, Sport, Blue Shock, Pitch Black, AMP, LiveWire, and Code Red, it makes up its company's alternate soft drinks.  Having a bluish color, FTP, name this version of Mountain Dew sold only as a fountain drink in Taco Bell restaurants.  


	Answer:	Mountain Dew Baja Blast





5.	With a libretto written by Alice Goodman, the most notable line from it is "at the edge of the Rubicon, men don't go fishing."  The foxtrot theme at the end of it was adapted by its composer into a concerto piece known as "The Chairman Dances" in which the characters reflect on their pasts.  Known for having a scene in which an East-Asian Communist propaganda play is performed, FTP, identify this opera by John Adams that chronicles a historical visit made by Henry Kissinger, the First Lady, and America's 37th president.


	Answer:	Nixon in China





6.	The first known use of it was in a translation of the Aeneid by Henry Howard, the Earl of Surrey, around 1554.  The first use of it in drama was in the play, Gorbuduc, by Thomas Norton and Thomas Sackville.  It is thought to have been inspired by the Italian versi sciolti and was used to its full potential by Christopher Marlowe.  FTP, name this poetic form often used by William Shakespeare, known for its unrhymed iambic pentameter scheme. 


	Answer:	Blank Verse





7.	One theory known as the Ontogenetic Hypothesis states that this is essential to the development of the nervous system in infants.  In it, the release of certain neurotransmitters are halted causing the condition of a relaxed state of motor neurons and muscles known as atonia.  First identified by Eugene Aserinsky and Nathaniel Kleitman in 1953 and occurring after Stage IV sleep, FTP, name this stage of sleep where most dreams occur.


	Answer:	REM (Rapid Eye Movement)





8.	Born into a Muslim family, his birth name was Ma Sanbao and he was later called Hajji Mahmud by the Arabs.  Rumored to be over seven feet tall, he was taken captive by the Ming army after the conquest of the Yunnan province and became a close confidante of the Yongle Emperor.  The most famous eunuch in Chinese history, FTP, name this 15th century admiral and explorer whose voyages for China took him to Australia, India, Arabia, and Africa.


  	Answer:	Zheng He (or Cheng Ho)





�
9.	(DU) It was the first star (other than the sun) to have starspots resolved on its surface, and, next to the sun and R Doradus, this star has the third largest angular separation of any star as viewed from Earth. Its name is a corruption of the Arabic words for “hand of the central one”. Although it is not the brightest star in its constellation, it is still designated the alpha star, which some suggest may mean that in the past it appeared brighter than its rival Rigel. For ten points, name this star, the alpha star of the constellation Orion.


	Answer:	Betelgeuse [but don’t say it three times, or Dick Cheney will appear – Ed.]





10.	They are alluded to in Allen Ginsberg's poem "Howl" as the "one-eyed shrews" and in Macbeth with the Weird Sisters.  Living underneath Yggrasil, they tried to stop the decay of it by pouring mud and water from the Well of Fate on its branches. Made up of the demi-goddesses Urd, Verdandi, and Skuld, FTP, identify this group from Norse mythology whose counterparts in Greek mythology are the Fates.


	Answer:	the Norns





11.	This show spun off from the A&E show Take This Job when its main characters were featured on the show.  The main character's title is "Master Rehabilitator" and he was once a convicted murderer himself.  Centering on the owners of Da Kine Bail Bonds in Honolulu, Hawaii, FTP, identify this reality show that features Tim, Leland, Beth, and Duane Chapman and their pursuits of fugitives. 


	Answer:	Dog the Bounty Hunter





12.	With a melting point of about 161 Kelvin, it is found in the atmosphere in trace amounts at about one part per 20 million.  While compounds of this element do not naturally occur, over 80 manmade compounds have been synthesized with fluorine and oxygen.   It is often used in the study of the formation of the solar system and is commercially available when it is stored in high-pressure cylinders.  First isolated in 1898 by Willam Ramsay and Morris Travers, FTP, identify this noble gas with atomic number 54 whose name comes from the Greek for “stranger.”


	Answer:	Xenon





13.	(DU) Though the size of the opposing forces was roughly equal, the victorious side caused more than 16 times as many casualties.  The first attack occurred at 7:45 local time, targeting Soviet-made bombers while they were still on the ground, and many of the air strikes that day were focused on destroying enemy aircraft. The victors soon tripled the size of the territory they controlled, including the Golan Heights and the Sinai Peninsula.  FTP name this brief conflict where Israel responded to threats from neighboring Arab nations by demolishing their armed forces.�		Answer:	Six Day War (Accept 1967 Arab-Israeli War, or June War)





14.	(DU) Though not usually thought of as a tragedy, this play could be classified as "fa la la la la, everybody dies" since a fair portion of the main cast is dead by Act III. The Choirmaster, Simon Stimson, committed suicide, Wally Webb died of a burst appendix on a boy scout trip,  Mrs. Gibbs and Mrs. Soames are dead, though a reason is not given, and Emily, one of the main protagonists, died in childbirth nine years after being married to George. However, the most distinctive aspect of the play is not the mortality rate, but the lack of set and props.  Set in Grover's Corners, New Hampshire, and narrated by the Stage Manager, FTP name this 1938 Thornton Wilder play.


	Answer:	Our Town





15.	Discovered by Joseph Szombathy in 1908, it is currently housed in the Naturhistorisches Museum in Vienna.  The position of its feet suggests that it wasn't meant to stand upright and many scholars believe that its primary use was for vaginal insertion.  Carved out of spherical limestone around 24,000 years ago and thought to represent a fertility goddess, FTP, identify this statuette of a naked, plump woman with no facial features. 


	Answer:	Venus of Willendorf





16.	Many of them exist naturally in plants and animals in the HET-S form, which goes to prove that not all of them are harmful.  Their discovery led to the awarding of the 1997 Nobel Prize in Physiology to Stanley Prusiner.  Known for causing such TSEs as Chronic Wasting Disease, Creutzfeldt-Jacobs Syndrome, and mad cow disease, FTP, name this pathogen, devoid of DNA, whose name is short for proteinaceous infectious particle.


	Answer:	Prions (Accept Proteinaceous Infectious Particle if answered before given in question)





�
17.	One of his lesser known novels, Shoot!, deals with a cameraman, who only perceives good and evil through the scenes that he shoots for movies.  More noted for the plays he wrote, his later works such as The New Colony and The Mountain Giants were translated into English by his possible lover, Marta Abba.  Winning 
