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Philadelphia Experiment 2000

Packet By Willie Chen (UC-Irvine)

1. This fairy tale was the subject of André Gretry’s 1771 opera Zémire and Azore and a 1946 film by Jean Cocteau.  First recorded in Straparola’s 1550 work, Le piacevoli notti, and popularized by Perrault’s 1697 version, it tells the story of the female title character who, in order to save her father’s life, [*]consents to live with the male title character.  The uncomely male character, freed by her love, transforms into a handsome prince and they get married and live happily ever after.  FTP, name this fairy tale, whose Disney version was nominated for an Oscar for Best Picture.


Answer: Beauty and the Beast






2. After 1929, it appeared obsolete. Some theories suggest that miniature black holes appear in the vacuum to keep it at zero, but observations of the distribution of background radiation seem to give it a value of about .7; if it were larger, it would have overwhelmed [*]gravity before galaxies could form. FTP, name this number, denoted with the letter lambda, which Einstein introduced as a “fudge factor” in general relativity, but which appears to have meaning in determining the rate of the universe’s expansion.

A: the cosmological constant (prompt on lambda before it is mentioned)

3. The Chicago-raised son of a Swedish diplomat, he was profoundly influenced by the “Happenings” of the 1950’s. Since 1985, he’s been collaborating with mystery writer Coosje van Bruggen on such large-scale works as [*]“Il Corso del Coltello,” a costume drama which featured a knife-shaped boat launched from a dock in Venice. FTP, name this sculptor, who “make[s his] work out of my everyday experiences, which [he] find[s] as perplexing and extraordinary as can be,” creator of sculptures like “Giant Soft Fan” and “Floor Burger.”

A: Claes Oldenburg
4. Situated in Kluane National Park, north of the Seward Glacier, this 19,521-foot-tall peak lies in the St. Elias Mountains.  Not only is it the [*]highest peak in Yukon Territory, but it’s also the highest peak in Canada.  FTP, name this mountain, the second highest summit in North America.


Answer: Mount Logan 






5. Known as “Operation Granby” in England, this operation offered the first large-scale demonstration of advanced [*]war technology, including Global Positioning Systems, free-flight rockets with multiple warheads, infra-red sensors, and night vision equipment.  Officially sponsored by the UN coalition, FTP, what was this 1991 operation, part of the Gulf War against Saddam Hussein?



Answer: Operation Desert Storm 






6. Growing up as a cabin boy in New Orleans, he joined the New York Herald in 1867.  He made three trips to Africa.  In his second expedition, he explored Lake Tanganyika and traced the [*]Congo River.  In his third trip he founded the Congo Free State and helped Emin Pasha in the Sudan.  FTP, name this journalist who, in Ujiji upon his first African expedition, presumably said, “Dr. Livingstone, I presume?”


Answer: Sir Henry Morton Stanley 






7. This branch of linguistics studies the compound nature of alphabetical languages and tries to establish the rules governing the way words are formed.  Concerned with the inter-relations within a[*] language, it recognizes such notions as compound words, inflections, roots, prefixes, and suffixes.  FTP, what is the study of the smallest indivisible units of meaning in the structure of words?


Answer: morphology (prompt on “morphemes”)




8. This film took sixteen months to shoot, mostly because Typhoon Olga destroyed the [*]Philippines set and the main actor had a heart attack.  Scripted by John Milius, this movie saw the debut of Laurence Fishburne and tells the story of an Army officer with CIA connections sent upriver from Saigon to destroy Colnel Kurtz, who supposedly had gone mad and set up a private kingdom in Cambodia.  FTP, name this 1979 Francis Ford Coppola film, in which Robert Duvall exclaims, “I love the smell of napalm in the morning!”


Answer: Apocalypse Now







9. One example of this process is the conversion of propane into ethene [E-theen] and methane.  The most important application of this process is the [*]“cracking” of petroleum, by which alkanes are converted into simpler compounds—alkenes and shorter alkanes.  FTP, identify this decomposition process in which a substance is heated without the presence of oxygen.


Answer: pyrolysis 







10. A self-styled religious elder, or Starets, he belonged to the schismatic sect of flagellants, or Khlysty.  Notorious for his sexual and [*]alcoholic excesses in addition to his government corruption, he was murdered by a clique of aristocrats led by Prince Felix Yusupov.  He first gained influence on the royal family by applying hypnosis and stopping the hemophiliac Tsarevich Alexey from bleeding.  FTP, name this Russian mad monk under Tsar Nicholas II.


Answer: Grigoriy Rasputin 






11. He showed light playfulness and satiric capability in the four “mower” poems: “The Mower Against Gardens,” “Damon the Mower,” “The Mower to the Glowworms,” and “The Mower’s Song.”  He penned “An [*]Horatian Ode” to celebrate Oliver Cromwell’s victorious return from Ireland.  Appointed as an assistant to John Milton, he wrote “A Dialogue Between the Soul and Body.”  FTP, name this poet, whose most famous poem opens with the lines: “Had we but world enough, and time, / This coyness, lady, were no crime.”

Answer: Andrew Marvell 







12. This book retells Genesis 1 through Exodus 12.  Also called Little Genesis or The Testament of Moses, it emphasizes separation from non-Jews, loyalty to the Jewish religious law, and the [*]importance of secret traditions.  Purported to be an extended revelation to Moses on Mount Sinai, FTP, what is this book of the Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, which derived its name from a division of time in 49 years?


Answer: Book of Jubilees (the answer must be plural)




13. Today, this chemical is used widely in veterinary [*]medicine to produce a trance-like anesthetic state.  First introduced in the 1950s, it was quickly withdrawn from human use, but people still use it as an illegal hallucinogenic drug.  Its street names include ‘goon,’ ‘hog,’ ‘T,’ and ‘peace pills.’  Its scientific name is phencyclidine, or PCP.  FTP, identify this abused drug with a celestial name.


Answer: angel dust or angel’s mist (accept “PCP” before mention)

14. The name is the same: In computer jargon, this term, similar in meaning to a tag, is a symbol, mark, or other labeling device indicating the beginning or end of a unit of information.  It can also mean a [*]soldier stationed as a guard to prevent a surprise attack.  FTP, what is this word, signifying an individual member of a sentry.


Answer: sentinel or sentrinel 





15. In search of their god Dionysus, Silenus and his children land near Mount Etna in Sicily, where they are captured as shepherds.  While praying and bewailing their plight, these satyrs meet [*]Odysseus and his men.  Odysseus then trades milk and cheese to them for wine.  This is the silly opening of the only complete satyr play in existence.  FTP, name this 423 BC Euripides farce, which ends with the blinding of Polyphemus.


Answer: The Cyclops






16. Their chief was Keneun, or the Golden Eagle.  According to legend, lightning flashed from their eyes and they fed on killer whales.  Also known as [*]Skyamsen, FTP, identify these totem figures in Northwest American Indian religion, whose name was borrowed by the Ford Motor Company to name a line of sport cars.

Answer: Thunderbirds 





17. “First, she must unequivocally say ‘no’ to the housewife image.  This does not mean, of course, that she must divorce her husband, abandon her children, give up her home.”  This line appears in a [*]1963 bestseller in which the author argued women are not simply wives, mothers, and consumers; women must not be prevented from forming their own identities and realizing their goals.  FTP, name this book that launched the women’s movement, written by Betty Friedan.


Answer: The Feminine Mystique




18. A chromosomal type of this phenomenon is exemplified by a baby born with cri-du-chat syndrome, in which the short arm of [*]chromosome 5 is missing. A molecular type of this phenomenon is exemplified by a baby developing muscular dystrophy in a family with no prior history. FTP, what is an abrupt change in the genetic characteristics of an organism, either at the chromosomal or the DNA level?


Answer: mutation (accept any form of the word)



19. It was made out of the spoils left by Demetrios Poliorketes after an unsuccessful fourth-century BC siege.  Sculpted by Lindos, a pupil of [*]Lysippos, it took twelve years to make and was placed near the harbor entrance.  Destroyed by a 224 BC earthquake, FTP, name this seventy-cubit-tall statue of the sun god Helios, one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world.


Answer: Colossus of Rhodes 






20. The author of this 1939 play based all the characters on people he knew.  It tells the story of a group of outcasts gathering at [*]Harry Hope’s hotel saloon in New York’s lower West Side.  The central character, a salesman named Hickey, arrives to tell the outcasts that he had just shot her wife Evelyn while she slept.  The title of this play refers to the arrival of someone who will shatter the outcasts’ “pipe dreams.”  FTP, name this Eugene O’Neill play.


Answer: The Iceman Cometh


21. Each November, this city hosts a Cowboy Artists Exhibition.  The seat of Maricopa County in the Salt River Valley, it is home to the [*]Heard Museum of Anthropology and Primitive Arts.  Suburbs include Chandler and Tempe.  Professional sports teams include the Suns and Diamondbacks.  FTP, what is the capital city of Arizona?


Answer: Phoenix 








22. During the annual festival procession, believers of this god would throw [*]themselves beneath the wheels of a cart bearing his image.  With his temple at Puri, India, this Hindu deity is equated with Vishnu.  From the Sanskrit for “protector of the faith,” FTP, who is this god, whose English name has come to mean “a massive, irreversible force”?


Answer: Juggernaut 







23. Receiving the title Comte d’Artois, he had married Maria Theresa of Savoy in 1773.  During the French Revolution he fled to England and he returned to France in 1814 as his country’s [*]Lieutenant-general. Because of his repressive rule, a rebellion ousted him in 1830, forcing his abdication and exile. FTP, name this grandson of King Louis XV, who became the last Bourbon king of France.


Answer: Charles X (the tenth)






24. He lived a roguish life in his hometown of New Orleans before moving to New England in 1884.  This writer made his reputation with his Creole sketches in Scribner’s Magazine.  His literary career began in 1879 with the publication of his first novel, [*]Old Creole Days.  Author of such books as The Grandissimes and Lovers of Louisiana, FTP, identify this author, who shared his first and middle names with the first US President’s first and last names.


Answer: George Washington Cable 






Bonuses


Written by Willie Chen of UC Irvine
1. The first bonus question is dedicated to the first-place finishers in football.  Answer the following questions on the history of the Super Bowl, FTPE:

A. In Super Bowl XXX (30), this Cowboy cornerback had a key interception that set up the Cowboys’ final touchdown.  He went on to win the Super Bowl MVP award.  Who is he?


Answer: Larry Brown 

B. In the early 90s, the Buffalo Bills went to four straight Super Bowls, but they lost all four times.  All-or-nothing: Name the three teams that handed the Bills consecutive heartbreaks.


Answers: Giants, Redskins, Cowboys (twice)

C. In one of the most exciting finishes, Super Bowl XXXII (32) saw this Bronco running back score a touchdown with just two minutes left, breaking a 24-24 tie.  He went on to win the Super Bowl MVP.  Who is he?


Answer: Terrell Davis 

2. B is the second letter of the alphabet.  Identify these battles, FTPE, whose names begin with the letter B:

A. A bloody battle of the Napoleonic years, at the end of this battle both the French and the Russians were exhausted, returning to their original positions.  FTP, name this 1812 battle that enabled Napoleon to advance to Moscow.


Answer: Battle of Borodino 

B. Fought in June, 1314, the Scots under Robert the Bruce defeated the invading English forces under Edward II.  FTP, name this decisive battle.


Answer: Battle of Bannockburn 

C. Fought in September 1777, this battle saw the British under General William Howe defeat George Washington’s line.  FTP, name this battle that led to the British capture of Philadelphia during the American Revolution.


Answer: Battle of Brandywine 

3. For this bonus, recall Shakespeare’s brilliant play, Henry IV, Part One, and identify the speaker of the following quotations, FTPE:

A. “Can honor set to a leg? No. Or an arm? No. Or take away the grief of a wound? No. Honor hath no skill in surgery, then? No. What is honor? A word.”


Answer: Falstaff 

B. “I will redeem all this on Percy’s head / And in the closing of some glorious day / Be bold to tell you that I am your son.”


Answer: the Prince or Hal or the future Henry V 

C. “To put down Richard, that sweet lovely rose, / And plant this thorn, this canker, Bullingbrook?”


Answer: Hotspur 

4. There are five epochs in the Tertiary period.  For five points each, name all five epochs.  You’ll earn an impressive five bonus points for putting them in order:


Answers: Paleocene, Eocene, Oligocene, Miocene, and Pliocene 

5. 5-10-20-30, name these asteroids.

a. This asteroid, discovered by Piazzi, contains over one-third of the mass of the asteroid belt.

A: Ceres
b. This asteroid, whose discoverer is better-known for a hypothesis pertaining to the infiniteness of the universe, is also the second-largest.

A: Pallas
c. This asteroid, the 3rd-largest, appears to have a basaltic crust over an olivine mantel, an indication of differentiation during its formation.

A: Vesta
d. Finally, this asteroid, the 45th discovered, was in 1999 found to be orbited by a small satellite.

A: Eugenia
6. The movie The Sixth Sense was a sleeper hit in 1999.  Name the following people, FTPE, involved in making it:

A. This young actor said the line “I see dead people” with such vulnerability, he garnered an Oscar nomination for best supporting actor.  Who is he?


Answer: Haley Joel Osment 

B. She has an invisible role, playing Haley Joel’s grief-stricken mother.  Her tear-jerking scene in the car won her an Oscar nomination for best supporting actress.  Who is she?


Answer: Toni Colette 

C. He wrote the script and directed the film.  He also co-wrote the script for Stuart Little.  Name him.


Answer: M. Night Shyamalan 

7. Seven is a lucky number, but you’re not so lucky if you don’t know music theory.  FTPE, given four notes, identify the type of seventh chord they generate.  If you answered incorrectly, you can still earn five consolation points by identifying the root note of the chord:

A. The notes are C, F, E-flat, A.


Answer: dominant or major-minor 

Root note: F
B. The notes are C, F, A-flat, D.


Answer: half-diminished 


Root note: D 

C. The notes are C, F, E, A.


Answer: major 



Root note: F 

8. An octagon consists of eight sides.  Consider a regular octagon with each side 1 cm, answer the following questions on a 5-10-15 basis:

A. First, F5P, what is the perimeter of this octagon?


Answer: 8 cm

B. Now, FTP, what is the measure of one of the interior angles in degrees?


Answer: 135 degrees

C. Pencil and paper might be necessary for this part.  You’ll have 30 seconds to calculate the answer: In terms of simplest radicals, what is the area of this octagon?


Answer: 2 + 2 radical 2 cm2 

9. There are nine justices on the Supreme Court.  With clues provided by a recent issue of Newsweek, FTPE, identify these three justices:

A. A cautious liberal, this 67-year-old justice is recovering from surgery for colon cancer.


Answer: Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

B. He wrote the opinion for this year’s vote to strike down a Nebraska law against partial-birth abortion.  Name this Clinton appointee.


Answer: Stephen Breyer 

C. He is the most articulate conservative in the court.  A father of nine, he is also a good squash player.  Name this justice of Italian descent.


Answer: Antonin Scalia 

10.. Frederic Chopin’s Opus 10 consists of twelve études [AY-tyoods].  Some of these études have nicknames.  Given the number, key, and brief description, identify the nickname of these beautiful piano works, FTPE:

A. This étude, number four in the opus, written in C-sharp minor, contains broken chromatic passages in both hands, which sound like fast-moving water.


Answer: “Torrent” Étude

B. This étude, number twelve in the opus, written in C minor, belts heroic right-hand melodies over the turbulent left-hand accompaniment, suggesting stormy civil unrest in Chopin’s homeland.


Answer: “Revolutionary” Étude

C. This étude, number five in the opus, written in G-flat major, sings playful triplets in the right hand.  Some passages are reminiscent of the Asian pentatonic scale.


Answer: “Black Keys” Étude

11. The short story, “Eleven,” tells the story of an eleven-year-old girl who is forced by her schoolteacher to wear a jacket that wouldn’t fit her.  The jacket is an obvious symbol for the society’s pressure of conformity.  Answer the following questions on a 15-10-5 basis:

A. Which female Hispanic-American writer, F15P, wrote the short story, “Eleven”?


Answer: Sandra Cisneros 

B. Sandra Cisneros is more famous for this collection of short stories, or vignettes, about a certain road in a Hispanic neighborhood.  One of the stories is dedicated entirely to a girl’s hair.  FTP, name this book.


Answer: The House on Mango Street 

C. Sandra Cisneros set much of her literary works, F5P, in what Midwestern US city?


Answer: Chicago 

12. There are twelve animals in the Chinese zodiac cycle of years.  Answer the following questions about it, FTPE:

A. The order of animals was determined by a legendary race.  What sly animal finished first and has become the first animal of the zodiac?


Answer: mouse or rat
B. This powerful legendary animal was going to finish first, but it was sidetracked to put out storm somewhere else.  Name this animal, the fifth of the zodiac.


Answer: dragon 

C. This rather slothful animal finished last.  What is the twelfth animal of the Chinese zodiac?


Answer: pig or hog
13. I’m sure you know the fear for the number 13 is triskaidekaphobia.  This bonus asks you to identify the phobia associated with the following.  If you cannot identify the phobia, you will receive five consolation points per answer if you can spell and phobia after the moderator reveals the answer:

A. The fear of robberies or being robbed.


Answer: harpaxophobia 

B. The fear of blood.


Answer: hematophobia 

C. The fear of snakes.


Answer: ophidiophobia 

14. The Fourteen Points were accepted by the Allied powers as the basis for a peace settlement.  Answer the following questions on a 5-10-15 basis:

A. First, F5P, which US President proposed the Fourteen Points?


Answer: Woodrow Wilson 

B. Second, FTP, in what year did President Wilson outline the Fourteen Points to Congress?


Answer: 1918 

C. Much of the Fourteen Points were mirrored in this 1941 declaration of common objectives by FDR and Churchill after a secret meeting off Newfoundland.  F15P, name this document, which served as an ideological basis for Allied cooperation during World War II.


Answer: Atlantic Charter 

15. The fifteenth letter of the alphabet is O.  Identify, FTPE, these port cities whose names begin with the letter O:

A. It was a landing point for Allied forces in World War II.  FTP, name this Algerian seaport, home to a 16th-century Santa Cruz fortress that overlooks a French naval base nearby at Mers el Kabir.


Answer: Oran 

B. This seaport in northern Portugal produces fine wine and olive oil.  FTP, name this second largest city in Portugal that lends its name to a certain type of sweet alcoholic beverage.


Answer: Oporto [oh-PAW-to] 

C. This port city was almost destroyed in World War II.  FTP, name this large city, home of the Shintennoji temple and once the heart of traditional puppet theater, bunraku.


Answer: Osaka 

16. From the end of the 16th century, Earth’s weather became more stable, except in the North Atlantic.  FTPE:

A. For the next 300 years, the North Atlantic saw a renewed episode of rapid cooling.  FTP, what do scientists call this period?


Answer: Little Ice Age 

B. One documented evidence for the Little Ice Age is that the canals in this country used to freeze for three months per year through the 17th century.  Today, its canals no longer freeze.  FTP, name this European nation.


Answer: Holland or the Netherlands 

C. One possible explanation for the Little Ice Age is the residence time of sulfur dioxide in the atmosphere.  What is the major source of sulfur dioxide in the air?


Answer: volcanoes or volcanic eruptions

17. Andrew Johnson was the seventeenth President in US History.  Answer these questions FTPE:

A. Andrew Johnson was the first President to be impeached while in office.  FTP, he was impeached for violating what Act of Congress?


Answer: Tenure of Office Act

B. Johnson violated the Tenure of Office Act by firing what disloyal Secretary of the War?


Answer: Edwin Stanton 

C. In 1875, Johnson became the only former President to be elected to the Senate.  FTP, what state elected him Senator?


Answer: Tennessee 

18. Answer these questions about 19th-century American art FTPE:

A. This painter, sculptor, and illustrator was also a cowboy and rancher when he moved West from New York.  He painted the American West and recorded the Indian Wars of 1890-91.  FTP, name this man who created the bronze sculpture, “Bronco Buster.”


Answer: Frederic Remington 

B. He stayed at Proust’s Neck on the Maine Coast and was famous for his seascape paintings.  FTP, name this American painter who worked for Harper’s Weekly during the Civil War.


Answer: Winslow Homer 

C. This school of painting featured landscape painters Thomas Cole and Thomas Doughty.  FTP, name this artistic group that painted, among other scenes, the Catskill Mountains.


Answer: Hudson River School

19. This bonus deals with a poem, whose title contains the word “Twenty.”  On a 15-10-5 basis:

A. Identify this poem, F15P, which includes the following lines—“I’m the same size, shape, make as twenty years ago, / but get inside me, start the engine; / you’ll have the strength, the will to move. / I’ll pull, you push, we’ll tear each other in half.”


Answer: “Twenty-year Marriage” 

B. The writer of this poem is of Native American, African, and Asian descent.  She has only two letters in her name.  FTP, name this poet, best known for her 1979 collection of poetry, Killing Floor.


Answer: Ai 

C. Ai received her MFA in creative writing from this Southern California institution, whose graduate creative writing program is nationally ranked.  F5P, name this university, whose mascot is the anteater.


Answer: University of California, Irvine (shameless plug)

20. When people turn 21, they are mature enough to understand deep philosophy.  Given works of philosophy, identify the philosopher who penned them, FTPE:

A. Many Lives, Many Masters and The Will to Believe and Other Essays in Popular Philosophy

Answer: Dr. William James 

B. De l’espirit des lois—or, The Spirit of Laws, published in 1748


Answer: Charles-Louis de Secondat, Baron de la Brède et de Montesquieu (accept either name)

C. The Concept of Irony and Fear and Trembling

Answer: Sören Aabye Kierkegaard 

21. “The number 23 has meaning because the author wrote the book on the 23rd day of the month.”  You will critique this assertion using the theory of “The Intentional Fallacy.”  FTPE:

A. F5PE, name the two literary theorists who formulated the theory in the essay, “The Intentional Fallacy.”


Answer: W. K. Wimsatt and Monroe C. Beardsley 

B. Wimsatt and Beardsley argued that what the author intends bears no significance on how literary texts should be evaluated.  Such objectivity gave birth to what school of literary criticism in the works of John Crowe Ransom and Robert Penn Warren?


Answer: New Criticism

C. Wimsatt and Beardsley also argued that the reader’s response bears no importance in evaluating literature.  This argument was put forth in what 1949 essay?


Answer: “The Affective Fallacy” 

22.  Since there are 24 hours in a day, I thought I should write a bonus question on the mythological trio: the Hours.  But, that might be too difficult, so let’s have a bonus on another, more well-known mythological trio: the Fates.

A. This Fate carried the “abhorred shears” and cut the thread of life.


Answer: Atropos 

B. This Fate spun the thread of life.


Answer: Clotho 

C. This Fate, the Disposer of Lots, assigned to each man his destiny.


Answer: Lachesis 
23. Nigerians shouldn’t get all the coverage. Name these Southern African authors F15E.

a. This teacher, the first president of Tanzania, translated Shakespeare’s works into Swahili.

A: Julius Nyerere
b. This Jewish South African’s recent works, None to Accompany Me and The House Gun, have focused on the continued development of race relations in South Africa, following the trend begun in 1953’s The Lying Days. She also won the Nobel prize for literature in 1991.

A: Nadine Gordimer
