BUZZERFEST VI: RETURN OF THE JEFF

Packet by Swarthmore & Tennessee (Carol Guthrie)

TOSSUPS

1. At age 23, he served as first violinist in the orchestra conducted by Jacques Offenbach during his 1877 tour of America. He wrote several comic operettas, among them El Capitán in 1896, The Bride Elect in 1898, The Free Lance in 1906, and The Glass Blowers in 1913. In 1880, he was appointed to head the Marine Band at the White House, which spurred him to write such works as Hands Across the Sea and Semper Fidelis. FTP, who is this “king of the march,” famous for The Washington Post March and The Stars and Stripes Forever.

Answer: John Philip Sousa
2. Although it has been proposed, so far the Boy Scouts of America have rejected the idea of creating a merit badge in its honor. It was manufactured in 1942 to keep moisture out of ammunitions cases. More recently, building codes have declared it ineffective for the purpose from which it derives its name, but it turns out to be a convenient treatment for warts. FTP, identify this material which is no longer just an adhesive but also a fashion accessory and, along with plastic sheeting, a formidable weapon in the war on terrorism.

Answer: duct tape
3. Recent computational models suggest that the motion of dark matter satellite galaxies can be modeled statistically with an equation similar to the one for this phenomenon. The most common example of a Wiener process, Jean Perrin’s experimental study of it determined Avogadro’s number and confirmed Einstein’s 1905 theory. This random walk phenomenon occurs due to bombardment by fluid particles with a Maxwellian velocity distribution. FTP, what is this motion named for the botanist who first observed it in pollen floating in water? 

Answer: Brownian motion 
4. Some of the abandoned titles for this novel included Under the Red White and Blue, The High Bouncing Lover, and Among the Ash Heaps. An early version of the novel was published in 2000 under another rejected title, which was the name of a character from Petronius’ Satyricon, who, appropriately enough, was a rich and vulgar social climber who enjoyed playing host to an endless number of partygoers and parasites. Ultimately, the author’s editor, Max Perkins, and wife, Zelda, managed to convince him to adopt its more famous title. FTP, identify this novel narrated by Nick Carraway.

Answer: The Great Gatsby (prompt on Trimalchio)

5. It was originally the name given by the Greeks to a special marble found in Asia Minor used in caskets because it was believed to have the property of destroying the entire body, except for the teeth, within a few weeks. Many Greek and Etruscan ones were made in the shape of a couch, while under the rule of the Roman emperors they were elaborately decorated with mythological scenes carved on the sides and statues of the deceased placed on the lid. From the Greek for “flesh eater”, FTP, what are these elaborate burial caskets most famously used in Egypt?

Answer: sarcophagus (or sarcophagi)

6. He explained his get-rich scheme in an 1885 letter to his mother thusly: “Several thousand rifles are on their way to me from Europe. I am going to set up a caravan, and carry this merchandise to Menelik, the king of Shoa.” This twenty-something vagabond had already been a tutor, beggar, docker, factory worker, soldier, thief, and coffee trader, before taking up gun running in Ethiopia; all of this occurring after his infamous relationship and breakup with Paul Verlaine. FTP, identify this French poet of A Season in Hell.

Answer: Arthur Rimbaud
7. Hendrik Lenstra was able to complete M.C. Escher's Print Gallery by showing that the picture naturally lives on one of these. Topologically, they are tori, but have a complex structure derived by quotienting the complex plane by two linearly independent periods. Lenstra earlier had used their group law to design an integer factoring algorithm. FTP, name these genus 1 algebraic curves, given by equations of the form y squared equals a cubic in x.
Answer: elliptic curves
8. The fighting was limited mainly to Allahabad, Lucknow, Meerut, and other places in the Ganges Valley, although there were also skirmishes in Madras, Bombay, and the Punjab. British commander Colin Campbell was successful in squashing this effort by natives hoping to restore the Mogul emperor, Bahadur Shah II, to power. It was triggered by a rumor that a new type of paper cartridge was greased with animal fat, which was religiously offensive to Indian soldiers in the British armed forces. FTP, name this Indian Mutiny of 1857.

Answer: Sepoy Mutiny (or Sepoy Rebellion or Sepoy Uprising)

9. He co-authored A Skeleton Key to Finnegan’s Wake with Henry Morton Robinson, and was also greatly influenced by Thomas Mann. An avid follower of Jung, he achieved a breakthrough in his studies when he noticed the similarities of Arthurian legend and Native American folklore. A great influence on George Lucas who famously used his studies for Star Wars, the event which introduced him to many Americans was actually filmed at Lucas’ ranch. FTP, name this authority on comparative religion and mythology whose idea of the universal hero’s journey was laid out in his work The Hero with a Thousand Faces and the PBS special The Power of Myth.

Answer: Joseph Campbell

10. Known in Latin as Stella Maris, “star of the sea”, she had a sanctuary at Delos, and one of the best preserved of her temples can be found in Pompeii. She was a “mistress of magic” who with a clever scheme found out the name of the sun god, and she was later associated with countless other deities including Fortuna, Demeter, and Artemis. The daughter of Geb and Nut, and a goddess of fertility and motherhood, FTP, name this goddess, mother of Horus and wife of Osiris.

Answer: Isis (or Aset)

11. In 1787, this playwright advocated the impeachment of Warren Hastings as governor-general of India in his famous “Begums speech.” He spoke without notes for over five hours, with such skill and feeling that both sides of the House of Commons reportedly jumped to their feet with applause. Although he had not been active for many years, when the Drury Lane Theater burned down in 1809, this man was left destitute due to loss of income, and he found himself imprisoned in “sponging houses” for unpaid debtors. FTP, name the playwright whose lasting fame today rests on his plays The School for Scandal and The Rivals.

Answer: Richard Brinsley Sheridan

12. It was a common name for the queens of ancient Ethiopia, one of whom made war on the Roman governor of Egypt in 22 BC. It is the first name of the author who has penned two ongoing mystery series featuring medieval sleuths: the Margaret Kerr Mysteries and the Owen Archer Mysteries. It is also the first name of the actress who made her screen debut in the 1966 movie The Group, but who has also appeared in Carnal Knowledge and Miss Congeniality. FTP, give the first name of the actress best known for her hit TV show Murphy Brown.

Answer: Candace (or Candice)

13. The son of a petty salt merchant and his concubine, he joined the Methodist Church in 1931 and created the New Life Movement. When revolts broke out in China in October 1911, he resigned from the Japanese Army, returned to the Chinese mainland and took the field against the Manchu forces. A capable commander, he led a successful attack on Hangchow and later held military positions in the Shanghai area. During World War II, his forces fought both the Japanese and the Communist insurgents led by Mao.  FTP, name this Chinese leader forced to retreat to Taiwan in 1949.

Answer: Chiang Kai-shek

14. One municipality mostly within its bounds has, until very recently, had a total population of 22 people, not entirely unexpected, as much of its land use is given over to industry and transportation. Conservation efforts have resulted in the christening of Richard W. DeKorte Park, as well as an effort to establish “smart growth” in areas like Secaucus, and, perhaps more importantly, a decrease in the dumping of materials such as toxic chemicals and Jimmy Hoffa.  FTP, name this wetlands in New Jersey most famous for being home to a racetrack, as well as pro sports teams such as the Nets, Devils, and Giants.

Answer: New Jersey Meadowlands
15. George Olah's 1994 Chemistry Nobel came for his preparation of stable ones using superacids. They always form as intermediates in SN1 and E1 reactions, and in electrophilic addition of halides to alkenes. They are more stable when more highly substituted, leading to the virtual non-existence of primary forms and the predominance of tertiary ones. Carbonium and carbenium are examples of, FTP, what class of species containing a positively charged carbon?

Answer: carbocation

16. An illegitimate son of Pepin of Herstal, he served as a Mayor of the Palace under the Merovingians after seizing power in Austrasia from Pepin’s widow. Though never officially crowned as king, his military campaigns left him in control of most of Frisia, Burgundy, and Acquitaine, essentially ensuring that he ruled all of Gaul. Dividing the land between his sons Carloman and Pepin the Short, name this Frankish leader, whose victory over Abd-er-Rahman at Tours in 732 earned him the nickname “Hammer.”

Answer: Charles “the Hammer” Martel 

17. After the death of Ian Fleming, he wrote both the James Bond adventure Colonel Sun and the study The James Bond Dossier. Upon his death in 1995, he had over 20 novels to his credit, along with several early volumes of poetry, starting with Black November. He was a noted member of “The Movement,” a group that included Elisabeth Jennings and Philip Larkin. His first novel was his most successful, introducing a comic main character who would return in That Uncertain Feeling and I Like It Here.  FTP, identify this man, author of Lucky Jim.

Answer: Kingsley Amis

18. Surface pressure here is more than 1.5 bar, and sparse methane clouds have been observed near the south pole. A possible ethane ocean and trace amounts of various organic compounds in the thick nitrogen atmosphere make it one of the best possibilities for alien life. Discovered by Huygens in 1665, it is scheduled to be visited by the Cassini space probe in 2004. FTP, name this largest moon of Saturn.

Answer: Titan
19. In the 16th century it was cleaned with fresh vegetable oil leading two Russian scientists in April 2002 to announce that it was 1,300 years older than the 1988 carbon-dating study had estimated. However, two different Russian scientists later announced that their compatriots made a calculation error by not accounting for different ratios between the carbon 14 and carbon 12 in the vegetable oil. First brought to Europe by a 14th century crusader, it has been enshrined in an Italian city since 1578. FTP, name this object which bears the reverse image of a crucified man with hollowed eyes who is wearing a crown of thorns.

Answer: Shroud of Turin
20. Born in Bradford, England to German parents, he persuaded his father to let him try his hand at cultivating oranges in Florida in 1884. His plantation, Solano Grove, and the spirituals of its black workers inspired his Florida Suite. After returning to Europe to finish his musical education he composed several operas, including Irmelin and Koanga, orchestral works such as Paa Viderne, and the symphonic poem Life’s Dance. FTP, name this composer, best remembered for such works as the choral Appalachia, the orchestral On hearing the first Cuckoo in Spring and his operatic masterpiece A Village Romeo and Juliet.

Answer: Frederick Delius 
(Tiebreaker/Extra) 

21. The illegitimate son of a Tuscan merchant and a French woman, he was groomed from an early age to study commerce and law. He preferred to write, however, and his earliest works, inspired by a woman he referred to as Fiammetta, include Filocolo and Amorosa visione. A scholar of Dante and friend of Petrarch, he produced a famous commentary on the Inferno drawn from a series of lectures in Florence. He is best known, however, for a work critical of the Church’s sexual mores. FTP, name this medieval Italian, author of the Decameron.  

Answer: Giovanni Boccaccio
BONUSES

1. Answer these questions relating to the death of “Wild Bill” Hickok, FTPE:

A. (10) At the time of his death, Hickok was playing poker, and had this “dead man’s hand”?

Answer: 2 Aces and 2 Eights (technically, a Jack as well, but that’s not necessary)

B. (10) Name the man who shot Hickok, believing that he had killed his brother several years earlier.

Answer: Jack McCall
C. (10) Give the name of the saloon Hickok was playing poker in when he was killed.

Answer: Sweeney’s Silver Dollar Saloon

2. Identify these works about life in trench warfare, FTPE.  

A. (10) Considered the classic trench warfare novel, this book is narrated by the 19 year old Paul Baumer.  

Answer: All Quiet on the Western Front
B. (10) Chronicling the trenches in WWI from the British side, this autobiography by Robert Graves tells of time he spent as a Royal Welsh Fusillier.  

Answer: Goodbye to All That
C. (10) Proving that trenches were used during other wars as well, this Orwell memoir describes the author’s time fighting against Franco’s army during the Spanish Civil War.

Answer: Homage to Catalonia
3. Identify these polymers, FTPE. 

A. (10) This polymer, which comes in high and low-density forms, is formed by monomers of the formula CH2CH2 and is used in the formation of plastic bags and milk containers.

Answer: polyethylene (or PE)

B. (10) This polymer, used to make Styrofoam, has the same structure as polyethylene except that one of the four hydrogens in the monomer is replaced with a benzene ring. 

Answer: polystyrene (or PS)

C. (10) This polymer, which forms acid rain when burned, is made by addition polymerization of monomers of chloroethene.

Answer: polyvinyl chloride (or PVC)

4. Identify the following non-related Greek mythological figures from clues, FTPE. 

A. (10) This flute player lost a musical contest to Apollo and got flayed alive as a result.

Answer: Marsyas
B. (10) She got hitched to Theseus after he dumped her sister Ariadne.

Answer: Phaedre
C. (10) The brother of Circe, he was also the father of Medea and king of Colchis.

Answer: Aeetes
5. Identify these lesser-known Muppets from descriptions, FTSNOP.

A. (5,5) Named for New York hotels, these two “old fools” rarely left their theater box and are best known for making snide remarks. Name them for five points each. 

Answer: Statler and Waldorf     

B. (10) FTP, Originally designed as a man, this long-lashed, blonde-haired Muppet was the lead guitarist for The Electric Mayhem and can often be seen on the dance floor with bassist Floyd.

Answer: Janice
C. (10) FTP, This yellow and black striped cat wore an eyepatch and was one of the few Muppets who acted like the animal he was supposed to be.

Answer: Gaffer
6. Identify the following barbarian tribes of the Dark Ages, FTPE.

A. (10) This tribe occupied what is now Hungary and harassed the Byzantine Empire until they were destroyed by Charlemagne.

Answer: Avars
B. (10) This tribe in the territory north of the Black Sea converted to Judaism.  They were conquered by the Mongols.

Answer: Khazars
C. (10) This tribe, a branch of the Huns, attacked both Sassanid Persia and Gupta India in the 5th and 6th centuries.

Answer: Hephthalites (accept White Huns)

7. Answer these questions about Vergil’s Aeneid, FTPE.

A. (10) This is the location in Italy where Aeneas meets the Sibyl and descends to the Underworld.

Answer: Cumae
B. (10) This warrior is Aeneas’ primary adversary in the second half of the poem and is killed by him in the final lines.

Answer: Turnus
C. (10) During the sack of Troy, Aeneas witnesses the murder of King Priam by this man.

Answer: Neoptolemus (or Pyrrhus)

8. Name the following types of joints, FTPE. 

A. (10) This type, which can be found at the hips and shoulders, allows for the greatest movement.

Answer: ball and socket joint

B. (10) Movable joints that allow for back and forth movement as exemplified by the joint between the humerus and ulna at the elbow.

Answer: hinge joint

C. (10) Located between vertebrae, these joints occur where one part of a bone slides over another.

Answer: gliding joint

9. Answer the following questions about the title character of a book of the Bible, FTSNOP.

A. (5) FFP, Name this man from the land of Uz who lost his family and his wealth and who is visited by three friends.

Answer: Job
B. (5,5,5) Name the three friends, for five points each.  

Answer: Eliphaz, Zophar, Bildad
C. (10) And, for a final ten points, name the additional friend who shows up to criticize both Job’s friends and Job himself.

Answer: Elihu
10. Answer the following questions about an incident from early American history, FTSNOP.

A. (10) FTP, what is the name usually given to the war fought among colonial settlers and Native Americans in New England in 1675-76?

Answer: King Philip’s War

B. (5,5) King Philip was the name colonial settlers gave to this Native American chief who led attacks on colonial villages and settlers. Give his Native American name and the name of his tribe, for five points each. 

Answer: Metacomet of the Wampanoag tribe

C. (10) FTP, Metacomet was the son of this Wampanoag chief, who ironically had fifty years earlier befriended and saved the original Plymouth Colony from starvation.

Answer: Massasoit
11. Answer the following about blackbodies, FTPE.

A. (10) This man found an empirical formula which accurately reproduces the blackbody spectrum at small wavelengths, but fails for large wavelengths.

Answer: Wilhelm Wien
B. (10) This law states that the total energy flux radiated by a blackbody is equal to the constant of the same name times the fourth power of the absolute temperature.

Answer: Stefan-Boltzmann law

C. (10) Wien stated this formula which gives the frequency or wavelength of maximum emission as a function of temperature.

Answer: Wien's displacement law (or Wien's first law)

12. Name the brother from The Brothers Karamazov from short descriptions, FTPE. 

A. (10) 27 year old womanizing spendthrift son

Answer: Dmitry
B. (10) The intellectual 23 year old

Answer: Ivan
C. (10) The gentle, religious 20-year-old

Answer: Aleksei (or Alyosha)
13. Identify these Russian cities from descriptions, FTPE. 

A. (10) Formerly known as Gorky, it is the administrative center of the Volga district and is a major river port situated on the Volga and Oka rivers. 

Answer: Nizhny Novgorod 

B. (10) Formerly Sverdlovsk, this city sits in the eastern foothills of the central Urals, on the Iset River. One of the largest cities of the Urals, Czar Nicholas and his family were imprisoned and shot by the Bolsheviks here in 1918.

Answer Yekaterinburg (or Ekaterinburg)

C. (10) Capital of Maritime Territory in the Russian Far East, it is situated on a peninsula that extends between two bays of the Sea of Japan

Answer: Vladivostok
14. Identify the Cold War treaty given a description of its provisions and the year it was signed, FTPE. 

A. (10) 1991 – Provided for a 25% reduction in both USSR and USA nuclear weapons.

Answer: START (or Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty)

B. (10) 1972 – Limited for five years the deployment of strategic weapons systems.

Answer: SALT 1 (or 1st Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty)

C. (10) 1963 – Prohibited atmospheric, underwater and outer space nuclear testing

Answer: Limited Test Ban Treaty
15. Answer these questions about Citizen Kane, FTPE.

A. (10) Much of the stylistic success of the film was due to this innovative cameraman who shot the film using deep-focus shots and low-angled shots revealing ceilings. 

Answer: Gregg Toland
B. (10) William Randolph Hearst is generally considered the role model for Charles Foster Kane. Name the estate built by Kane in the movie, which is modeled after Hearst’s San Simeon, California ranch.

Answer: Xanadu
C. (10) For a final and very cheap ten points, this was the name of Kane’s childhood sled.

Answer: Rosebud
16. Identify these types of bonds, FTPE. 

A. (10) The first covalent bond formed between two nuclei is this type, formed by atomic orbital overlap along the internuclear axis.

Answer: sigma bond

B. (10) This type of non-ionic bond forms between a Lewis acid and a Lewis base when both electrons are supplied by a lone pair on the Lewis base.

Answer: coordinate covalent bond 

C. (10) A bond formed by the sideways overlap of two parallel p orbitals, they result from the concentration of electron density above and below the bond axis and exhibit binodal planar symmetry. 

Answer: pi bond

17. Name these famous music theorists FTP each:

A. (10) This man was the first to codify the system of tonal harmony and introduce the “basse fundamentale” in his landmark Traite de l’harmonie.  He was also the well-known composer of Baroque French operas such as Castor et Pollux.

Answer: Jean-Phillipe Rameau     

B. (10) This American pioneered the concept of the secondary dominant in his Harmony, a widely used theory textbook updated by DeVoto after his death.  He was less influential as a composer of technically brilliant works such as The Incredible Flautist.

Answer: Walter Piston
C. (10) Author of such treatises as Free Composition, he is best known for his namesake analysis of tonal music which attempts to reduce even the most complex pieces to an Urline of three or five pairs of notes in counterpoint outlining an I-V-I progression.

Answer: Heinrich Schenker
18. Identify these concepts from syntactic theory, FTP each.  

A. (10) The part of the grammar containing all words in a language and relevant syntactic information about those words.  

Answer: lexicon
B. (10) The part of the grammar regulating the structure of phrases, it states that all phrases are projected on two levels by a single head.  

Answer: X-bar theory

C. (10) The part of the grammar determining interpretation of noun phrases, it has different categories for pronouns, reflexives, and r-expressions.

Answer: binding theory
19. Answer the following tea related questions, FTPE. 

A. (10) This popular black tea was named for the second earl in his line, who was also prime minister to King William IV in the early 19th century.

Answer: Earl Grey 

B. (10) An amalgamation of Indian and Sri Lankan teas, Earl Grey gets its elusive flavor from oil of what herb, which is also known by the names Scarlet Monarda, Oswego Tea, and Bee Balm?

Answer: bergamot
C. (10) This tea is produced from leaves that are partially fermented, a process that creates teas with a flavor, color and aroma that falls between black tea and green tea. The best known variety is “formosa,” from Taiwan.

Answer: Oolong
20. Identify these works by Mark Twain, FTPE. 

A. (10) First published in 1897, the first half of the book takes place in Australasia.  The book also includes accounts of the Indian practice of suttee and the Thugs.

Answer: Following the Equator
B. (10) First published in 1880, Twain undertook an expedition to Europe in order to escape from the growing harassment of business responsibilities and to collect material for this book.

Answer: Tramp Abroad
C. (10) First published in 1872, this work romanticizes the West of Twain’s youth. One famous anecdote tells of the coyote being pursued by a hound who vanishes with a “rushing sound, and the sudden splitting of a long crack in the atmosphere.”

Answer: Roughing It
