PennBowl 007:  License to Buzz





	Back by popular demand, PennBowl 007 will be held January 23rd and 24th on the University of Pennsylvania campus in David Rittenhouse Laboratories, Towne Hall, and Moore Hall.  Right now, an exact schedule has not been set, but tentative times are Friday from 5PM to 11PM and Saturday from 8AM to 7PM.  The field will be open to 68 teams, broken into four brackets.  Questions will be written by participating teams and will be roughly based on Stanford guidelines with difficulty resembling that of previous PennBowl tournaments (See below).  The tournament will consist of timed rounds.  Each bracket will have a full round robin.  This will then be followed by quarter-final, semi-final, and final rounds.  Any information in this announcement is subject to change, in which case an announcement alerting the community to the change will be made.








Teams:


	The field is open to 68 teams.  The field is open to teams from any institution of higher learning whose official language is English.  Each school is allowed to register a maximum of two teams in an effort to ensure a high level of diversity.  Teams must be composed of full-time University students with a maximum of one graduate student per team.  No composite teams (teams containing players representing more than one school) or masters teams (teams composed of players not currently enrolled in a university or college) will be allowed to register.  In the interest of fair bracket construction, schools sending two teams should make it clear to the tournament director in their registration request which team is considered the stronger.


	No spots have been reserved prior to this announcement.  Places will be reserved in the order requests are received by e-mail.  Requests made by telephone will NOT be honored.  Any requests made prior to this announcement have NOT been honored -- please re-contact the tournament director.  


	A separate e-mail account is being used exclusively for requests for team registration.  The e-mail address is as follows:  jason@mec.sas.upenn.edu.  Requests for team registration sent to any other e-mail address will NOT be honored.  A request for team registration should include the name and e-mail address of a contact for EACH team that is planning to attend the tournament.  Subsequent announcements will be sent to the contacts designated.  This measure is intended to ensure efficiency of communication between the Director and the teams.  





Prices and discounts:


	


	The cost of sending one team:			$120


	The cost of sending a second team:			$100


	


	Functional buzzer system discount:			-$10  	(maximum one per team sent)


	Moderator					-$20	(maximum one per team sent)


	Functional clock discount				-$5	(3 maximum)


	Pack submitted before December 1, 1997		-$10


	


	The University of Pennsylvania Academic Demolition Team reserves the right to return any pack of questions which does not meet packet writing restrictions delineated below.  If a pack is returned to its authors, any early submission discount will be forfeited.  A new deadline will be sent with the pack upon return.  If a pack is resubmitted and is still not acceptable for use due to balance problems or poor writing, a penalty of  $10 will be incurred on the team submitting.  Likewise, any team not submitting a pack before the final deadline of January 13th will suffer a $10 penalty.  If there are problems meeting this final deadline, direct them to the tournament director at jarvey@mail.sas.upenn.edu or by telephone at (215) 417-5193.  Packs should be sent to either jarvey@mail.sas.upenn.edu, escooper@mail.sas.upenn.edu, or jplevy@mail.sas.upenn.edu.  





Question guidelines:


	Packs will be composed of thirty toss-ups and thirty bonuses.  Question distribution is delineated below.  In writing questions, it should be kept in mind that this is to be a timed tournament.  Therefore, toss-up questions should be of short to medium length and bonuses should have no more than four parts.  Bonus points should be available in multiples of five, the total of which per question being between 20 and 30 points.  All toss-ups are of ten point value; no power toss-ups are in effect.


	Certain types of questions will not be tolerated.  Spelling toss-ups will not be accepted under any circumstances.  Spelling bonuses should be used in moderation and only with just cause.  Multiple choice bonus parts of binary or tertiary nature will not be accepted under any circumstances.  Multiple choice bonuses involving four possible choices should be avoided and will only be accepted if they are particularly interesting (English city, type of cheese, both, or neither would be an acceptable bonus of quaternary nature).  Sequencing of elements bonuses are acceptable, but should be used in moderation.  30-20-10 bonuses are encouraged.


	The following is a delineation of the question distribution requirements.  Each question should be labeled according to which category it is intended to fall under.  Packs that do not include labeling of questions will be returned to their writers and will cause the appropriate penalties.  Likewise, any pack whose questions are submitted in the order of the category listing here included will be returned to the authors for resequencing of questions incurring the appropriate penalties.  This is done to ensure efficiency in editing of questions.  The question editors will have enough to do trying to limit the number of repeat questions without having to deal with resequencing and labeling.  


	No packs will be returned on the basis of questions that duplicate those sent by other schools.


	All questions submitted become property of The University of Pennsylvania Demolition Team, including packs not used in the tournament proper.  All questions are subject to sale after the completion of PennBowl 007.  The question editors reserve the right to combine packs from different teams in order to ensure question quality and the prevention of repeat questions.  


	Each pack should include the following:


	


	Science:  4TUs, 4Bs


		Required, one toss-up and one bonus question in each of the fields of Physics, Biology,


		 Chemistry.


	Literature/Philosophy:  4TUs, 4Bs


		Required, one question in each of the following categories:  non-western literature, 			ancient literature, philosophy, poetry, theater.  (A question about Li Po, the ancient 			Chinese poet would satisfy three of these requirements in of itself.)


	History:  4TUs, 4Bs


		Required, one each of non-western and ancient history


		Maximum allowed of four American, 3 English, 2 Russian, and 4 20th Century history 			questions.


	Current Events:  2TUs, 2Bs


		Sports is not considered under the category of Current Events.


	Popular Culture/Sports:  3TUs, 3Bs


		Maximum of three sports questions allowed.  This category includes film in all its 			capacities.


	Geography:  2TUs, 2Bs


		Required, one each of physical and political geography


	Fine Arts:  4TUs, 4Bs


		Required, one each of music, painting, and architecture.  


		Maximum of three each in painting and Renaissance art.


		Jazz, blues, and film are not included in this category; they belong in popular culture


	Social Sciences:  2TUs, 2Bs


		Required, one each of Economics, Psychology, and Law.


		Maximum of two each in Economics, Psychology, and Law.


		Other fields are encouraged, such as Political Science and Sociology, though the difficulty 			of writing questions in this field is recognized.


	Religions:  3TUs, 3B


		Required, one each in Mythology, Judeo-Christeo-Islamic Religion, Non-western Religion


		Maximum of 3 Mythology, 3 Christianity, 2 Christianity within the same denomination


	General/Miscellaneous:  2TUs, 2Bs


		This is the area for self-expression.  Write what you want to.  In this category, would fit 			those questions that don’t fit anywhere else (English City, Type of Cheese, both, or 			neither), questions that cross category lines (identify these seemingly unrelated things), or 			questions whose categories are already full.  It is also permissible to break any of the 			maximum requirements delineated above (within reason), so long as the question is 			labeled MISCELLANEOUS.  We encourage creativity.


	The above guidelines, with the exception of the Miscellaneous category are NOT flexible and are NOT negotiable.  If any pack submitted violates these questions, the pack will be returned at the discretion of the editors.  A detailed summary of problems to be addressed and the new deadline will be attached to the returned packet.  Returned packets ant associated penalties are NOT negotiable, though deadlines are (see above).


	I realize that these terms may seem a bit draconian.  However, we wish to put on a quality tournament, as we have done in the past.  We feel that the above terms are designed to best ensure the quality and precision of the tournament.  


	If there are any questions regarding the tournament, its requirements, its regulations, or any topics not covered in this message, please direct them to me at jarvey@mail.sas.upenn.edu.  More detailed announcements concerning final schedule, directions to the tournament location, and enrolled teams will be sent to those schools with reserved slots at a later date.


						--Jason Arvey, PennBowl 007 Director


	 


		


