Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 9

1.  His bastard son Elymus helped Aegestes found four cities.  He traveled with Antenor to negotiate for the release of Hesione by Telamon, but the mission failed, angering his cousin Priam.  Zeus threw a thunderbolt at him for a foolish boast, but his lover interposed her girdle so that the bolt hit the ground under his feet and made him lame.  Because of his lameness, during the sack of Troy he had to be carried on his son’s back.  FTP, name this prince of the house of Troy who slept with Aphrodite and became the father of Aeneas.


Ans: Anchises

2.  In some accounts, they are said to have sprung from Brahma’s foot, while other accounts state that they are descendants of the sage Pulastya, or of the sage Kasyapa by his wife Khasa.  They include the grahas, who often accompany Karttikeya, the Bhutas, who attend Shiva when he haunts cemeteries, and the panis, whose devious ways make them the special foes of Indra.  Their best-known leader stole the chariot Pushpaka and the palace of Lanka from his half-brother Kubera.  FTP, name these shape-shifting demons led at various times by Sisupala, Hiranyakasipu, and Ravana.


Ans: rakshasas

3.  In one story, this character figures out how to make a net by looking at the ashes of a net made by Loki.  His birth came about as a consequence of the burning of Gullveig.  In another story, some of his blood is placed in the kettle Odrorir after he is murdered by the dwarves Fjalar and Galar, who mix the blood with honey.  The precious liquid formed from this man’s blood was taken from Fjalar and Galar by Suttung, but then Odin robbed Suttung of the mead of poetry.  FTP, name this exceptionally wise man created from the spittle of the Vanir and Aesir.

Ans: Kvasir 

4.  His brother Menoetius was killed under his command during a war that lasted ten years before he and his side were put to flight by a shout from Pan.  He was the father-in-law of Sisyphus, who married this character’s daughter Merope.  According to some accounts, he was inhospitable to Perseus, resulting in his petrification.  Another hero asked him for help, then asked for time to adjust a lionskin cloak, tricking this character into resuming his task.  He was the father of seven daughters by Pleione, as well as the Hyades and Hesperides.  FTP, name this Titan who was sentenced to carry the world on his shoulders.


Ans: Atlas

5.  While being pursued by hags, he tossed his headdress behind him; it turned into grapes, which the hags stopped to devour.  At the Even Pass, he forced his pursuers to retreat by pelting them with three peaches.  He went to the Land of Darkness to bring back his wife, but found her covered with maggots, rotting and putrescent.  This god created two gods and a goddess while cleaning his face after trying to retrieve his wife, who died after giving birth to the fire god Kagutsuchi.  FTP, name this father of Susanowo and Amaterasu, the husband of Izanami.


Ans: Izanagi

6.  Members took vows never to retreat in battle, and never to require a dowry or be rude to women.  In one test, applicants were buried up to the waist, given a stick and shield, and expected to ward off javelins thrown by nine warriors.  Several of them were beheaded mistakenly after being kicked out of a magic quicken-tree by a foster-son of the god Aengus.  Known for various missions undertaken on behalf of the high king Cormac mac Airt, FTP, name this group of foot warriors whose members included Diarmuid and Oscar, the grandson of their last leader, Finn MacCool.

Ans: Fenians or Fianna Eireann
7.  When Heracles visited Hades to capture Cerberus, the only ghosts who did not flee were those of Meleager and this creature.  By some accounts, the three-headed shepherd Cacus was her son by Hephaestus, and the three-bodied giant Geryon was the son of another of her sons, whose name meant “golden falchion.”  This mortal daughter of Ceto and Phorcys was killed by a hero who was equipped by the Stygian Nymphs with a magic wallet.  That hero evaded her immortal sisters with the help of winged sandals and Hades’s helmet of invisibility.  FTP, name this sister of Stheno and Euryale who was decapitated by Perseus, a Gorgon who petrified anything that saw her.


Ans: Medusa

8.  The tigillum sororium was flanked by altars to Juno Sororia and this god with the epithet Curiatius.  He supposedly prevented the Sabines from capturing the Forum by causing jets of boiling water to spring up at the entrance.  He was identified with Portunus, the youthful god of ferries and harbors, recalling this god’s earlier provenance over bridges and crossing places.  He was named first in formal prayers to the gods, as the god of beginnings.  FTP, name this Roman god of entrances and exits, depicted on coins looking before and behind with his two faces.


Ans: Janus
9.  This character was usually found in the company of the daughter of Pebin, relaxing in his court of Caer Dathyl.  His niece gave birth to a son and a blob when she stepped over his magic rod.  This occurred after the rape of Goewin, while this god was looking for a replacement virgin footholder.  This god of sorcery took pity on his niece Arianrhod’s son Lleu Llaw Gyffes, helping to create the flower-woman Blodeuedd.  FTP, name this brother of Don and uncle of Gwydion, the son of Mathonwy.


Ans: Math ap Mathonwy

10.  While refitting his shattered fleet at Molossia, he heard of his grandfather’s banishment from Phthia, set sail for Iolcus, and captured the city after killing the sons of Acastus.  He killed the prince Polites, then killed the father of Polites and dragged the corpse to his own father’s tomb, leaving it there to rot, unburied and headless.  The god Heracles appeared on Lemnos to state that Philoctetes and this son of Deidameia were both necessary for Greek victory in the Trojan War.  After the victory, he was given Andromache as a slave.  Infamous for beheading Priam, FTP name this son of Achilles.


Ans: Neoptolemus or Pyrrhus
11.  This god went to have his regalia restored after Erra cunningly offered to take his place in his temple Esagila.  His symbol was a triangular implement similar to a hoe, and his emblematic creature was the serpent-dragon, or Mushussu, later associated with his son Nabu.  His mother, whose Akkadian epithet means “Queen of the Apsu,” was Damkina, and his consort was Sarpanitu.  FTP, name this son of Ea, “the Young Bull of the Sun,” who became the supreme god of the Babylonian pantheon in return for defeating Tiamat.


Ans: Bel Marduk

12.  In some versions of a Greek myth, an example of this act took place near the recipient’s namesake river as a result of a decision by Tmolus which also indirectly resulted in the death of a barber.  In Japanese myth, Susanowo did this to a horse, then tossed it through the roof of Amaterasu’s hall.  In Aztec myth, the fertility god Xipe Totec did this to himself in order to stimulate growth.  In Greek myth, this act was perpetrated on a satyr who picked up an instrument cursed by Athena, then lost a contest when he was unable to play his pipes upside-down.  FTP, name the harsh punishment inflicted by Apollo on Marsyas, after which he nailed Marsyas’s skin to a tree.


Ans: flaying or flayed

13.  This character once beat a six-headed, six-handed god in a race around the world by sitting down and studying the scriptures while his rival set off running.  That rival, sometimes considered his brother, was the war god Skanda or Karttikeya.  While disguised as a cowherd, he was given the Atmalingam by Ravana, who had taken it from this god’s father.  This god of wisdom and prudence was also credited with transcribing, at Vyasa’s dictation, the Mahabharata.  FTP, name this god who, rather than block an axe belonging to his father Shiva, allowed Parasurama to break one of his tusks.

Ans: Ganesh
14.  The River-god Helicon dove underground to avoid becoming an accessory to this man’s murder when his killers went to cleanse themselves of his blood.  This father of Leos was said to have tutored the young Midas.  According to some accounts, Thamyris and this man were taught by his brother Linus before Apollo killed Linus out of jealousy.  He uttered prophecies after his death until he was ordered to shut up by Apollo, who traveled to the isle of Lemnos where the river Hebrus had deposited his head after he was torn apart by Maenads.  FTP, name this son of Oeagrus and Calliope who provided a respite for Tantalus and Sisyphus and charmed Cerberus with his music.


Ans: Orpheus
15.  One character of this name was the daughter of King Hoel, whose servants included Gesnes.  Another character of this name matched a broken-off piece from the sword that killed her uncle with a guest’s sword, but refrained from reporting the killer because he had recently killed a dragon.  The latter had a maid named Brangaene who prepared a love potion to ease her incipient marriage; the former, a princess in Brittany, was known for her white hands.  The latter became Queen of Cornwall after marrying King Mark.  FTP, name these two women who loved Tristan.


Ans: Isolde or Isoude
16.  This character was responsible for killing Ajax the Lesser.  According to some sources, he appointed Pelops his cupbearer and bedfellow.  The giant Antaeus collected skulls to roof a temple to this god, said to be Antaeus’s father, who was forced to work for Laomedon, helping on building the walls of Troy.  He fathered the nymph Despoena and the wild horse Arion on one of his sisters.  This god, sometimes known as the Earth-Shaker, lost a contest for patronage of Athens to his niece Athena.  FTP name this husband of Amphitrite, the Greek god of the sea.

Ans: Poseidon (accept Athena before “he appointed”)

17.  In one myth, he sheds the first tears and digs the first grave after his son is killed by a rattle-snake during a race.  In another story, he gives his blanket to the powerful rock Iya, then takes it back when he gets cold; in retaliation, Iya flattens him.  This happens while he is traveling with Iktomi, a similarly oversexed figure who shares his penchant for mischief.  Often appearing as an antagonist to his brother Wolf, FTP name this popular Native American trickster figure.


Ans: Coyote

18.  In one story the irresistible Taboubu, the daughter of a priest of this goddess, punishes Prince Setna for the theft of a sacred book. The goddess Pekhet was sometimes considered a secondary aspect of this goddess, whose name means “She of the Ointment Jar.”  The confused Greeks identified her with Artemis, so that in later times she was sometimes considered the sister of Horus.  At her cult center, she was regarded as both the daughter and consort of Atum-Ra, and by him the mother of Mahes, a lion deity.  Sometimes considered a gentler aspect of Sekhmet, FTP name this cat-headed goddess.

Ans: Bastet

19.  This name was shared by the leader of the twelve sacred white bulls of Augeius and by a son of Eos and Cephalus who was stolen by Aphrodite.  When another character of this name died, his grieving sisters were transformed into poplar-trees, weeping amber tears, or into a thicket of alder by the banks of the Eridanus or the Po.  That character was a nephew of Eos and son of Clymene.  According to Ovid, he gave the Ethiopians their dark skins and turned Libya into a desert after he lost control of his father’s chariot, scorching the earth by bringing the sun too close.  FTP, name this son of Helius.


Ans: Phaëthon

20.  On one occasion, this creature is lured by the head of Sky-bellower.  On another occasion, several giants are frightened by the results of a lifting contest involving this creature in disguise, when a god lifts one paw of Utgard-Loki’s cat.  The first occasion sees the frightened giant Hymir release this creature, cutting Thor’s fishing line.  At Ragnarok, this creature will kill and be killed by Thor, presumably after releasing its tail from its mouth.  FTP name this creature which encircles the world in Norse mythology, an enormous snake-like beast.


Ans: Midgard Serpent or Jormungandr or Midgardsorm

