Myth Singles 1: Tlazolteotl Chows Down

Round 11

1.  During a raid, he took 50 herds of cattle, 50 flocks of sheep, 50 droves of swine, 50 flocks of goats, and 150 chestnut mares from the Eleans, then killed the Elean commander Amarynceus.  His son Antilochus was killed by Memnon after one of his chariot horses was shot by Paris.  Apollo gave him the years taken from his maternal uncles, the sons of Niobe, so that he lived for 300 years.  His son Pisistratus helped search for Odysseus after Telemachus came to this man’s court at Pylos.  FTP, name this son of Neleus who appears in the Iliad as a wise old man.


Ans: Nestor

2.  She can often be found relaxing amid the white lotuses that grow in the five pools of a heaven made entirely of gold and precious jewels.  She was reborn during the churning of the ocean, and later appeared as Dharani.  One myth states that she had two co-wives before her husband grew tired of their quarreling and gave away Ganga and Sarasvati.  She also appears as the cow-girl Radha and as a daughter of King Janaka who is born in a furrow of a plowed field.  FTP, name this goddess of good wealth who was incarnated as Sita, the consort of Vishnu.


Ans: Lakshmi
3.  This Thespian, who died at Donacon, was conceived when the River-god Cephisus ravished the blue Nymph Leiriope.  He rejected Ameinius, sending Ameinius a sword with which Ameinius committed suicide on this man’s threshold, calling on the gods for vengeance and garnering Artemis’s sympathy.  Teiresias predicted he “will live to a ripe old age, provided he never knows himself,” but Artemis contrived for him to find an undisturbed spring, which proved his undoing.  FTP, name this beautiful youth who fell in love with and died admiring his own reflection.


Ans: Narcissus

4.  He was given the task of sounding a trumpet shell with no holes in it, which he accomplished with the help of worms and bees.  In return, he was given one long bone, over which he sprinkled some of his own blood to recreate humanity.  He had earlier ruled over the world until a hurricane destroyed most of humanity and transformed the survivors into monkeys, ending the Second Sun.  He immolated himself after becoming disgusted by his own body, which he saw in a mirror held by Tezcatlipoca.  His heart then turned into a bird, or the morning star.  FTP, name this Aztec god known as the Feathered Serpent.


Ans: Quetzalcoatl

5.  In the Aeneid, the shade of Anchises describes this character marked with double plumes in his crest, the emblem of his father, and Vulcan makes a shield for Aeneas that depicts scenes from this character’s infancy and his treaty with Titus Tatius.  Important women in his life included his wife Hersilia and his foster mother Acca Larentia.  Following his death, he was identified with the god Quirinus.  He defeated his great-uncle Amulius with the help of his twin brother, but later killed that brother.  FTP, name this son of Rhea Silvia and Mars, the founder of Rome.


Ans: Romulus

6.  King Phegeus of Psophis sent the necklace of Harmonia to one of this god’s shrines, and Philoctetes dedicated his bow at Crimissa in a sanctuary to this god with the epithet “Distraught.”  This father of Idmon, Aristaeus and Mopsus built an altar made entirely of the horns of countless she-goats killed by his sister.  During the Trojan War, he rescued the body of Sarpedon; earlier, he spat in Cassandra’s mouth so that no one would believe her, after giving her the gift of prophecy.  FTP name this god who killed the Python and appropriated the Delphic Oracle, the son of Zeus and Leto.


Ans: Apollo

7.  Shortly before her suicide, one man commented that she gave her two companions in a chariot the look of a ewe between two rams.  She made a vow regarding the man she would love inspired by the sight of a raven drinking the blood of a calf being skinned in the snow.  That man, one of the Sons of Uisneach, was Naoise, who was initially reluctant to steal her from Conchobar.  While still in her mother’s womb, she gave a great cry, leading the druid Cathbad to predict that, FTP, what beautiful woman of Irish myth would bring ruin and sorrow?


Ans: Deirdre or Derdriu of the Sorrows

8.  One character of this name in Greek myth was a brother of Cadmus who traveled to what would later be Carthage, and then to Canaan, which was renamed in his honor.  Another character of this name was cursed by his father Amyntor with childlessness and blindness, but had his sight restored with the help of Peleus.  He was sent along with Ajax and Odysseus to offer gifts and the return of Briseis to Achilles.  This name was also given to a creature known for flying to Heliopolis to deposit an egg made of myrrh containing the ashes of its predecessor.  FTP, name this self-immolating bird.


Ans: Phoenix

9.  In one story, he takes the form of a seal to retrieve the stolen necklace of the Brisings.  The giant Eggther holds a similar job to this god, who makes frequent use of an item buried under the third root of Yggdrasil.  He has one son each by Amma, Mothir and Edda in the Rigsthula, those sons being Karl, Jarl and Thrall.  He is sometimes identified as the son of Aegir’s nine daughters, and it is said that he needs less sleep than a bird and can hear the wool growing on sheep.  Charged with blowing the horn Gjall at Ragnarok, FTP name this watchman of the Aesir.


Ans: Heimdall or Gullintani (accept Rig until Rigsthula is mentioned; prompt afterwards)

10.  He was found by a hero at the well of Pirene through the efforts of Athena or Poseidon.  He was conceived as a result of his mother’s tryst with Poseidon in a temple of Athena, and was born fully fledged along with his brother Chrysaor at the moment of his mother’s beheading.  According to Ovid, his stamping on Mount Helicon caused the fountain Hippocrene to gush forth.  He aided a hero who was given the task of killing a monster with the tail of a serpent, the body of a goat, and a fire-breathing lion’s head.  FTP, name this son of Medusa, a winged horse ridden by Bellerophon.


Ans: Pegasus

11.  This god, whose role was similar to that of Wepwawet, appears briefly in The Golden Ass, where he is described as a “messenger between heaven and hell, displaying alternately a face black as night and golden as day.”  In one story, when Set disguised himself as a leopard, this god seized Set and branded him all over with a hot iron, then flayed him and wore his skin.  He was sometimes considered the illegitimate son of Osiris by Nephthys, and he assisted Isis in her quest to find and embalm the body of Osiris.  FTP, name this funerary deity with the head of a black dog or jackal.

Ans: Anubis
12.  He summons a copper-clad midget of the water-folk to cut down an oak that blocks out the sun and moon.  His rival offers him horses, boats and crossbows, but he refuses to relent until he is offered his rival’s sister.  At this point, his rival’s teeth are stuck in a treetrunk, as this character has sunk his rival into a bog by singing.  Aino drowns herself rather than marry him, and his steed is shot from under him by his rival Joukahainen.  Later, in response to Louhi’s requesting the forging of the Sampo, he promises to send the smith Ilmarinen.  FTP, name this old hero of the Kalevala.


Ans: Väinämöinen

13.  According to some sources, one character with this name was the daughter of Helen and Theseus.  Another character of this name was lured with the promise of marriage to Achilles; according to some accounts, she did marry Achilles, and she, not Deidameia, became the mother of Neoptolemus.  In another version of her story, she was taken to the kingdom of Thoas and became a priestess of Artemis.  Calchas called for her death when her father’s fleet remained windbound at Aulis.  FTP, name this daughter of Clytemnestra, the sister of Electra.


Ans: Iphigenia
14.  Among this character’s prized possessions was his white horse, Uchchaisravas.  His lust for Ahalya earned him the ire of the sage Gautama, who cursed him to bear on his body one thousand marks of the yoni, which were later transformed into eyes.  This god was captured and ransomed by Meghanada, the son of Ravana, who acquired a new name and immortality as a result.  He killed his father Dyaus as an encore to freeing the cloud cattle from a demon in the form of a dragon, a task he accomplished with the help of the maruts.  FTP name this Vedic storm god  who killed Vritra.


Ans: Indra

15.  The Mysian king Telegonus killed this man’s son Thersander.  This man’s father-in-law was advised by the Oracle at Delphi to yoke a lion, which represented this man, and a boar, to a two-wheeled chariot.  His father-in-law followed the advice, allowing this man to marry Aegeia and reconciling this man with Tydeus.  His father-in-law Adrastus then summoned four more Argive chieftains to help this man reclaim his throne from his twin, who refused to step down after a year of ruling Thebes.  His corpse was burned on a pyre, or buried, in defiance of Creon’s orders, by his sister Antigone.  FTP, name this twin brother of Eteocles.


Ans: Polyneices

16.  In Korean myth, it was represented by Dalnim.  A god associated with it killed the fertility goddess Ukemochi when she offended him by vomiting large quantities of food.  The Ainu goddess Chup-Kamui spent one night in charge of it, but observed so much adulterous behavior, she begged off her post.  In Chinese myth, it was associated with the goddess Heng O, who represented the cold and dark principle of yin, and was thought to be one of the primordial giant Pan-gu’s eyes.  FTP, name this luminous object associated with the Shinto god Tsuki-Yumi, whose bith from the right eye of Izanagi made him the brother of the solar goddess Amaterasu.


Ans: the moon

17.  This character stayed in Ulfdalir after his brothers left to follow their wives Hlathguth and Olrun.  This brother of Slagfith and Egil killed two boys, set their skulls in silver as goblets, and fashioned a brooch from their teeth.  He also raped Bodvild to complete his revenge on Nidud, who captured him, cut the sinews of his knee-joints, and forced him to create precious things.  This story can be found in his namesake heroic lay in the Poetic Edda.  FTP, name this character credited with creating the sword Balmung and the armor of Beowulf, a master smith of Germanic and English legend.

Ans: Wayland or Weyland or Völund or Velent the Smith

18.  The mother goddess of this people’s pantheon, Hannahanna, once sent a bee to search for the missing god of agriculture, Telipinu.  In one of the myths of these people, a diorite giant grows an acre in a month while hiding on the shoulder of Upelluri before his feet are cut off with the copper knife that separated the heavens from the earth.  In that myth, known as the “Song of Ullikummi,” Anu’s cupbearer Kumarbi bites off Anu’s genitals.  The “Song of Ullikummi” and several other myths were borrowed from the Hurrians by, FTP, what ancient people who wrote of “the thousand gods of Hatti”?


Ans: Hittite

19.  One character of this name, a daughter of Adrastus, married Ilus and bore him Laomedon.  Another character of this name was the sister or aunt of Hyacinthus, married Acrisius, and became the mother of Danae.  In the Georgics, the death of a character of this name results in the deaths of the bees of Aristaeus, who tried to rape her near Tempe.  In Ovid’s Metamorphoses, the same character dies during her own wedding celebrations from a snakebite.  Her husband tries to save her, but can’t resist looking back before leaving the Underworld.  FTP, give the name of the wife of Orpheus.


Ans: Eurydice
20.  One of this character’s brothers, a great fisherman, used to eat alone with his eyes closed because he could not stand to see his food diminish.  In his home in Gnitaheath he kept the sword Hrotti, a helm of terror, and treasures cursed by a dwarf who took the form of a pike.  His second brother, a smith, trained the hero who killed him, and requested a roasted piece of his heart, which granted wisdom, while a taste of his blood gave the ability to understand birds.  He was slain by a hero who dug a pit along the path he used to slither to water, then pierced his scaly hide with the sword Gram.  FTP, name this monstrous brother of Regin, a dragon slain by Sigurd.


Ans: Fafnir (accept Regin before “Gnitaheath”)

