Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 6

1.  This man employed a servant named Mnemon whose sole task was to remind him not to kill any of Apollo’s sons, due to a prophecy made by this man’s mother.  His mother foiled a conspiracy by alerting Briareus, who undid the hundred knots binding Zeus.  Zeus and Poseidon both lusted for his mother, but refrained from bedding her due to a prophecy that she would bear a son greater than the father.  His mother held him in a fire to burn his mortality or dipped him in the Styx, making him invulnerable except at the heel.  FTP, name this son of Thetis, the greatest of the Greek warriors at Troy.


Ans: Achilles

2.  In Irish myth, the sorceress Tlachtga created one of these for Trian, and the Gaulish god Taranis was often portrayed with one.  The eight-armed Japanese goddess Benten or Benzaiten was typically depicted holding a bow, an arrow, a jewel, a sword, a key, and one of these items.  Tyche and Nemesis shared the rudder of destiny and one of these items as attributes.  The Egyptian god Khnum shaped humans on one designed for pottery.  Ixion was forced to roll through the sky after being bound to, FTP, what sort of item, one of which once presented an obstacle to Garuda with its sharp spokes?


Ans: wheel

3.  He once appeared to a group of cowherds as the spirit of the mountain Govardhana, then lifted the mountain with one finger to protect the cowherds from a week-long storm sent by Indra.  His second wife was the daughter of the bear king Jambuvan, whom he killed.  He used his magic quoit weapon, Sudarsana, to kill his cousin Sisupala, the original betrothed of his first wife, Rukmini.   His purpose was to defeat the demon Kansa, and he was born to Devaki after a certain god placed a black hair in her womb.  FTP, name this brother of Balarama famous for frolicking with the gopis, the eighth incarnation of Vishnu.

Ans: Krishna
4.  According to Pausanias and Plutarch, this character, or another with the same name, had an oracle at Laconian Thalamae.  One of her sons had to be revived after drowning in a jar of honey, and another son, Androgeus, was killed as a result of an Athenian plot.  One of her daughters was abandoned by a man who later married her other daughter Phaedra.  She freed Icarus and Daedalus in gratitude for Daedalus’s help in facilitating her dalliance with a sacrificial victim intended for Poseidon who had became the object of this woman’s unnatural lust.  FTP, name this mother of Ariadne and wife of Minos whose union with a bull produced the Minotaur.


Ans: Pasiphaë

5.  As a young lad, this character finds employment in the home of the nobleman Tegid Foel, whose son went unharmed at the battle of Camlann due to his great ugliness.  Later, he foils a plot by the lecherous prince Rhun to despoil the daughter-in-law of Gwyddno Garanhir after being retrieved from a weir by Gwyddno’s son Elphin.  At a crucial moment, he pushes Tegid Foel’s son Morfran or Afagddu aside and imbibes three drops of a potion of wisdom.  FTP, name this Welsh magician and bard who was reborn after being swallowed in the form of a grain of wheat by the witch Ceridwen.

Ans: Taliesin or Gwion Bach
6.  In Ovid’s Fasti, her sister is identified with the goddess of the New Year.  She won a large plot of land known as Byrsa from the King of Gaetulia, Iarbas, by cutting up an oxhide and laying the strips around the boundary.  Her first husband Sychaeus was murdered by her brother Pygmalion, prompting her and her sister Anna to flee Tyre.  She deals kindly with some Trojan survivors of a storm before meeting and falling love with their leader.  FTP, name this queen and founder of Carthage who committed suicide after being abandoned by Aeneas.


Ans: Dido or Elissa

7.  In one section of the Poetic Edda, this god journeys to his father’s home “east of Elivagar,” where he meets his loathsome nine-hundred headed grandmother.  His goal on that journey is to take a kettle “a mile in depth” that belongs to his father, the giant Hymir.  Later considered a son of Odin, he will slay and be slain at Ragnarok by a monster that had previously been bound at Gnipahellir, the Hel-hound Garm.  However, his worst run-in with a canine resulted in the wrist being known as the wolf-joint.  FTP, name this courageous god who lost his right hand to wolf Fenrir.

Ans: Tyr or Tiwaz or Ziu

8.  He was banished to Cephallenia when an oracle announced that his father would be killed by him or one of his brothers.  His father once feigned madness, plowing with an ass and an ox yoked together and flinging salt over his shoulder, but Palamedes uncovered the charade by placing this character in front of his father’s team.  Following his father’s death at the hands of his half-brother Telegonus, this man married Telegonus’s mother Circe, who had tried and failed years earlier to turn his father into a pig.  FTP, name this man who grew up on Ithaca during his father’s 20 year absence, a son of Odysseus.


Ans: Telemachus

9.  The temple of this goddess in her cult center at Dendera had columns in the shape of sistra.  She was often portrayed with the Menait, an emblem of joy and pleasure, on her back.  When Ra went off to sulk after the deity Baba insulted him, this goddess managed to cheer Ra up by going to his house and showing him her private parts.  She was worshipped at Dendera as the wife of Horus of Edfu, and their son Ihy was sometimes known as the “bull of confusion.”   Her name means “House of Horus,” and she was thought to nourish the living with her milk.  FTP, name this goddess of love, often portrayed with a cow’s head.

Ans: Hathor or Athyr or Athor

10.  He killed his cousin Halirrhothius, supposedly to defend his daughter Alcippe.  Like Apollo and Poseidon, he had a son named Cycnus.  This father-in-law of Procne was one of the two Olympians not invited to the wedding of Deidameia or Hippodameia and Peirithous.  His sacred creatures included a group of monsters known for killing men and beasts with showers of brazen feathers.  The Golden Fleece was kept on Colchis in a grove dedicated to this god, who once assumed the form of a wild boar and gored Adonis to death.  FTP, name this father of Penthesilea, Phobus and Deimos, the Greek god of war.

Ans: Ares

11.  One divine patron of this profession was grouped with Luchta and Credne in na Trí Dee Dánann, and possessed the ale of immortality.  Finn macCool and the Fiana encountered a gigantic one-footed warrior with three arms who practiced this trade.  In Welsh myth, Arianrhod’s son Dylan was killed by the divine patron of this craft, the god Govannon, who corresponds to the Irish Goibhniu.  FTP, give the profession of Culainn, whose hound was killed by Cuchulainn, and the god Goibhniu, who worked during the Second Battle of Mag Tuired mending shattered spears and swords.

Ans: blacksmiths

12.  In the Hymn of Agushaya, the antics of this goddess annoy a god who proceeds to use the dust under his fingernails to create an exaggerated mirror image of her, named Saltu.  She broke the wing of the bird-man Allulu, and turned her father’s gardener Ishullanu into a frog.  The recital of the stories of these and other unfortunate lovers by a two-thirds immortal hero who rejected her advances caused her to go to her father Anu and demand punishment for that hero, Gilgamesh.  FTP, name this Babylonian goddess of love and war whose other lovers included Tammuz.


Ans: Ishtar
13.  In later times, he was considered the son of Angiras, and thus inherited the title of king of the Pitris, formerly a role of Varuna.  In the Vedas, he forms an early triad with his brothers Indra and Surya.  Bhrigu once cursed him for being a tattle-tale, but later granted a dispensation whereby he remained pure regardless of what he ate.  In the Ramayana, he appears and proclaims the innocence of Sita when she casts herself on a pyre.  He had a notorious appetite for sacrificial offerings, especially clarified butter, which he licked up with his seven tongues.  FTP, name this god of fire.

Ans: Agni
14.  His wife Cleola died after giving birth to the weak Pleisthenes.  He gained his throne when the sun went backward on a dial by Zeus’s decree.  This king of Mycenae promised to sacrifice the finest of his flock to Artemis, but could not bring himself to part with the fleece of a golden lamb sent by Pan at the instigation of Hermes.  His brother stole the fleece while engaging in adultery with his wife Aerope.  In retaliation, he murdered three of his nephews and served chunks of their flesh to his brother.  FTP, name this father of Menelaus and Agamemnon, the brother of Thyestes.


Ans: Atreus

15.  These people believed in feminine nature spirits known as etugen.  They also believed that humans were the descendants of a fallow deer who mated with a blue-gray wolf.  Their greatest leader, possibly in an attempt to identify himself with the hero Bukhe Beligte, claimed to be the son of the sky spirit Hormast Tengri.  According to legend, they were repelled by a shower of lightning arrows shot by Raiden, or by the storm god Kami-kaze when they sent an invading fleet to Japan.  FTP, name these people whose epic of Geser follows the exploits of the titular khan.


Ans: Mongols

16.  This character gave Pandareus the gift of never suffering from the belly-ache, and cursed Erysichthon to perpetual hunger.  During the wedding of Cadmus and Harmonia, she became pregnant with Plutus by having sex with Iasius in a thrice-plowed field.  During her stay with Celeus and Metaneira, she tried but failed to burn away Demophoön’s mortality.  Before leaving Eleusis, she gave a chariot drawn by serpents, seed-corn, and a wooden plow to Triptolemus and told him to teach mankind the art of agriculture.  FTP, name this sister of Hera and mother of Persephone.


Ans: Demeter

17.  This god’s lieutenant, known as He Who Hastens, was Paynal.  He was conceived while his mother was sweeping a temple as penance, and her husbandless pregnancy offended this god’s sister.  His sister plotted with the Four Hundred Southerners to kill his mother, but the traitor Cuahuitlicac informed this god.  At the moment of the attack, he sprang fully armed from his mother Coatlicue, who had been impregnated by a ball of feathers.  He told his people to build a city where they saw an eagle killing a snake on a cactus.  Known as Hummingbird on the Left, FTP name this war and sun god, the patron of the Aztecs. 


Ans: Huitzilopochtli

18.  This man served as champion in opposing King Anguish’s demand of a tribute of slaves, killing Anguish’s step-brother Morholt.  Like the Greek Aegeus, he died of despair after arranging for a signal of white or black sails; unlike Aegeus, he asked for white sails if his ships were returning with his true love, who had the power to cure him.  In one story, he fights Lancelot for four hours after mistaking Lancelot for his enemy Palamedes.  FTP, name this prince of Lyonesse who, according to some accounts, was treacherously killed by his jealous uncle, King Mark.


Ans: Tristan or Sir Tristram of Lyonesse

19.  The gods took away Mundilferi’s children because he had the audacity to name them for this pair.  In the Alvissmol, Alvis claims that the dwarves call one of this pair “The Deceiver of Dvalin,” and proceeds to succumb to its power.  A disguised rime-giant demanded them, in addition to the hand of Freya in marriage, as a reward for rebuilding the walls of Asgard.  At Ragnarok, they are slated to be consumed by the wolves Hati and Skoll.  FTP, name these celestial bodies known in Norse mythology as Mani and Sol.


Ans: the sun and the moon (accept Sol and Mani before the end; order does not matter)

20.  The god Serapis was often pictured with this creature at his feet.  According to some accounts, the plant aconite was created from the slaver of this creature dripping on a field.  The mother of Voluptas was advised by a tower on dealing with this creature, and in the Aeneid, when the Sibyl sees the snakes sprouting from this creature’s neck she tosses it a drugged sop.  Eurystheus quailed in fear before this son of Typhon and Echidna, who was captured by Heracles without the help of weapons, as stipulated by Hades.  FTP, name this guardian of the far bank of the river Styx, a three-headed hound.


Ans: Cerberus

