Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 8

1.  One of these items was the primary attribute of the Continental Celtic god Sucellus.  The Etruscan demon Charun was often depicted with one of these, which he used to finish off victims, and the Finnish god Pajainen was depicted with an axe and one of these items. Loki’s lips were once sewn shut in revenge for assuming the form of a gadfly and stinging a dwarf while one of these was being forged, resulting in a short handle on the weapon.  The blind Orion followed the sounds of, FTP, what tools used in the workshop of Hephaestus?


Ans: hammer or mallet

2.  In one epic, she sends advice to Enmerkar by way of Enmerkar’s messenger, Lugalbanda.  In one hymn, her consort is likened to “A willow that rejoiced not by the watercourse, / A willow whose roots were torn up.”  Her consort was the son of Duttur, a personification of the ewe, and was chosen by this goddess over the farmer Enkimdu.  Some sources state that her mother was Ningal, and her father was the Sumerian moon-god.  Her consort, a god of vegetation, was sometimes given the epithet “the Shepherd,” and was forced to spend half of each year in the underworld.  FTP, name this Sumerian fertility goddess, the wife of Dumuzi, whose Akkadian counterpart was Ishtar.


Ans: Inanna

3.  This woman was originally promised in marriage to King Belus’s twin brother Agenor.  She met her husband in an episode later parallelled in the life of Hesione, who was saved by this woman’s great-grandson Heracles.  That episode began when her mother disparaged the beauty of the Nereids, and ended with this woman marrying the hero who stole the eye and tooth of the Graeae.  FTP name this daughter of Cepheus and Cassiopeia who was chained naked to a rock before being rescued by Perseus.


Ans: Andromeda

4.  He set fire to his enemy’s ships, but a blessing from Cybele made them rip free of their anchors, dive into the water, and turn into beautiful nymphs.  He made his way into an enemy encampment when Pandarus kept the gate open too long, slaughtering many before being forced to jump in the Tiber.  He is lured onto a ship by Juno and led away from a battle which sees the death of his ally Mezentius.  His fate is sealed when his opponent sees the belt of Evander’s son Pallas on this man’s shoulder.  FTP name this Rutulian prince whose death is described in the closing lines of the Aeneid.


Ans: Turnus
5.  In some stories, this character was said to carry clouds filled with rainbows and seeds.  In other accounts, he carried a bag of babies which he left with young women, and a bag of leather with which to make moccasins for the women he wanted to seduce.  The Hopi and Zuni believed he had the power to bring rain, while the Winnebago believed that he could detach his penis and send it downriver to impregnate bathing maidens.  FTP, name this trickster depicted with a humped back and a flute.


Ans: Kokopelli

6.  This man succeeded Alcathous as King of Megara.  At the moment of this hero’s birth, Heracles threw the skin of the Nemean Lion around him, making him invulnerable except in his neck and arm-pit, which were covered by Heracles’s quiver.  This son of Periboea and step-son of Hesione helped protect the body of Patroclus.  He bound a white-footed ram upright to a pillar and flogged it with a horse’s halter while screaming abuse and calling it perfidious Odysseus, after Athena drove him mad.  He carried a shield covered with seven layers of bull hide behind which his half-brother Teucer used to shelter.  FTP, name this son of Telamon, the greater of two heroes of the same name.

Ans: Ajax the Greater or Telamonian Ajax or Ajax of Salamis or Ajax son of Telamon (prompt on Ajax; do not accept Ajax the Lesser, Little Ajax, Oilean Ajax, Locrian Ajax, Ajax son of Oileus or Ajax of Locris)

7.  The cry of this creature and the howl of a jackal signaled the doom of the Kauravas to Dhritarashtra.  One of these creatures which could cover ten thousand li in one day, and be folded up and put away when not in use, was the favorite mount of Zhang Guo Lao, who rode it backwards.  According to Hyginus, one of these creatures was killed after losing a contest on “a matter of physique” to Priapus.  One of these creatures was also responsible for preventing Priapus from raping Lotis, or Vesta, who made it her sacred animal.  This animal also served as the mount of Dionysus’s drunken, elderly attendant Silenus.  Apollo punished King Midas by giving him the ears of, FTP, what animal?


Ans: ass or donkey

8.  On one occasion, she cast a decisive vote which resulted in the suicide of Erigone, the daughter of Aegisthus.  In some accounts, she saved Zagreus’s heart and placed it in a gypsum figure.  She let one of her favorites die after she caught him eating the brains of Melanippus, and according to some accounts, she struck Teiresias blind for catching a glimpse of her bathing.  She accompanied the son of another of her favorites while disguised as Mentor.  Born with the help of a wedge wielded by Hephaestus, FTP name this grey-eyed daughter of Metis who sprang fully-armed from the head of Zeus.

Ans: Athena or Athene

9.  She was considered the female counterpart of the ithyphallic god Min.  This goddess, whose name means “Lady of the Mansion,” is described as “an imitation woman with no vagina” in one of the Pyramid texts.  The linen bandages that wrapped mummies were sometimes known as her tresses, and she was sometimes depicted as one of a pair of birds hovering protectively on the walls of coffins, with the other bird representing her older sister.  This younger daughter of Geb and Nut abandoned her husband after he committed fratricide, and helped her sister retrieve the pieces of her brother’s body.  FTP, name the sister of Isis and wife of Set.

Ans: Nephthys or Nebthet

10.  As a result of a wager, he defeated Gullfaxi in a contest which, in turn, set up the fight between Thor and Hrungnir.  One of his descendants proved his worth by swimming across the river Busiltjarn; that descendant was named Grani.  He was sent to help Hermod on his quest, leaping over the gate of Hel’s hall.  His father, the helper of the giant who rebuilt the walls of Asgard, was Svadilfari, and his mother was Loki, who had temporarily assumed the form of a mare.  FTP, name this eight-legged horse, the steed of Odin.


Ans: Sleipnir

11.  His daughter Euippe predicted the death and deification of Asclepius, and was seduced by Aeolus.  Some accounts state that he was conceived on the Oceanid Philyra by Cronus, who was caught in the act by Rhea, changed form, and fled.  According to some accounts, he chose to die after being hit in the knee by an arrow that passed through the arm of Elatus, giving his immortality to Prometheus.  He saved Peleus’s life, helped him find his sword, advised him on how to win Thetis, and later tutored their son.  Also credited with tutoring Heracles and Jason, FTP name this wise centaur.


Ans: Cheiron
12.  In one story, a character with this name demands the head of Lady Lile, or the head of the Knight of Two Swords, but is beheaded by Balin.  Another character who held this title fell in love with a man with an unreciprocated love for Ettard.  In one story, she is rescued by Pellinore during the Quest for the White Hart.  In some accounts, she is responsible for rearing the son of King Ban, who becomes the greatest knight in the world.  She was also sometimes credited with imprisoning Merlin.  FTP, give the title of this enchantress who presented Arthur with Excalibur.


Ans: Lady of the Lake (accept Viviane or Nimue)

13.  He assumed the guise of the beautiful girl Mohini following the churning of the oceans and tricked the demons out of their share of amrita.  His devotees included Prahlada, and he eventually killed Prahlada’s father Hiranyakasipu, stepping out of a pillar in the form of a half-man, half-lion.  In the Vedas, he measures out the earth and heavens in three steps, a theme repeated in his incarnation as the dwarf Vamana.  FTP, name this god whose ten avatars include Khalki and Buddha, known as the preserver.

Ans: Vishnu
14.  According to some accounts, Odysseus strangled Antielus while trying to keep Antielus quiet after this woman imitated the voice of Antielus’s wife while strolling with her fourth husband.  That fourth husband, Deiphobus, was the brother of her third husband.  Her third husband convinced her to abandon her second husband and her young daughter Hermione.  Her third husband, formerly the lover of Oenone, was promised her love in exchange for awarding the apple of discord to Aphrodite.  FTP, name this sister of Polydeuces and Castor whose elopement started the Trojan War.


Ans: Helen

15.  This god asked for a magical pig-skin that could heal all wounds as part of a fine levied against the sons of Turenn.  This foster son of Manannan mac Lir claimed competence in ten arts, including cupbearing, to gain entrance to Tara, then proceeded to win a game of fidchell and defeat Oghma in a flagstone-hurling contest.  This son of Cian and Ethniu fulfilled a prophecy during the second battle of Mag Tuired when he killed his maternal grandfather, Balor of the Evil Eye.  FTP name this god who succeeded Nuada to leadership of the Tuatha de Dánann, considered the divine father of Cuchulainn.


Ans: Lugh of the Long Hand or Lamfhada or Samildanac or mac Ethnenn 

16.  This character’s bed hangings were known as Glimmering Misfortune.  She kept the company of her most illustrious guest with the help of her father, who disguised himself as the witch Thokk.  The maiden Modgud guarded the bridge over the river Gjoll which allowed entrance to this character’s realm, which was sometimes called Nastrond.  The entrance to her realm was also guarded by the perpetually bloody-chested, four-eyed hound Garm.  Described as half black, half flesh-color, and all grim, FTP name this youngest child of Loki and Angrboda who ruled over the dead.


Ans: Hel

17.  One character of this name, who was killed by his cousin Agamemnon, was the first husband of Clytemnestra.  That character was named for his paternal grandfather, who conspired with Pandareus to steal a golden mastiff belonging to Zeus.  In addition to that crime, some sources state that this mortal stole ambrosia to give to his friends.  His worst crime occurred during a banquet he hosted, during which only Demeter ate the food he offered.  FTP name this man who killed and cooked his son Pelops for the gods, punished in Hades by being tempted with water he can never reach.


Ans: Tantalus

18.  According to some accounts, the handmaiden Galanthis was turned into a weasel and condemned to give birth through the mouth by this goddess or her daugher Eileithyia.  In one story, she breast-feeds her stepson, resulting in the formation of the Milky Way.  Homer describes her as “white-armed” and “ox-eyed.”  She was once chained by the wrists with anvils attached to her ankles after leading a revolt against her brother.  Her wedding night lasted three hundred years, and her wedding gifts included the tree with the golden apples of the Hesperides.  FTP, name this mother of Ares and wife of Zeus.


Ans: Hera (accept Hecate before “in honor of this goddess”)

19.  He was cooked in a cauldron for 49 days, but emerged unharmed, with the ability to see evil.  Like Mithras, he was born from a stone; unlike Mithras, he was born on the Mountain of Fruit and Flowers, and learned cloud flying and the 72 transformations.  He defeated the Red Boy, who wanted to gain immortality by eating the flesh of a monk.  After realizing that his appointment as Manager of the Heavenly Stables was an insult, this mischievous character ate some Pills of Longevity and Peaches of Immortality, and threatened the Jade Emperor.  Serving as bodyguard to the monk Xuan Zang, or Tripitaka, FTP name this simian protagonist of Journey to the West.


Ans: Handsome Monkey King or Monkey of the Mind or Sun Wukong or Sun Hou-zi (accept Pi Ma-Wen or Manager of the Heavenly Stables before “Manager of the Heavenly Stables” is mentioned in the question; if a player actually gives one of these answers, feel free to warn them that they have angered Monkey)

20.  In the Book of Gates, the god Nun lifts it from the depths.  It was protected by the coils of the mehen-snake from threats such as the monsters Sebau and Nak.  At night, when it was known as Mesektet, the god Sia acted as its spokesman, giving the orders to open each of twelve gates as it was towed by jackals and cobras through the underworld.  The fishes Ant and Abtu helped pilot, while Thoth was sometimes considered its navigator, and Hathor was often depicted standing in its prow.  FTP, name this vessel in which Ra made his daily journey.

Ans: solar barque or solar boat or sun barque or sun boat or the Boat of Millions or the Barque of Millions
