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DSHIT IV 2001

Questions by Swarthmore

Tossups

1.  Edmund Wilson called them “all-star literary vaudeville.”  This group, which included Heywood Broun, Alexander Woollcott, and George Kaufman, met at their namesake hotel to wittily insult the well-known personalities of the day.  FTP, name this “vicious circle” that also included Robert Sherwood, Edna Ferber, and Dorothy Parker.

Answer: Algonquin Round Table

2.  When he was born, his mother wanted to kill him, because she was a slave and did not want him to grow up in bondage.  As a child, he taught himself to read and conducted experiments to manufacture gunpowder.  He had a reputation as a holy man because he fasted, meditated and refused to touch money.  When he saw a black dot move across the sun 1831, his plan began.  FTP, name this American slave, the namesake of a rebellion in which 60 slaveowners were killed in 48 hours.

Answer: Nat Turner
3.  Comprising the family Myrmecophagidae, there are four species of this animal, all found in Latin American countries.  Its front claws are so long that it walks on its knuckles.  The giant variety weighs up to 39 kg, while the pygmy version can be as small as 32 cm.  While it has a long, tubular tongue, unlike most other mammals, it has no teeth.  Echinas, pangolins and aardvarks are often called by their common name, but are completely unrelated.  FTP, name this animal, named for its most common prey.

Answer: Anteater
4.  During the 1940’s he wrote several tone poems, such as Dusk in 1940 and Moon Mist in 1941. Born in 1899, his real first name was Edward and he composed his first piece at the age of sixteen.  Other works of his include Black and Tan, Mood Indigo, Concerto for Cootie and The Far East Suite.  FTP, name this jazz musician, famous for compositions like “It Don’t Mean a Thing” and “Take the ‘A’ Train.”

Answer: Duke Ellington
5.  The place in which it occurred is now called “Battle”, and the town with the name of this battle is 10 kilometers away.  Much of the action occurred near Caldbec Hill, where the defending army set up camp the night before.  These defenders were not successful, since their leader, King Harold, was killed.  FTP, name this battle in which Duke William of Normandy became the first Norman king of England.

Answer:  Battle of Hastings
6.  He started writing poetry when he was 8, but did not write his first plays until his twenties.  Early plays of his include American Dream and a dramatization of The Ballad of the Sad Cafe, and later works include The Lady from Dubuque and an adaptation of Lolita.  He won a Pulitzer Prize in 1967 for A Delicate Balance, another one for Seascape, and a third in 1994 for Three Tall Women.  FTP, name the writer of Zoo Story and Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?. 

Answer: Edward Albee
7.  His law of radiation states that the emissivity of a body is equal to its absorptance at the same temperature.  His first law says that an incandescent solid or a gas under high pressure will produce a continuous spectrum.  His point rule states that the sum of the currents toward a branch point equals the sum of the currents away from that branch point.  FTP, name this scientist, most famous for the rule that states that the potential difference in any closed loop of a circuit is zero.

Answer: G.R. Kirchhoff
8.  Born in Berlin in 1864, the son of wealthy parents, he studied at the University of Heidelburg for several years, he finished his studies in Berlin at the insistence of his father who feared that he was being influenced by subversive intellectuals.  After he left home in 1893, he began writing about problems with the German economy and political system, especially in the famous Freiburg Address.  His most famous work however, investigated his family’s religious heritage.  FTP, name this author of The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.

Answer: Max Weber
9.  The son of J’ao the First and Phillipa of Lancaster, this man was made governor of the southern coasts of Portugal at the age of 25.  However, he is better known for the expeditions he sent along the west coast of Africa, which helped begin the slave trade.  FTP, name this third son of the king and queen of Portugal, best know for his navigation and mapmaking skills.

Answer: Prince Henry the Navigator

10. It begins when two people fall out of a plane that has been blown up by terrorists.  After this, one of these characters is arrested as an illegal alien and turns into goat-like creatures, while the other dreams that she is dictating scripture to a prophet in the time of Muhammed.  FTP, name this book which has caused a fatwa to be declared against its author, Salman Rushdie. 

Answer: The Satanic Verses
11.  Discovered independently by two Austrian doctors, it has three forms sporadic, genetic and iatrogenic.  the symptoms begin subtly, with memory lapses and clumsiness, but quickly build up to slurring of speech, hallucination and eventually incontinence and the loss of the ability to move or speak.  It is very rare, and occurs because the brain develops microscopic holes, so that it looks like a sponge.  FTP, name this disease caused by prions the human equivalent of Mad Cow Disease.

Answer: Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 

12.  He built a house on a hill with a door in each wall, so he could see his enemies approaching.  Nearby was a stream into which he would escape by transforming himself into a salmon.  However, Kvasir, Thor and Odin made a net which caught him as he tried to escape.  According to myth, they were chasing him after he gave a mistletoe dart to Hod.  FTP, name this Norse god who was caught in order to be punished for the killing of Balder. 

Answer: Loki
13.  They first met in 1839, threatening “ulterior measures” should Parliament ignore them.  When Parliament did ignore them, a group of them were involved in an armed uprising in Newport, after which many of the leaders of the movement were arrested.  The movement collapsed in 1848 without having accomplished any of its demands, although all were eventually enacted.  These demands included universal manhood suffrage, vote by secret ballot, and salaries for Parliament members.  FTP, name this British reform movement named for its six-point petition.

Answer: Chartists or Chartism

14.  Born in New York City in 1819, she founded the New England Woman’s Club and the Association for the Advancement of Women.  She was also the first woman elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters.  Her most famous work was published in Atlantic Monthly in 1862 and was set to an old folk tune also used for “John Brown’s Body.”  FTP, name this woman, most famous for writing the “Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

Answer: Julia Ward Howe
15.  It is approximately 11 light-years from the earth and has an apparent visual magnitude of .34.  A bright yellow-white sub-giant, it is a visual binary with a companion white dwarf of magnitude 11.  Other names that it has been known by include Elgomaisa, Algomeysa, and Antecanis, and it is the 8th brightest star in the night sky.  FTP, name this star whose name is Greek for “before the dog,” the brightest star in Canis Minor.

Answer: Procyon
16.  Her father wrestled professionally, and her parents sold their television in order to buy her first equipment for the sport that she is now playing.  She was the youngest player to win a Fed Cup match and won the European championship at the age of 14.  Though she has not won a singles tournament, she is ranked in the top ten singles players, and her serve has been clocked at 111 mph.  FTP, name this tennis player, currently famous for a computer virus named after her.

Answer: Anna Kournikova
17.  This form came into being around 1850 when the middle classes wanted a watered-down version of the original genre.  It was invented in Paris by Offenbach, much to the indignation of the local theatre-owners.  In Vienna, Suppe and Strauss adopted the form by adding dialogue between their waltzes.  FTP, name this musical genre, which also included the composers Gilbert and Sullivan.

Answer: operetta
18.  Blaise Pascal anticipated this movement with his denunciation of attempts to explain God and humanity by a systematic philosophy.  It has influenced Eugene Ionesco, Fyodor Dostoyevsy, Samuel Beckett, Franz Kafka, and Albert Camus.  Also associated with Nietzsche, Heidegger, and Kierkegaard, this philosophy stresses the importance of the individuality, subjectivity, and freedom.  FTP, name this philosophical school, closely associated with Jean-Paul Sartre.

Answer: Existentialism
19.  It is only 6 million years old, young compared with the 100 million year old rock that forms its borders.  It contains such features as Temple of Buddha, Temple of Isis, Hermit’s Rest, and Phantom Ranch.  This geographic occurrence is 18 miles wide, over 200 miles long, and over 1 mile deep in some points. FTP, name this effect of the Colorado River, found in Arizona.

Answer: Grand Canyon
20.  When a neighbor’s pigeons kept eating his grain, this man soaked the grain with alcohol, so that the pigeons became so drunk that they could not move.  His support for the Reformation in his native Scotland led him to write A Plaine Discovery of the whole Revelation of Saint John.  He developed mechincal systems for arithmetical computations, as described in Rabdologia though his most famous work is described in Canonis Descriptio. He invented “bones,” named after him, which helped do multiplication and division.  FTP, name this man, best known for inventing logarithms.

Answer: John Napier

21.  Her children are named Imee, Bongbong, and Irene.  In 1995, after the death of her husband, she was elected representative from her district of Leyte.  This followed a big loss in her run for the presidency in 1992.  She is more famous politically in connection with her husband.  FTP, name this woman famous for siphoning foreign aid to the Philippines to buy shoes.

Answer: Imelda Marcos
22.  Born in Cuba, he moved to Italy at an early age where he joined the resistence during World War II.  After the war he took up writing, working for a number of leftist journals and newspapers.  His early fiction centered around his work with the resistence, including such works as The Path to the Nest of Spiders.  He soon turned to more fantastic novels, including The Castle of Crossed Destinies, Invisible Cities, and Cosmicomics.  FTP, name this author of If on a Winter’s Night a Traveler.

Answer: Italo Calvino
23.  This band’s lead singer said, “We're extremely hateable — I understand that. If I wasn't in this band, I'd hate it, too.”  Their second album is called 14:59, in reference to the 15 minutes of fame they were expecting.  They seem to have had more fame than that, in part because of the good looks of lead singer Mark McGrath, in part because of the success of songs like their first, “Fly.”  FTP, name this pop band, the singers of the more recent hits “Someday” and “Every Morning.”

Answer: Sugar Ray
24.  A patient, often female, goes to a psychiatrist’s office, thinking that her emotional problems are the result of childhood trauma.  The therapist then engages in recovered memory therapy which causes disturbing fantasies to emerge.  When the patient accepts these as real, she now has, FTP, what syndrome, in which non-existent events are interpreted as repressed childhood events.

Answer: false memory syndrome 

DSHIT IV 2001

Bonuses by Swarthmore

Round 6

1.  Answer questions about a war, 5-10-15.

5) Called “a white man’s war,” this war, from 1899 to 1902, was a struggle by the white colonists to free themselves from Britain.  After the war, the native Africans were no better off.

Answer: the Anglo-Boer War

10) Name the treaty that ended the war in 1902, with generous terms for the losing Boers.

Answer:  Treaty of Vereeniging
15) This general, who made the decision to surrender, believed his decision was necessary for the survival of the Afrikaner people.  He was later Minister of Defence and Prime Minister of South Africa and had a hand in drafting the Covenant of the United Nations.

Answer: Jan Christiaan Smuts
2.  FTPE, Answer these questions about financial industry regulation.

10) This rule, designated by a single letter, limited the interest banks could pay on savings accounts to 5%.  Its demise occurred when inflation was more than double this interest rate.

Answer: Regulation Q
10) Named for a senator and the Chair of the House Banking and Currency Committee, this law prevents banks from selling securities and engaging in other “risky” behaviors with FDIC-insured money.  Many economists believe it is now outdated.

Answer: Glass-Steagall Act 

10) This is the government agency that regulates the securities markets.  Once of its most important purposes is enforcing disclosure.

Answer: Securities and Exchange Commission (accept: SEC)
3.  Identify the type of “blot” from recombinant DNA testing FTPE.

10) This is DNA cut with restriction enzymes and probed with radioactive DNA.

Answer: Southern blot

10) This is RNA instead of DNA which is probed with radioactive DNA or RNA.

Answer: Northern blot

 10) This is a protein that is probed with antibodies that is tagged radioactively or with enzymes.

Answer: Western blot

4.  Identify these characters from Farenheit 451, FTPE.

10) This man is a firefighter whose curiosity about the books he is burning is the center of the story.

Answer:  Guy Montag (accept either name)

10) This is his wife, whose aspiration in life seems to be owning a fourth tv wall.

Answer:  Mildred Montag

10) Montag meets this closet intellectual in a park not long before the story begins.  He who regrets not having spoken up when the book-burning began.  

Answer:  Faber
5.  Identify the Egyptian gods, FTPE.

10) This was the god who civilized the Egyptians.  This includes persuading them to give up cannabalism, teaching them farming, and showing them the pleasures of music.

Answer:  Osiris
10) This is the evil and ugly brother of Osiris who takes over Egypt when Osiris leaves to civilize the rest of the world.

Answer:  Set
10) Set eventually murders Osiris, who is avenged by his son, this falcon-headed god.

Answer: Horus
6.  Answer these questions about some women involved in the Salem Witch Trials.

10)  These two women led the accusers.   The daughter, who was only 12, was one of the girls whom Tituba “bewitched” initially.  Her mother joined the group, and the two were soon the main, and most dramatic, accusers.  Give the shared name of these women.

Answer:  Ann Putnam
10) One of the first three accused witches, this woman was homeless and best known for cursing neighbors who did not help her.  Both her husband and her 4-year-old daughter, Dorcas, testified against her, which helped lead to her execution (along with the fact that no one else liked her either).

Answer: Sarah Good
10) The first of the “unlikely” witches to be accused, this woman was 71 and generally considered “pious” at the time of her accusation.  Despite a petition attesting her innocence, signed by the grandfather of Ann Putnam, Jr., among others, she was excommunicated and hanged at the same time as Good.

Answer:  Rebecca Nurse
7.  Identify these recently-released movies, FTPE.

10) This film, directed by Christopher Nolan, stars Guy Pierce as a man with short-term memory loss who is searching for the man who murdered his wife.  The scenes are played in backwards order.

Answer: Memento

10) This film has been described as the Mexican Pulp Fiction.  It features three interweaving storylines and lots of dogs.

Answer: Amores Perros or Love’s a Bitch
10) This film, directed by Ed Harris, stars Harris as the title artist.  Marcia Gay Harden won an Academy Award for playing the title character’s wife.

Answer: Pollock
8.  Identify these Japanese authors from works. (Moderator note: the first and last names may be given in either order, for example, Kanzaburo Oe or Oe Kenzabura.  The bold part of the name must be given in either case.)

10) Hardboiled Wonderland and the End of the World, Sputnik Sweetheart, Norwegian Wood

Answer: Haruki Murakami

10) Snow Country, Thousand Cranes, The Sound of the Mountain
Answer: Yasunari Kawabata
10) Confessions of a Mask, The Sea of Fertility, The Temple of the Golden Pavilion
Answer: Yukio Mishima
9.  Answer these questions about TCP symmetry.

15) F5P, what do T, C, and P stand for?

Answer: time inversion, charge conjugation, parity
15) For another 15 points, interactions involving which force do not have parity symmetry?

Answer: weak force
10.  FTPE, identify the philosophical belief.

10) This is the belief that moral statements are not prepositional.  Thus, a sentence like “I am a good person” cannot be judged as true or false.

Answer:  Non-cognitivism
10) This is the belief that truth is independent of the observer.  This suggests that there are “knowable forms.” 

Answer:  Objectivity (accept objectivism)

10) This is the view that the only mind, thoughts, and experiences are the ones belonging to the holder of the belief.  

Answer:  Solipsism
11.  Answer these questions about one of the United States.

5) If Alaska and Hawaii are not included, the geographic center of the United States is located in this state.

Answer: Kansas
10) For 10 points, give one state nickname for Kansas.

Answer: Sunflower  State or Jayhawker State or Wheat State or Breadbasket of the Nation

15) For 15 points, this is one overland trail that ran through Kansas in the 19th century.  It was in use from 1822 to 1880.

Answer: Santa Fe Trail

12.  Name these peoples of the early middle ages, 5-10-15.

5) With a name meaning “courageous”, this people took over Northern Gaul and drove the Visigoths into Spain.  Their most famous leader, living from 466 to 511, was Clovis.

Answer: Franks
10) Though they began as murdering, barbarian conquerors, they began to establish a kingdom in Italy, until the Pope enlisted the help of Pepin the Short in killing them.

Answer: Lombards
15) Known to the Chinese as the Juan-Juan, they menaced Constantinople by demanding tribute from Justin II in 568 and attacking Dalmatia when he did not pay.  Their empire continued in some form until 791, when the Bulgars crushed them.

Answer: Avars
13.  Name these figures from mythology from a geographic feature on Venus for 10 or from other clues for 5.

15)  Venus has two large highland areas.  This is the one in the Northern hemisphere.

5) It is named from the Babylonian goddess of love, procreation and war.

Answer: Ishtar Terra

15)  The other of the highland areas, this one is lies along the equator.

5) This area is named for a goddess of love as well.  This goddess is from the Greek tradition.

Answer:  Aphrodite Terra

14.  F5PE, given the name of the actor/actress, name their character on “Friends.”

5) Lisa Kudrow

Answer: Phoebe Buffay

5) Matthew Perry

Answer: Chandler Bing

5) Matt LeBlanc



Answer: Joey Tribbiani

5) Jane Sibbett

Answer:  Carol Willick Gellar

5) Elliott Gould

Answer:  Jack Gellar

5) James Michael Tyler

Answer:  Gunther
15.  Identify the painters of these Pre-Raphaelite paintings, FTSNOP.

5) Ophelia
Answer:  John Everett Millais
10) Hylas and the Nymphs, The Lady of Shallott

Answer:  John William Waterhouse
15) Lady Godiva, Guinivere’s Maying, In the Venusburg
Answer:  John Collier

16.  Given the war, name the treaty that ended it, FTPE.

10) Franco-Prussian War

Answer: Treaty of Frankfurt
10) War of the Austrian Succession

Answer: Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle
10) War of 1812

Answer: Treaty of Ghent
17.  Name the authors from their works of “financial fiction” FTP, or from other works for 5.

10) This French author wrote The Rise and Fall of Cesar Birotteau and The House of Nucingen, which touch on the topics of bankruptcy and using merchandise branding.

5) He also wrote The Human Comedy, which depicts French society, including the money side of it.

Answer:  Honore de Balzac
10) His book Little Dorrit deals with a banker named Merdle who rises in society’s esteem but commits suicide after unsuccessful speculations.   

5) Money also was an issue for this author’s poor characters, like Oliver Twist and David Copperfield. 

Answer:  Charles Dickens
10) This French author wrote L’Argent, which means Money, which was set in the Paris Bourse.

5) He also wrote Germinal, Nana, and Lourdes.

Answer: Emile Zola
18.  Answer these questions about the difference between men’s and women’s speech patterns FTPE.

10) One way in which women tend to speak more politely than men is through the use of speech markers that indicate respect for the person being spoken to; one example is using “mother” instead of “ma”.  Name this speech pattern.

Answer:  honorific
10) In addition, women often add some “fuzziness” to their speech, softening it with “kind of” or “I think.”  Name this speech pattern.

Answer: hedge
10) What is the name of the study of the differences in speech patterns among different groups?

Answer: sociolinguistics
19.  Given some chemical elements, name the person who discovered or first isolated them, FTPE.

10) boron, iodine, sodium, potassium

Answer: Sir Humphry Davy
10) oxygen

Answer: Carl Wilhelm Scheele or Joseph Priestley
10)  plutonium, curium, americium, berkelium

Answer: Glenn Seaborg
20.  Name these Romantic composers, 5-10-15.

5) He wrote his last opera, which included the William Tell Overture, 40 years before he died.

Answer: Gioacchino Rossini
10) This composer broke with Italian traditions and made his operas more German.  One of these German operas was Der Freischütz.
Answer: Carl Maria von Weber
15) A user of the Italian style, including allowing his heroines a chance to go mad at the end of the operas, this composer wrote Lucia di Lammermoor, based on the book by Sir Walter Scott.

Answer: Gaetano Donizetti
21.  Name these characters from 100 Years of Solitude, none of whom are named Jose Arcadio or Aureliano, FTPE.

10) This person appears as a child, and her first odd habit is eating dirt.  She marries one of the Jose Arcadio’s and becomes a hermit after his death.

Answer:  Rebeca
10) When this Italian musician arrives, both Rebeca and Amaranta love him.  However, when both of them reject him, he commits suicide.

Answer: Pietro Crespi (accept either name)

10) Though he was married to Rebeca, Jose Arcadio was also the father of this man, with Pilar Ternera.  This man begins his career as a schoolmaster and later becomes a vicious dictator of Macondo. 

Answer: Arcadio
22.  Answer these questions about physics Nobel Prize winners from Bell Labs, none of whom are Penzias and Wilson, FTSNOP.

10) This Bell Labs researcher shared the 1937 Nobel Prize for demonstrating the wave nature of matter.

Answer:  Clinton Davisson
10) Three Bell Labs researchers shared the 1956 Nobel Prize for their invention of the transistor.  F5PE, name any two.

Answer: John Bardeen, Walter Brattain, William Shockley (any 2)

10) In 1998, Horst Stormer, Robert Laughlin, and Daniel Tsui shared the Nobel Prize for their discovery of the fractional form of what effect.

Answer: Quantum-Hall Effect
23.  Identify the writer from quotations, 30-20-10.

30) From Aline et Valcour, “The idea of God is the sole wrong for which I cannot forgive mankind.”

20) From 120 Days of Sodom, “Crime is the soul of lust. What would pleasure be if it were not accompanied by crime? It is not the object of debauchery that excites us, rather the idea of evil.”

10) From Justine, or Good Conduct Well Chastised, “From the extreme influence of the mental on the physical comes likewise the painful or agreeable shock of the animal spirits, by reason of the mental sensation one receives.”

Answer: Marquis Donatien-Alphonse-Francois de Sade
24.  Name these Persian leaders FTPE.

1. (10 points) After leading a revolt against the Medes, he took the place of the king Astyages.  After this, he led armies to conquer parts of central Asia, but died in 529 BC without a chance to lead administratively.

Answer:  Cyrus the Great

2. (10 points) The son of Cyrus, he successfully extended Persian power to Egypt but then began killing people around him, including his wife, sister and son, because he suspected them of treachery.

Answer: Cambyses

3. (10 points) After the death of Cambyses, this Persian aristocrat subdued the revolting peoples, including the Medes and the Egyptians, and established peace using satraps and local authorities.  He was less successful when the Ionian Greeks revolted.  He died after being defeated at Marathon. 

Answer:  Darius the Great

25.  Name the artists from works, 5-10-15.

5) Women of Algiers, The Death of Sardanapalus, The Massacre of Chios

Answer: Eugene Delacroix
10) Liberation of Saint Peter, La Madonna del Roseto, Putto Musicante
Answer: Luca Della Robia
15) Fonte Gaia,  the tomb of Ilaria delCarretto, Zacharias in the Temple
Answer: Jacopo della Quercia
