Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 7

1.  The protagonist of this epic is described as having four ears and four eyes, and fire blazes forth when he moves his lips.  In the first attack, a belligerent vizier is captured by the nose-rope after his father is slain while under the influence of a sleeping spell.  That vizier counsels war when his parents complain of a recent spate of unseemly hilarity in the Abode of Heaven.  The mother of Mummu is killed by one of her descendants, who uses the Evil Wind to keep her lips open while he shoots an arrow down her throat. Beginning, “When on high,” and including the story of the death Tiamat, FTP name this Babylonian epic.

Ans: Enuma Elish (accept When on high until it is mentioned in the question)

2.  In one story, this figure or one of his priests interpret a king’s dream of seven fat and seven thin cattle, and discovers the origins of the Nile.  In later times, his mother was thought to be the beautiful singer, Kheredankhw, and he was said to have defeated the Asiatics with the help of his divine stepmother, Sekhmet.  He was credited with writing the Book of Temple Foundations, and was typically portrayed as a seated priest with a shaved head, reading a scroll.  Identified with the Greek Asclepius and considered a son of Ptah, FTP, name this deified sage and architect who built Djoser’s step pyramid.


Ans: Imhotep or Imouthes

3.  According to some accounts, this man founded his city, initially known as Ephyra, and peopled it with men sprung from mushrooms; other sources state that he came to power following the death of Glauce when Medea bequeathed the throne to him.  This grandfather of Bellerophon told the River-god Asopus where to find Zeus dallying with Aegina, then twice managed to evade punishment: once by telling his wife Merope to leave him unburied, and once by tricking Hades into handcuffing himself.  FTP, name this clever King of Corinth who was punished in the afterlife by being made to roll a huge boulder up a hill.


Ans: Sisyphus

4.  This deity appears in the Táin riding in a chariot harnessed to a one-legged chestnut horse, accompanied by a giant driving a heifer.  This daughter of Ernmas vowed to destroy Indech, taking the kidneys of his valor and the blood of his heart.  She made that promise while foretelling the events of the second battle of Mag Tuired after mating over a river at Samain with the Dagda.  One of her two sisters cursed the Ulstermen with the pangs of Ulster.  FTP, name this war-goddess identified with Badb and Macha who took the form of a hooded crow and perched on the shoulder of Cuchulainn after his death.


Ans: the Morrígan

5.  In one tale, he fashions a robe using one feather from each bird, then hides in the robe to spy on Wulbari.  He introduces blindness when he fulfills Wulbari’s enigmatic request for something by bringing back the moon, the sun, and darkness.  He captures a fairy with the help of some mashed yams and an Akua doll covered in sticky resin, but later falls victim to a similar trap.  He loses his wealth when he buys a worthless cloak of vines and flies from Chameleon.  His other major defeat comes when his eight legs become stuck to the wax girl.  FTP, name this son of the sky-god Nyame, a popular African trickster figure.


Ans: Kwaku Anansi
6.  He spent part of his childhood in the court of Strophius, where he became close friends with Strophius’s son.  This brother of Chrysothemis, or else a Phocian named Machaereus, was credited with killing Neoptolemus.  This companion of Pylades eventually married his own cousin Hermione.  He was the subject of two dreams in which his mother dreamed that she gave birth to and suckled a serpent which drew blood from her breast.  These dreams were born out when he avenged the murder of his father with the help of his sister Electra.  FTP, name this son of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra.


Ans: Orestes
7.  The horse Hoof-flourisher carries this goddess’s errand girl Gná.  Another of her attendants, who carries her little box and looks after her shoes, is the virgin Fulla.  In the Lokasenna, Loki accuses her of lying with both of her husband’s brothers, implying that she slept with all three of the children of Bestla and Bor.  After one of her sons has a bad dream, she overlooks a little bush while asking ailments, birds, trees, and pretty much everything else not to harm him.  FTP, name this goddess who enjoyed sitting in the hall Fensalir and spinning clouds on her loom, the protective mother of Baldur and wife of Odin.


Ans: Frigg

8.  This man’s beard was promised pride of place on a giant’s cloak woven of beards of defeated chieftains; sadly, his beard had to forgo this signal honor when he defeated the giant Ritho.  His pride led to one of the three unfortunate disinterments, when he dug up the head of Bran.  He appears in “The Dream of Rhonabwy,” playing a boardgame with Owain, and in “The Tale of Culhwch and Olwen,” helping his cousin Culhwch.  His prized possessions included the spear Ron and a scabbard which protected its wearer from harm.  FTP, name this king who fought at Mount Badon and Camlann, the leader of the Knights of the Round Table.

Ans: King Arthur
9.  His herdsman Menoetes, or Menoetius, the son of Ceuthonymus, lost a wrestling match to Heracles.  He was interrupted before he could seduce the nymph Minthe, whom he dazzled with his chariot and horses.  According to some accounts, his brother fathered Zagreus on this character’s eventual wife.  During the Titanomachy, he snuck by Cronus to steal Cronus’s weapons.  His palace lies on the far side of the Asphodel Fields, where only Orion still has the heart to hunt the ghostly deer.  FTP, name this god who owns all the gems and precious metals hidden underground, the Greek god of the dead.


Ans: Hades
10.  He died suddenly when he paused to drink at the spring of Tilphussa, after which his companions founded the city of Hestiaea.  His death was sealed when news of the death of Aegialeus broke the heart of Adrastus.  His advice led to the suicides of two men named Menoeceus.  He spent seven years as a celebrated harlot after killing a female snake, and and claimed that women enjoy sex more than men, angering Hera, who blinded him.  FTP, name this grandfather of Mopsus and father of Manto, a Theban prophet who revealed the crimes of Oedipus.


Ans: Teiresias

11.  The Etruscan demon Charun was depicted with the nose of this creature, which was paired with the cobra as a symbol of the Two Ladies in Egyptian mythology.  In Hindu mythology, the king of these creatures was Jatayu.  In Plutarch’s Roman Questions, Hercules claims that they are the most righteous of birds.  In Tartarus, two of these creatures were charged with torturing Leto’s would-be rapist Tityus, and two of these creatures revealed the secret to curing Iphiclus’s impotence after Melampus sacrificed two bulls to Apollo and left the carcasses on the altar.  FTP, name these creatures, one of which was charged with gnawing the liver of Prometheus. 

Ans: vultures 

12.  After performing the great horse sacrifice, he kidnapped Tara, returning her only after impregnating her.  He was married to twenty-seven sisters, but showed such a preference for Rohini that the other twenty-six complained to their father, the sage Daksha, who cursed this character with childlessness and consumption for 15 days at a time.  He is nourished with ocean water by Surya when he is exhausted from feeding the Pitris and various divinities, particularly Indra.  FTP, name this moon god, the personification of a magical liquid also known as amrita.

Ans: Soma (prompt on Chandra)

13.  He founded Petelia and Crimissa in southern Italy, where he fled after being expelled by rebels from his city of Meliboea in Thessaly.  This son of Demonassa and Poeas received his most prized possessions in gratitude for lighting a pyre for an uncle of Iolaus, an act which earned him the ire of Hera, who arranged a near-mortal wound for him.  That wound was healed by Podaleirius or Machaon after Odysseus and Diomedes brought this man from Lemnos.  He then dealt a mortal wound to Paris in an archery duel.  FTP, name this man who inherited the bow and arrows of Heracles before being bitten in the ankle by a snake.


Ans: Philoctetes

14.  In order to increase his potency, the only vegetable this character ate was lettuce, a fact used by his enemies to impregnate him with the semen of his nephew.  He was born prematurely when he tore himself out of his mother’s womb on the third intercalary day.  His skin and hair earned comparisons with the pelt of an ass, and he was usually portrayed with the head of a beast known as the Typhonian animal.   His great strength earned him credit as the only god capable of defeating Apep and identification with a warrior god of the Hyksos named Sutekh.  FTP, name this evil Egyptian god who fought with Horus for kingship.

Ans: Set or Seth (prompt on Sutekh before mention in the question)

15.  Following a battle between Heracles and the centaurs, these creatures were credited with wiping out those centaurs that fled to Sicily.  Aphrodite whisked away the Argonaut Butes when he tried to journey to their island, which was home to many heaps of mouldering bones.  Hera sponsored a contest which resulted in these creatures losing their wings after they lost to the Muses.  They committed suicide after an encounter with the son of Laertes, who had himself tied up after stuffing wax into his crew’s ears.  FTP, name these creatures who lured sailors to their deaths with an irresistible song.


Ans: Sirens

16.  This man’s mother owned a ring that grew cold on her finger just before daybreak.  After hearing his future predicted by his uncle Gripir, he set out to kill the surviving sons of Hunding, including King Lyngvi.  This half-brother of Sinfjotli broke two swords made by his mentor, but his third sword successfully cut a ball of twine carried by a river current and sliced through an anvil.  That sword was made from two shards given to this hero by his mother Hjordis, and was forged by Regin.  FTP, name this son of Sigmund who rode through the wavering flames to claim Brynhild.


Ans: Sigurd
17.  Her servants include a white horseman, a red horseman, and a black horseman, symbolizing dawn, day, and night.  As she travels, she uses a broom of silver birch to sweep away her tracks, but her arrival is often heralded by the noisy host of spirits following her.  Her dwelling is surrounded by a picket fence topped by skulls, and is usually found spinning rapidly or sitting facing into the forest.  She uses a pestle to steer as she flies through the forest in a giant mortar.  FTP, name this character from Russian legend, a witch who dwells in a hut on chicken legs.

Ans: Baba Yaga Kostianaya Noga or Baba Yaga Bone Legs or Jezi-Baba

18.  The Navajos associated it with the mischievous Tonenili, while the Incas believed that the god Ilyap’a collected it from the Milky Way.  The Mayan god associated with this phenomenon was also associated with the frog, while the Zapotecs associated it with their god Cocijo.  The Incas believed that by tying up black dogs and letting them starve, they could convince Ilyap’a to send some from his jug.  The Inca god Kon was thought to take it with him when he retreated to the north, causing the land to wither.  FTP, name this important weather phenomenon associated with the Mayan Chac and the Aztec Tlaloc. 

Ans: rain

19.  One character of this name ruled the warlike Bistones from the now-vanished city of Tirida.  Another character of this name was a cousin of Thersites who, according to some accounts, founded Brundisium before a divine act caused him to disappear and turned his comrades into gentle and virtuous birds.  This was also the birthname of Jason.  The Thracian king of this name kept his best-known possessions tethered with iron chains to bronze mangers, showing them on occasion to unsuspecting guests.  One hero of this name was a member of the Epigoni, and participated in a night raid into the camp of King Rhesus.  FTP, give the shared name of the king whose flesh-eating mares were captured by Heracles, and the son of Tydeus who wounded Aphrodite and Ares during the siege of Troy.


Ans: Diomedes
20.  A younger god once tied this deity’s hair to the beams of his roof while he was asleep, then robbed him and kidnapped his daughter.  He received his sister’s necklace in exchange for the ten-fists-length sword in a ritual to prove his honesty.  After his nails were pulled out and his beard cut off by the gods, he planted the hairs of his beard on the mountains, forming the Forest of Kii.  Known affectionately as the Impetuous Male, he defeated an eight-headed snake, taking from its tail the “grass-cutting sword” Kusanagi.  FTP, name this noisy storm god who often bothered his sister Amaterasu.

Ans: Susanowo or Susanowa or Susanoo
