TOSSUPS 1A 


This Tournament Goes to Eleven VII (October 2005) 

Red-Blooded American Man Lit by Matt Larson, University of Iowa
1. He takes pride in being modern, but knows nothing of the science and engineering he salutes.  He praises business ethics*, but isn’t above making shady deals with a traction company.  He talks about leading a moral life but pays a visit to a brothel and indulges in an adulterous affair.  He loudly promotes the virtues of Zenith, even when he doesn’t understand what he’s promoting.  FTP, identify this real-estate salesman and titular character of a 1922 Sinclair Lewis novel.
Answer:  George F. Babbitt
2. After graduating from Harvard he toured Europe, attending law lectures at the University of Berlin before following his father to London* after the elder man’s appointment as U.S. Ambassador to England.  He wrote only two novels – Democracy and Esther – but is best remembered for a work he began after the suicide of his wife in 1885.  FTP, identify this man of letters whose eponymous autobiography is considered by many the most important non-fiction work of the 20th century.
Answer:  Henry Adams
3. Chapter 7 of this work is an almost verbatim copy of an essay by Frank Harris, leading to charges of plagiarism.  It is based on the “Everhard Manuscript”* which wasn’t found until the 27th century, at which point it was edited and published by Anthony Meredith.  The manuscript covers the years 1912-1932, during which time the titular organization arose in America and ruled for three centuries until the Revolution succeeded and ushered in the Brotherhood of Man.  FTP, identify this dystopian novel of American fascism by Jack London.

Answer:  The Iron Heel 

4. After 1958 he worked on what was to be a 25-volume cycle, A Universe of Time, of which he completed 10 volumes.  Well-known non-fiction works include A Note on Literary Criticism* and Reflections at Fifty, and a character from his best known series of works, Danny O’Neill, became the centerpiece of several novels, including The Face of Time.  FTP, identify this Chicago writer best known for a trilogy of works – Young Lonigan, The Young Manhood of Studs Lonigan, and Judgment Day.
Answer:  James T. Farrell
5. He died on the 11th of May on board the U.S. Corvelette Levant but it wasn’t printed in the New York Herald until August 13th*.  As a younger man, he had been stationed at Fort Massac in present-day Mississippi, but a fateful meeting with Aaron Burr and subsequent trial for treason led him to shout “Damn the United States!  I wish I may never hear of the United States again!”  FTP, identify this protagonist of the short story “The Man Without a Country” by Edward Everett Hale.

Answer:  Philip Nolan (Accept either, prompt on Man Without a Country before it is mentioned in the question.)

6. Permanent author-in-residence at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette, he was born near there and uses his birthplace as a setting for most of his fiction under the name Bayonne*.  He published his first short story in 1956, and has since published eight novels, including Of Love and Dust, In My Father’s House, and Bloodline.  FTP, identify this author of A Lesson Before Dying and The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman.
Answer:  Ernest Gaines
7. He was living in Summit, Alabama when the events in the story begin to unfold, unaware of his impending meeting with two desperate men.  However, amongst assertions that he was nine last birthday*, and that he whipped Ed Walker twice, and that Amos Murray has got six toes, he terrorizes poor Bill Driscoll, going so far as to knock him into their cooking fire.  FTP, identify this story of a kidnapping gone awry, one of the best known works of O. Henry.

Answer:  The Ransom of Red Chief
8. Born in Webster City, Iowa in 1904, his first novel, Diversey, was published in 1928.  An avid collector of first-hand narratives of the Civil War*, the 1930s saw him author Long Remember, one of the first realistic novels about the conflict.  His short story “Glory for Me” provided the basis of the film “The Best Years of Our Lives.”  FTP, identify this author whose frequent dabbling in historical fiction earned him a 1955 Pulitzer for the novel Andersonville.

Answer:  MacKinlay Kantor
9. His ancestors participated in the siege of Fort Christina, but he lacked the spirit to stand up to his wife, let alone pick up a musket.  Only his dog Wolf* had any respect for him, largely because he too was hen-pecked by the wife.  Years of marriage finally convinced him to take Wolf on a trip into the mountains, where he was stopped by a short, stout man who invited him for a game of nine-pins.  FTP, identify this famed Washington Irving character that slept for twenty years.

Answer:  Rip Van Winkle
10. Smoke from this Altar; Westward Tide; Showdown at Yellow Butte; Kilkenny; Utah Blaine; Crossfire Trail; The Guns of the Timberland*; Treasure of the Ruby Hills; Silver Canyon; North to the Rails; The Californios; The Broken Gun; Last of the Breed; Dutchman’s Flat; The Trail to Crazy Man; and Hondo are all novels written by, FTP, what North Dakota native and red-blooded master of the American Western, who published over 100 works before his death in 1988?
Answer:  Louis L’Amour
11. The main setting is a union hall, where the members wait to take a hotly-contested strike vote*.  While union leader Harry Fatt tries to discourage a walk-out, support for a strike is high, and the workers nervously await the arrival of the strike faction leader.  Upon hearing that the titular strike leader has been murdered, the hall erupts in a chant of “Strike!  Strike!”  FTP, identify this prime example of Depression-era “agit-prop” theatre, the first and best known work of Clifford Odets.

Answer:  Waiting for Lefty
12. During World War II, he served as director of the Office of Facts and Figures, and as assistant director of the Office of War Information.  After a year in the State Department and another year with UNESCO, he returned to academia.  During the war, he also served as Librarian* of Congress, but his reputation had been established in 1926 with a poem whose most famous line read, “A poem should not mean / But be.”  FTP, identify this poet and scholar whose best known verse is “Ars Poetica.”

Answer:  Archibald MacLeish
13. “I doubt not God is good, well-meaning, kind / And did He stoop to quibble could tell why / The little buried mole continues blind / Why flesh that mirrors him must some day die / Make plain the reason tortured Tantalus / Is baited by the fickle fruit, declare* / If merely brute caprice dooms Sisyphus / To struggle up a never-ending stair.”  Ending with the line, “To make a poet black, and bid him sing!”, FTP, identify this 1925 poem, the most famous work of Countee Cullen.

Answer:  “Yet Do I Marvel”

14. He served in the Americal Division after being drafted, infamous for its participation in the My Lai massacre which occurred shortly before his arrival in-country.  After returning to the U.S. in 1970 he began to write, releasing If I Die in a Combat Zone, Box Me Up and Send Me Home* in 1973.  Northern Lights and Going After Cacciato (catch-ee-otto) followed in the 1970s.  FTP, identify this author who frequently draws on his experiences in Vietnam, perhaps most notably in 1990’s The Things They Carried.

Answer:  Tim O’Brien
15. The title character has been isolated from society by her father’s diabolical knowledge of botanical poisons and his experiment upon her*.  She falls in love with Giovanni, who is renting rooms next to her father’s garden.  Aware that her touch or breath is deadly to flowers raised elsewhere, he still falls for her sweetness and beauty.  However, he soon accuses her of infecting him, and she dies in an attempt to cure herself.  FTP, identify this short story originally published in Mosses from an Old Manse by Nathaniel Hawthorne.

Answer:  Rappaccini’s Daughter (Rap-uh-chee-nee)

16. He transferred to Kenyon College to study under John Crowe Ransom, and was hospitalized some 20 times for acute mania, describing one of his episodes as a “magical orange grove in a nightmare.”  His first collections were not indicative of his eventual place as a Confessionalist* poet, a mode he moved into firmly with the 1959 volume Life Stories which included the poem “Skunk Hour.”  FTP, identify this poet also known for the collections For the Union Dead, Land of Unlikeness, and Lord Weary’s Castle.
Answer:  Robert Lowell
17. He first came to Dawson’s Landing intending to set up a law practice, but his sense of humor proves too much for the townspeople and his practice goes nowhere*.  He fills his time with surveying and accounting jobs, and dabbles in fingerprinting.  His closest friend, Judge Driscoll, drives the story by purchasing “Chambers,” a slave who is actually Thomas a Becket Driscoll – Tom was switched with the real Chambers at birth.  FTP, identify this Mark Twain novel dealing with the implications of slavery.

Answer:  Pudd’nhead Wilson
18. He published Death by CD, The Petrified Parrot, and Camp Megadeath in 2003, the same year that he died of cancer.  The dark subject matter of his novels – loneliness, loss, and abuse – is often offset with wacky titles, such as My Darling, The Hamburger* or Confessions of a Teenage Baboon.  His most popular novel is probably The Pigman, but he is better known for a play which debuted off Broadway in 1970.  FTP, identify this writer responsible for The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds.
Answer:  Paul Zindel
19. In his short time after leaving Yale, the main character has acquired an odd assortment of friends:  Abe Kusich, a belligerent dwarf bookie; Faye Greener, an untalented extra who wants to be a star; and her father, Harry Greener*, a former vaudeville clown who never found work in Hollywood.  The main character, Tod, is a set and costume designer for National Films while he works on his masterpiece painting, “The Burning of Los Angeles.”  FTP, identify this Nathanael West novel, sadly best known by many people for featuring a character named Homer J. Simpson.

Answer:  The Day of the Locust
20. His career began at 26 with the publication of his first novel, Setting Free the Bears.  It was well received by critics, but sales did not materialize.  Similar reactions greeted his next two novels, The Water-Method Man* and The 158-Pound Marriage.  He grew frustrated with Random House’s handling of his work, and shopped his next novel, about the son of a severely disabled ball-turret gunner, to Dutton – a decision which made him independently wealthy.  FTP, identify this author of The World According to Garp, The Cider House Rules, and A Prayer for Owen Meaney.

Answer:  John Irving
21. His first novel, Williwaw, was based upon his time in the Alaskan Harbor Detachment.  His next novel, The City and the Pillar*, dealt candidly with gay themes – so candidly that the New York Times refused to review a number of his later works.  Denied credit for his work on the screenplay for Ben-Hur, the 1960s proved a better decade for his with the novels Julian and Washington, D.C. earning critical praise.  FTP, identify this author of Burr, Lincoln, 1876, and Myra Breckinridge.
Answer:  Gore Vidal
22. His first novel, The Roman Hat Mystery, won a writing contest sponsored by a magazine, but before the prize was claimed, the magazine was sold and the new owner picked a different winner.  Undeterred, he published the novel in 1929, and followed it up with several novels featuring his father Richard*, his irascible assistant Sergeant Velie, and himself as the main character – a character who just happened to be a mystery writer.  FTP, identify this pseudonym created by Frederick Dannay and Manfred Lee, whose name has graced novels, magazines, radio spots, and even a 1970s TV series.

Answer:  Ellery Queen
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Red-Blooded American Man Lit by Matt Larson, University of Iowa

1. Identify the red-blooded American man writers we’ve lost to that great corner bar in the sky in 2005 for ten points each or for five if you need a famous work.

A) 10:  He died in June at age 85, leaving behind novels such as Follow Me Down, Love in a Dry Season, and Shiloh.
5:  The Civil War: A Narrative, Volumes I-III

Answer:  Shelby Foote
B) 10:  He died of liver cancer in October, leaving behind such works as Radio Golf, King Hedley II, and Jitney.

5:  Fences
Answer:  August Wilson
C) 10:  He passed on in February, leaving behind such works as Screwjack and Other Stories, Hey Rube, and The Rum Diaries.
5:  Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas
Answer:  Hunter S. Thompson
2. Although I’m told that it never really happened, The Caine Mutiny is still a story of red-blooded Americanism.  Answer the following about the work, 5-10-15.

(5) Who wrote The Caine Mutiny?

Answer:  Herman Wouk
(10) The main protagonist is what mentally unbalanced captain, whose actions during a typhoon lead to the mutiny?

Answer:  Lt. Cmdr. Philip Francis Queeg
(15)  The U.S.S. Caine was what sort of naval vessel?

Answer:  Minesweeper
3. Answer the following about some good, red-blooded Southern authors, 5-10-15.

(5)  Made up of poets and literary scholars, what literary group came together at Vanderbilt around 1920, espousing a theory called the New Criticism?

Answer:  The Fugitives
(10)  It was his essay titled The New Criticism which gave that theory its name.  Other works by this Fugitive include God Without Thunder, The World’s Body, and I’ll Take My Stand, collaboration with the Agrarians, a group which superseded the Fugitives. 
Answer:  John Crowe Ransom
(15) The Fugitive who eventually led the Agrarians in writing I’ll Take My Stand, other  works include Attack on Leviathan and the poetry collection An Outland Piper.

Answer:  Donald Davidson
4. Identify these works written before Henry James ran out of red blood and turned Brit on us, ten each.
A) Winterbourne determines the titular character of this work is too common for him to love, and warns her to avoid the “Roman fever.”  Heartbroken, she contracts it and dies.
Answer:  Daisy Miller
B) Mrs. Newsome sends her fiancé, Lambert Strether, to Europe to convince her son Chadwicke to return to Massachusetts.  Strether decides Europe has improved Chad and advises him to remain in Paris permanently.

Answer:  The Ambassadors
C) Fleda Vetch, a weak-willed young lady, becomes involved in a dispute between an antique collector and her son:  he has inherited her collection on the death of her husband and wants her to leave.  Fleda is unable to resolve the dispute in any way, shape, or form.
Answer:  The Spoils of Poynton
5. Answer the following questions which may or not be red-blooded, stated number of points.
(10)  This 1940 novel tells the story of a poor African-American who accidentally kills a white woman, runs from the police, kills his girlfriend, and is then caught and tried.

Answer:  Native Son
(15) He is the protagonist of Native Son.  Struggling to survive in Chicago, he takes a job as a chauffeur for a wealthy white family.  The accidental death of the family daughter at his hands sets the plot in motion.

Answer:  Bigger Thomas (Accept either)

(5) Native Son is the best known work of what Mississippi-born author?

Answer:  Richard Wright
6. Leaves of Grass – a manlier collection of poetry has never existed.  For ten points each, answer the following about the evolution of this famed Walt Whitman collection.

A) In 1856, the second edition added, amongst other poems, this poem, which contains the lines “I too lived, Brooklyn of ample hills was mine, I too walked the streets of Manhattan island, and bathed in the waters around it.”
Answer:  Crossing Brooklyn Ferry
B) In 1860, the third edition added this poem, which contains the lines, “Over the sterile sands, and the fields beyond, where the child, leaving his bed, wander’d alone, bare-headed, barefoot”.

Answer:  Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking
C) In 1867, the fourth edition added this poem, which contains the lines, “And the great star early droop’d in the western sky in the night, I mourn’d, and yet shall mourn with ever-returning spring.”

Answer:  When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed
7. J.D. Salinger … umm … man.  Identify the members of the Glass family given descriptions, ten each.

A) For five points each, these two retired vaudeville performers were the parents to the seven Glass children.

Answer:  Bessie and Les Glass

B) The oldest child, he believed deeply in Taoist and Vedanta Hinduist thinking, and committed suicide during his Florida honeymoon in A Perfect Day for Bananafish.
Answer:  Seymour Glass

C) He narrates Franny and Zooey, Raise High the Roof Beam, Carpenters and Seymour: An introduction.  He is considered to be Salinger’s alter ego.

Answer:  Buddy Glass

8. VISUAL BONUS  Sometimes, guys just have a face for writing.  Given pictures of three damned handsome American man writers, identify them for 10 each.  If you need a work, you’ll get 5.
(MODERATOR:  If they miss their guess, they get a five point clue.  Please don’t accidentally read the answer and ruin the visual bonus.  The Baby Jesus will cry.)

A) (If necessary) 5:  The Spinoza of Market Street
Answer:  Isaac Bashevis Singer
B) (If necessary) 5:  The Adventures of Augie March
Answer:  Saul Bellow
C) (If necessary) 5:  Cannery Row
Answer:  John Steinbeck
9. Edgar Allen Poe died the way ALL red-blooded American authors should die – face down drunk in the street.  Or of brain disease.  Or as a pawn in a ballot-stuffing conspiracy.  Or of rabies.  Given a main character, identify the Poe work, 5-5-10-10.

(5) Auguste Dupin (doo-pan) (Note:  Any one of these three is acceptable)
Answer:  The Murders in the Rue Morgue, The Mystery of Marie Roget, The Purloined Letter (Accept any of the three)

(5) Montresor

Answer:  The Cask of Amontillado
(10) Prospero

Answer:  The Masque of the Red Death
(10)  Simpson

Answer:  The Spectacles
10. There is nothing more manly than spilling your red blood to put down a rebellion of traitors!  Identify these characters from The Red Badge of Courage, 5-10-15.

(5) The main character, he is a youth whose romantic notions of war lead him to crave honor and glory.  He eventually faces battle and emerges a changed individual.

Answer:  Henry Fleming (Accept either)

(10) Henry’s friend, he is wounded during the regiment’s first battle and dies from his wound.  Early in the novel he represents an important moral contrast to Henry.

Answer:  Jim Conklin (Accept either)

(15) A loud private and friend of Henry, early in the novel he gives Henry an envelope to send home in case he dies, but by the end has gained a reputation with Henry as a fearsome fighter..

Answer:  Wilson
11. Take a thoughtful puff on your uber-American pipe and identify the following characters created by William Faulkner, ten each.
A) A former schoolteacher, her husband Anse fulfills a promise to take her back to Jefferson and bury her with “her people” in As I Lay Dying.

Answer:  Addie Bundren (Prompt on Bundren)

B) In The Hamlet, he supersedes Will Varner’s son Jody as Will’s favorite and marries Eula.  In The Town, he becomes Vice President of the Sartoris Bank.  In The Mansion, he done gets killed.
Answer:  Flem Snopes (Prompt on Snopes)

C) In The Sound and the Fury he was christened Maury, but his name was changed at age five when he was found to be an idiot.  Perpetually cared for by his sister, he was castrated after allegedly sexually assaulting a young girl.

Answer:  Benjamin or Benjy Compson (Prompt on Compson)

12. Who, I ask you, is more of a red-blooded American man writer than Ernest Hemingway?  Exactly.  Identify the short stories written by the drunken bull-fighting ambulance driver, ten each.

A) Taking place in the Ebro valley in Spain, a man and a woman – apparently a couple -  make casual conversation about abortion while sitting in a train station drinking beer and Anis del Toro.

Answer:  Hills Like White Elephants
B) Originally titled “The Matadors,” the story features Nick Adams crossing over from teenager to adult while a pair of criminals goes on a journey to kill a boxer.

Answer:  The Killers
C) A coward on safari with his wife watches her sneak off to sleep with the guide.  She chastises him for standing up to her, but in reality he has grown brave, later standing his ground in the face of a charging buffalo – until his wife shoots him in the head.
Answer:  The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber
13. FTSNOP, answer the following about a good gosh darned piece of man literature.

(10) This novel follows two days and night in the lives of the Grimes family in 1935 Harlem, following John’s crisis of faith and his struggle with his father, the Rev. Gabriel Grimes.

Answer:  Go Tell It On the Mountain
(5) Go Tell It On the Mountain was written by what author?

Answer:  James Baldwin
(15) The novel is split into three parts.  The first covers John’s birthday, the second covers the back story of Gabriel, and the third is the church service the day after John’s birthday.  Name any of the three sections for 15 points.

Answer:  Seventh Day, Prayers of the Saints, The Threshing Floor
14. According to Our Dumb Century, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s greatest work was Zelda You Harlot I Love You Now Fix Me a Gin Fizz.  Identify his lesser known works, ten each.

A) The protagonist, Amory Blaine, is a wealthy Princeton student who dabbles in literature and romance.  Many consider this first work of Fitzgerald to be at least semi-autobiographical.
Answer:  This Side of Paradise
B) Anthony Patch comes to New York to wait for his grandfather to die so as to claim his inheritance.  He meets Gloria, who elects to wait with him, but her beauty fades and alcohol takes its toll on Anthony.

Answer:  The Beautiful and Damned
C) Written while his wife was hospitalized for schizophrenia, the main characters – a young psychoanalyst named Dick Diver and his wife Nicole – were reputedly modeled on Gerald and Sara Murphy, friends who frequently entertained the Fitzgeralds in France.

Answer:  Tender Is the Night
15. Answer the following about good ol’ John Updike, 5-10-15.

(5) It is the nickname of Harry Angstrom, and completes the titles of the Irving novels “BLANK Run,” “BLANK Redux,” “BLANK is Rich,” and “BLANK at Rest.”

Answer:  Rabbit
(10) This unprolific Jewish bachelor and author completes the titles of the Irving collections “BLANK: A Book,” “BLANK Is Back,” and “BLANK at Bay.”

Answer:  Henry Bech
(15) The Rev. Thomas Marshall is busted for philandering with more than one of his parishioners and is sent to a desert sanatorium for 40 days of reflection and golf.  The novel consists of his morning exercises and four sermons he writes while in treatment.

Answer:  A Month of Sundays
16. To the rest of the world, Tennessee Williams was brilliant.  To the University of Iowa, he was a hack not worthy of the Writer’s Workshop.  Answer the following about Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, 5-10-15.

(5) This character is the titular animal, trapped in a loveless marriage to an alcoholic ex-football star.

Answer:  Maggie “The Cat” Pollit

(10) He is the patriarch of the Pollit family.  Suffering from cancer, his last birthday celebration turns into a competition to earn the biggest share of his estate.

Answer:  “Big Daddy” Pollit

(15) He is Maggie’s husband.  Since the death of his friend Skipper, he has lived in a liquor bottle, making no effort to stop his brother from claiming Big Daddy’s fortune.

Answer:  Brick Pollit 

17. Identify the author from works, 30-20-10.
30:  The Business of Fancydancing; I Would Steal Horses
20:  Seven Mourning Songs for the Cedar Flute I Have Yet to Learn to Play; Reservation Blues

10:  The Toughest Indian in the World, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven
Answer:  Sherman Alexie
18. Given lines from a Henry Wadsworth Longfellow poem, name it, ten each.
A) By the shores of Gitche Gumee / By the shining Big-Sea-Water / Stood the wigwam of Nokomis / Daughter of the Moon, Nokomis.

Answer:  The Song of Hiawatha
B) Week in, week out, from morn till night / You can hear his bellows blow / You can hear him swing his heavy sledge / With measured beat and slow

Answer:  The Village Blacksmith
C) Then up and spake an old Sailor / Had sailed the Spanish Main / “I pray thee, put into yonder port / for I fear a hurricane.”

Answer:  The Wreck of the Hesperus

19. Answer the following about one bad-ass dude, 5-10-15.

(5) He earned praise as an author and a photographer, but is best known as one bad-mother-shut-your-mouth director for his helming of Shaft and Shaft’s Big Score.
Answer:  Gordon Parks
(10)  This was his first published work of fiction, an autobiographical novel about life in a Southern border town.  He wrote the screenplay and became the first African-American to direct a major-studio release when it went to film in 1969.

Answer:  The Learning Tree
(15) This 1966 autobiography, which won an award from the American Library Association, tells of his early life in Kansas and Minnesota, overcoming homelessness and hunger to become an author, photographer, and filmmaker.

Answer:  A Choice of Weapons
20. Yar.  Be there anything more red-blooded than hunting a whale?  Identify the following manly men who went to sea after a white whale, ten each.

A) The first mate of the Pequod, he is a religious man who believes that Christianity offers a way to interpret the world around him.  He acts as a conservative force against the captain’s mania.

Answer:  Starbuck
B) The second mate’s harpooner, he is a Gay Head Indian from Martha’s Vineyard.  Like Queequeg, he is meant to defy racial stereotypes, but still craves rum.

Answer:  Tashtego
C) The egomaniacal captain of the Pequod, he lost his leg to Moby Dick and is single-minded in his pursuit of the great fish.

Answer:  Ahab
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