1999 Michigan MLK Memorial

Questions By OSU

Tossups

1.
The capital of this African kingdom was Abomey (a-BOH-me).  With a corps of women soldiers, who Europeans referred to as Amazons, they seized control of coastal towns and became a major supplier of slaves.  The power of this kingdom grew in the early-mid 19th century under King Gezo but the French moved into their territory and it became a French colony.  FTP, name of this kingdom, also the original name of independent Benin. 

Answer:
Dahomey
2.
A poem in fifteen sections, it was written for and inscribed to "W. M. the Younger" and subtitled "A Child's Story."  An illustrated edition was used in the movie "The Sweet Hereafter" relating the death of many of the film town's young children to the well-known story told in the poem.  FTP, name this Robert Browning poem in which a town is left nearly childless by the end of its narrative.

Answer:
The Pied Piper of Hamelin
3.
 It is equal to 3.086 times 10 to the 16th power meters or 3.262 light-years.  Contrary to dialogue in "Star Wars" it is not a unit of time.  FTP, identify this unit which is the distance at which one astronomical unit subtends one arc-second.

Answer:
a Parsec
4.
In an editorial written in March 1998 she encouraged Russian women to participate in power, by voting and running for office.  A one-time member of several legislative bodies including the State Duma and the USSR Parliament she was the only woman nominated from the Russian presidency in 1996.  FTP, name this St. Petersburg-based politician who was killed on the staircase of her apartment in late 1998.

Answer:
Galina Starovoitova (Star-oh-voi-TOE-va)

5.
Born on February 7, 1817, in Maryland he was the son of a slave, Harriet Bailey.  An escape attempt in 1836 failed, but two years later he successfully fled to New Bedford, Massachusetts.  An impromptu address he gave in Nantucket sparked his career as an abolitionist; in later years he twice fled overseas fearing potential capture and prosecution under the Fugitive Slave Act.  FTP, identify this man who served near the end of his life as US minister to Haiti and who wrote a famous slave narrative.

Answer:
Frederick Douglass
6.
All voluntary transactions must already have been made for a system to be in this state but equity of distribution is not implied.  FTP, identify this condition, in which the only way to improve the welfare of one person or entity is to decrease the welfare of another.

Answer: 
Pareto Efficiency (or Pareto Efficient)

7.
The name's the same.  One was a London-born keyboard player for a progressive rock group, the other a Mississippi-born writer who advanced a progressive cause.  FTP, give the name shared by these two 20th-century people, the keyboard player for Pink Floyd and the author of "Native Son."

Answer: 
Richard Wright
8.
Yews, gingkos, and cycads are all these type of plant.  The most ancient seed plants, they are generally pollinated by wind, and the seed-bearing structures of most are organized into cones.  FTP, name this class of plants which does not produce flowers and which includes evergreen trees.

Answer:
Gymnosperms
9.
This titular character is called in by the family of a wealthy Florentine aristocrat who has just died and left most of his inheritance to the friars of Santa Reparata.  He and the family con a notary into drafting a new will with this man posing as the dead Buoso Donati.  In the end, he double-crosses the family, willing himself the prize possessions -- a mule, a house in Florence, and the mills of Signa.  FTP, name this man and the Puccini opera in which he appears.

Answer:
Gianni Schichi
10.
"Solutions to problems cannot be found in a pool of bitterness."  So said this man following his recent election to a new position.  A history and government teacher as well as a wrestling coach at Late Night sidekick Andy Richter's old high school for 16 years he moved first into local and then national politics.  FTP, name this politician who was elected the new Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Answer:
Dennis Hastert
11.
A follower of Pythagoras, he felt that something either existed, or it didn't.  He believed that the senses were untrustworthy and that only logical reasoning could be used as a guide.  He founded the Eleatic (eel-ee-AT-ic) school, whose members included Zeno of Elia and Melissus of Samos.  FTP, identify this philosopher who wrote "The Way of Truth" and "The Way of Seeming" and believed that anything which changes cannot be real.

Answer:
Parmenides of Elia

12.
This author was born in Brooklyn, New York in 1914.  He would go on to study at the City College of New York and Columbia University, before teaching at the Oregon State University.  He became famous for his interpretations of Jewish life and wrote short stories such as "The Magic Barrel" and "The Jewbird."  FTP, name this author known best for his combination of myth and baseball in "The Natural."

Answer:
Bernard Malamud
13.
Originally teams in this sport numbered up to 100 players and the game would start between two towns or parishes and end when one team took the ball into the other team's town or parish.  Modernized, today fifteen players make up a team and players may kick, dribble, or punch the ball -- throwing and carrying the ball more than four steps is not permitted.  FTP, name this sport played primarily in Ireland.

Answer:
Gaelic Football (prompt on Football and Soccer)

14.
Rising above the Belle Fourche River, it is a natural rock formation about 865 feet high and the area at the top is roughly 1.5 acres.  Located in northeastern Wyoming, the rock that comprises it is more erosion-resistant than the surrounding rock, which has been worn away.  FTP, identify this geographical feature, both the first national monument of the U.S. and a central location in Steven Spielberg's "Close Encounters of the Third Kind."

Answer: 
Devils Tower National Monument

15.
Written in or around 411 BC, this play could not be sent through the US mails for many years due to the Comstock Act.  In 1967, it was banned in the author's homeland of Greece by the military junta that ruled at that time.  Conflict between a chorus of old men and a chorus of old women is central to this play whose characters include Lampito and Myrrhine.  FTP, identify this play by Aristophanes in which women take a novel path to discourage war.

Answer:
Lysistrata
16.
Number 21 on his list was "Proof of the existence of linear differential equations having a prescribed monodromic group."  Number 15 was "Rigorous foundation of Schubert's enumerative calculus."  These and 21 other problems were proposed for study in the 20th century during his address in 1900 to the International Congress of Mathematicians.  FTP, identify this mathematician.

Answer:
David Hilbert 
(Accept early equivalents on such as "Hilbert's 23 Problems,")

17.
Almost 150 people reached safety by escaping to the roof of the Asch building and climbing a ladder lowered by NYU Law School students.  Still, 146 women died in less than an hour on March 25, 1911.  The owners of the company for which they worked were charged with manslaughter but acquitted for lack of evidence that they knew a specific door was locked.  FTP, identify this company, its name forever associated with a horrific fire.

Answer:
Triangle Shirtwaist Company

18.
From its beginning in the Andes Mountains of Colombia, it flows southeast for roughly 1000 miles, crosses into Brazil and empties into the Amazon River.  FTP, name this river which forms part of the border between Colombia and Ecuador and virtually the entire Peru-Colombia border.

Answer:
Putumayo
19.
He first appeared on the radio show "Detective Story" but the character was so popular, the show took on his name.  Also appearing in stories written primarily by Walter B. Gibson as Maxwell Grant, he battled such adversaries as The Black Master and The Five Chameleons.  FTP, identify this character who could defy gravity, unravel any code, and "cloud men's minds"; he was played by Alec Baldwin in a recent movie. 

Answer:
The Shadow
20.
He wrote dissenting opinions in Bowers v. Hardwick and New York Times Co. v. United States.  Appointed to the Supreme Court by Richard Nixon in 1970 he had previously acted as in-house counsel to the Mayo Clinic and had been appointed by Eisenhower to the US Court of Appeals.  FTP, identify this Supreme Court justice who most famously wrote the opinion of the court in Roe v. Wade.

Answer:
Harry A. Blackmun
21.
In this particular type of horse race, there is more involved than winning prizes for the owners and gambling for the spectators.  All horses in these races are up for sale by their owner, a selling price is stipulated before the race and if someone chooses to buy the horse they will own the horse as of the completion of the race.  FTP, identify these special races.

Answer: 
Claiming races 

22.
Early proponents of this misguided scientific movement were based in the U.S. and Great Britain; in Nazi Germany, it gathered strength.  In the US it led to the sterilization of "imbeciles [...] and habitual criminals."  A relatively benign form of this movement encouraged parents with so-called favorable traits to have many offspring.  FTP, name this movement of applied genetics that ignored the role that environment plays on traits.

Answer:
eugenics 

23.
In 1996 the Columbus, Ohio Public Library removed a series of three books following a patron's compliant that they were pornographic.  The books, which include "The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty," were published pseudonymously in the early 80s before the height of their author's popularity.  FTP, name the woman who published these books as A. N. Rocquelare (roh-QUE-lair), better known for her Mayfair witches books and her vampire books.

Answer: 
Anne Rice
(Accept A. N. Rocquelare prior to mention of that name)

24.
As the head of the aerospace division of his firm he, in 1993, arranged for the acquisition of the Dutch airplane manufacturer, Fokker.  Two years later, as CEO, he began a program of divesting the company of such distracting diversifications.  FTP, identify this German executive, likened to GE's Jack Welch, who in 1998 arranged the merger of Chrysler and Daimler-Benz.

Answer:
Jurgen Schrempp
25.
He studied law at the University of Edinburgh from 1724 to 1726 but was unhappy with his studies and took up literature and philosophy.  Living in France during the following decade, he wrote his first work "A Treatise of Human Nature" which he later dismissed as immature.  FTP, name this philosopher and political writer whose "A History of England" was used as a standard text for many years after its 1761 completion.

Answer:
David Hume
26.
The first winner was "Something to Answer For" by P.H. Newby.  Other winners have been Paul Scott's "Staying On," V.S. Naipul's "In a Free State," and Peter Carey's "Oscar and Lucinda."  The monetary award is equivalent to roughly $30,000.  FTP, identify this literary award, won in 1998 by Ian McEwan for "Amsterdam."

Answer:
The Booker McConnell Prize

Bonuses

1.
For the stated number of points, identify these financial terms or concepts.

(5)
For five points, "The simultaneous buying and selling of a security at two different prices in two different markets, resulting in profits without risk."

Answer: 
Arbitrage
(10)
FTP, "Anti-takeover device that gives a firm's shareholders the right to buy shares of the firm at a deep discount to their fair market value under certain conditions typically related to the accumulation of a large portion of the firm's shares by another entity."

Answer:
Poison Pill
(15)
For fifteen points, "A bond characteristic such that the price appreciation will be less than the price depreciation for a large change in yield of a given number of basis points."

Answer: 
Negative Convexity
2.
It was "Bloody Monday" in the NFL on December 28 as five head coaches were fired.  For five points each, name them all.  A five point bonus for all correct.

Answer:
Dave Wannstedt, Dom Capers, Ray Rhodes, Ted Marchibroda, 

Dennis Erickson
3.
FTP each identify these concepts from Chemistry.

(10)
Law that states that the total pressure of a mixture of gases is equal to the sum of the partial pressures of the component gases.

Answer: 
Dalton's Law

(10)
The gradual addition of one solution to another until the amount of the reactant being added stoichiometrically matches the amount of the reactant initially present.

Answer:
Titration
(10)
This rule says that the entropy of vaporization of a liquid is approximately equal to heat of vaporization of the liquid divided by the boiling point of the liquid in kelvins.

Answer:
Trouton's Rule

4.
For ten points each name these men related to Julius Caesar by marriage.

(10)
Caesar's uncle by marriage, he defeated a Roman migration and was consul an unprecedented five times in a row.  

Answer:
Gaius Marius
(10)
Another uncle, he fought Marius in a civil war, but retired at the height of his power.  

Answer:
Lucius Cornelius Sulla
(10)
The father of Caesar's first wife, he controlled ruled Rome for two years after the death of Marius.

Answer:
Lucius Cornelius Cinna
5.
Given works of architecture, name their architects for ten points each

(10)
Carson Pirie Scott and Company Department Store and the Wainwright Building

Answer:
Louis Sullivan
(10)
San Carlo alle Quattro Fontane and San Ivo

Answer:
Francesco Boromino
(10)
Santo Spirito and Santa Maria degli Angeli

Answer:
Filippo Brunelleschi
6.
Given a figure from Greek mythology, identify them for the stated number of points.

(5)
Zeus condemned him to Tartarus where he was forever compelled to push a stone up a steep hill.

Answer:
Sisyphus
(10)
He was the hero who tamed the winged horse Pegasus, killed the Chimera, and defeated the Amazons.

Answer:
Bellerophon
(15)
The goddess Demeter ate his left shoulder after his father, Tantalus, killed him and served his boiled flesh to the gods.

Answer:
Pelops
7.
On January 7, 1999 an ill-fated cease-fire was announced in a war-torn West African Country

(5)
For five points, name the country.

Answer:
Sierra Leone
(5/15)
For five points for one, fifteen for both; name the Sierra Leonean President and the Revolutionary United Front leader who reached this short-term agreement.

Answer:
Ahman Tejan Kabbah and Foday Sankoh
(10)
For another ten points, name the Nigerian-led intervention force that helped return Kabbah to power and controlled the Lungi International Airport where the agreement was announced.

Answer:
Ecomog
8.
FTP each, given a quote, name the Shakespearean play from which it comes.

(10)
"If music be the food of love, play on." 

Answer:
Twelfth Night
(10)
"We are such stuff as dreams are made on; and our little life is rounded with a sleep."

Answer:
The Tempest
(10)
"Angels and ministers of grace, defend us!"         

Answer:
Hamlet
9.
This film's composer also composed music for this year's "A Civil Action."  Its director recently released "A Simple Plan" and two of its leads went on to star in Schindler's List and Fargo.  

(10)
FTP, name this comic-book-like 1990 film about a hideously scarred scientist.  

Answer:
Darkman
(20)
Now, for five points each, name the composer, director, actor and actress referred to above.

Answer: 
Danny Elfman (Composer), 

Sam Raimi (Director), 

Liam Neeson (Actor), 

and Frances McDormand (Actress)

10.
For five points each, name the capital of these African countries, with a ten point bonus for all correct.

(5)
Mauritania

Answer: 
Nouakchott
(5)
Mali

Answer:
Bamako
(5)
Morocco

Answer:
Rabat
(5)
Mozambique

Answer:
Maputo 

11.
There have been many famous historians of the Roman Empire.  For ten points each, name the historian who wrote each work.

(10)
The Twelve Caesars

Answer:
Suetonius
(10)
Germania 

Answer:
Tacitus
(10)
The Makers of Rome

Answer:
Plutarch
12.
FTP each, identify these particles.

(10)
It is the only electrically-neutral lepton.

Answer:
neutrinos

(10)
Protons and neutrons are both a member of this class of particles.

Answer:
baryons

(10)
The heaviest lepton, like electrons they have an electric charge of -1.

Answer:
tau particles

13.
Answer the following questions related to a religion, 5-10-15.

(5)
For five points, identify the religion whose founder taught that the religions a series of Messengers including Moses, Buddha, Krishna, and himself were successive stages in the spiritual development of the world civilization.

Answer:
Baha'i
(10)
For another ten points, identify the founder of Baha'i.

Answer:
Baha'u'llah
(15)
For fifteen points, identify the supreme legislative organ of the Bahá'í administrative order, instituted by Baha'u'llah whose seat is on Mount Carmel in Haifa, Israel.

Answer:
the Universal House of Justice
14.
For the stated number of points, answer these questions about the current Microsoft antitrust trial.

(5)
For five points, who is the Judge in this case?

Answer:
Thomas Penfield Jackson
(10)
For ten points, name the MIT economics professor who expressed fears that "We're going to live in a Microsoft world."

Answer:
Franklin M. Fisher
(10)
For 10 points, all or nothing, name the three companies involved in a November deal which some claimed could hurt the government's case against Microsoft.

Answer:
AOL or America Online, Sun Microsystems, and Netscape
(5)
For a final five points, name the Sun Microsystems employee, inventor of Java, who was grilled by Microsoft's attorneys about the soundness of that language.

Answer:
James Gosling
15.
FTP each answer these questions about Joseph McCarthy.

(10)
McCarthy beat this popular sitting senator in a 1946 Republican primary and then went on to win the seat.

Answer:
Robert LaFolette Jr.

(10)
Which Cabinet-Level Department did McCarthy originally claim was infested with Communists?

Answer:
Department of State
(10)
Who famously shamed McCarthy in 1954 asking him "Have you no sense of decency, sir, at long last?"

Answer:
Joseph N. Welch
16.
Given the works of fiction from 19th-century American authors, name the authors for ten points each.

(10)
"Redburn" and "Typee"

Answer:
Herman Melville
(10)
"The Birthmark" and "Rappacini's Daughter"

Answer:
Nathaniel Hawthorne
(10)
"Hop-frog" and "The Balloon-Hoax"

Answer:
Edgar Allan Poe
17.
30-20-10 name the composer from works.

(10)
"Roaratorio: An Irish Circus on Finnegans Wake" for speaker, Irish musicians, and 62-track tape.

(10)
"Sonatas and Interludes for Prepared Piano," "Music for Amplified Toy Pianos"

(10)
"4 minutes, 33 seconds"

Answer:
John Cage
18.
Given the definitions from the field of anthropology, give the terms for ten points each.

(10)
Portable objects whose form is modified or wholly created by human activity.

Answer:
artifacts
(10)
Nonportable human-made objects that cannot be removed from their place of discovery without altering or destroying their original form.

Answer:
features
(10)
Nonartifactual natural remains that nonetheless have cultural relevance.

Answer:
ecofacts
19.
30-20-10 name the scientist from clues.

(30)
Born in 1797, he was knighted and eventually was made a baron.  He developed a method for classifying strata, or layers, by studying ancient marine beds in Western Europe.

(20)
The names he proposed for three epochs—Eocene, Miocene, and Pliocene—are still used today.

(10)
Building on the work of James Hutton, he developed the theory of uniformitarianism.
Answer:
Charles Lyell

20.
For five points each with a bonus five for all correct, given a recent Billboard Hot 100 single name the performer.

(5)
"Have You Ever?"                

Answer:
Brandy
(5)
"This Kiss"                     

Answer:
Faith Hill
(5)
"Save Tonight"                  

Answer:
Eagle-Eye Cherry
(5)
"The Power of Good-Bye"         

Answer: 
Madonna
(5)
"Iris"                          

Answer:
Goo Goo Dolls
21.
Answer these questions about people involved in events surrounding the Salem witch trials FTP each.

(10)
This home of this controversial minister was a focal point for the beginning of the crisis.  His daughter and her cousin were among the first "afflicted" and one of his slaves, Tituba, was hung as a witch.

Answer:
Samuel Parris
(10)
This man arrived from England in 1692 as Governor and set up a special court to try the accused.

Answer:
William Phips
(10)
This 80-year-old man was crushed to death under heavy stones.

Answer:
Giles Corey
22.
For five points each, with a bonus five for all correct, name the five nations which border Laos.

Answer: 
China, Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam
23.
For five points each and a five point bonus for all correct, order the initial release/adoption of these programming languages from earliest to most recent: Perl, BASIC, Ada, FORTRAN, C.

Answer: 
FORTRAN (1957), 

BASIC (1964), 

C (1972), 

Ada (1980), 

Perl (1988)

24.
Robin Yount, George Brett, and Nolan Ryan were all elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1999.

(5)
For five points each name the highest three vote-getters this year that did not receive enough votes for induction.  One was a member of Cincinnati's Big Red Machine and the other two were catchers.

Answer:
Tony Perez, Carlton Fisk, and Gary Carter
(5)
For another five points for one or fifteen for both, name the two players who were in their fifteenth and final year on the Hall of Fame ballot.

Answer:
Mickey Lolich and Minnie Minoso
25.
Name the historical decade, 30-20-10.

(30)
The Fourth Lateran Council was held; The Mongol Army of Genghis Kahn seized Peking

(20)
The so-called "Children's Crusade" occurred.

(10)
The Magna Carta was signed, then declared void by Pope Innocent III.

Answer: 
The 1210s

25. 
Given a definition from aquatic ecology, name the term for ten points each.

(10)
Term meaning "freely floating" that applies to organisms that float on or near the surface of the water

Answer:
plankton
(10)
Term meaning "strongly swimming" that applies to organisms that can swim through water on their own

Answer:
nekton
(10)
Term referring to organisms that live on the bottom of waters or within the sediments

Answer:
benthos (accept benthic)

26.
Given an author, give the country in which they were born, FTP each.

(10)
Isak Dinesen (AKA Karen Blixen)

Answer:
Denmark
(10)
Chinua Achebe

Answer:
Nigeria
(10)
H.H. Munro

Answer:
Burma
