Round 7

Tossups

1. Cheney's algorithm, an extension of the semispace method, is one way to implement this procedure, and involves dividing the heap in half and copying elements back and forth between to-spaces. It's not recursion, but LISP was an early language to support it, and cycles tend to lead to problems in a similar process to this called Reference Counting. One implementation of this process involves putting a tag on every reachable block in memory and then freeing any block without a tag, and is known as Mark and Sweep. C and C++ do not have an automatic one built into the language, but Java does. FTP, identify this process where memory blocks no longer used are automatically trashed. 

ANSWER: Garbage Collection
2. In one of his novels, the Marioshoni school is founded and the protagonist courts the daughter of his rival, the strict Christian named Joshua. In another of his works, Godfrey Munira is charged with murder after burning down a brothel, and he also wrote of the death of Thomas Robson, leading to the treachery of Mugo. This author wrote his novel Devil on the Cross on toilet paper after being jailed for the play I Will Marry When I Want. From that point forward, he eschewed writing in English, changing his name and using only Kiswahili and Gikuyu. FTP, name this Kenyan author of Petals of Blood and A Grain of Wheat. 

ANSWER: Ngugi wa Thiong'o [or James Ngugi]

3. One of his books is divided into nine chapters that match the progress of Ilsebill's pregnancy, and features three feminists who put a fish on trial for war crimes after it promises to rid the world of male government. In another of his novels, the ballerina Jenny Brunies is tormented by Tulla Pokriefke for being a gypsy, and in another, Joachim Malke steals an Iron Cross. Those two novels, Dog Years and Cat and Mouse, form a trilogy with a book in which Maria Truczinski is the lover of the three-year-old protagonist, the voluntary dwarf Oskar Matzerath. FTP, name this author whose Danzig trilogy includes The Tin Drum. 

ANSWER: Günter Grass
4. He replaced the priest Dionysius with Job on suspicion of conspiracy, and sent a large quantity of valuable pelts to Prague as a donation to the anti-Turkish war effort. He came to power by engineering the metropolitation of Moscow's promotion to patriarch and marrying his sister Irina off to the dimwitted tsarevich. This man's son ruled as Fyodor II for two months before being killed by a mob, and this man himself was once chief advisor to Fyodor I, the last Rurikid. FTP, name this man who engineered his non-dynastic election as tsar in 1598, and whose whose death sparked the Time of Troubles. 

ANSWER: Boris Fyodorovich Godunov
5. His major work divides nature into the "naturing" and the "natured." The third part of that work by this author defines all modifications of the power of the body as "confused ideas" in the chapter "On the Origin and Nature of the Emotions." Happiness is made dependent on the will to exist in this author's next chapter, "Of Human Bondage." He had burned some bridges by advocating the subordination of church to state in the Theological-Political Treatise, and when he was accused of denying free will and advocating pantheism, he was condemned by both Catholics and Jews. FTP, name this Dutch Jew who wrote Ethics. 

ANSWER: Baruch Spinoza [or Benedict(us) Spinoza]

6. With Bogoliubov, he names an inequality that gives the expectation value of the Hamiltonian in a system conjugated to a water bath, and with Marangoni, he names an effect that causes unequal distribution of charges on either side of a semipermeable membrane. More famously, he names a relation used to model changes in chemical potential with Duhem, and another formula named for him can be used to find the number of degrees of freedom in a heterogenous mixture; this is known as his namesake phase rule. The change in a quantity named for this man must be negative if a reaction is spontaneous. FTP, name this American chemist, the namesake of a type of free energy symbolized G.

ANSWER: Josiah Willard Gibbs
7. Though not the Haymarket Square riot, a five-year inquiry by Hugh Ogden rejected the theory that an anarchist bomb caused this event, and ordered a million-dollar fine to be paid. The single individual most responsbile for this event was Arthur Jell, who used brown paint to cover up his shoddy worksmanship. The U.S. Industrial Alcohol Company's poorly built 2.3 million-gallon tank ruptured, and an eight foot high mass moving at thirty-five miles an hour killed twenty-one people and destroyed an elevated rail line. FTP, name this hilarious 1919 episode of mass death, in which a sugar byproduct rampaged through Beantown. 

ANSWER: the Boston molasses disaster [or Boston molasses flood, or anything that mentions Boston and molasses; prompt on partial answer]
8. It won a hundred dollar prize from the Dollar Newspaper despite using a Virginia dialect for the dialogue of a character from another state. The title object is twirled at the end of a rope "with the air of a conjuror" during the climax of this story, and then Jupiter climbs a tulip tree and drops that object through the right eye of a skull. When it is once again put through the left eye, the narrator finds out that Sullivan's Island is home to chest of treasure left by Captain Kidd. FTP, name this Edgar Allen Poe story in which William Legrand finds a secret code on paper used to chronicle the discovery of a strange insect. 

ANSWER: "The Gold-Bug"

9. This man, who was inexplicably cast as the racist PA operator in the Japanese internment drama American Pastime, retired in the middle of a game during his only year with the White Sox, leaving him with an exactly .300 career batting average and exactly 100 homers. Traded along with Randy Ready for Chris James in 1989, his antics on his new team included having a ball thrown over his head in the All-Star Game by Randy Johnson and starting at first base for the World Series-losing NL champions of 1993. FTP, name this monotesticled, high-batting-average player for the Phillies who now appears on Baseball Tonight. 
ANSWER: John Martin Kruk
10. She adapted Faulkner's "A Rose for Emily" in 1971 and earlier created The Harvest According and Three Virgins and a Devil. In her eighties, she worked on The Other and The Informer. She worked with costumer Miles White and a score by Morton Gould for one of her creations, and her role as choreographer of such Broadway shows as Paint Your Wagon and Oklahoma! recalled the western themes used in another work. FTP, name this woman who created a ballet about Lizzie Borden, Fall River Legend, and played the cowgirl in the original production of her own squaredance-tinged, Aaron Copland-scored ballet Rodeo. 
ANSWER: Agnes George de Mille
11. An early footnote in this book explains the novel use of the term "central tradition." Originally titled "Why the Poor are Poor," it sets out to prove that scarcity is no longer an appropriate organizing principle. Most of its chapter headings indicate a concept attacked within, such as "The Tradition of Despair," "The Marxian Pall," and "The Concept of the Conventional Wisdom." Criticizing the emphasis on full employment, it calls for a shift in spending to public works programs and away from consumer goods. FTP, name this 1958 book questioning American resource allocation, by John Kenneth Galbraith. 

ANSWER: The Affluent Society 

12. This author wrote about pollution-mutated babies being given a new chance at running the Earth in "The Era of Hopeful Monsters." In another of his stories, which was later expanded upon by a more famous author, all intersections in the world have an orange-roofed Howard Johnson's and a purple-roofed Ethical Suicide Parlor. At one point, he works at a stamp redemption center while writing such stories as "Venus on the Half-Shell" and "The Gospel from Outer Space," which is read to Billy Pilgrim. FTP, name this recurring science-fiction author from Galapagos, Breakfast of Champions; God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater, and other novels by Kurt Vonnegut. 

ANSWER: Kilgore Trout [I don’t think there’s any legitimate way for people to neg on this with Vonnegut, but you can at least prompt them if they say that]
13. The fourth chapter of this book includes an order to chop down a perpetual food tree and surround the stump with iron and brass. This book mixes up the order of Darius and Cyrus, and the Catholic version adds the Song of the Three Young Men, the Prayer of Azariah, Bel and the Dragon, and the story of Susanna to this book. One figure in this book sees the words "mene, mene, tekel upharsin" written in Aramaic on a wall during the section describing Belshazzar's feast. FTP, name this Old Testament book about a guy who was exiled to Babylon, had three visions and a dream, and was thrown into a lion's den. 

ANSWER: Book of Daniel
14. One of them killed twenty-one opponents in a battle that arose over the theft of the Kamadhenu cow, while another was given as much land as his three feet could cover. Another defeated a man who could not be killed at night or day, nor inside or outside, by jumping out of a pillar at evening. The one yet to come is a part-machine who rides a white horse and ends the Kali Yuga, and earlier ones included a boar, a fish, and a tortoise. FTP, name this group including Kurma, Narasimha, and Parasurama, Krishna, and Buddha, consisting of the ten incarnations taken by Vishnu. 

ANSWER: avatars of Vishnu

15. The third ruler by this name agreed to the treaties of Sistova and Jassy and initiated the abortive "nizam-i jedid" reforms. The second one let Mehmed Sokollu run the government and was in power during the loss at Lepanto. The first one put down a revolt of the Kizilbash and won the Battle of Chaldiran over Ismail of the Safavids, then added Syria, Arabia, Palestine, and Egypt to the Ottoman Empire. FTP, give thee common name of these Ottoman sultans, the second of whom was the son of Suleyman known as "the Sot" and the first the father of Suleyman called "the Grim." 

ANSWER: Selim
16. This group was behind the Oxfordshire revolt, which occurred after they met at Putney to debate the Agreement of the People. Symbolized by cloth of sea-green color, their demands included guarantees of land for copyholders, a reduction in the number of capital crimes, an end to tithes, and the reversal of enclosure. Led by such men as John Lilburne, they found their greatest support within the New Model Army, but were soon put down, leading to the emergence of the more radical Diggers. FTP, name this group favoring democracy and the separation of church and state during the English Civil War. 

ANSWER: the Levellers
17. This process provides a schematic approximation to the generation of hurricanes, since they begin when air spirals toward the storm center, acquiring entropy at constant temperature. Since the second law of thermodynamics demands that the ratio of heat transferred from a hot reservoir to the reservoir temperature be equal to the ratio of heat transferred to the cold reservoir to that reservoir's temperature, the temperature difference over the hot reservoir temperature gives the maximum efficiency of this process. Consisting of isothermal expansion, isentropic expansion, isothermal compression, and isentropic compression, FTP, identify this most efficient thermodynamic cycle, proposed in 1824 by its French namesake.
ANSWER: Carnot cycle

18. One leader of this group showed figures swept along in a cascade of water that turns a wheel in The Bewitched Mill. Alexy von Jawlensky painted "Madme Turandot" while part of this group, and it also included the painter of Breakfast of the Birds, Gabriele Munter. Formed in reaction to Otto Fischer's influence over the New Artists Association, it took its name from a 1903 painting in which the grass-covered hill dwarfs the title figure, who is atop a white horse. Its founder went on to create "compositions" and "improvisations," FTP, name this German art circle led by Franz Marc and Wassily Kandinsky. 

ANSWER: The Blue Rider [or Der Blaue Reiter]

19. The natives of these landmasses indicate social rank by visor size and use the "swallow light" ritual to worship Agugux. One route through them is Unimak Pass, and the largest city in them is Dutch Harbor. The nuclear testing site of Amchitka and the Semisopochnoi Volcano are found here, and the Andreanof, Near, Rat, and Fox are subgroups of this chain. Forming the northern component of the Ring of Fire, they separate the Pacific Ocean from the Bering Sea. FTP, name this 1100-mile long archipelago, a westerly extension of Alaska. 

ANSWER: Aleutian islands

20. Situs inverses and genetically inherited polycystic kidney disease are both thought to be caused by a disruption of transport within these structures. In some organisms, this structure is anchored in place by the L, P, M, and S rings, and operates due to the action of the Mot complex. Archael ones are believed to have evolved from the type III secretory system, and peritrichous organisms have several of these structures. The main body of these structures is called the axoneme, and consists of a 9+2 arrangement of microtubules connected by dyenin proteins. FTP, name these whiplike projections important for cellular locomotion, which are structurally similar to cilia.

ANSWER: Flagellum or Flagella
Bonuses
1. Name some Verdi operas, for 10 points each. 

[10] Set in 13th century Palermo, it focuses on Arrigo’s love for Elena, even as Arrigo’s father blackmails him. Just as the two lovers wed, a namesake rebellion begins. 

ANSWER: I Vespri Siciliani [or The Sicilian Vespers] 

[10] Including the arias “L’onore! Ladri!” and “Sul fil d’un soffio etesio,” this opera is based on Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor. 

ANSWER: Falstaff 
[10] Radames’s love for this work’s titular Ethiopian princess ends in tragedy, as they die together in a vault after Radames is found too traitorous for the pharaoh.  

ANSWER: Aida
2. The main character is told to destroy a painting of his ancestor after inheriting his uncle's estate. For 10 points each: 

[10] The shipwrecked Spaniard Alonzo Moncada reveals that the title character has spent 150 years fruitlessly trying to buy souls for Satan in what novel by Charles Maturin? 

ANSWER: Melmoth the Wanderer 

[10] This great-nephew of Charles Maturin used the "evil painting" idea in The Picture of Dorian Grey. He also wrote The Importance of Being Earnest and Jerry Vinokurov's favorite play, The Duchess of Padua. 

ANSWER: Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wilde 

[10] Melmoth the Wanderer is so awesome that this French guy wrote a sequel to it. His other works include The Country Doctor and The Wild Ass's Skin. 

ANSWER: Honoré de Balzac
3. Name these writers of Superman comics, for 10 points each. 

[10] Along with penciller Joe Schuster, this Clevelander created Superman and most of the familiar parts of his universe for Action Comics #1. 

ANSWER: Jerry Siegel 

[10] This Watchmen, V for Vendetta, and League of Extraordinary Gentlemen creator wrote the seminal Superman issues "For the Man Who Has Everything" and "Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?" 

ANSWER: Alan Moore 

[10] Currently running for Congress from California, this writer of Superman from 1972 to 1976 uses an exclamation point after his appropriate middle initial and wrote the issue "Must There Be a Superman?" 

ANSWER: Elliot S! Maggin
4. The work of Gödel, along with Paul Cohen, who proved that the inclusion of the negation of this statement would not result in any contradictions in Zermelo-Frankel set theory, showed that it is undecidable. FTPE: 

[10] Name this proposal that there is no set of infinite size that has a cardinality between that of the integers and the reals. 

ANSWER: continuum hypothesis 

[10] The continuum hypothesis was put forth by this German mathematician, who proved that the reals were uncountable and whose namesake theorem states that the cardinality of a set is lower than that of its power set.  

ANSWER: Georg Cantor 

[10] The continuum hypothesis, along with whether an algorithm exists to find integral solutions to Diophantine equations with integral coefficients and whether all seventh degree polynomials can be solved using functions of two parameters, is one of the 23 problems put forth by this German mathematician. 

ANSWER: David Hilbert
5. He applied nuclear-age theories to land wars in Conventional Deterrence. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this Chicago international relations theorist, who predicts that engagement with China cannot stop an inevitable Sino-American cold war in The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. 
ANSWER: John Mearsheimer 
[10] Mearsheimer and Kenneth Waltz are members of the "neo" or "offensive" branch of the IR school, which divides the world int omutually distrusful armed states with power-maximizing survival strategies. 

ANSWER: realism 
[10] This important realist theorist was one of the founders of postwar IR, and wrote Politics Among Nations and the unsurprisingly relevant "We are Deluding Ourselves in Vietnam." 

ANSWER: Hans Morgenthau
6. This graduate of Huis Norenius carries around a pack of pumpkin seeds. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this hareliped title character of a J.M. Coetzee work about his "life and times." 

ANSWER: Michael K. 

[10] This bank worker hears about a personal door guarded by a Tatar after being arrested for no apparent reason in Kafka's The Trial. 

ANSWER: Joseph K. 

[10] A man named only as "Prince K" is the secret father of Kirylo Razumov, who betrays Victor Haldin in this Joseph Conrad novel. 

ANSWER: Under Western Eyes
7. Benjamin Wright was appointed chief engineer of this project, and such men as Nathan B. Roberts designed its 83 locks and 18 aqueducts. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this public-works milestone, first traversed by the Seneca Chief in 1825 and running from Buffalo to Albany. 

ANSWER: the Erie Canal 
[10] The Erie Canal was championed by this New York governor, who lost the 1812 Presidential election to James Madison. 

ANSWER: DeWitt Clinton [prompt on Clinton] 

[10] This chairman of the commission to determine the canal's route is likely better known for writing the preamble to the Constitution as a delegate to the Convention from Pennsylvania. 

ANSWER: Governour Morris
8. Answer the following on binary star systems, FTPE. 

[10] For visual binaries with known distances, star masses can be determined from this law. It relates the square of the orbital period to the cube of the semi-major axis, and was originally stated for planetary motion. 

ANSWER: Kepler’s third law of planetary motion 

[10] Mass transfer in semidetached binaries occurs when a star fills one of this man’s namesake lobes. His namesake limit gives the distance within which orbiting moons break up under planetary tidal forces. 

ANSWER: Edouard Roche 
[10] The Roche lobes intersect at the first of these points, where a small body can remain stationary relative to two large bodies. Their namesake also developed a formulation of mechanics equivalent to the Newtonian and Hamiltonian approaches. 

ANSWER: Lagrange or Lagrangian points

9. He married the widow of Constantine X and ruled for three years. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this Byzantine emperor who was deposed in 1071 by Michael VII, putting the Ducas family back in power. 

ANSWER: Romanus IV [or Romanus IV Diogenes] 

[10] Romanus lost his throne after being captured at the Akhlât fort during this battle, which was won by the Seljuk Turks under Alp Arslan. 

ANSWER: Battle of Manzikert 

[10] This general of Romanus later overthrew Nicephorus III, founded a new dynasty, and fought for the integrity of Byzantium during the First Crusade, according to the chronicle by his daughter Anna. 

ANSWER: Alexius I [or Alexius I Comnenus]

10. They turned on Ali for agreeing to arbitration with Muawyiah, claiming that judgment is God's exclusive privilege, and were named for their subsequent "withdrawal" to Harura. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this first breakaway movement in Islam, which emphasizes a strict and egalitarian view of Islamic politics and which was eventually responsible for the assassination of Ali. 

ANSWER: Kharijites 
[10] This large branch of Islam, the majority denomination in Iraq and Iran, believes that Ali was the first imam and that Ali's descendants, not the Umayyads, were the legitimate successors of the caliphate.  

ANSWER: Shia [or Shiite] 

[10] Kharijite leader Ibn Wahb was killed at this 658 battle by Ali's forces, which began with a very successful appeal by Ayyub al-Ansari inviting Kharijite soldiers to defect. 

ANSWER: Battle of Nahrawan
11. Name these works in which a certain character appears, for 10 points each. 

[10] Archbishop Turpin has the title character blow the horn Oliphant, and, despite the treason of Ganelon, Charlemagne eventually shows up in this French poem about a battle at Roncevaux. 

ANSWER: the Song of Roland [or Chanson de Roland] 

[10] Astolpho must find a vial containing the wits of the Roland-equivalent in this Ludovico Ariosto epic, which is set in motion by a dream about the Chinese princess Angelica. 

ANSWER: Orlando Furioso [or Mad Orlando or Roland Is Pissed or similar English equivalents] 

[10] A gigantic Roland uses tarot cards to tell his story to an alchemist and other guests in this Italo Calvino novel. 

ANSWER: The Castle of Crossed Destinies [or II castello dei destini incrociati]

12. Name these events from the War of the Third Coalition, for 10 points each. 

[10] Also called the Battle of the Three Emperors, this 1805 clash saw Napoleon successfully send Soult and Davout against Kutusov's Russian and Austrian forces on the Pratzen Plateau. 

ANSWER: Battle of Austerlitz 

[10] Failures in the war led to the resignation of this British prime minister, who put the Board of Control in charge of India and impeached Warren Hastings during twenty total years of power from 1783 to 1806. 

ANSWER: William Pitt the Younger [prompt on Pitt] 

[10] In this 1805 treaty, Italian and German lands were transferred from Austria to Italy, a forty million franc indemnity was promised, and Napoleon's allied German electors were recognized as kings. 

ANSWER: Treaty of Pressburg
13. Name some French composers, for 10 points each. 

[10] Associated with the d’Este family, this fifteenth century Frenchman is best known for cantus firmus masses such as L’homme armé and motets like Nuper rosarum flores. 

ANSWER: Guillame Dufay 

[10] This prolific composer wrote piano works such as “Gaspard de la nuit” and “Jeux d’eau,” but is best known for orchestral works such as his Rapsodie espagnole and Bolero. 

ANSWER: Maurice Ravel 

[10] This student of Louis Niedermeyer wrote The Dolly Suite to commemorate his lover’s daughter. He is better known for incidental music for plays like Shylock and Promethée and a kickass requiem. 

ANSWER: Gabriel Fauré 
14. They include the photon, as well as the gluons. For 10 points each:

[10] Identify these particles, which are carriers of fundamental forces, and which are partially named for their invariance under certain kinds of transformations.

ANSWER: gauge bosons

[10] The weak force is mediated by three gauge bosons. Name any one of them.

ANSWER: W-plus, W-minus, and Z

[10] Searching for this elusive particle is the goal of the Large Hadron Collider at CERN. This particle provides the mechanism by which other particles gain mass.

ANSWER: Higgs boson

15. It is said that the artist was most pleased with the dead guy on the ground; in contrast, the horses and their riders look flat and toy-like. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this painting depicting a 1432 rout by Florence. 

ANSWER: The Battle of San Romano or The Rout of San Romano 

[10] Name its artist, one of the first to use perspective in painting, as exemplified by the dead warrior in The Battle of San Romano. 

ANSWER: Paolo Uccello 

[10] This other Uccello work depicts one title character, the patron saint of England, performing his most legendary deed—stabbing the other title character, a green scaly monster, and rescuing a princess. 

ANSWER: St. George and the Dragon
16. It uses the phrase "La différance" to denote the essential function of opposing concepts in literature. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this seminal deconstructionist book, which posits that texts as an extension of the writer's self, all names are puns, and all books can be reduced to atomistic collections of "signs." 

ANSWER: Of Grammatology [or De la grammatologie] 

[10] This author of The Truth in Painting wrote Of Grammatology, and that's why he is the founder of deconstructionism. 

ANSWER: Jacques Derrida 

[10] Alluding to the opening of the Communist Manifesto in its title, this 1993 Derrida book posits that the media create a "phantom state" and praises a certain political philosophy for its "Messianic" character. 

ANSWER: Specters of Marx: The State of the Debt, the Work of Mourning, and the New International [or Spectres de Marx: L’état de la dette, le travail de deuil et nouvelle Internationale]

17. It consists of a dentate gyrus and regions CA1 through CA4, and patient HM notably had most of his taken out. FTPE:

[10] Name this seahorse shaped structure in the medial temporal lobe of the brain responsible for forming memories.

ANSWER: Hippocampus
[10] The hippocampus is part of this subsystem of the brain that also contains the amygdale and fornix. As a whole, this system is responsible for emotions and the management of fight-or-flight responses.

ANSWER: Limbic system

[10] Memory formation in the hippocampus is at least partially dependent on this process, in which a postsynaptic membrane becomes progressively more and more sensitized to a given stimulus.

ANSWER: Long-term potentiation

18. Published in the same year as The Sun Also Rises, this novel follows the down-on-his-luck Scripps O’Neil and the adventurous Yogi Johnson. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this Hemingway novel which is set at Brown's Beanery and a Petoskey, Michigan factory, and shares its name with a book by Turgenev. 

ANSWER: The Torrents of Spring 

[10] The collection Spring and All contains both "At the Ball Game" and "The Red Wheelbarrow." So much depends on you telling me who wrote that collection. 

ANSWER: William Carlos Williams 
[10] "Spring in New Hampshire" is a notable poem by this guy, a Jamaican-born Harlem Renaissance figure who is probably better known for his novels Banana Bottom and Home to Harlem. 

ANSWER: Claude McKay
19. Name this stuff in Siberia, for 10 points each. 

[10] This oldest, deepest, and most voluminous lake in the world spans parts of Buryatia and Irkutsk. 

ANSWER: Lake Baikal 
[10] Bratsk and Ust-Ilimsk dams are powered by this river, the only one that flows out of Lake Baikal. 

ANSWER: Angara River 

[10] The Angara is a tributary of this river, which forms in Tuva, empties into the Kara Sea, and is one of three principal river systems of Siberia along with the Lena and Ob-Irtysh. 

ANSWER: Yenisey River

20. Name these Latin American wars, for 10 points each. 

[10] Roughly coterminous with the 1976 to 1981 regime of Jorge Rafaél Videla, this Argentine crackdown during the "Process of National Reorganization" killed fifteen thousand revolutionists and dissidents. 

ANSWER: Dirty War [or Guerra Sucia] 

[10] Leading to the rise of Policarpo Paz García and the end of military rule in Honduras, this war began with a riot at the namesake sporting event in El Salvador. 

ANSWER: Soccer War 

[10] Sodium nitrate deposits in the Atacama Desert are the most exciting thing in history, and this 1879 to 1883 clash between Chile and a Bolivia-Peru alliance, ended by the Treaty of Ancón, was no exception. 

ANSWER: War of the Pacific
