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Toss-Up Questions

1. His father skipped town a long time ago and is not heard from except for a terse postcard farewell from Mexico.  He tells the audience that he is the opposite of a magician because he shows the truth disguised as an illusion.  An aspiring poet, he begins Scene III with a reference to the “fiasco at Rubicam’s Business College,” where his sister dropped out without telling their mother.  He recommends Jim O’Connor as a gentleman caller for his sister, and his mother Amanda heartily approves.  FTP, identify this brother of Laura Wingfield and narrator of Tennessee Williams’ The Glass Menagerie.

Answer: Tom Wingfield (prompt on Wingfield)

2. Andre Geim demonstrated that the “anti” variety of this effect may be more common than the normal variety, and type II superconductors display a mixed variety of this effect.  It was first observed by its namesake discoverer in 1933 while cooling tin crystals to 3.72 K.  As the crystals approached the critical temperature, they began expelling the earth’s magnetic field from the interior, indicating the material had become perfectly diamagnetic.  FTP, identify this effect that demonstrates the falling off of the magnetic flux as a material becomes superconductive.

Answer: Meissner effect

3. The only eyewitness account of this battle comes from the historian Michael Attaleiates.  Joseph Tarchaniotes, who led his troops to join the enemy instead of marching to Lake Van, left Nicephorus Byrennius to march unsupported to the namesake location.  One army formed a crescent and rained arrows upon the other, causing them to retreat from the steppes.  The king Alp Arslan then ordered his troops forward as the Byzantines were given the order to withdraw by Emperor Romanus IV Diogenes.  FTP, identify this 1071 battle that saw the Byzantines lose their eastern hegemony to the Seljuk Turks.

Answer: Battle of Manzikert
4. In 1728, he attempted to establish a missionary college in Bermuda but failed.  His philosophical system eliminated any possibility of knowledge of an external material world, and supposed that a deity continually evoked perception in the human mind.  An idealist, he proposed his views in the work Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous when his more difficulty treatise failed to convince others.  FTP, identify this 18th century Irish philosopher and author of Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge.

Answer: George Berkeley
5. Astros scout Hal Newhouser quit after Houston refused to draft this player in 1992 as their first pick, instead picking Phil Nevin.  The creator of the Turn 2 Foundation to prevent teenage substance abuse, he was named MVP of the 2000 Fall Classic when his team beat the Mets in five games.  A unanimous choice for Rookie of the Year, he was the MVP of the 2000 All-Star Game and his leadoff homer in Game 4 of the 2000 World Series earned him another MVP.  FTP, identify this baseball player that wears #2 and currently plays shortstop for the New York Yankees.

Answer: Derek Jeter
6. The first part was written in Somerset in 1798, while the second was written in the Lake District in 1800.  First published in 1816 along with The Pains of Sleep, this poem discusses how the title character retreats to the wood late one night to meet “her own betrothed knight,” who “Hath a toothless mastiff bitch.”  She meets the woman Geraldine in the forest, who at the end is led forth by “The aged knight, Sir Leoline.”  This poem begins, “’Tis the middle of the night by the castle clock, / And the owls have awakened the crowing cock.”  FTP, identify this long poem by Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

Answer: Christabel
7. It is theorized to have an upper cloud layer resembling earth’s smog, and a lower cloud layer composed of ethane vapor.  Observations by the Hubble Space Telescope have revealed a potential elevated surface area about the size of Australia.  Found in 1655 by Christiaan Huygens, his namesake probe will enter this body’s atmosphere, while the Cassini probe explores the planet around which it orbits.  The second largest moon in the solar system, FTP, identify this largest moon of Saturn.

Answer: Titan
8. The first one was named after a Representative from Missouri and was passed in 1887.  It augmented the first Morrill Act and established lands for the study of scientific agriculture.  The second and more famous was passed in 1939, and placed a $5,000 ceiling on annual individual campaign contributions, and prohibited the purchase of advertising for candidates.  Named after a Senator from New Mexico, it was also known as the Political Activity Act.  FTP, identify the common name of these two acts, the latter of which controlled campaign expenditures.

Answer: Hatch Act

9. It is generally reached by its namesake Portal trail, thirteen miles west of the town of Lone Pine.  Its eastern face is generally considered the hardest to climb, and contains the feature known as Tower Traverse.  It was first crested in 1873 by Lucas, Johnson, and Begole, and it rises from the Owens Valley in the Sierra Nevada mountains.  It lies in both Sequoia National Park and King’s Canyon National Park.  It also happens to be a mere 85 miles from the lowest point in the lower 48 states.  FTP, identify this mountain, the highest peak in the coterminous U.S.

Answer: Mount Whitney
10. They were created in 1819 and were painted on the plaster of the walls of the house called Quinta del sordo.  Fourteen in number, they were never titled but historians have given them the names we know, such as Two Old Women Eating from a Bowl and Two Old Men.  The portrait Leocadia also belongs to this group, as does the horrific The Great He-Goat or Witches Sabbath.  Currently residing in the Prado, this series of paintings also contains some of the artist’s best known, such as Saturn Devouring his Children.  FTP, identify this series dominated by a particular color by Francisco de Goya.

Answer: Black Paintings
11. An important event is the establishment of Anyi as the new capital by the emperor, and a comic scene occurs in the second chapter as He Jin plots to kill the eunuchs.  It begins and ends with the same overture, a song about the Great River.  This novel opens with three heroes swearing brotherhood in a peach orchard.  One of the heroes, Kuan Yü, is a war god, while another main character, Chuko Liang, is depicted as the voice of wisdom.  Perhaps the most recognizable character is the Machiavellian Ts’ao Tsao.  FTP, identify this 14th century Chinese novel by Lo Kuan-chung that takes place in Wei, Shu, and Wu.

Answer: Romance of the Three Kingdoms or San-kuo chih yen-i
12. Among its proposed structures were Armstrong’s centroid and Ladenburg’s prismane.  Its inertness can be attributed to delocalization of pi electrons over its ring structure, making all of its bonds intermediate in length between single and double bonds.  When two methyl groups are attached this molecule it is known as xylene, and when one is attached it is known as toluene.  First isolated by Michael Faraday, its structure was conceived of by Kekulé.  FTP, identify this ring compound with formula C6H6 that is often depicted as a circle surrounded by a hexagon.

Answer: benzene
13. His reign was made difficult by the Lu Lin and Chi Mei peasant insurrections.  He attempted several land reforms, including the distribution of 100 mu to each family, as well as instituting government monopolies.  However, all his reforms were rescinded due to the nobility’s dissatisfaction and a disastrous flooding of the Huang He.  He was toppled by a revolt led by Liu Hsiu, who captured his capital at Chang’an, restoring the dynasty that he took over in 9 CE.  FTP, identify this only emperor of the Hsin Dynasty whose reign is considered an interregnum of the Han Dynasty.

Answer: Wang Mang
14. Originally orchestrated by Glazunov, it is considered a plotless “romantic reverie” that consists of a suite of dances in a moonlit park.  Comprised of eight dances, the fourth and fifth dances are for the solo female and male dancers.  The title figures dance with the poet to several nocturnes, waltzes, and mazurkas.  Originally titled Chopiniana, it was choreographed by Michael Fokine for his wife Anna Pavlova, and it was produced in 1909 in Paris by Diaghilev.  FTP, identify this ballet with music by Chopin about the title magical airborne creatures.

Answer: Les Sylphides
15. Its tenth section contains the creation hymn Nasadiya, which states contradictions such as “There was neither death nor immortality then.  There was no distinguishing sign of night nor of day.”  Arranged in ten books, it was used by the hotri or reciters who invoked the gods by reading its hymns aloud.  Written between 3000 and 3500 years ago, it is the first and oldest section of a larger work that dedicates much of its writings to the god Indra.  The books following it are known as Sama, Yajur, and Atharva.  FTP, identify this first book of the Hindu Vedas.

Answer: Rig-Veda (prompt on Vedas)

16. It was ridiculed as impotent by radical thinkers in the 1960s like Peter Handke and this movement dissolved in 1967, twenty years after its inception.  This association began with contempt for Hitler’s regime as their only common thread, and sought to create a new literature opposed to the lofty vocabulary of Nazi propaganda.  Founded by Hans Werner Richter and Alfred Andersch, works of this literary movement included Herod’s Children and Speculations About Jakob.  FTP, identify this German literary movement that included Günter Grass and Heinrich Böll, named after the year it was created.

Answer: Gruppe 47 or Group 47
17. Albuminous cells are some of its constituents.  It is associated with P-proteins, which may play a role in active transport of materials through this tissue.  It contains a protoplast and sometimes a nucleus when its cells are mature, unlike its counterpart.  Its basic constituents, surrounded by companion cells, are separated by plates and are known as sieve cells and sieve-tube members, which interact to promote the conduction and assimilation of nutrients in a plant.  FTP, identify this plant tissue that isn’t xylem.

Answer: phloem
18. He was commissioned a captain in the Continental Army and joined Benedict Arnold’s expedition against Québec, distinguishing himself as a commander after Arnold was wounded.  He was taken prisoner and exchanged in 1776, after which he was made a colonel.  He served as a congressman in his later years, but gained fame by commanding the troops in western Pennsylvania that suppressed the Whiskey Rebellion.  FTP, identify this soldier from the American Revolution whose most brilliant victory was the routing of a superior British force at the 1781 Battle of Cowpens.

Answer: Daniel Morgan
19. This anthropologist’s work with various government and international commissions prompted such works as 1951’s Soviet Attitude Toward Authority and 1956’s New Lives for Old.  Educated at Barnard College and Columbia University, her interest in sexual development produced such works as Male and Female and Sex and Temperament in Three Primitive Cultures.  A student of Franz Boas, she conducted several notable research expeditions to New Guinea and Bali.  FTP, identify this anthropologist and author of Coming of Age in Samoa.

Answer: Margaret Mead
20. One of the events that precipitated his birth was the arrival of Gullveig, who tried to destroy the Aesir by leading to their corruption as ordered by the Vanir.  Another event that precipitated his birth was the exchange of Njord, Frey and Freyja for Mimir and Hoenir, which marked a truce between the two warring races.  In celebration, all the gods spit into a bowl and he was born.  This symbol of peace among the gods was later sacrificed and became an inspiration to poets.  FTP, identify this Norse deity whose blood became the Mead of Poetry.

Answer: Kvasir
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Bonus Questions

1. Identify these members of the Russian group known as “The Five” from works FTPE.

a) Prince Igor; In the Steppes of Central Asia
Answer: Aleksandr Borodin
b) Night on the Bald Mountain; Pictures at an Exhibition
Answer: Modest Mussorgsky
c) Islamey; Tamara; King Lear
Answer: Mily Balakirev
2. Identify these patients of Freud FTPE.

a) With colleague Josef Breuer, Freud subjected this patient to hypnosis and found that her many physical disorders, including paralyses, coughs, and speech disorders, resulted from a period of nursing her dying father.

Answer: Anna O.
b) This patient of Freud’s died most likely from congential syphilis contracted from her father.  Her psychoses resulted from her father’s affair with a married woman, and the fact that her father offered her to the woman’s husband as a bribe for silence.

Answer: Dora
c) This 5-year-old boy suffered from a fear of going outside that stemmed from being crushed by a big horse.  The cause of the phobia had something to do with big animals having big penises, and his father’s penis was bigger than his, and he didn’t want his father to monopolize his mother’s affection so he wished his father would fall down dead or something like that.  I didn’t read this one too closely.

Answer: Little Hans
3. Identify these different types of metrical feet used in poetry FTPE.

a) This is a foot of two long syllables.

Answer: spondee
b) This is a metrical foot of two syllables, the first accented or long, the second unaccented or short.

Answer: trochee
c) This metrical foot has three syllables, the first of which is long while the final two are short.

Answer: dactyl
4. Identify the following about shit I picked up in inorganic chemistry FTPE.

a) This term refers to the number of groups, molecules, atoms, or ions surrounding a given atom or ion in a complex or crystal.

Answer: coordination number

b) This is the term for an inorganic complex in which a ligand is coordinated to a metal ion at two or more points, so that there is a ring of atoms including the metal.

Answer: chelate
c) This effect named after two scientists states that if a likely structure of a nonlinear molecule or ion would have degenerate orbitals the actual structure is distorted so as to split the energy levels, or “raise the degeneracy.”

Answer: Jahn-Teller effect

5. Identify the following about an American political party FTPE.

a) This party’s only participation in the presidential election came in 1860.  Formed from the remnants of the Know-Nothings and the southern wing of the Whig Party, it advocated union of the states and enforcement of the laws, though it took no stand on slavery.

Answer: Constitutional Union Party

b) This man received 39 electoral votes in the 1860 election while running for president under the Constitutional Union Party.

Answer: John Bell
c) This man from Massachusetts served as John Bell’s running mate.

Answer: Edward Everett
6. Identify these economists from descriptions FTPE.

a) This 19th century British economist is best known for developing the concept of utility.

Answer: Alfred Marshall
b) This economist emigrated to the U.S. from the Ukraine.  He developed the concept of the gross national product.  An empiricist, his works include Toward a Theory of Economic Growth and Modern Economic Growth.

Answer: Simon Kuznets
c) This Austrian achieved prominence for his theories on the importance of entrepreneurship and for his development of the idea of business cycles.

Answer: Joseph Schumpeter
7. Identify these sculptors from works FTPE.

a) Draped Reclining Figure; Four-Piece Composition: Reclining Figure; Reclining Figure (Wood)
Answer: Henry Moore
b) Man Walking; Diego; Grande femme IV; Spoon Woman
Answer: Alberto Giacometti
c) Pazzi Madonna; Habbakuk; Tabernacle of the Annunciation; The Penitent Magdalene
Answer: Donatello
8. Identify these Walt Whitman poems from lines FTPE.

a) “Flood-tide below me!  I see you face to face! / Clouds of the west – sun there half an hour high – I see you also face to face.”

Answer: Crossing Brooklyn Ferry
b) “But O heart! heart! heart! / O the bleeding drops of red, / Where on the deck my Captain lies, / Fallen cold and dead.”

Answer: O Captain!  My Captain!
c) “Was it doubted that those who corrupt their own bodies conceal themselves? / And if those who defile the living are as bad as they who defile the dead?”

Answer: I Sing the Body Electric
9. Identify the following about an idea in quantum physics FTPE.

a) This type of theory denies that the specification of a physical system given by a state described by quantum mechanics is a complete specification.  In other words, quantum mechanics is an incomplete description of reality.

Answer: hidden-variables theory

b) Perhaps the most famous hidden-variables theory was purported by this American philosopher and physicist.  His works include Wholeness and the Implicate Order and Science, Order and Creativity.  He is famous for his work with plasma.

Answer: David Bohm
c) The reason no hidden-variables theories have been agreed upon is partly due to this theorem, which states that no local hidden-variables theory can make predictions in agreement with those of quantum mechanics.

Answer: Bell’s theorem

10. Identify the leaders of these failed slave insurrections FTPE.

a) This man, a former slave, purchased his freedom and began to plot an insurrection in Charleston, South Carolina in 1821.  His plan to seize arsenals was leaked to authorities and he was hanged.

Answer: Denmark Vesey
b) He plotted with Jack Bowler to seize an arsenal at Richmond in 1800, but a torrential rainstorm washed away a bridge vital to the plans.  He was also captured and hanged.

Answer: Gabriel Prosser
c) After being convinced that he was chosen by god to free his people, this man of Southampton County, Virginia led an uprising of some sixty slaves in 1831.  He and fifteen of his comrades were captured and hanged.

Answer: Nat Turner
11. Identify these Hindu deities from descriptions FTPE.

a) This god was born of a golden egg and is married to Saraswati, the goddess of knowledge.  He is considered the creator god of Hinduism

Answer: Brahma
b) This god has seven tongues of flame and fiery red hair.  His face is smeared with clarified butter from accepting sacrifices.  He is the Hindu god of fire.

Answer: Agni
c) This name refers to the twin gods of medicine.  They are opposite in countenance, as one is dark and the other is fair.

Answer: Aswin twins

12. Identify the following about a certain philosopher FTPE.

a) This 20th century philosopher is the author of such works as The Logic of Scientific Discovery and Objective Knowledge.

Answer: Karl Popper
b) According to Popper, knowledge of the natural world never advances by direct confirmation of theories, but only through this method, a property of any proposition for which it is possible to specify certain conditions that demonstrate it untrue.

Answer: falsifiability or falsification
c) Popper argued in this work that the unintended harmful consequences of social planning outweigh its benefits and that citizens must always retain an absolute right to change their form of government.

Answer: The Open Society and its Enemies
13. Identify these women from Spenser’s The Faerie Queene FTPE.

a) This is the name of the title character, a representation of Queen Elizabeth.  She is sought by Arthur.

Answer: Gloriana
b) This chaste warrioress is the heroine of Book III.  She searches for her future husband, Arthegall, whom she saw in a vision in a magic mirror.

Answer: Britomart
c) Contrasted with Una, this evil sorceress almost succeeds in getting the Redcrosse Knight to leave Una for good.

Answer: Duessa
14. Identify these terms from evolution FTPE.

a) Technically, it is defined as a phenogram based on maximum parsimony analysis of a small subunit of a ribosomal DNA sequence.  This type of tree can be more commonly expressed as a diagram representing the evolutionary relationships between various organisms.

Answer: phylogenetic tree

b) This is the process of evolutionary branching of basic forms into specialized forms by differentiation, specialization, and adaption.  This process is the opposite of anagenesis.

Answer: cladogenesis
c) This theory states that, contrary to Darwinian evolution, species undergo evolutionary process in relatively short bursts of time instead of making gradual changes.

Answer: punctuated equilibrium
15. Identify these post-World War I treaties F15PE.

a) Signed in 1920, this was the treaty of peace concluded between Hungary and the Allies, which gave about two-thirds of Hungarian lands to Slovakia and Carpathian Ruthenia.

Answer: Treaty of Trianon
b) This series of seven agreements was signed by representatives from seven nations in Switzerland in 1925.  They stipulated French boundaries, established a neutral zone, and provided for methods of conflict arbitration.

Answer: Treaties of Locarno
16. Identify these Latin American writers from descriptions FTPE.

a) Perhaps Chile’s most prominent novelist, this writer achieved recognition with his The Obscene Bird of Night in 1970.  He is perhaps most famous for his novel Cornación.

Answer: José Donoso
b) This famous Argentinian short story writer created such works as El Aleph and The Book of Sand.

Answer: Jorge Luis Borges
c) This Mexican writer authored Where the Air is Clear in 1958 and The Old Gringo in 1985, but is perhaps most famous for his novel The Death of Artemio Cruz.

Answer: Carlos Fuentes
17. Identify the following about a class of astronomical objects FTPE.

a) These objects can be defined as rapidly rotating neutron stars that emit regular bursts of radio waves.

Answer: pulsars

b) Pulsars were discovered in 1967 by this graduate student and her jerk-off advisor, who took all the credit.  Identify them both FFPE.

Answer: Jocelyn Bell and Anthony Hewish
c) Bell and Hewish first found pulsars in this astronomical feature also known as M1.  It can be found in the constellation Taurus.

Answer: Crab Nebula
18. Identify these elected presidents of Argentina FTPE.

a) This leader of the Intransigent Radical Party won the presidency in February 1958.  He promoted Argentina’s participation in the Latin American Free Trade Agreement in 1960.

Answer: Arturo Frondizi
b) The president of Argentina served from 1989 to 1999.  A Peronist, he brought inflation under control and helped achieve a free market system in his country.

Answer: Carlos Saúl Menem
c) This current president replaced Menem.  The leader of the center-left Alianza party, his coalition easily defeated the Peronist candidate Eduardo Duhalde in 1999.

Answer: Fernando de la Ruá
19. Identify these books of the New Testament from descriptions FTPE.

a) There are two books with this name.  They are the earliest of Paul’s Epistles to the title city that resided in Macedonia and was also known as Salonika.

Answer: Thessalonians
b) This book dates from 70-80 CE.  One of the four Gospels, it chronicles Jesus’ life from the annunciation to his passion, resurrection, and ascension.  This book is traditionally attributed to the “beloved physician” and patron saint of doctors.

Answer: Luke
c) Another Epistle of Paul, this book was probably written circa 55-63 CE.  It was addressed to a Phrygian city and anticipated the conflict the church would have with gnosticism.  Paul uses this Epistle to warn of the folly of stressing knowledge over faith.

Answer:  Colossians
20. Identify these musical artists from albums FTPE, or FFPE if you need some famous songs.

a) (10 points) True Love; Gravity’s Rainbow; Tropico

(5 points) Love is a Battlefield; Hit Me With Your Best Shot

Answer: Pat Benatar
b) (10 points) Deguello; Recycler; Eliminator

(5 points) Legs; Sharp Dressed Man
Answer: ZZ Top
c) (10 points) Louder than Love; Ultramega OK; Screaming Life

(5 points) Black Hole Sun; Outshined; Burden in my Hand
Answer: Soundgarden
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