TOSSUPS -- PLAYOFFS      CENTER OF THE KNOWN UNIVERSE OPEN/ROLLAPALOOZA 1999
1.
Confined to a wheelchair since a 1990 auto wreck, he now serves on the faculty of Bard College and has declared himself exiled from his native land.  His short stories are collected in The Sacrifial Egg and Girls at War, and he was nomonated for a Booker prize for his 1987 novel Anthills of the Savannah.  FTP name the Nigerian-born author who tells of Okonkwo and his life in Umuofia in Things Fall Apart.

Answer: 
Chinua Achebe
2.
He was the biggest prize snagged during Project Paperclip.  Since he'd been briefly jailed in 1944 for making defeatist remarks, he seemed more politically palatable than his use of skilled slave labor from Buchenwald should have made him.  FTP name the author of I Aim for the Stars, whose work in rocket science ranged from the V-2 to the Apollo program.

Answer: 
Wernher von Braun
EDITOR'S NOTE: Mort Sahl suggested I Aim for the Stars should have been subtitled But Sometimes I Hit London.

3.
The primary witness against him was  Jim Conley, a black janitor described by one observer as "the most obscene and cold-blooded brute I ever knew."  Conley confessed to writing two notes implicating the factory watchman, Newt Lee, but later changed his story to implicate this man instead.  FTP name this Jewish manager lynched for the murder of Mary Phagan.

Answer:
Leo Frank
4.
This German civil engineer was born in Holstein in 1835.  He entered the Polytechnic Institute of Hannover at age 16.  Responsible for many bridges of note, he was also active publishing research papers until age 80.  His first paper was published in 1860 and discussed beams, but the paper he is best remembered for today was published in 1882.  For 10 points, who was this man whose "circle" describing stresses or strains at a point terrorizes engineering students to this day?

Answer: 
Christian Otto Mohr
5.
One of the best passages in Edith Hamilton’s Mythology reads, “Sometimes there are said to have been two... of that name.  Certainly two men, Iasus and Schoenius, are each called the father... but then it often happens in old stories that different names are given to unimportant persons.  If there were two, it is certainly remarkable that both wanted to sail on the Argo, both took part in the Calydonian boar hunt, both married a man who beat them in a foot race, and both were ultimately changed into lionesses.”  FTP name the heroine (or heroines?) described.
Answer:
Atalanta
6.
Some insects take advantage of it to move atop bodies of water.  It results from unbalanced molecular action which distorts the customary spherical shape of individual droplets of liquids, and it is one of the forces causing water to rise in capillary tubes.  FTP name the force that causes the uppermost part of a liquid to contract.

Answer:
surface tension
7.
This faction favored a continental war and a constitutional government. Members like J.M.R. De la Platiere and Jacques Brissot de Warville were shocked when the faction was betrayed by Charles Dumouriez.  Members of this faction had approached Charlotte Corday to assassinate Marat.  FTP, name this French Revolutionary group of moderate Republicans.

Answer: Girondist or Girondins


8.
In 1750, he was contracted by the Drybutter publishers to write a novel. He needed the money, as he was in Newgate Debtor's Prison at the time. Since ribald tales sold best, he decided to write the "Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure," whom he named Fanny Hill.  FTP, name this British author. 

Answer: John Cleland
9.
This man simultaneously earned degrees in law from Harvard and Yale.  He served in the Revolutionary War and  also courted the daughter of Abigail and John Adams.  He eventually became the Chief Justice of the state of Vermont.  He is best known, however, for his role in defining American drama.  FTP name the author of  The Contrast.                                                                     

Answer:
Royall Tyler
10.
20th century advocates includes Nicholas Georgescu-Roegen, E. J. Mishan, Robert Heilbroner, and Kenneth Boulding, who proposed “an economics of spaceship earth.”  They propose it not only for the low-income, less developed 3rd world countries where its effects are more obvious, but also for developed nations whose lower birthrates still strain worldwide resource use.  FTP name this goal for humanity prescribed by modern Malthusians.
Answer:
zero population growth or ZPG; accept steady-state economy or no-growth society

11.
The second movement is Andante con moto in A flat, a major key which gives it serenity; the third movement, the Scherzo, switches back to the somber C minor of the first movement.  The upsurge of the finale features three instruments -- piccolo, trombone, and double bassoon -- making their first appearance in a symphony of the Classical Viennese school.   FTP identify Opus 67 by Ludwig van Beethoven, characterized rhythmically by the “three shorts and a long” pattern of the first four notes.
Answer:
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony

12.
His large body of work ranges from large menacing shapes to tender, intimate forms.  A native of

Aberdeen, Washington, this abstract expressionist also produced lithographs, etchings, and collages.  FTP name this artist, whose works include series such as Je t'aime and Elegies to the Spanish Republic.

Answer: 
Robert Motherwell
13.
This book states that the only true philosophic question is that of suicide.  It examines the absurdist nature of human existence through the figure of a Greek king condemned continuously to roll a stone up a mountain in Tartarus, only to have it roll down again.  (You know, the guy from round 10.)  FTP, name this tract by Albert Camus.

answer: The Myth of Sisyphus (Le Mythe du Sisiphe)

14.
These long, fluted spearpoints were first found in the early 1900's by a cowboy near the New Mexico town for which they are named.  In 1926, some were found intermingled with the bones of an extinct species of bison; this caused anthropologists to revise their estimates and conclude that people had migrated to North America by about 8,000 B.C.  For 10 pts., name this significant type of prehistoric spearhead, which shares its name with where Johnny Cash said he went because he “shot a man in Reno just to watch him die.”.

Answer:
Folsom points

15.
He turns 35 in 1999.  Since 1964, he has had his thumbnail on the wrong side of his thumb!  This makes his form copyrightable, since as the grandaddy of action figures, he has made Hasbro millions.  FTP, name this army guy.

Answer: G.I. Joe


16.
After the assassination of the Roman emperor Pertinax in A.D. 193, the Praetorian Guard offered the throne to the highest bidder at an auction.  This man outbid Sulpicianus for the honor, to the tune of 300 million sesterces.  For this he reigned as emperor a whopping 66 days before his beheading by his successor, the aptly named Septimus Severus.  F10P name this briefest of Roman emperors.


Answer:
Marcus Didius Julianus
17.
A native of Sandersville, GA, his given last name was Poole.  He moved to Detroit for an auto plant job in 1923.  In 1930 he met Wallace D. Fard (or Wali Farad), founder of the organization this man would head for 40 years after Fard's disappearance.  FTP name this racial separatist, longtime principal leader of the Nation of Islam.

Answer: 
Elijah Muhammad
18.
They are found in the order of fish called either Dipnoi or Sarcopterygii.  Generally paired, in mammals they’re typically separated from the thorax by the mediastinum and subdivided internally into bronchi, bronchioles, and alveoli.  FTP name these sac-like organs of gaseous exchange.
Answer:
lungs

19.
It replaced the Wheeler-Schebler Trophy, which had been awarded annually, for some reason, to the person  leading 80% of the way through; the winner got the L. Straus & Co. Trophy.  But, Wheeler-Schebler Carburetor Company became the Marvel-Schebler Products Division of another company, and the new trophy was born.  For 10 points, name this trophy, which depicts the 57 winners to date of the Indianapolis 500.

Answer:  Borg-Warner Trophy

20.
There are, in fact, three different title locations.  The first is a converted girls school that the Berrys buy and open up for lodgers.  The second is in Vienna, where Freud (not the psychiatrist) has invited them to stay and run a hotel.  The third is in Maine, where they buy the Hotel Arbuthnot and re-name it.  For 10 points, identify this title business of a 1981 John Irving novel.

Answer: 
The Hotel New Hampshire
21.
He was the ship's surgeon aboard the Antelope, when the ship was wrecked off Van Diemen's Land.  When he gets to shore, the natives think him an agent of Blefuscu.  So, they tie him upon the very beach, although they are the small Lilliputians.  FT, name this character created by Jonathan Swift.

Answer: Lemuel Gulliver


