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Tossups

1. In the Middle Ages, this poet’s works were given spurious religious allegorical spins in translation, most prominently in a 14th century French “Moralized” version of his works.  Though he may not have written it, his On Fishing has not survived, and only 100 lines of his Art of Beauty survive.  This native of Sulmo detailed his life in the autobiographical Tristia, and his Fasti was only half completed when, in 8 A.D., Augustus banished him to Tomis on the Black Sea.  Thus ended the career of, FTP, what Roman poet, author of the Amores, the Heroides, the Ars Amatoria and a dactylic hexameter work about famous changes, Metamorphoses?

ANSWER: Ovid or Publius Ovidius Naso

2. French historian Elie Halevy wrote that the rise of this religious movement in England prevented the working class from revolting at the turn of the 19th Century.  Rooted in the Arminian doctrine that every man can achieve salvation, it follows its founder’s “25 Articles of Religion,” and became the central force in the First Great Awakening because of its emphasis on itinerant preaching and placing religious power in the hands of laymen.  Promoted by George Whitfield and its creator’s brother Charles, this is, FTP, what English-born Protestant sect founded in the 18th Century by John Wesley?

ANSWER: Methodism or Methodists

3. Related groups include the Sangillan Force, the Ellalan Force, and its Canadian division, FACT.  Formed in 1976, originally as a subgroup of the TULF, they have entered a “post-conflict” phase over the past two years and officially moderated much of their extremist agenda.  Known for making members carry cyanide capsules to commit suicide if captured, the group achieved notoriety by hiding a bomb in basket of flowers in 1991, killing Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.  FTP, name this Sri Lankan terrorist group.

ANSWER: Tamil Tigers
4. In South America, the genera Haemagogus and Sabethes are involved with its transmission, and the risk for humans is lower because transmission occurs mostly in the jungle canopies.  It is primarily a zoonotic disease whose vertebrate host is nonhuman primates, though in urban transmission, humans are the only vertebrate host.  Because the disease is enzootic in South America and Africa, it is impossible to eradicate without eliminating the vector.  Often the disease is mild, but in serious cases victims experience fever, chills, vomiting dark blood, and jaundice.  Its most common vector is in mosquitoes of the genus Aedes.  FTP, name this disease, which gives the International Certificate of Vaccination its color.

ANSWER: yellow fever
5. Hypotheses regarding it include the hypofrontality hypothesis (based on PET scans), the transmethylation hypothesis (based originally on the substance adrenochrome), and the dopamine hypothesis (based partly on observations of amphetamine psychosis).  Twin studies reveal that the hippocampus and amygdala are often smaller in those with this disorder; also, the lateral ventricles tend to be enlarged.  Its modern study started with Emil Kraepelin’s studies of “dementia praecox.”  FTP, what is this psychological disorder occurring in hebephrenic, catatonic, and paranoid varieties?

ANSWER: scizophrenia
6. This short story is preceded by a quote dubiously ascribed to Seneca: “Nothing is more hateful to wisdom than too much cunning.”  It is set in the back-library of an apartment in Faubourg St. Germain, where Monsieur G., prefect of the Paris police, visits the narrator and his friend for help, as he has not been able to find the title object anywhere, not even in table legs or between floorboards.  The narrator’s friend produces the title document, explaining that since the suspect, Minister D., is both a poet and a mathematician, he was able to withstand the probing of the singularly scientific police.  FTP, the titular document and tool of blackmail is found by C. Auguste Dupin in this Edgar Allan Poe short mystery story.

ANSWER: “The Purloined Letter”

7. They have lower silica content than andesite, and so have low viscosity when molten.  90% of rock in Iceland is a form of this, as is much of southeastern Washington, central India, and central Siberia.  Usually they are porphyritic, with olivine and other minerals embedded in a finely crystalline matrix.  Their intrusive equivalent is gabbro, and shield volcanoes are composed of it.  FTP, name this rock of which most of the ocean floor is composed, the most common rock on earth.

ANSWER: basalt
8. St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist are depicted as statues on its closed doors, flanked by praying donors, beneath a scene of the Annunciation.  When opened, the lower center panel shows worshippers gathered around a lamb symbolizing Christ.  It was placed in a chapel founded by Joos Vijd, and is partly based on the liturgy for All Saint’s Day.  A quatrain found on its frame in 1823 claims that it was begun by the brother, Hubert, of its more famous artist.  FTP, what is this altarpiece named for a Belgian city, the masterpiece of Jan van Eyck?

ANSWER: The Ghent Altarpiece
9. This quantity is negative for collapsing protostellar clouds, since the collapse produces radiation while heating the cloud.  For a crystal at sufficiently high temperatures, this quantity approaches 3 times the gas constant, while at low temperatures it drops as the temperature cubed.  These results are known as the Dulong-Petit law and the Debye T3 law.  FTP name this quantity, the amount of heat required to change the temperature of one mole of substance by one Kelvin.

ANSWER: molar heat capacity
10. During his time in the Virginia militia, he was sent in 1794 as part of a unit to help put down the Whiskey Rebellion.  He later died under mysterious circumstances at the Grinder’s Stand bar in Tennessee while on his way to Washington to discuss improprieties committed during his governorship of the Louisiana Territory.  Thomas Jefferson, his friend and sponsor of his travels, believed it was suicide.  FTP, name this man charged with exploring the vast expanses of the American West, along with William Clark.

ANSWER: Meriweather Lewis
11. They are sometimes referred to as Minyans, since many of them, including their leader, sprang from the blood of Minyas’s daughters.  Mopsus the seer was one, but he died after treading on a Libyan serpent.  Other notable ones included Atalanta, Meleager, the Dioscuri, and Calais and Zetes, who saved King Phineus from the Harpies.  When his squire Hylas was lured away by Dryope, Heracles ceased to be one.  Named for the construction of a certain sailing vessel, FTP, these are what group of Greek heroes, who set out for Colchis at the behest of their expedition leader, Jason?

ANSWER: Argonauts
12. In its adjective form prefacing “quantum field theory,” this word refers to functors relating cobordisms of manifolds to Hilbert spaces. It also describes terms in physics, like the 2-dimensional Einstein-Hilbert action, which are nondynamical. The 'algebraic' type of this sort of mathematics builds invariant groups or rings from spaces, while the 'differential' type studies smooth manifolds. Two objects that are the same at this level can have different geometries. FTP, what is this branch of mathematics studying properties invariant under homeomorphism, that is, roughly, deforming shapes without tearing them?

ANSWER: topological or topology
13. In the preface to this play, the playwright laments such one-dimensional characters as Barkis from David Copperfield.  Important props in this play include a Japanese spice jar with lilacs and a speaking tube next to a bell.  The title character has recently fallen out with her fiancé after making him jump over her riding crop, and her male counterpart tells how he admired her when he spied on her from the onion patch as a child, but he later says that his thoughts were purely dirty.  Religious proselytizing is provided by the cook, Kristin, the wife of the valet, Jean.  FTP, the title character, raised by her mother to hate men, seduces Jean and goes off to kill herself at the end of which August Strindberg play?

ANSWER: Miss Julie or Fröken Julie
14. Book XVII says that the primary purpose of government is to set a moral example for its people.  Book IV differentiates good and bad men by saying, “The mind of the superior man is conversant with righteousness; the mind of the mean man is conversant with gain.”  Book XV names a single word to act as the defining rule of one’s life: “reciprocity.”  General principles emphasized are acting properly within one’s position, or “li,” and showing love and respect to one’s fellow man, or “jen.”  FTP, name this collection of works outlining the philosophy of Confucius.
ANSWER: Analects or Lun Yu
15. He coined the term “destrucity” to describe his life philosophy in a 1996 comic book bearing his name, and now this former member of Power Team U.S.A. runs a conservative weblog.  He ended his career in WCW after pissing off fellow wrestlers by insisting on using a dangerous trap door device to enter the ring, and earlier he had ended his stint in the WWF to avoid a planned feud with Nailz.  He feuded with Papa Shango and the Undertaker, but was best known for beating Hulk Hogan in Wrestlemania VI to win the WWF World title.  Born Jim Helwig, FTP, this is which popular ex-pro wrestler remembered for his wild face paint, over-the-top intensity, and habit of shaking the ropes whenever he entered the ring?

ANSWER: Ultimate Warrior (prompt on “Jim Helwig,” as he has legally changed his name to “Warrior”)

16. This event occurred in the valley between the Causeway Heights and the Fediukhine Heights, and was spurred on by an order written by Sir Richard Airey, which declared that French forces would provide support from the left and was approved by Lord Raglan.  The Earl of Lucan directly issued the order for the Earl of Cardigan to lead the Hussars, Lancers, and Dragoons, and “into the Valley of Death rode the six hundred” as mounted Russian artillery proceeded to inflict 272 casualties upon the approaching British cavalry.  FTP, name this disastrous event from the Battle of Balaclava that became the basis of an Alfred Tennyson poem.

ANSWER: Charge of the Light Brigade (prompt on “Battle of Balaclava”)

17. The non-abelian phase of this name occurs for a number of flavors between three halves and three times the number of colors, when there is a flow to a conformal fixed point. The potential with this name is logarithmic in two dimensions. Its namesake was an engineer who was among the first to study friction and to apply the calculus of variations to structural problems. He gave his name to a unit of measure equal to one ampere-second. FTP, what is this name shared by the law giving the force between two point charges?

ANSWER: Coulomb
18. One of the ill-fated central characters of this novel dresses up as a “mummer” in order to see the man who becomes her husband.  The mother of that man dies after being bitten by a snake while returning from her son’s home, turned away by his wife.  The most likable of the main characters is frightening to children due to the red color he gets from his job as a reddleman.  In the end, Diggory Venn marries Thomasin, after Damon Wildeve and Eustachia Vye drown.  FTP, what is this novel set in Egdon Heath, a Thomas Hardy work about Clem Yeobright?

ANSWER: The Return of the Native
19. He melded aspects of ballet and opera in Dance of the Ungrateful Woman, and his other ballets include The Victory of Love and Tirsi e Clori.  He succeeded Benedetto Pallavicino as master of the Cremona Cathedral, and was involved in a heated debate over tuning and harmony with Giovanni Artusi.  Of his three surviving operas, The Return of Ulysses to his Homeland and The Coronation of Poppea were his last two.  FTP, name this Italian composer who wrote the first widely performed opera with 1607’s Orfeo.

ANSWER: Claudio Monteverdi
20. It denounces “the faceless ones polled by Gallup who listed ‘international affairs’ fourteenth on their list of ‘problems,’ and criticizes public apathy in its fourth section, “The Society Beyond.”  In its final section, it lists the instigation of controversy and the joining of liberals and socialists as part of the six steps necessary for the new left, and declares that universities should be the primary setting for such a movement.  Featuring an introduction entitled “Agenda for a Generation,” it was drafted in 1962 by Tom Hayden.  FTP, name this manifesto linked with Students for a Democratic Society and named for a Michigan city.

ANSWER: Port Huron Statement
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Bonuses
1. Name these early 19th Century commerce-related Supreme Court cases FTPE.

(10) In this 1810 decision, the court ruled that Georgia could not rescind its sale of the Yazoo land grant to various land companies.

ANSWER: Fletcher v. Peck
(10) In a dispute over a monopoly on steamship transport in New York, the court ruled in favor of the plaintiff of this 1824 case, interpreting the commerce clause to say that states cannot pass legislation to interfere with Congress’s power to regulate commerce.

ANSWER: Gibbons v. Ogden (accept either)
(10) In an 1837 case, the court ruled that since states can interpret contracts for the sake of public interest, this company’s charter would not be violated by the building of a second bridge over the namesake river.

ANSWER: Charles River Bridge Company

2. Answer the following concerning some British laws FTPE.

(10) Though these laws had been around since the 12th century, they only became important in the late 18th century, when they contributed to food shortages caused by Britain’s growing population and by the Napoleonic wars.

ANSWER: Corn Laws

(10) Debate over the Corn Laws proved to be extremely divisive for this working-class reform movement named after a document drafted by William Lovett.

ANSWER: Chartism or Chartists
(10) This Tory prime minister resigned after leading a heated 1846 attempt to repeal the Corn Laws

ANSWER: Robert Peel
3. Answer some questions about DNA, FTPE.

(10) These are enzymes which unwind DNA and pull the strands apart, permitting it to be transcribed or replicated.

ANSWER: helicases
(10) These are proteins around which DNA wraps in eukaryotic cells to form nucleosomes.

ANSWER: histones
(10) Histones are replaced in sperm with these positively charged arginine- and cysteine-rich proteins.

ANSWER: protamines
4. Name these American humorists FTPE.

(10) This founder of The American Mercury and author of the philological volume The American Language also wrote such books of essays as A Book of Burlesques and Damn: A Book of Calumny.

ANSWER: Henry Louis Mencken
(10) He wrote “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” and co-wrote Is Sex Necessary with E.B. White, neither of which is as funny as the fact that he lost an eye to an arrow during target practice.

ANSWER: James Grover Thurber
(10) An example of his quirky poetry is “Reflections on Ice-Breaking,” which claims that “Candy is dandy.  But liquor is quicker.”
ANSWER: Ogden Nash
5. Answer these questions about post-Impressionist art FTPE.

(10) Like Picasso, this French guy painted a portrait of Ambroise Vollard.  He is also known for the Château Noir series, painting views of Mont Sainte-Victoires, and for being a forerunner of Cubism.

ANSWER: Paul Cezanne
(10) Paul Cezanne made several paintings on this theme featuring the titular guys hunched around a table and concentrating on a game.

ANSWER: The Card Players or Les Joueurs de Cartes
(10) Cézanne is also known for this series of paintings, in which he often has triangular groupings of the nude title figures.  Renoir and Gauguin also did paintings on this theme.
ANSWER: The Bathers (Bagneuses or Baigneurs, depending on which in the series)

6. Answer these questions about a Byzantine ruler, FTPE.

(10) The mother of the young Constantine VI, she had him blinded as part of her desire to rule as Empress.  In 797, she became sole ruler of the Empire when he died.

ANSWER: Irene
(10) One treacherous act of Irene was to break off the planned marriage and alliance between Constantine and Rothrude, the daughter of this great Carolingian king.

ANSWER: Charlemagne or Charles the Great
(10) Irene was a staunch opponent of this religious and political movement, which sought to destroy religious objects and stop people from worshiping them.

ANSWER: iconoclasm or iconoclasts

7. FTSNOP, answer the following concerning the Babylonian creation myth.

(10) This is the chief god of the Babylonian pantheon, who kicks some serious ass in order to create the world out of chaos.

ANSWER: Marduk
(5/5) Marduk creates the sky and earth out of the corpse of a female dragon, and the first humans out of the blood of her consort.  For five points each, name that dragon and her consort.

ANSWER: Tiamat and Kingu
(10) Marduk’s defeat of Tiamat and Kingu is detailed in this creation epic, whose title reflects its first words, namely, “When on high.”

ANSWER: Enuma Elish
8. Name these types of novel, FTPE.

(10) This is the German term for a novel which traces the education and/or development of the protagonist.

ANSWER: bildungsroman or entwicklungsroman
(10) This is a novel featuring real characters under fictitious names.  Examples include Aldous Huxley’s Point Counter Point and Simone de Beauvoir’s Les Mandarins.

ANSWER: roman à clef
(10) Lazarillo de Tormes, Simplicissimus, Gil Blas, and Don Quixote are examples of this genre of (often satirical) novels that follow the comical adventures of a roguish character.
ANSWER: picaresque
9. Answer these questions related to inorganic chemistry, FTPE.
(10) First articulated in 1937, it states that any nonlinear molecular system with a degeneracy will distort to a lower symmetry state at lower energy.

ANSWER: Jahn-Teller Theorem

(10) The Jahn-Teller effect is observed mostly in complexes of this metal at the top of the Irving-Williams stability series.  This metal is found in malachite and chalcopyrite.

ANSWER: copper
(10) Stability of complexes is related to the charge to radius ratio.  In the case of 4f orbitals, this is the name given to the decrease of the radius due to incomplete screening of nuclear charge.

ANSWER: Lanthanide contraction
10. Answer the following about René Descartes FTPE.

(10) In this 1637 work, Descartes laid out a provisional moral code, and, more importantly, laid out four rules for deductive reasoning: 1) accept only self-evident truths, 2) divide problems into their simplest parts, 3) proceed from simple to complex, and 4) recheck reasoning.

ANSWER: Discourse on Method or Discours de la méthode
(10) This work starts with Descartes’ extreme skeptical assertion that an evil spirit could be deceiving him at any time, then goes on to attempt to prove that “cogito, ergo sum,” and that God exists and perceptions may be trusted.

ANSWER: Meditations on First Philosophy, In Which Is Proved the Existence of God and the Immortality of the Soul
(10) Because of his line, “cogito ergo sum,” Descartes is often associated with this school of thought, which claims that only the self exists, and that the rest of the world is just a construct of one’s mind.
ANSWER: solipsism
11 Name these 19th-century German plays FTPE.

(10) The title character of this play makes a deal with Mephistopheles, nails Gretchen, and kills her brother Valentine in a duel.  He also dicks around in Part II of his tale.

ANSWER: Faust, The First Part of the Tragedy or Faust, Der Tragödie erster Teil
(10) In this Schiller play, Karl Moor is screwed out of his inheritance and forms the morally ambiguous group of titular brigands.  He eventually turns himself in, reasoning that antisocial action is never justifiable.

ANSWER: The Robbers or Die Räuber
(10) Gerhard Hauptmann wrote a version of this play about a revolt of Silesian workers in Silesian dialect, which nobody understood, forcing him to stick to High German.

ANSWER: The Weavers or Die Weber
12. If you watch South Park a lot, you’ll see a lot of turds.  FTPE:

(10) In a recent episode, Cartman nominated a Turd Sandwich for his school’s mascot.  The opposing candidate in the election was this exaggerated feminine object.  Hint: its name also describes Matt Weiner.

ANSWER: Giant Douche (do NOT accept “douche” alone)

(10) Holiday episodes of South Park typically feature this talking piece of “Christmas Poo,” who bounces around leaving brown streaks on people and chirping, “Howdy Ho!”

ANSWER: Mr. Hankey
(10) In an early episode of South Park, this main character spreads explosive diarrhea throughout the town.  Traditionally, this orange parka-clad kid dies in a grotesque fashion in each episode of the show.

ANSWER: Kenny
13. Questions about solid-state physics FTPE.

(10) This effect arises when a magnetic field applied orthogonal to a current flow induces a voltage difference across a conductor.

ANSWER: Hall effect

(10) The Hall effect in germanium reveals that it is this type of material, in which, at low temperatures, the predominant charge carriers are holes rather than electrons.

ANSWER: P-type
(10) At higher temperatures, electrons in germanium are excited and become charge carriers.  What is this high-temperature regime called?

ANSWER: intrinsic regime or intrinsic behavior

14. Canuck rivers, FTPE.

(10) This northwestern river which flows from the Great Slave Lake to the Beaufort Sea has the largest drainage basin of any Canadian river.

ANSWER: Mackenzie River

(10) It flows from Yellowhead Lake on the British Columbia-Alberta border to the Strait of Georgia, passing just south of Vancouver.

ANSWER: Fraser River

(10) It forms most of the North Dakota-Minnesota border, then flows through Manitoba into Lake Winnipeg, providing a link to the Mississippi River system.

ANSWER: Red River of the North

15. Answer the following about a head of state who was Scott Francis’ hero, FTSNOP.

(15) He held the largely ceremonial position of president in his country from its independence in 1980 until 1987.  In 1998, he was convicted of such “unnatural acts” as homosexually assaulting male employees after spiking their orange soda with sedatives.  This dude with a “fruity” name died in Harare in 2003.

ANSWER: Canaan Sodindo Banana
(5) Banana was the president of this African nation.

ANSWER: Zimbabwe
(10) Banana was ousted by this then-prime minister, who turned Zimbabwe into a one-party socialist state.

ANSWER: Robert Gabriel Mugabe
16. Answer these questions about related musical works FTPE.

(10) This Maeterlinck play was the source of both a five-act opera and a later tone poem.  The character Golaud is half-brother to the title man and husband to the title woman.

ANSWER: Pelleas and Melisande
(10) He composed the opera Pelleas et Melisande.  He is also known for the Three Nocturnes.

ANSWER: Claude Debussy
(10) His symphonical poem Pelleas und Melisande, opus 5, is in the late Romantic style of his previous work, “Transfigured Night.”

ANSWER: Arnold Schoenberg
17. Name these bug-themed poems.  10 from lines, or 5 if you need the author.
(10) “Thou know’st that this cannot be said / A sin, or shame, or loss of maidenhead, / Yet this enjoys before it woo, / And pampered swells with one blood made of two, / And this, alas, is more than we would do.”

(5) John Donne

ANSWER: The Flea
(10) “The stillness round my form / Was like the stillness in the air / Between the heaves of storm.”
(5) Emily Dickinson

ANSWER: “I heard a fly buzz when I died”
(10) “Ye ugly, creepan, blastet wonner, / Detested, shunn’d, by saunt an’ sinner, / How daur ye set your fit upon her, / Sae fine a Lady! / Gae somewhere else and seek your dinner, / On some poor body.”

(5) Robert Burns
ANSWER: “To a Louse On Seeing One on a Lady’s Bonnet at Church”
18. Identify these types of active galaxies, FTPE.

(10) These very powerful objects, which can emit all the way from radio to gamma rays, are all found at high redshift and are among the most distant objects known.

ANSWER: quasars
(10) They are spiral galaxies with small, bright cores, often with large infrared, radio and X-ray emission.  They do not have radio lobes.

ANSWER: Seyfert galaxies

(10) They are active cores of radio-weak elliptical galaxies with emission jets pointing at us.  They show a continuous spectrum instead of emission or absorption lines.

ANSWER: BL Lacertae objects (prompt on “blazar”)

19. Massacres from American history, FTPE.

(10) A minister named John Williams provided a firsthand account of this 1704 attack by Indians and their French allies on a small Massachusetts town.

ANSWER: Deerfield Massacre

(10) The most notable event of the “Bleeding Kansas” crisis, it occurred when John Brown and his men killed five pro-slavery settlers on May 24, 1856.

ANSWER: Pottawatomie Creek Massacre

(10) Over 150 Cheyenne were killed by the John Chivington-led Colorado Volunteers in this 1864 tragedy.

ANSWER: Sand Creek Massacre

20. FTPE, answer the following concerning sects and offshoots of Islam.

(10) As opposed to the Isma’ilis and Seveners, this largest subdivision of Shi’ah recognizes Musa as the seventh prophet.

ANSWER: Twelvers (Ithna ‘Ashariyah)

(10) Arising out of a deification cult of Fatimid caliph al-Hakim, this religion centered mostly in Lebanon and Syria is often considered to be distinct from Islam.  Not only do outsiders know little about it, most of its own followers don’t, as the ins and outs are reserved for the elite uqqal initiates.

ANSWER: Druze (Duruz)

(10) Founded by Baha’ Ullah, a disciple of the self-declared Bab, this religion tends to attract such rich douchebags as Seals and Croft.

ANSWER: Baha’i
