Valencia Fall Invitational–Round 12
Questions mostly by Chip Thomas with help from CB and science from various kind souls

1)  Everyone in this novel always said that John would be a preacher when he grew up, but he 
never really thought about it until his fourteenth birthday.  Divided into three sections--“The 
Seventh Day”, “The Prayers of the Saints” and “The Threshing-Floor”–it re-enacts the Christ story 
through a 24-hour struggle between a father and son, Gabriel and John Grimes.  FTP, a triumphant 
stroll down Lenox Avenue concludes what downbeat, largely autobiographical first  novel by 
James Baldwin, the title of which comes from a folk religious song?
            A. Go Tell it on the Mountain

2)  One result of this incident was that Israel regained shipping rights in the Straits of Tiran to 
make up for its loss of another shipping avenue.  Secret plans for British and French support of an 
Israeli invasion were completed at Sevres in early October, three months after Gamel Abdel Nasser 
took action.  FTP name this crisis precipitated by Nasser’s nationalizing of the title waterway.
	A.  Suez Crisis

3) Bradley calculated it using stellar aberrations.  Fizeau deciphered it using a rotating wheel.  Its 
value occurred to Ole Roemer while he was looking at the moons of Jupiter.  Foucault used a 
rotating mirror, and Michelson used Foucault’s method to get closer to the exact measurement.  
FTP this is what measurement, the speed you’re going if you can travel one meter in about one 
three-hundred-millionth of a second?
	A.  speed of light

4)  He theorized that our emotions are “magically” self-deceptive and depicted politicians plunging 
their hands into excrement up to their elbows in his play Dirty Hands. A bad mescaline trip 
plunged this  author of The Words into a depression which he famously dramatized in his 
philosophical novel about a historian who experiences familiar objects becoming grotesque and 
detached from their names. FTP Roquentin’s  feelings of nausea were detailed by what 
existentialist author of The Flies and No Exit?
            answer: Jean-Paul Sartre 

5)  This people’s mythology included an underworld, called Xibalba (Shee-bal-ba), where there 
lived the Lords of Death, one of whose daughters was nicely named Blood Woman.  This mythos 
also includes the story of the Hero Brothers, Hun-Hunahpu and Vucub-Hunahpu, who were experts 
at the culture’s great game of hurling a rubber ball through a ring affixed to a wall.  These stories 
and others can be found in its great book, the Popul-Vuh.  FTP name this people of the Yucatan 
and Central America who disappeared sometime after their golden age between 400 and 900 CE.
	A.  Maya (acc. Mayan or other similar forms)

6)  While just a baby named Katie, her first film appearance came in Ace Ventura: Pet Detective.  
Born in Brazil, her real breakthrough came with the role of Marcel on the sitcom Friends.  Her 
most recent role began when she appeared on the Jumbotron at Edison Field on June 6, 2000, in a 
game fittingly against the Giants, a game the home team came back to win.  FTP name this 
capuchin monkey, mascot of the world champion Anaheim Angels.
	A.  Rally Monkey
7) For ten tasty math points, find the second derivative of the function sine of 2x + cosine of 2x.
	A.  -4sin(2x) - 4cos(2x)

8)  An 1815 letter to friend James Mill relates how this descendent of Iberian Jews bought the estate 
of Gatcomb Park and set himself up as a country gentleman.  Elected to  British parliament in 1819, 
he wrote a pair of tracts outlining what has since become known as "classical approach" to the 
theory of money, and Karl Marx regarded his theories of money, rent and labor wages as important 
preliminary studies for  Das Kapital  FTP, identify this author of 1817’s The Principles of Political 
Economy and Taxation.
            A.  David Ricardo

9) Six billion years from now, our sun will be one.  Each of these must maintain a mass 1.4 times 
that of our sun, a value known as the Chandrasekhar limit.  All the star’s material, less what was 
lost during its red giant phase, is packed into a volume one millionth the size of the original star.  
FTP what is this stellar phase resulting in some of the dimmest stars in the universe?
	A.  white dwarf

10)  He was a fervent admirer of Ingres (ahn-gruh) and described his own painting as “realistic,” 
including such neo-classical works as “The Young Spartans Exercising” and “The Roman Beggar 
Woman.”  In 1866 he exhibited “Race Horses Before the Grandstand,” finding one of his two most 
common subjects.  FTP name this impressionist best known for his paintings of horse races and 
dancers.
	A.  Edgar Degas

11)  One well-known method for playing this instrument is clawhammer style, in which one uses 
the fingernails to hit its five strings percussively.  It began in Africa as a gourd sliced in half 
longways and then strung with catgut; African slaves began fashioning them in the American South 
in the 19th century, and the popularity it earned in the South and Appalachia was much greater than 
in other regions.  FTP name this instrument played by Bela Fleck and Earl Scruggs, a staple of 
Bluegrass.
	A.  banjo

12)  In 1997 this former Sheriff of Mahoning County, clad in bell-bottoms and a denim suit, said 
that “The White House will not wise up until there is a full blown rice paddy on the East 
Lawn" and added that somebody in the White House, “is smoking dope.”  He also was actually  the 
ranking Democrat on the Subcommittee on Investigations and Oversight at one point.  FTP, Gary 
Condit was the lone dissenter on the 420-1 vote that  expelled what trash talkin’ Ohio Democrat 
with weird hair from the House of Representatives in August, 2002?
           A.  James Traficant

13)  Subject of a song performed by Fats Domino, among others, it is the second biggest city in its 
state.  It liesless than 400 kilometers east of the geographical center of the 48 contiguous states, at 
the eastern ridge of the Great Plains and at the confluence of two large rivers. Tragedy struck here in 
1981, as walkways located in the Crown Center’s Hyatt Regency hotel collapsed killing 114.  
Emanuel Cleaver was the first black mayor, FTP, of what city containing Ewing Kauffman Stadium, 
home of baseball’s lowly Royals?
           A.  Kansas City, Missouri (prompt on just city)
14)  This first member of the alkane series causes about 38% of the Earth’s warming through the 
Greenhouse effect, and accumulates in the explosive firedamp of coal mines. This simplest 
hydrocarbon, it gathers from rotting vegetation by spontaneous combustion, resulting in the pale fire 
called a will-o-the-wisp. FTP, name this colorless, odorless gas, whose formula is CH4.
	A.  methane

15)  The partly devoured remains of Dr. Gray Arundel , patriarch of this family, were discovered in a 
shallow grave in 1954. Richard lost both legs in a plane crash and years later was forced to resign from 
a wildlife service post amidst charges of corruption and racism.  Louis flouted the social norms of 
1933 by leaving his family  to marry 20-year old Mary Nicol, and funded field studies by Dian Fossey 
and Jane Goodall   FTP,  the discoverers of the 3.6 million year old footprints at Laetoli, the “turkana 
boy,” and Zinjanthropus were what wacky white African clan?
            Answer: Leakey(s) (accept if they add “Richard, Louis or Mary” before answer)

16)  Much of this figure’s legend comes from an 8th- to 11th-century work called Evangelium 
Nicodemi; much of its material was used by Malory in Morte D’Arthur.   According to Matthew 
27:57-60, this possible member of the Sanhedrin believed that Jesus was divine, but was afraid to 
admit it to his fellows.  He later insisted that Jesus be buried in his own tomb.  FTP who is this figure 
who supposedly brought to Glastonbury the cup in which he had caught some of the blood of Jesus, 
that cup being the Holy Grail.
	A.  Joseph of Arimathea

17)  Appointed head of the Whampoa Military Academy, this politically savvy general disrupted his 
unifying Northern Expedition with a devastating “white terror” campaign, in which thousands of 
Communists were massacred. Chairman of the KMT executive council from 1933 to 1945, he was 
captured in the “Sian Incident” and compelled to form a unified front with the Communists. FTP, 
name this member of WWII’s “Big Four,” the leader of the Nationalist government in China and later 
in Taiwan.
           A.  Chiang Kai-Shek

18)  Susceptible to Bright’s disease, they each have an outer cortex and inner medulla.  They feature a 
proximal convoluted tubule and a distal tubule. They also each feature a mass of one million filter 
tubes called uriniferous tubules. FTP, at any given moment, a quarter of the body’s total blood is 
forced through what organs by the renal arteries?
	A.  kidneys

19) This self-taught chemist’s negative traits were later transferred to his brother Mycroft, and this 
“connoisseur of every horror perpetrated in the 19th century” acquired remarkable physical powers that 
enabled him to grapple with his arch-nemesis over the “dreadful  cauldron” of the Reichenbach Falls. 
FTP identify this famous occupant of 221B Baker Street whose genius in solving cases like “The 
Hound of the Baskervilles” always flabbergasts his pal Watson.
            A.  Sherlock Holmes 

20)  In one of this author’s novellas, Crystal loses her adoptive parents in a car wreck, remaining an 
orphan like Butterfly, Brooke and Raven. In the current set, Willow de Beers escapes North Carolina 
to live with her  real mother in the “Wicked Forest” of Palm Beach. The author of these sprawling 
sagas croaked while relating the woes of the Dollanganger clan, but another writer took over, injecting 
even more sexual tension and teen angst. FTP, name the pseudonym used by the writers of dozens of 
multicolored bestsellers currently on display at your local Wal-Mart, which have come a long way 
from Flowers in the Attic.
            answer: V.C. Andrews (prompt on Andrew Neiderman 
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1)  Name these radical organizations from the sixties FTPE.
A.  The manifesto for this student group was the Port Huron Statement, written by Tom Hayden, 
later one of the Chicago Seven.
	A.  SDS (Students for a Democratic Society)
B.  This hardcore radical group split from the SDS in 1969 and advocated violence.
	A.  The Weather Underground (acc. Weathermen)
C.  Formed in the wake of the assassination of Martin Luther King and subsequent riots, this group 
was founded by Huey Newton, Bobby Seale, and David Hilliard.
	A.  Black Panthers

2)  Identify the Dickens’ novels in which you’d find these characters on a 10-5 basis.
A.  (10 pts.)  Uncle Pumblechook; the Pocket family
      (5 pts.)    Abel Magwitch; Philip Pirrip
			A.  Great Expectations
B.  (10 pts.)  Mr. Murdstone; Mr. Micawber
      (5 pts.)   Uriah Heep; Agnes Wickfield
			A.  David Copperfield
C.  (10 pts.)  Stephen Blackpool; Josiah Bounderby
      (5 pts.)    Tom and Louisa Gradgrind
			A.  Hard Times

3) Identify the following about particle physics.
A.  This particle is a helium nucleus containing two protons and two neutrons.
	A.  alpha particle
B.  These constituents of protons and neutrons have varieties including up and strange.
	A.  quarks
C.  Quarks are held together by the strong nuclear force, which is propagated by the exchange of 
these bosons, which come in red, green and blue varieties.
	A.  gluons

4) Identify the singer or band behind these songs currently in Billboard’s top ten FFPE with a bonus 
five for getting them all.
A.  “Lose Yourself”		A.  Eminem
B.  “Work It”			A.  Missy Elliott
C.  “Die Another Day”	A.  Madonna
D.  “Sk8er Boy”		A.  Avril Lavigne
E.  “One Last Breath”		A.  Creed


5)  Answer the following about Japanese history FTPE.
A.  What Japanese shogunate was begun by Ieyasu in 1603?
	A.  Tokugawa
B.  This warrior class made up 7-10 percent of the population under the Tokugawa Shogunate.
	A. Samurai
C.  This term referred to a Samurai’s lord.
	A.  Daimyo
				


6) Venus is an enduring subject for painters, perhaps because she’s always buck nekkid.  Name the 
painters of the following FSNOP.
A.  (15 pts.) The Toilet of Venus (aka The Rokeby Venus)
	A.  Diego Velasquez
B.  (10 pts.) The Venus of Urbino
	A.  Titian
C.  (5 pts.)  The Birth of Venus
	A.  Sandro Botticelli

7) Logs: they’re better than bad, they’re good!  Find these FTPE.
A.  log base 3 of x = 2.
	A.  9
B.  log base 2 of 1/8
	A.  -3
C.  Solve this exponential equation for x: 23x = 16.
	A.  4/3

8)  Name these John Irving novels which have all been turned into movies FTPE.
A.  This novel about the author of “The Pension Grillparzer” ends in his assassination by 
childhood acquaintance Pooh.
	A.  The World According to Garp
B.  This novel focuses on the Berry family, including John, the narrator, and his sister, Frannie, 
whom he incestuously desires, and eventually has.
	A.  The Hotel New Hampshire
C.  In this work orphan Homer Wells is trained in dilation and curettage by father figure Dr. 
Wilbur Larch.
	A.  The Cider House Rules

9) I’ll name an religious figure, and you tell me what Protestant faith she or he is associated with 
FTPE.
A.  Ellen White		A.  Seventh-Day Adventist
B.  George Fox		A.  Quakers
C.  John Wesley		A.  Methodists

10) Name the modern philosophers who wrote the following FTPE.
A.  Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus		A.  Ludwig Wittgenstein
B.  The World as Will and Idea		A.  Arthur Schopenhauer
C.  The Gay Science				A.  Friedrich Nietzsche

11)  Identify the following pieces of British colonial legislation in America FTPE.
A.  These 1767 acts, named for the British minister behind them, levied import taxes on glass, 
lead, paint, paper and tea.
	A.  Townshend Acts
B.  This act gave the East India company relief from nearly all taxes on the importing of the 
namesake product, leading Americans to nearly stop consumption of it.
	A.  Tea Act
C.  Also known as the Coercive Acts, these laws were aimed at Massachusetts citizens, closing 
the Port of Boston and requiring the state legislature to quarter British troops.
	A.  Intolerable Acts
12) Identify these choreographers FTPE.
A.  This Russian dancer also choreographed Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring and Petrushka.
	A.  Vaslaw Nijinsky
B.  This American lived till 98, dancing nearly the whole time.  She’s best known for working 
with Aaron Copland, including choreographing his Appalachian Spring.
	A.  Martha Graham
C.  Niece of a famous director of epics, she choreographed Copland’s Rodeo.
	A.  Agnes DeMille					

13)  Name these sites visited by Lemuel Gulliver FTPE.
A.  His second voyage ends in this land of giants.
	A.  Brobdignag
B.  During his third voyage he visits this flying island inhabited by absent-minded folk.
	A.  Laputa
C.  This is the island on which Gulliver participates in an argument over how best to open a hard-boiled egg, soon after being tied down by its tiny inhabitants.
	A.  Lilliput

14) Evolutionary biology stuff FTPE.
A.  Proposed by Stephen Jay Gould, this theory states that evolutionary changes arise in short, 
concentrated bursts instead of gradual changes.
	A.  punctuated equilibrium
B.  This two-word phrase describes changes in the frequencies of alleles in a population that 
occur by chance rather than natural selection.
	A.  genetic drift
C.  This equilibrium named for two British mathematicians describes ideal populations of 
species.
	A.  Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium

15)  Answer the following about the lead-up to the Spanish-American War FSNOP.
A.  (5 pts.)  The U.S. declared war on Spain soon after this battleship blew up, though many 
blame a boiler accident.
	A.  USS Maine
B.  (10 pts.) This newspaper publisher fanned pro-war sentiment by blaming the Spaniards for 
the Maine’s destruction, and supposedly told Frederick Remington, “You supply the pictures, 
and I’ll supply the war.”
	A.  Joseph Pulitzer
C.  (15 pts.)  This colorful two-word term describes the partisan, outrageous writing in Pulitzer’s 
newspapers at the time.
	A.  yellow journalism
					






16) Answer the following about the woes of some traditional college football powers FTPE.
A.  This Florida quarterback bounced back from early troubles by dinking and dunking the 
Georgia Dawgs for 339 yards.
	A.  Rex Grossman
B.  Florida State’s Chris Rix (as predicted by your tournament director) has struggled this season 
and was replaced for last week’s Wake Forest game by this back-up cum starter.
	A.  Adrian McPherson
C.  Some of Tennessee’s troubles are attributable to the lack of production by this junior qb.
	A.  Casey Clausen

17) Answer the following about the geography of a member of the “axis of evil”: Canada.
A.  This largest Canadian island is separated from Greenland by the Davis Strait and its 
namesake bay.
	A.  Baffin Island
B.  Home to Lake Winnipeg, this province has a large northeastern shoreline on Hudson Bay.
	A.  Manitoba
C.  The national parks of Jasper and Banff are in this province.
	A.  Alberta

18) Identify the composers of the following operas FTPE.
A.  Salome; Der Rosenkavalier	 	A.  Richard Strauss
B.  Wozzek (vo-check); Lulu			A.  Alban Berg
C.  Oedipus Rex; The Rake’s Progress	A.  Igor Stravinsky

19) Identify these astronomers FTPE.
A.  First, name the namesake of an Arizona observatory who produced careful drawings of Mars’ 
surface and searched vainly for a more distant planet he labelled Planet X.
	A.  Percival Lowell
B.  This man capitalized on some of Lowell’s research and actually discovered Pluto.
	A.  Clyde Tombaugh
C.  Though this man charted many comets and made other contributions, he’s best known for 
discovering his namesake star, the second-closest to our solar system.
	A.  Edwin Barnard

20) 30-20-10 Name the playwright from works.
A.  (30 pts.)  The Lesson; The Future Is in Eggs
B.  (20 pts.)  The Bald Soprano
C.  (10 pts.)  The Rhinoceros
	A.  Eugene Ionesco



