BUZZERFEST VI: RETURN OF THE JEFF

Packet by Delaware A (& South Carolina A & Illinois A)

TOSSUPS

1. Rumored to be a Hakka, the existence of an American grandchild born in New York City was a huge joke among the Chinese elite. He received technical training in a French factory at 17, but learned more about French communism under his mentor, Zhou En Lai. He became secretary general of the Communist Party in 1956, but lost all power a decade later. Purged again by the Gang of Four, he regained power and had 100,000 longtime political prisoners set free in 1978.  FTP, name this 4’ 11” Chinese leader who died in 1997.

Answer: Deng Xiaoping 

2. “The Golden Age”, “the Last Generation”, and “Earth and the Overlords” are the titles of the three sections of the book. It opens during the Cold War, when gigantic alien spaceships appear over all of Earth's major cities. By the novel’s end, Jan Rodricks is the last living human, and is present to see the final consumption of earth as the rest of humanity evolves to a higher plane of existence. FTP, what book, whose title refers to that evolution, was originally published in 1953 and written by Arthur C. Clarke? 

Answer: Childhood’s End
3. It violates the usual rule that -OH is a poor leaving group. Its first step results in hydrogen gas and alkoxide ion, which acts as a nucleophile and attacks the electrophilic carbon of the alkyl halide. Elimination predominates when the halide is tertiary and Sn2 proceeds if the halide is primary. Beginning with the reaction of a metal with alcohol, FTP name this reaction named after an English chemist that synthesizes ether.

Answer: Williamson ether synthesis

4. It was the first book to connect climate and human temperament, showing that women in temperate climates mature later and have more control over their husbands. The author says he should think himself the most happy of mortals if he can show enlightened men what blessings their governments are. Advocating tolerance, constitutionalism, and liberty, and showing the benefits that flow to regimes that further them, the author declares: “Republics end with luxury; monarchies with poverty.” Arguing for a separation of powers, FTP, what is this 1748 political treatise of Baron de Montesquieu?

Answer: The Spirit of Laws (or The Spirit of the Laws or L'Esprit des Lois)

5. Although he is not Perry Mason, his secretary’s first name is Della, and he has degrees from Harvard, Yale, MIT, Oxford, the Sorbonne, and the Louvre.  He calls David Crosby when he feels the need to drink and his business card is also a sponge. FTP, name this Springfield shyster who has been “clogging our courts since 1976, ” owns I Can’t Believe It’s a Law Firm and also goes by the name Miguel Sanchez.

Answer: Lionel Hutz
6. Frank Norris said it was distinct because “great terrible dramas no longer happen among the personnel of a feudal or Renaissance nobility, but among the lower – almost the lowest – classes.”  The study of “human beasts” in their environments was detailed in The Experimental Novel of Emile Zola and its American exponents included Theodore Dreiser and Stephen Crane.  FTP, name this literary movement that employed scientific detachment to write about men making the best of their circumstances. 

Answer: naturalism (do not accept realism)

7. He kept the enchanted spear of Len by his cheek, outwitting the goblin Aillen (OIL-len) and saving the court of Tara from its annual burning on the feast of Samhain (SAV-oin). During his youth, he studied under the druid Bodhmall (BOTH-mall) and the warrior Liath Luachra (LEE-ath LOO-ak-ra) before avenging his father's death at the hands of Goll mac Morna. FTP, name this leader of the Fianna, catcher of the Salmon of Knowledge, and hero of the Fenian Cycle.

Answer: Finn MacCool (or Fionn mac Cumhail, accept similar pronunciations)

8. Baron von Aehrenthal tried to revive it in 1910, but it ended in 1887, when a Russian-backed coup in Bulgaria toppled Alexander von Battenberg. The treaty codifying it devolved into the Russo-German Reinsurance Treaty negotiated by Nikolai Giers, and Caprivi allowed it to expire in 1890. It had effectively been eclipsed when Bismarck and Andrassy negotiated the German-Austrian Dual Alliance of 1879. FTP, name this 1872 alliance named after Alexander II, Franz Joseph and William I.

Answer: Three Emperor's League (or Dreikaiserbund)

9. These regions are associated with Wadati-Benioff zones of deep seismicity, and volcanic arc formation. Affected slabs have been mapped using seismic tomography as deep as the 660 km boundary. They act to balance the production of new lithosphere at mid-ocean ridges, and typically have an adjacent deep-ocean trench. FTP, name these regions of plate convergence where an oceanic plate slides under another plate. 

Answer: subduction zone (prompt on convergent plate boundary)

10. His famous dying words were, “only one man ever understood me and even he didn’t really understand me.” He held a position at Jena (YENA) in 1806, and spoke with admiration of Napoleon’s victory and with satisfaction at the overthrow of the Prussians. A proponent of absolute idealism, he rejected the traditional distinction of subjective from objective and gave intellectual foundation to modern nationalism in his Philosophy of Right.  FTP, name this German philosopher whose other works include Science of Logic and The Phenomenology of Mind, creator of the dialectic process.

Answer: Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel
11. Broca's area is visible in one fossil braincase, indicating that it may have been capable of primitive speech. The most complete specimen, the ER 1470 skull found at Koobi Fora, has been reclassified by some scientists as the new species “Homo rudolfensis.” The three skulls discovered in the 1960s were nicknamed “Cinderella,” “Twiggy,” and, after the location of discovery, “Olduvai George.” FTP, name this tool-making human ancestor found by Louis

Leakey and often called the “handy man.”

Answer: Homo habilis
12. The Romanian Third Army, facing the bridgehead over the Don at Serafimovich, was quickly overrun by the Soviet tank forces of Operation Uranus. Despite the overconfident assurances of Herman Goering, the Luftwaffe was unable to supply the trapped Sixth Army. It finally surrendered on February 2nd, despite von Paulus's promotion to field marshal, after fighting for six months amid the ruins of the tractor factories; the sniper duel between Zaitsev (ZITE-zev) and Koenig portrayed in the film Enemy at the Gates is thought to be apocryphal. FTP, name this battle for control of the city now called Volgograd.

Answer: Battle of Stalingrad
13. An Italian sailor allegedly swore on his deathbed that the death of this man was not an accident, and when his body was found, he had a volume of Aeschylus in one pocket and pages of poems in another. His first important poem, Queen Mab, was followed by Hymn to Intellectual Beauty and Mont Blanc. Drowned off the coast of Italy in July 1822, this is, FTP, what poet of Prometheus Unbound and Ozymandias. 

Answer: Percy Bysshe Shelley
14. It led Operation Power Pack, intervention in the Dominican Republic, and Operation Golden Pheasant, an exercise in Honduras intended to intimidate the Sandinistas. Its greatest hero was Sergeant Alvin York; in World War II its leaders included Omar Bradley, James Gavin, and Matthew Ridgway. On its creation in 1917, it was the first unit to induct soldiers from all 48 states, earning it the nickname “All American.” FTP, name the US army’s largest formation of paratroopers, now serving in Afghanistan and Iraq but based at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

Answer: 82nd Airborne Division
15. It was developed in 1964 from the ideas of David Bohm. The lack of spacelike separation in a 1982 test by Aspect left loopholes preventing its complete acceptance. Aspect’s test tackled the questions of timing and Einstein locality. Directly concerned with the assumptions of the EPR paradox, FTP, what theorem of quantum mechanics says that any theory with local hidden variables must satisfy certain inequalities?

Answer: Bell’s theorem or inequality (or Bell-Wigner)

16. It saw the first use of the French horn in an English orchestra. Sections are usually scored for horns in F, flutes in G and trumpets in D, although the original order is unknown. Its overture with two solo violins probably was not originally intended for outdoor performance. Its three suites are not actually meant for dancing, merely being based on the French form, and its “Country Dance” is a tribute to the composer’s adopted country. FTP, name this Georg Friedrich Handel composition that George I had played three times in a row on a boating expedition.

Answer: Water Music
17. It was originally introduced by John Muth in the 1960s, and has been an important component of the efficient markets theory of securities prices, life-cycle theories of consumption, and the theory of “tax smoothing.” Made more famous by a University of Chicago economist in the 1970s, it questioned the assumptions of the Phillips Curve and led to the “policy ineffectiveness proposition” because people should not be fooled by government attempts to manipulate the economy. FTP, name this economic concept that says people adjust their behavior based on what they anticipate, developed by Robert Lucas.

Answer: Rational Expectations
18. Barelli and Zucalli built its Italian baroque church, the Theatinerkirche, in 1620. The Schwabing house is the greatest Jugendstil building in this city, while the Alte Pinakothek holds works by Altdorfer, Gruenewald, and Durer. The domination of the Wittelsbach family was ended by the brief foundation of a Soviet in 1919. The Reds were in turn replaced by right-wing extremists who failed in the Beer Hall Putsch, but went on to bully Daladier and Chamberlain in a famous 1938 meeting. FTP, name this city on the Isar, the capital of Bavaria and site of Oktoberfest.

Answer: Munich
19. The dockside setting of this play was torn down to build the World Trade Center and one of its characters was the focus of the author’s play Tomorrow. One character wants to rejoin the police force, another is an anarchist, while a third hopes to make a political comeback. Their comfortable routine of griping and drinking is shattered by the appearance of a preacher’s son who urges them to put down their cups and start life anew. However, Hickey turns out to be a crazed wife murderer, in, FTP, what Eugene O’Neill work set in Harry Hope’s tavern.

Answer: The Iceman Cometh
20. This compound's active site depurinates a specific adenine of the 28s rRNA, causing inactivation of the eukaryotic large ribosomal subunit and preventing protein synthesis. This activity is catalytic, making this compound one of the most potent cytotoxins known, with an oral LD50 of 30 micrograms/kg. When ingested, it causes intense abdominal pain, vomiting, and bloody diarrhea. FTP, reports of this poison’s recent appearance in the Paris Metro in fact referred to wheat germ.

Answer: ricin
(Tiebreaker/Extra) 

21. Although an early realist work, Dead Rabbit with Copper Pot, won the Chase still-life prize, it prompted her to give up painting for four years. Later she met Arthur Wesley Dow, who instructed her in the Japanese arrangement of light and dark called “notan.” Other influences included the precisionists Charles Sheeler and Charles Demuth, as well as the photographer

Alfred Stieglitz, whom she married in 1924. FTP, name this artist, whose summers in New Mexico influenced works such as Cow Skull, Red, White, and Blue, and Black Iris.

Answer: Georgia O'Keeffe
BONUSES

1. Answer the following about sports announcers with annoying tendencies, FTPE.

A. (10) His unique phrases include “3-D man”, “blender”, “perimeter J”, and “Wilson sandwich”, and he also has the habit of appending the word “baby” to every sentence he utters.

Answer: Dick Vitale
B. (10) He was the NBA MVP during the 1977-1978 season for the Portland Trail Blazers, is in the Grateful Dead Hall of Honor and always manages to repeat his catch phrases several times. He should never have been allowed to interview his son.

Answer: Bill Walton
C. (10) He was drafted in the second round of the 1988 NBA draft by the Charlotte Hornets and his seven-year career included stints with the Warriors, Magic, Clippers and Hornets. He often works on ABC or ESPN alongside Bill Walton, and usually makes terrible jokes.

Answer: Tom Tolbert
2. Answer these questions about a World War II battle, FTPE.

A. (10) This sixth century Benedictine monastery was defended by fifteen German divisions. Several American attacks were repulsed, but it was taken by French and Polish forces in May 1944 after intense bombing.

Answer: Monte Cassino
B. (10) This general had been deputy commander of Italian forces since 1942 and led the German retreat. He nearly stopped Mark Clark’s landing at Salerno and did prevent an airborne assault on Rome.

Answer: Albert Kesselring
C. (10) This was Kesselring’s defensive line south of Rome. Besides Monte Cassino, it also included the Garigliano and Rapido rivers and the Allies attempted to break it by taking Anzio.

Answer: Gustav Line

3. Name these types of detectors, FTPE.

A. (10) Electrons emitted from the photocathode are accelerated toward a series of dynodes, creating a cascade of thousands to millions of electrons per incoming photon.

Answer: photomultiplier tube

B. (10) Invented by Samuel Langley, this device measures radiation by finding the change in resistance caused by heating.

Answer: bolometer
C. (10) Developed by Glaser, this type of particle detector consists of a tank of unstable transparent fluid. When a charged particle passes through, it initiates boiling along its path.  

Answer: bubble chamber

4. Identify these Fritz Lang films, FTPE. 

A. (10) In the socially stratified world of 2026, Freder falls in love with Maria and learns of her people’s horrible conditions. She becomes a robot and he becomes the new ruler.

Answer: Metropolis
B. (10) The first sound movie made in Germany, Peter Lorre portrays a child killer. Apparently based on the “Vampire of Dusseldorf”, its serial killer’s rage is tied to Grieg’s Hall of the Mountain King. 

Answer: M
C. (10) This 1932 movie about an evil genius wreaking havoc has an asylum inmate spouting Nazi propaganda. Goebbels saw it and invited Lang to supervise the making of Nazi films.

Answer: The Last Will of Dr. Mabuse (or Das Testament des Dr. Mabuse)

5. Answer these questions about an author, FTPE.

A. (10) Chairman of the Icelandic high court, he sold out to Norway’s Haakon IV, who later had him killed with an axe. He wrote about his heroic ancestor in his Egil’s Saga.

Answer: Snorri Sturluson (or Snorri Sturlasson)

B. (10) This work of Snorri Sturlson describes the origin and exploits of the gods and its sections include “Gylfaginning”, “Skaldskaparmal” and “Hattatal.”

Answer: Prose Edda (or Snorra Edda or Younger Edda)

C. (10) This work details Norway’s history, especially the deeds of its kings from antiquity to 1177. Its title comes from the opening line and means “circle of the world.”

Answer: Heimskringla
6. Answer these questions about the Wars of the Roses, FTPE.

A. (10) The wars began because both sides claimed descent from this king through his sons John of Gaunt and Edmund of Langley. 

Answer: Edward III
B. (10) This battle took place on May 22, 1455. Henry VI was captured and the Yorkists were in control for nearly five years of the ensuing truce.

Answer: First St. Albans
C. (10) Fought near the border with Wales in 1471, Margaret of Anjou had fled here after learning of Warwick’s defeat at Barnet. Edward IV destroyed her army and killed her son.

Answer: Tewkesbury
7. Given one or more rivers, tell me what lake or sea they flow into, five for one, ten for two, twenty for three, and thirty points for all four. 

A. Amu Darya, Syr Darya 

Answer: Aral Sea 

B. Dnieper 

Answer: Black Sea 

C. St. Mary's, Saginaw 

Answer: Lake Huron 
D. Niagara 

Answer: Lake Ontario
8. Answer the following about antibiotics, FTSNOP.

A. (5) FFP, this antibiotic was isolated in 1928 by Alexander Fleming.  


Answer: penicillin
B. (10) FTP, penicillins and many other antibiotics inhibit the cross-linking of this molecule, preventing the formation of a functional wall, particularly in gram-positive species.

Answer: peptidoglycan

C. (15) For fifteen points, this glycopeptide antibiotic of last resort is used in cases where lesser drugs don’t work, especially against resistant staphylococcus infections.

Answer: vancomycin
9. Rolling Stone songs from lyrics, FTPE.

A. (10) “And I went down to the demonstration, to get my fair share of abuse.”

Answer: You Can't Always Get What You Want
B. (10) “I laid a divorcee in New York City, I had to put up some kind of fight. The lady then she covered me in roses.”

Answer: Honky Tonk Woman
C. (10) “I stuck around in St. Petersburg, when it was a time for a change, killed the czar and his minister, Anastasia screamed in vain.”

Answer: Sympathy For The Devil

10. Persian emperors, FTPE.

A. (10) The first Acheamenid emperor, he captured Media and defeated the Lydians under Croesus. 

Answer: Cyrus the Great (or Cyrus II)

B. (10) This emperor's ascension was not assured until he defeated Cyrus the Younger at the battle of Cunaxa. 

Answer: Artaxerxes II
C. (10) The last emperor of the Acheamenid dynasty, he was killed shortly after his defeat by Alexander the Great at Gaugamela. 

Answer: Darius III (Do not accept Darius the Great)

11. Name the American author, 30-20-10.

A. (30) Her autobiography, 1984’s One Writer's Beginnings, ends “As you have seen, I am a writer who came of a sheltered life. A sheltered life can be a daring life as well. For all serious daring starts from within.”

B. (20) Born in 1909, she first gained fame with 1941’s A Curtain of Green. 

C. (10) This recently deceased Southern writer won the 1973 Pulitzer Prize for fiction for her novel The Optimist’s Daughter.

Answer: Eudora Welty
12. Name these people from the New Testament, FTPE.

A. (10) He was chosen to make sure that Greek-speaking widows in Jerusalem got their fair share of food and became the first Christian martyr when the Sanhedrin stoned him to death.

Answer: Stephen
B. (10) Paul chose this man to accompany him on a missionary trip through Asia Minor and Greece after his disagreement with St. Barnabas.

Answer: Silas
C. (10) This disciple of Paul was dispatched to Crete and was considered proof that a non-Jew could become a good Christian. 

Answer: Titus
13. Answer these questions about making stuff really, really cold, FTPE.

A. (10) This effect named for two scientists is a consequence of non-ideal behavior, and is used to liquefy gases by forcing them through a throttling valve at conditions below the inversion point of the gas.        

Answer: Joule-Thomson effect (or Joule-Kelvin effect)

B. (10) This is the name of the triple point temperature of Helium-4 where vapor, normal fluid, and superfluid phases coexist.

Answer: lambda point
C. (10) This technique is used to achieve temperatures in the millikelvin range. A “pill” of a paramagnetic salt of gadolinium or iron is subjected to a strong magnetic field that aligns its magnetic dipoles. The magnetic field is then lowered, cooling the pill.

Answer: adiabatic demagnetization
14. The mostly self-educated main character reads only three books which give him insight into the roles of politics, emotion, and religion in human life. Answer these questions, FTSNOP. 

A. (10) First, that character is the monster in what 1818 novel, subtitled A Modern Prometheus. 

Answer: Frankenstein
B. (20) Now name the three books, one for five, two for ten, or all three for twenty points. The political work was written by a Greek historian in the Roman Empire, the work dealing with emotion was written by a German less than fifty years earlier, and the work dealing with religion was written by an Englishman in 1667. 

Answer: Parallel Lives (or Plutarch’s Lives), Sorrows of Young Werther, Paradise Lost
15. Identify the following civil rights leaders, FTPE.

A. (10) The NAACP's field secretary for Mississippi, he was shot and killed by Byron de la Beckwith in 1963.

Answer: Medgar Evers
B. (10) Originally from Trinidad, this man was a member of the Freedom Riders, and the SNCC, and eventually moved to Guinea and founded the All-African People’s Revolutionary Party.

Answer: Stokeley Carmichael (or Kwame Toure)

C. (10) This cofounder and defense minister of the Black Panther Party was convicted of killing a police officer in 1967, and was himself killed in Oakland in 1989.

Answer: Huey Percy Newton
16. Answer the following questions about Ragnarok, FTPE.

A. (10) Ragnarok will be preceded by Fimbulvetr, the winter of winters. How many consecutive winters will follow each other with no summers in between?

Answer: 3
B. (10) At Ragnarok, what god will engage the Midgard Serpent in a violent struggle that results in the death of both of them? 

Answer: Thor
C. (10) What son of Odin will kill Fenrir after the giant wolf kills his father? He will be one of a handful of Aesir to survive Ragnarok. 

Answer: Vidar
17. Identify the data compression schemes, FTPE. 

A. (10) In one version of this scheme, four or more consecutive bytes with the same value are replaced by a marker byte and a byte giving the number of repetitions. 

Answer: Run Length Coding 

B. (10) This scheme generates a prefix-free code by building up a binary tree in a manner such that less frequently occurring characters are found deeper in the tree and hence have a longer code then more frequently occurring ones. It has been proven to be optimal. 

Answer: Huffman Coding 

C. (10) This scheme, which like Huffman coding is based upon character frequencies, encodes a string as a real number between 0 and 1. 

Answer: Arithmetic Coding

18. Name the psychological concept, 30-20-10. 

A. (30) It was introduced by Irving Janis in 1971 after he studied the Pearl Harbor attack, and the Bay of Pigs invasion.

B. (20) Characteristics include an illusion of invulnerability and a stereotyped view of the opponent.

C. (10) This is a phenomenon where members suppress dissent to maintain harmony, and blindly convince themselves that their position is correct.

Answer: groupthink
19. Composers of Les Six from works, FTPE.

A. (10) Pacific 231, The King David
Answer: Arthur Honegger
B. (10) The Houseparty, Dialogues of the Carmelites
Answer: Francis Poulenc
C. (10) Incidental music for Agamemnon, The Creation of the World
Answer: Darius Milhaud
20. FTPE, name these English words which arise from the names of characters in Dickens novels.

A. (10) This word refers to a dreamy, improvident optimist. It comes from a debtor in David Copperfield who was apparently based on the author’s father.

Answer: Micawber
B. (10) Meaning a refusal to acknowledge disagreeable situations, it comes from a chapter in Our Mutual Friend. The eponymous fellow is an arrogant businessman who will not accept the shallowness of his life.

Answer: Podsnappery

C. (10) This adjective comes from the much-maligned hypocrite whose greed for an old man’s money causes him to first aid Martin Chuzzlewit, then abandon him.

Answer: Pecksniffian

