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This Tournament Goes to Eleven VII(October 2005) 

“Bris me, I’m Jewish!” by Lindsey Smith, University of Iowa 
1. When this author began writing in college, she chose to revert back to her European name, instead of Hattie Mayer,* the name she was given upon her arrival in the United States around 1898.  Between the years 1915 and 1950, she published many pieces including “The Fat of the Land”, an autobiography entitled Red Ribbon on a White Horse and three novels.  FTP, name this Jewish author of Bread Givers.
Answer: Anzia Yezierska (yuh-zair-ska) (accept Hattie or Harriet Mayer before it is said)  
2. Its falls in the middle of summer.  Supposedly this day was marked for tragedy in advance because of the numbers 13 and 14*.  Moses sent spies into the Promised Land and based on the report, the people were frightened to enter a land full of giants.  Because the people wept without cause, God declared it a day of mourning forever.  This day also commemorates the destruction of the Temples in 586 B.C.E and 70 C.E.  FTP, name this holiday celebrated on the ninth of Av, the saddest day of the Jewish calendar.
Answer: Tish B’av  
3. The rebel flag.  A marijuana leaf.  An eight ball.  Noah’s Ark.  Tie dye.  The Yankees symbol and about any other sports team.  Plaid.  The Superman S. “Father of the Bride.”  The alefbet*.  Jerusalem.  A basketball.  Your name.  A menorah.  The Israeli flag.  The American Flag and the Star of David.  FTP, all of these things can be featured on what most commonly worn Jewish head covering.
Answer: Yarmulke (yah-muh-kah) (accept kipah, kippot, skullcap)

4. If the male is already circumcised, a ritual extraction of blood* is performed.  Next you will face a committee who questions your knowledge, motivation and intent.  In some sects, this phase also involves an agreement to follow the commandments and perform the rituals.  Finally comes immersion in the mikveh.  This symbolizes a spiritual rebirth and forgives past misdeeds and prepares the person for a new destiny.  FTP, this is a description of what process in which a new Jew is welcomed to the community and to the religion?
Answer: Conversion
5. The earliest known reference to this art form by a Jew was by a Rabbi in 1345.  Primarily, they were used to note spiritual or ritual happenings.  They were placed on the East wall* for the direction of prayer and featured images such as holiday decorations and amulets.  The medium used is chosen because of its commonality and availability, especially for the poor.  It is folded in half and then carved on with a sharp object.  FTP, name this art form in which pen is occasionally used to supplement the carved images.
Answer: Papercutting (accept papercuts or other equivalents)
6.   The first one was Abraham, the 99 year old shepherd in the Bible.  He filled the role for 
himself and his two sons.*  According to Torah, the father of the infant is commanded to fill 
this role but usually designates this person due to the father’s lack of training.  In modern times, 
this person is generally a Rabbi, though not required, and some are also medical doctors.  
FTP, 
who is this person who performs the circumcision at a boy’s brit milah, his official welcome 
to 
Judaism?  
Answer: Mohel (moil)
7.  
Its membership worldwide is estimated at 250,000 with 100,000 in the state of New York 
alone.*  This sect of Judaism was founded on the premise that Orthodox Judaism was too 
academic.  It focuses on community and the joy of life, as well the idea that spiritual devotion 
is more than observance of religious law.  A majority of the Jews murdered the Holocaust were 
of this sect.  FTP, who is this group who is most conspicuous for their conservative clothing and 
the longs pieces of hair around the face worn by men.  
Answer: Hasidism (or Hasidic Judaism)
8. He runs away following a fight with his father over his intention, or rather lack of, to become a cantor in the synagogue*. He changes his name and over time becomes a success, but maintains contact with his mother.  He returns ten years later on his father’s sixtieth birthday and is thrown out.  Ultimately, Jack returns to take his father’s part at the Yom Kippur service when his father is dying.  FTP, name this 1927 film about the titular Jew who must choose between his own ambitions and his father’s, the first “talkie”.
Answer: The Jazz Singer
9.  The Jewish group behind this historical event was headed by Mordecai Anielewicz* (ahnul-vees).  The Nazi effort was headed by SS officer Jurgen Stroop.  The Nazis were attempting the final round of deportation from the city when it began. The Nazis tried to literally smoke out the resisters by setting whole blocks on fire at a time.  FTP, name this most notorious Jewish resistance effort against German forces in WWII which lasted from April to May of 1943 in the largest ghetto in Poland.
Answer: Warsaw Ghetto Uprising
10. The two main characters meet when one hits the other with a ball during a game of schoolyard baseball.*  The difference between their families’ practices of Judaism serves both as a point of debate and a learning experience in the movie.  Danny’s father is very strict and never speaks to his son except when they are studying the Talmud.  Reuben’s father is a modern Jewish scholar who supports the founding of Israel.  FTP, name this movie which won Best Actor in 1981 and is based on a novel by Chaim Potok.
Answer: The Chosen
11.   On this day, it is customary to wear new clothing. * It is announced the Sabbath before it 
occurs 
during the Torah service with a special benediction.  The holiday was taken away from 
men because of their involvement in the idolatry of the Golden Calf.  The women refused to 
give their golden earrings to be used for this purpose.  Thus, they were given one extra day of 
rest, free from work, on the first day of each month. FTP, name this holiday which is a 
celebration of 
the New Moon and the symbolic renewal of a new month beginning (according 
to the Jewish calendar).   
Answer: Rosh Chodesh (hkah-desh)
12.  To some, she is a symbol of disobedience and promiscuity*.  She is a female demon who 
was supposedly the first wife of Adam but refused to subjugate herself to him by refusing to 
have sex in the missionary position and demanded equality.  Thus, she ran away.  Her evil deeds 
include stealing and eating Jewish babies and leading young girls and husbands astray.  FTP, 
who is this female demon of Jewish mythology who has become a feminist symbol.  
Answer: Lilith
13.  His aunt is a loud and boisterous woman who quarrels with his father frequently.  His mother is a Jew who doesn’t believe in God and had an illicit relationship* with a goy which leads to his questionable paternity.  The father he knows is a very quiet, bitter man who changes jobs frequently, usually following an angry outburst.  FTP, who is this protagonist whose journey of assimilation is followed in Henry Roth’s masterpiece Call It Sleep
Answer: David Schearl (accept either)
14. Prohibiting the right to sell alcohol.  Limiting the total percentage of* doctors in the army to 5%.  In Moscow and St. Petersburg, the total quota within schools was set at 3%.  Banned from entering the Bar Association without special permission from the Minister of Justice.  Later evacuation was ordered from both Moscow and Kiev and voting and being elected were not allowed.  FTP, these are all part of what legislation passed in 1882 by Alexander III to unfairly restrict and torment Jews in Russia.
Answer: May Laws
15. His interpretation of the Torah as philosophy includes two meanings, the literal and the allegorical.*  Among the allegorical is his idea that numbers are symbolic such as one representing God, nine being a number of strife and 10 being the perfect number.  One can reach toward the divine through practice, teaching and natural goodness.  FTP, name this early philosopher who tried to fuse Hellenistic views with his Jewish beliefs and whose philosophy also follows Plato’s.  
Answer: Philo Judaeus
16.  The first part deals with the interpretation of Torah laws and practices, the 
halakhah*section.  The second part deals directly with stories and content of Torah, the 
aggadah section.  Its purpose is to discuss and illustrate change and tradition within Judaism 
and is one of the three major texts studied as authority in Judaism.  FTP, what is this text which 
is a written record of oral Rabbinical law and transmission?   
Answer: Midrash
17.  When he arrived in San Francisco during the height of the California gold rush, he realized the need for durable* pants, as the fashion of the day was not strong enough to handle the rigors of a miner’s lifestyle.  He paid a tailor to make a pair of pants out of a tough canvas that he originally hoped would sell to a tentmaker.  They were a big hit.  During WWII, they were considered a commodity and were rationed.  FTP, this Bavarian Jewish immigrant was the founder of what clothing manufacturer, the largest in the world.
Answer: Levi Strauss & Company

18. One of its members had his law license revoked during the pogroms of the 1880’s.  Its second member was criticized for “reinforcing Jewish stereotypes.”*  He wrote extensively about Zionism, maintaining Jewish identity and assimilation.  Its most notable member was extremely prolific and is the creator of Tevye, the protagonist of Fiddler on the Roof.  FTP, what is the collective title given Aleichem, Peretz, and Seforim, the fathers of modern Yiddish literature.
Answer: Classical Trio
19. When the Talmud, rabbinical comments on Torah, cannot answer questions on laws or practice, it is said that we will have to wait for this man*.  At the Passover Seder, four cups of wine are drunk and a fifth one is poured and left for him.  A seat is left for him at every circumcision.  FTP, who is this prophet whose servant, Elisha, watched him descend to heaven on a chariot of fire and who, according to Jewish theology, will announce the return of the Messiah.
Answer: Elijah
20. She entered her first singing contest to avoid paying the admission fee at Kenney’s Theatre.*  Later, she was performing at a theatre and the leading lady took sick.  She took over the part but lacked the talent and thus performed the part comically on purpose.  She went on to act in The Great Ziegfield twice and Be Yourself.  FTP, Barbra Streisand played a semi-biographical role in Funny Girl based on this vaudeville actress’ life.
Answer: Fanny Brice
21.  Isaac, the dead man, would write to the narrator about his daughters and the narrator would send him books from his store*.  Isaac commits suicide by hanging himself in the park by his prayer shawl after a sexual encounter with a demon.  The narrator goes to the park to see the tree and then visits the widower, where he learns of his friend’s apparent conversion despite his occupation.  FTP, what is this short story by Cynthia Ozick that chronicles the transformation of a holy man?
Answer: The Pagan Rabbi
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1. A positive mitzvah is a good deed.  There are three types of positive mitzvahs- obligatory, non-obligatory, and a double mitzvah.  FFPE, tell which type of mitzvah these deeds are.


a) Circumcising your son.  Obligatory


b) Living in Israel.  Non-obligatory

c) Having sex on the Shabbot.  Double 


d) Lighting the Shabbot candles for women.  Obligatory

e) Organ donation after death.  Non-obligatory.

f) Being married.  Non-obligatory.

2. Its not just real live celebrities that light Shabbot candles and attend bar mitzvahs.  Many cartoons are also Jews.  FTPE, answer these questions about cartoon characters who are Jewish.

a) 
Tommy and his kid brother, Dill, share this kosher-food last name in a show that focuses on 


them and their pint-sized friends getting into trouble beyond their years.



Pickles


b) The rodent star of An American Tail who is a Russian immigrant that gets separated from his 

family.  



Fievel Mousekewitz (accept either)

c)This South Park character endures much ridicule for being Jewish.  He is not allowed to visit 

Santa and can’t participate in the school’s nativity play.




Kyle Broslofski (accept either)
3. FTPE, name these Jewish publications.  

a)Abraham Cahan founded this daily paper in 1897 which became a very prominent symbol of 
equality and justice and is still printed every week in New York.




Forward


b)This biweekly publication, since 1990, has featured journalists and news from all over the 


world but focuses primarily on Israel and the Middle East.



Jerusalem Report

c) This Philadelphia-based paper, which was founded in 1887, was a huge supporter of Zionism 

and went through substantial financial difficulties during WWII.



Jewish Exponent

4. Yom Kipper is a day of abstinence from many things.  The abstinence of physical acts signifies spiritual elevation.  There are five things a Jewish person must abstain from.  5 for one, 10 for two, 15 for three, 20 for four, and 30 for all five, name them.

Eating and drinking, sex, washing, applying lotions, wearing leather shoes (accept equivalents) 

5. FTPE, answer these questions about the first wave of Jewish immigration to the United States.

a) The first group of Jewish people to come to the U.S.  consisted of 23 Jews arriving in New 

Amsterdam in hopes of finding an environment of tolerance.  Within in ten years either way, 


in what year did this take place?




1654


b)A majority of the group was fleeing persecution from what empire and government that 
conducted mass persecution in the 17th century?



Spain

c)Upon entering the U. S., this governor of New York tried to ban their entry by petitioning the 
Dutch West India Company.




Peter Stuyvesant

6. Jews, having a huge variety of backgrounds, have many languages used both in daily life and in religious practice.  FTPE, answer these questions about Jewish languages.

a) This dead language was spoken by Jews of the Roman Empire and is derived from Latin.


La’az


b) This Romance language comes from Hebrew and Spanish.  It is spoken primarily by 
Sephardic Jews, as many as 150,000 speakers.  


Ladino   (accept Judæo-Spanish, Sefardi, Dzhudezmo, Judezmo, Spanyol or Haquitía) 

c)The Talmud is written mostly in this language.  It is probably what Jesus spoke and is still in 
use mostly in Syria, Iraq and Turkey.


Aramaic

7. 30-20-10 basis.  Name this practice.
30- Its called kriah in Hebrew.
20- This is done at a funeral before it begins, always while standing.  Over the heart for deceased parents and on the right for all other relatives.

10- It is an outer showing of inner grief, essentially brokenness.  Sometimes a black ribbon is used, instead of doing it to the actual garment.

Tearing of clothes (accept rending or reasonable equivalents)
8. Keeping a kosher diet is very important to some Jews.  It represents their willingness to follow G-d, even though they may not understand the rationale.  The types of birds, fish and animals that may be eaten are listed.  FTPE, answer these questions about what makes an animal kosher.


a) What are the two qualifications listed for fish to be kosher?




Have fins and scales


b)Name the two criteria for animals.



Chews it cud and has split hooves


c)The last meats discussed are birds.  What qualifications are commanded of birds?



Birds are not given specific qualifications.  The acceptable animals are listed.  (Accept equivalents here)
 9.  Visual Bonus.  FTPE, give the sound these Hebrew characters represent.  

See back page.

a) sh (accept s)

b)
h 

c)
z
10.  FTPE, answer these questions about Jewish baseball players.
a. As a Brooklyn Dodger, he refused to pitch on Yom Kippur and was the first Major League pitcher to have more than three no-hitters.


Sandy Koufax

b. The first Jew admitted to Baseball’s Hall of Fame, his career was interrupted by WWII when he enlisted in the army.  He helped lead the Detroit Tigers to World Series victories, in 1939 and 1945.


Hank Greenberg

c. This Giants catcher was a four-time All-Star from 1938-1941 and hit for the cycle in 1940.


Harry Danning (prompt on “Danning”)

11. FTPE, name these frontrunners of the Jewish Enlightenment Period, an era between the years 1700 and 1914 where Jews pushed for equal rights.

a)  He  wrote On the Civil Improvements of the Jews in 1781 where he argued that a Jew was just as endowed by nature for happiness and success as a Christian given equal treatment and opportunities.  



Wilhelm van Dohm
b)
 He was a Jewish scholar who studied mostly philosophy and criticism at first.  He worked 
closely with van Dohm and helped create the Modern Reform movement.  



Moses Mendelssohn (prompt on Mendelssohn)
  c)
 This German playwright wrote such plays as The Jews and Nathan the      Wise which, well, once again tried to illustrate that Jews were humans too.  Other works include Emilia Galotti and Menna of Barnholm.  


Gotthold Ephraim Lessing
12. No Jewish packet would be complete without a Woody Allen question.  Thus, FTPE, name these Woody Allen written flicks given brief plot info and the year of release.
a. A New York comedian traces his relationship with the titular character through stream of consciousness memories, 1977.



Annie Hall
b. The Hollander family vacation is interrupted when they have to land in Bulgaria.  Spy accusations ensue, 1969.


Don’t Drink the Water
c. Two parallel universes explore the idea that life can be essentially comic or tragic which stems from a dinner conversation.  The titular character is either a suicidal woman or the woman downstairs, 2004.



Melinda and Melinda 
13. FTPE, name these Yiddish words that have assimilated into American culture as slang.
a. to dispose of something, put a stop to, end



kibosh

b. More commonly used in Eastern U.S. dialects, this term means to carry unwillingly or with difficulty.



Schlep

c. A crazy person or someone who does crazy things.


Meshugah
14. FTPE, name these traditional Israeli foods.
a)  
These are dried patties made from either chickpeas or fava beans and then mixed with various 
spices.  It is then put in pita bread and smothered in sauce.



Falafel

b)
Usually served cold, this is a soup whose primary ingredient is beets but can also include 
vegetables, meat, dairy and spices.


Borscht 

c)
This is also made from chickpeas but is a paste.  It’s a popular breakfast food ground in a food 
processor and then mixed with water until the desired consistency is reached.



Hummus

15. FTPE, answer these questions about the music of a good Jewish boy, Leonard Bernstein.

a)
This ballet made by Bernstein was his second project with Jerome Robbins.  He also claimed 
that the Kabbalah was “infused in every note” of it.  


Dyybuk

b)
The basis for this project seems very non-Jewish but actually used some Catholic ideals 
expressed in Hebrew.


Mass

c)
This symphony is from the perspective of a woman who decides to recite her own, thinking 
there will be no one to do it for her.  



Kaddish Symphony

16. Answer these questions about Jewish wedding ceremonies FTPE.

a)
This is an agreement made by the groom about the financial obligations to his wife, as well as 
other commitments in modern marriages.  In the U.S, it is a civil agreement that is often proudly 
displayed in the home.  



Ketubah
b)
The couple gathers under this canopy which symbolizes the new home being created.


Huppah (ho-puh)

c)
The final ritual performed during the ceremony is this.  It is a reminder that even during joyous 
occasions, there are people who not allowed religious freedom.  The permanent alteration of the 
item also represents the permanent alteration of the couple.



Breaking of glass (accept equivalents)
17. FTPE, answer these questions about a recent Jewish film.
a)
A 2003 film featuring a Jew trying to save Hanukah by fighting Santa’s son with the help of his 
Black friend and Esther Bloomenbergensteinthal.


Hebrew Hammer
b)
Name the actor who played the Hebrew Hammer, Mordechai Jefferson Carver, who is “part man, part street, 100% kosher”.


Adam Goldberg

c)
This former MTV reality show host plays Damien Claus, Santa’s son who is avenging his 
father’s death.


Andy Dick
18. During the traditional Passover supper, the question “How is this night different from all other nights?” is asked.  It, well, defines how the Passover is different from all other nights in terms of diet.  There are four parts to the answer.  For 5 for one, 10 for two, 20 for three and 30 for all four, what are the four differences?

               On all other nights, we eat leavened products and matzah, and on this night only matzah.  On all other nights we eat all vegetables, and on this night only bitter herbs.  On all other nights, we don’t dip our food even once, and on this night we dip twice.  On all other nights we eat sitting or reclining, and on this night we only recline.  (Accept equivalents)

19. FTPE, answer these questions about A New Colossus, a poem whose lines would become a symbol of hope and acceptance for immigrants into the U.S.
a)
Within ten years, in what year did Lazarus pen this poem.



1883 (accept 1873-1893)
b)
Though the poem was written in 1883, it was not engraved on the Statue of Liberty until years later.  Within ten years, when did this occur?


1903 (183-1913)
 c) According to the poem, the Statue of Liberty is referred to as this, the woman  holding the imprisoned flame.



Mother of Exiles


20. FTPE, answer these questions about a minor holiday.
a)
A fast commemorates the assassination of what leader who was left to lead after the destruction 
of the second Temple in 586 B.C.E.



Gedaliah
b)
The Fast of Gedaliah takes place the day after what other Jewish holiday, the New Year.



Rosh Hashanah

c)
Both of these holidays are celebrated in what Jewish month?



Tishrei

21. Name these ethnic divisions of Jews FTPE.  
a)
Jews of Spanish or North African descent.  



Sephardic

b)
Jews of Central European descent.



Ashkenazi

c)
Jews of Oriental or Middle Eastern descent.



Mizrahi
#9 Visual Bonus 

1. 


2. 


3. 


