Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 5

1.  This man’s father was the son of Tyro and Tyro’s uncle Cretheus.  His uncle, a son of Poseidon, claimed to be haunted by the ghost of a son of Nephele who had fled Orchomenus on a magical steed.  This man fulfilled a prophecy warning his uncle against a one-sandalled man.  He lost a sandal when he courteously carried an old crone, actually Hera in disguise, across a river.  He killed his uncle after retrieving an item associated with Phrixus in a quest set by his uncle Pelias.  FTP, name this man who assembled and led the Argonauts.


Ans: Jason

2.  In one version of her genesis, her father produced her from a white-copper mirror held in his left hand.  One of her grandsons was sent to earth after she gave him a sword, a brass mirror known as the Eight-Handed Mirror, and a magatama necklace.  The necklace and mirror had been placed on the sacred Sakaki tree as part of a plan to restore light to the world by luring this goddess out of a cave.  She was lured out when she heard the gods laughing at the erotic dance of Uzume, the kami of joy.  The emperors of Japan claimed descent from, FTP, what Shinto sun goddess?


Ans: Amaterasu or Omikami

3.  She drove an Edonian king mad for opposing one of her grandsons, whom she purified of murders, after that grandson conquered India.  She helped doom her husband by providing mustard and salt to add to his honeyed drink.  According to some accounts, she switched one of her sons at infancy with a foal; that son later claimed to have created the horse.  Another of her sons was raised by two daughters of Melisseus in a cave on Mount Dicte, and fed on the milk of the goat Amaltheia.  That son was switched at birth with a stone, saving him from being eaten by this Titaness’s husband.  FTP, name this wife of Cronus.


Ans: Rhea
4.  When this goddess offers Loki a crystal cup of mead, he accuses her of infidelity in the Lokasenna, and similar allegations are made to her husband in the Harbarthsljoth.  One of her children, who lived in the hall Ydalir, invented snow-shoes and was renowned for his prowess at archery and skiing.  She was the recipient of a gift made by the sons of Ivaldi, who also made the boat Skidbladnir and the spear Gungnir.  She was the mother of Ull and Thrud, and the step-mother of Magni.  FTP, name this goddess whose hair was replaced by living gold, the wife of Thor.

Ans: Sif
5.  In the Annals of the Cakchiquels, it is kneaded with the blood of the tapir and the serpent to create humanity.  The Peruvian goddess Zaramama and the Aztec deities Chicomecoatl and Centeotl were associated with this plant, and the self-flaying of Xipe Totec was meant to evoke the development of its seed.  Quetzalcoatl assumed the form of a black ant to retrieve some grains of it for the rest of the gods.  In the Popol Vuh, the present human race is made from water mixed with ground kernels from white and yellow ears of, FTP, what plant?


Ans: corn or maize

6.  This character was killed by a slung piece of cheese while obeying a geis to bathe every morning in a certain spring.  Fergus mac Roich was killed by Lugaid while swimming in Findloch with this ruler of Cruachain Connacht.  She bribed many warriors with the promise of marriage to her daughter Findabair, and occasionally sweetened the deal with the offer of her own friendly thighs.  She sent three witches and three wizards to kill Cuchulainn, but they failed.  FTP, name this queen and wife of Ailill who led the Cattle Raid of Cooley against the Ulstermen.

Ans: Medb or Maeve

7.  He loses many men to the people of King Lamus after three scouts follow a daughter of the chieftain Antiphates into an ambush.  Earlier, he had buried a sackful of gold as part of a successful plot to frame Nauplius’s son, participated in the murder of Dolon, coached Sinon on lying, and purified Achilles of the murder of his enemy Thersites.  He recounts his adventures, including his encounter with the Laestrygonians, in the court of King Alcinous after being rescued by Nausicaa.  FTP, name this hero who travels for ten years in a Homeric epic before reaching Ithaca.


Ans: Odysseus

8.  In answer to a challenge, he built a ship of cedar plastered with gypsum, tricking his challenger into trying to make a boat of stone, which sank.  His eyes were once plucked out and buried, growing into lotuses, but his sight was restored when gazelle milk was rubbed into his eyesockets by Hathor.  A misunderstanding over his portrayal in his child aspect led the Greeks to consider him the god of silence, Harpokrates.  In some accounts, he was conceived when his mother hovered in the form of a kite over the corpse of his father.  FTP name this celestial falcon-god, the son of Isis and Osiris.

Ans: Horus or Heru of Hor

9.  Her brother Phoroneus was the first to discover the use of fire after Prometheus stole it.  According to some sources, she wound up in Egypt, where she founded the worship of Isis.  Her son, who was then identified with the Apis bull, was the father of Libya.  After marrying a man named Telegonus, this daughter of the River-god Inachus gave birth to Epaphus.  She visited the chained Prometheus, who foretold her travels, which led to the naming of the Bosporus.  The jealous Hera had her tethered and guarded by the hundred-eyed Argus.  FTP, name this lover of Zeus who was turned into a white cow.


Ans: Io

10.  In the Aeneid, the Etruscan Arruns is killed by this goddess’s follower Opis in punishment for killing her favorite, a leader of the Volscians said to be capable of running over the fields of grain without bruising the crops.  The minor god Virbius, identified with the resurrected Greek Hippolytus, was associated with this goddess.  Her priest at Aricia, whose title was rex nemorensis, was a fugitive slave; as King of the Grove, he had to kill his predecessor in single combat initiated by plucking a bough.  FTP, name this Roman goddess who favored the chaste warrior maiden Camilla, identified with the Greek Artemis.

Ans: Diana
11.  The Welsh equivalent of this character was a warrior chief who conducted a raid on Kelliwic during which he struck or seduced a queen.  He was sometimes said to be the product of an unknowingly incestuous union between a queen who later took Lamorak as her lover, and that queen’s brother.  He joined one of that queen’s sons in exposing a scandal.  This son of Morgause died in battle after the sight of a snake prompted a knight to draw a sword.  FTP, name this treacherous knight who died at Camlann after fatally wounding Arthur.


Ans: Mordred or Modred (prompt on Medraut)

12.  One of these creatures named Aswathaman was killed by Bhima in the Mahabharata so that Yudisthira could mislead Drona without lying.  Maya dreamed of a small white one entering her womb prior to the birth of Siddhartha.  A large white one, said to be ever-victorious, was produced by the churning of the ocean, and could generally be found at the entrance to Svarga.  The god most often associated with this animal, a son of Parvati, had his original head burned or cut off by Shiva.  Indra’s mount Airavata was, FTP, what sort of animal which also furnished the replacement head for Ganesh?


Ans: elephants

13.  Erechthonius was born as a result of this character’s failed attempt to outrage Athena.  In the Iliad, he helps Achilles against the River-god Scamander.  His apprentice Cedalion was kidnapped and used as a guide by the blind Orion, and he helped Oenopion hide from Orion by building an underground chamber for Oenopion.  He was also credited with creating Talos, and with making a magical net which he used to catch his wife in bed with her lover Ares.  FTP, name this lame husband of Aphrodite, the Greek god of smithying.


Ans: Hephaestus

14.  He once cured a fellow god of castration by spitting on the wound.  He was the father of Nefer Hor and Hornub by his wives Nehmauit and Seshat, respectively.  In one myth, he plays draughts with the Moon, winning a seventy-second part of the Moon’s light, with which he makes 5 intercalated days, allowing Nut to give birth to her children.  In another story, he exorcises the poison of a scorpion sent by Set to sting the child Horus after helping Isis reassemble the body of Osiris.  Known to the Greeks as Hermes Trismegistus, FTP, name this inventor of the arts and sciences who was often depicted with the head of an ibis.

Ans: Thoth or Djehuti or Zehuti
15.  She was the mother of the Empusae, a group of demons who had the haunches of asses and wore brazen slippers.  She was also sometimes said to be the mother of Scylla.  In the Aeneid, this figure is said to have placed the Sibyl in charge of the groves of Avernus.  This goddess of roads in general and crossroads in particular once heard someone cry, “A rape! A rape!” but was too slow to see a chariot driving into the ground with Hades and Persephone.  Sometimes identified with Selene and Artemis, FTP name this goddess whose priestesses included Medea.


Ans: Hecate
16.  This creature is the source of the river Vam.  He is fated to be killed by an opponent wielding a weapon made from the strips of leather men pare off at the toes and heels of their boots.  This creature’s death will come after he leaves his current abode in the lake Amsvartnir, on the isle of Lyngvi, where he sits gagged by a sword.  At Ragnarok, he will die when the second strongest of the Aesir grabs his gaping jaws and wrenches them apart.  Before that he will escape the bond Gleipnir.  FTP, name this creature which will be killed by Vidarr after killing Odin, a monstrous wolf.


Ans: Fenrir or Fenris wolf

17.  This deity’s name is cognate with that of the Old Norse figure Tjarnaglofi.  During the creation of the world, he hid some dirt in his mouth, but was forced to spit it out when the land began growing. On another occasion, he cursed his brother’s descendants to eat the excrement of the bee.  He fought his brother twice annually, winning once to gain control of the waning half of the year.  First appearing as the shadow of his brother, FTP name this Slavic god associated with Koshchei, known as the “black god” and paired with his brother Bielobog.

Ans: Czernobog
18.  His brothers included Cilix, who gave his name to Cilicia, and Phineus, who was tormented by Harpies.  He was sentenced to serve eight years as the bondsman of Ares for killing a sacred serpent.  The Delphic Oracle advised him to follow a cow and build a city wherever it sank down from weariness.  This father of Semele was helped in founding that city by 5 men who sprang up when he sowed the ground with the teeth of Ares’s serpent.  FTP name this man who founded Thebes after abandoning the search for his sister Europa.


Ans: Cadmus
19.  According to one myth, he was killed by the vagina of the queen of the underworld while attempting to gain immortality by crawling into her body to crush her heart.  In another myth, after deciding that the days were too short, he used a lasso made of his sister’s hair, or flax, to catch the sun, then proceeded to beat it or break one of its legs to force it to go slower.  Perhaps his greatest feat involved the use of an ancestor’s jawbone and some blood from his own nose as bait, and the paddling expertise of his brothers.  FTP, name this Polynesian god credited with hooking and drawing up New Zealand’s North Island and the Hawaiian Islands.


Ans: Maui Potiki or Tikitiki

20.  Frey’s servant Skirnir offered Gerda eleven of these in an attempt to bribe her to marry Frey, but she refused. A young man who prayed for help in winning the hand of the daughter of Iasus or Schoeneus was given three of these by Aphrodite.  The wife of Bragi was known for her supply of these, while a certain companion of Ares was known for owning one inscribed “Kallisti.”  Ladon was set as a guard over, and Melanion or Hippomenes beat Atalanta in a footrace with the help of, FTP, what sort of magical fruit kept by Idunn in Norse myth, and by the Hesperides in Greek myth?


Ans: golden apples

